\\\
\

/

//

/// IWARBINE \“\\\ |

i

TENNIS [l

\\&”/5 e

e

T /

Oﬁidal cr’/za-c‘:jazit/le

OF THE

LIVERPOOL & DISTRICT TABLE TENNIS LEAGUE




All , correspondence Published during the

must be addressed to months of Nov, Dec,
The Editor, “Table Tennis : Feb,, March and April
Digest”, 9 Podium Road, L'pool 13 ~ Season subscriptions 3s.8d. post free

EDITORIAL BOARD :
Editor: J. D. Pattison
A. E. Upton, J. C. M_cKim, A, Montgomery

Vol. X December, 1959 No. 2

CONCERN ABOUT THE LADIES

MORE concern is being felt and expressed this season than ever before
regarding the general standard of play among the women members of
the League and there is a strmig feeling current that unless something is

- done to raise it the two women's divisions:may well-disappear from our ken.

Whether that conjecture is right or not we will not hazard a guess, but
there is no dewbt that something must be done in aftempt to help our
women players.

One suggestion that is being made in certain quarters—and may well
be proposed at the League’s next Annual General Meeting—is that the rules
be revised to permit the women players to p]ay more than the 26 matches at
present allowed in order that they car play in both the women’s divisions
and open divisions,

Another suggestion is that there shoﬁld also be a croviso in the rules
that women must first play in the women’s divisions.

But these measures alone will not, in our opinion, do a great deal to
raise the general standard. One match 2 week in an open division, playing
against ‘men, i8 not sufficient to bring about the desired change. In our
opinion much more can be done in the clubs themselves and it has been a
matter of great surprise to us for some time that what men plzyers in
Manchester.and Stockport are prepared to de, the;r counterparts in Liverpool
are apparently not.»

" In the two leagues mentioned the men take considerable interest in their
women players, especially any who show some potential to being a more than
useful player. They coach them along; practice with them and generally
improve their play.

From the information we have there is little of this done in Liverpool.
It seems that the women are left, in the main, to play among themselves,
except for the odd game or two. The result of this can, of course,-be seen
in the Lancashife and Cheshire League matches and in open tournaments.

Coniinued on Page 2
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Continued from Page 1

Last season our womeh’s first team only-jist missed being relegated to

the second division of the. Lancashire and Cheshire League. Indications
this season point to a someéwhat similar posztxon arising, .for it would appear
that we just haven't thrée women players in the League good enough to
bring the league ° greater SUCCESS. . e

b

We want, through th1s column, to make a strong appeal to all the men
players in the league to take a greater interest in the affairs of the women
members.. We want to appeal to them to practice with them much more
than they do at presént—and by practice we mean practice. Not just a game
in the club, but really solid ptactice which pays attention to improving any
weakness that our women players may have in attack or defence.

One of the points which will be made, of course, is that a great number
of clubs have neither the facilities nor evenings to spare to allow such
practice to take plaze but there are plenty of others where it could do so.

‘What we suggest is a long term policy and is one, we are sure, which

-ﬁvould eventually pay dividends, especially if carned out by the more_

experlenced men players in the league. R

You can rest assured
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From the Secretary’s Desk

IS “MERSEYSIDE” WANTED

By. J. McKim

ANOTHER Mersey51de Open has
come and gone, and we are left
to wonder more than ever, if this
event is required by players or
spectators,

The entry, although high in
quality, was very poor in quantity,
particularly the local entrv, which
was the smallest for many vears, in
fact the entry fees were the lowest
since 1946, and the spectators at the
finals were almost non-existent.

I know that there "are many
League members who have always
supported the Open and who would
miss it were it discontinued. 1 only
hope these faithful few can try to
arouse some interest m the other
League members. -

Strictness Charge

- It is suggested that we in Liver-
pool lose some entries because we
are too strict and that entry on the
day of the tournament should be
_allowed. Surely it is not being
strict to enforce rules which are
clearly printed on the entry forms
and which are a standard part of
any tournament in any sport.

We are well aware that other

organisations break their own rules,
and E.-T.T.A. rules, in the running
of their tournaments, but should
we sink to their level in order to
please the few who are too tired to
il in an entry form? No-—the
- Merseyside has for many vears
enjoyed a reputation as a properly
and well run tournament; let 1t
remain ‘so or cease to exist.

While on the subject of tourna-
ments a word of congratulation to
Judith Crafter, who won the
Liverpool qualifying round of the
Eagle -and Girl tournament at
Bootle YM.CA. on December 5.

She now represents Liverpool in the
area finals in Manchester.

It will scon be time for the
distribution of awards to cup
winners and divisional and regional
champions, As suggested at the
AGM. last May we are departing
from the traditional medal and we
would appreciate your comments
when you have seen the awards, so’
that we will know if the idea is
appreciated or if you want medals
as before.

County Match

‘We are staging a Premier-Division
match—Lancashire v Lincolnshire—
at the Liverpool Y.M.CA. on
Saturday, Janumary 30, commencing
7 p.am. Admission is Z/- and tickets
can be obtained from any member
of the committee.

The Liverpool Closed will be held
once again-at Dingle Vale School
on Wednesday, Thursday, Friday
and Saturday, April 20-23, with the
finals at 7.30 pm. on the Saturday.
Please make a note of these dates.
Entry forms will be distributed in
a subsequent issue of the Digest.

"A large entry will help to offset
the loss swmstained at the QOpen, a
loss: which, although mot' large in
comparison with the - League’s
assets, was still large enough to
cause our treasitfer some anxiety.
A good entry would also give some
measure. of encouragement to the
tournament secretary and tourna-
ment referee, both of whom do a
great deal of work before and
during a tournament.

FinaIly may I wish yon, on behalf
of the Committee, a very haopy
Christmas and a prosperous New
Year. -
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Lamncashire and Cheshire League

By Jack McCaig

Tough Going for Seamiors

T cannot be claimed that the
men's senior team has, as yet,
pulled up any trees . this season.
In fact, the two mmatches so far
played in the league have resuited
in defeat by 9-1 and 7-2 respectively
to  Manchester and Stockport.
Added to these failures must be the
exit from the Wilmott Cup, beaten
6-3 by Burnley.

Despite the defeat by the Man-
cuniang - it- was pleasing to see
Arthur Taylor beat Strulovitch by
the convincing margin of 21-9 21-16
and also to take Ingher to three
games. Apart, however, from
Taylor's good showing in this
match, the Manchester side again
proved much too strong for the
Liverpool team.

One heartening aspect of the
match was that some 60-odd
spectators came along to the Liver-

" Pauline Lawrenson was

Allanson has been included in the
side to partner Taylor in the
doubies, -

What now of the™ women's_ first
team since the last issue of the
Digest. 1 only wish I could report
a sadden revival in thair fertunes,
but alas I cannot. The journey to
Stockport a few days after the
defeat by that league in the Rose
Bowl, proved fruoitless. This time

‘they were beaten by nine sets to

one.

For the match against Manchester
at the Beauclair Club recently,
brought
igto the side to join Moya Jones
and Joyce Randall, Again one must
give credit to Moya for Liverpoals-
only two wins in this match, at
expense of Dolly Wilkinsen . and
Connie Moore, while-she enly. con-
ceded the set 18-21 im the third

pool CA. to support both game against mefreé Swift. I rank
teams. It musE™ a few years . this as g first class performance by
since such numﬁe!&s acity, | Mrs. Janet, w&owha: now won all
team in actiomn. . e ,,-..-' :

Fine Debut

Turning to the Stockport match,.
which was played on our opponents’
table,
remembering that the result in. the
corresponding match last season
was 8-2 in our favour. - Two of
Liverpool’s successes were scored by
Ron Jones, of Liverpool Y.M.C.A,
who, " making his sepior " debut
followmg an unbeaten run with the
A team, defeated -beth

Taylor and Norman Jones - corm-
bined to win a tense doubles evéht.
against the powerful partnérsinﬂrof
Schofield and Hankey. But it “was
Ron Jones who took the eye durihg
the evening. The way in which he
applied himself to his task wasg anm
object lesson. for the” yom}ger
players in the league.

The same team of Taylor,: Norman
Jones and Ron Jones will do duty
in the next two matches a
Burnley and Ashton, while @ ly

this was a disappointment’

semd -
Johnson and fell only to Schofield. -

i

AT

» that - Megnchester

One ‘fends” :

perdent ¥lew aﬂer studying these -
restilts: H seme improvement may
be-z ed for our senior teams

inFutéiré iaches.

Onemust realise
and Stockpert -
have very strong sides, both men
anddwomen, so that “the'- hardest

ufaddlies have now been. “plaved.

‘

present a° brighter picture,

. defeated = Wirral

I3 Hope I do not have to'edt my

wotds at a later date!

The men’s and women's A te%ri;:s,
e
wdfnen’'s A team, represented . by
Gladys. Rimmer, Betty Black apd
Muriel Wilcox won an interestiag
match nst
Oakhill b by six sets' to ‘fcﬁr,_' ~
which is a good start for Mprs. |
Crafter and her team. i
The men’s A team havc s
by ‘hine |
ﬁve~aif

v@tﬁ

to one and drawn
Southport.

Urmoston  at-. the




- Youth Nates

'O excuse need be offered for

beginning these notes by praising
the Junior A team for a great 6-4
win. they scored over Wirral's ﬁrst
“team. .

) Lwerpool Y.M.CA's young., R.
‘Smith was the star of the match
and the player mainly respénsible
for Wirral's first defeat two
seasons.  He played fine tact!cal
table tennis te win all his three
“ singles and also teamed up with his
‘clubmate Ted Briscoe to take the
doubles,

In Smith the Y.M.CA, and the
league, have a bright prospect for
the future and I would like to think

that the senior members of his club
are giving him the coaching and 7
practicé that wxll brmg Fum on still

further

-~ et S,

Ted Bﬁscoe phw'
two successes by beating both
" Edgar and Marsh, What a different
player Briscoe was in that match
_compared to the boy who played
" against Warrington when the A
team were beaten 9-1,

Admlttedlv Briscoe gained our -

only success then, when he recovered
well after losing the first game to
J. Barlow. Tt may well have been
that he lacked the inspiration which
Smith provided in the Wirral match.
One fault that Briscoe will have to
erradicate, however, is that he is
apt to feel he is home and dried
when he has a few pomts lead.

YOUNGSTER OF

*straipht games.
- combmed to. win_ the doubles

" the’ other .

By J. Pathwn

FINE PROMISE

Young Campbcll found himself
out of touch in both ‘matches. and
was nnable to win a in either
-of them. But he nee not be down-
hearted for the experignce should
do him good

The ﬁrst team has a very
unbalanced season with only one
match iri the first and three in the
second. The one match played so
far ‘'was against Wirral A at Bootle
Y.MCA, "and they had little diffi-

cculty . in  winning by eight  sets .

to two.

Both John Ball and Bob Eden

-won. ali. their siggles . -and: “each

gained two of “their saccesses in
_Baif and Reg Gray

= 3

!‘nhﬁ smgles Gray never seemed

. to be able to settle down properly.

He may well have been feeling the
strain of oplaying in his first
representative match, and it was
only against CHff Swiridells junior,
whom he beat 17 in the: third, that
he produced anything like his true
form.

The first match in the New Year
will see our two teams in opposition.
By their defeat of Wirral the A
team have made the first ‘team's
chance of retaining the * juniof
championship casier. It is going

“te-be interesting to see how they

fare agaanst our own first team.

We mppb’

'BUKTA Table Tennis Shirts in all col-ours.-

_Johnny Leach, Barna, Bergman etc. T.T. Bats, - -
Sandwich Bats. Tournament ahd Club Tables,

Nets and Posts.

in fact  EVERYTHING - FOR TABLE - TENNIS

- HENRY WHITTY &

LIMITED

45 BASNETT ST., LIVERPOOL. 1

. Opent A Day Saturday

Telephons ROYsl 3011
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Y.M. s im Cup. C‘,'

By Our Own Reporter

THE second round Readman Cup
tie between Bootle Y.M.CA.
and Liverpool Y.M.C.A. at the
Bootle club, failed to produce
the fine. match. one might have
the set between
Ralph Gunnion and Ron Jones

produced table tennis of real quality,

due mainly to the fact that for
most of the match “the Bootle
players were below form,

Playing without John Cain, Liver-
pool, proimoted Peter Turtle to
Cain’s position at No. 2 and hrought
in Bob Owen at No~ 5, and his
assistance proved invaluable indeed,
since he won both his sets.

-

Even when. Bootle trailed 1-3— -

Gunnion having “broken their duck”

by comfortably beating Turtle 11

and 15—there always seemed hope
for the home team, and thiv grew
considerably when Gordon Brownlee
and Fred Cadwallader had- greatly
reduoced the margin by respectiveiv
beaaagl Dave Butterworth (12-21

(21-10 21-13) andﬂ%urtlg__(lb-ﬂ 21-9
21—15) E) *-ame'_‘ S i:
F:(Ktmg ks

This brought Gunmoﬁ'ﬁ j

together in what could have beeu i :
Awn |7

the vital set of the evening.

1

by Gunnion would have given Bootle -

more than a fighting chance since

Ian Rogerson had still to play Owen
and Cadwallader had to play Pete

D'Arcy.

But Gunnlon started in anything -

but sound fashien. Three or four

‘careless and nochalent shots saw

him trailing - several points behind
an opponent who was giving every
shot his full concentration. It was
only then that Gunnion settled
down but he found that Jones
intended to give nothing away and
the paic virtually swopped point fer
point so that Liverpool’s No. 1 ran
out winner of the game 21-16.

One might have thought that the
lesson of the fisst game would have
been enough for ‘Gunnion; but he
opened the' second in ke fashion

A

to lose the first few points. - This -
time, however, he settled down more -

qu:ckly, began to use his head and
by means of steady ‘table tennis
interspersed with some rare fore-
hands, eventually levelled at 19-all.
The next four points were ex-
changed'and then Gunnion, for the

first time got hlS nose in front, and
promptly finished. the game 23-21_
by taking the next point. .~

The decider was a very t;ght
affair all the way—easily the clogest
game of the evening=—and there was
never more than a couple of points
in-it. It was not sarprising; there-
fore, to hear the  score -calied
“19 41" :

1t was at th1s point that Gunnion
had his chance of {aking the set.
for having won: the next point he
forced Jonhes to make a- return that
could have been aced with compara-
tive ease only to fluff it- Jones
saw to it that such an opportunity
did not arise again for Guanion and
he eventuaily took the game ?4—22

for the set.

SKIPPER'S PM’{'

Even with the secore 5:¥ 3 a:gzmst .
them, the Bootle players had not .

losf hepzaf! foreing % replay
i e - PG ﬁ;.ndﬁ%hv
Tofght- tgyoth and naﬂ-

allader and his win by
f-his side into the

" spuarter ﬁna% of ‘the competition.

When Owen went on against
Rogerson in" the last set of the
nfatch, one might have thought that
msteaé it was the first, so keenly
did the L:verpool man play. - The
faet that the issue had been settled
‘mieant: nothing to him. He put -
evErytliing Re knew ipto his game
and after losing the first game fo -
16; faught back welli to-
next two 12 and 17.

There was not the slightests
that Lwerpooi deserved thcnrm
There was nothing haphaz;
them when they went to ‘the: fal
and. they' sought to make avery
point a winnitig point. The emu'e
match gave an excellent indieid
as to.why they are havm¢ 1 i
finest ever season. : '

One mnaturally wondars whnf
would have been .the outeom ;
D’Arcy had promoted: “eacht gf:
players one place up the tea#r-
but no one ecan blame hinr-foeping -
his team to the best of his ihﬁ" o
Cup-ties mean sudden death
captain can afford to- throw &
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LEAGUE TABLES

Eut Repnn :
PWLDFATP
-St Ed. OB 97— 2721816
Crawfords 9 71 1662415
LP.AS. 9 61 2593114
threeLq.b.A 9 6 2 1593113
Anfield C . 85 2 1503011
Nalgo A 2 3 4—4941 10
Eng.ElecA 9 4 4 14149 9o
Beauclair B.. 8 4 4--3545 8
Fairlawn C.. 9 2 6 1325 5§
Oazkhil C .. .10-1 7 23070 4
Rafters D . . 9 1 7 12466 2
Birds ‘Eye . .. 10— 10 — 23 77 —
- o PWILDFAP
University A . 7.5 1 14228 11
Cadwa Y . 9 4 2 3513911
StrEdwards A 10 -4 4 2.50 50 10
Bootle ¥ M. Y 8 4.3 145549
Linnets Y . . 9261 48
Harold Hse 4,& A T Y
Women's Division 1 i
PWILDFATP
Rafters .. ... 8 6 — 20611914
Cadwa . . . . 6 6 — — 53 712
) Orrell . . ... 6 4 1 1321 9
- Bibbys ... . . 7 4 2 1334 ¢
Lo Qakhill . . ., & 4 2—3624 B~
Timaets . . .. 7 3 3 1239 7
e Cadwa A ... 7 1 4 2241 4
Bohemjans . .. 8 2 6 — 3149 4
Bath Street .. 7 1 5 12347 3
Wate_r}oo' Park 8 — 8 — 11 65 —
_ Wengu Dm.non 2
PWLDFATP
: Huntley&P 76 1—521812
"~ Sefton . . . 6 5 1 —441610
Bohemians A . 6 4 2—3723 8
Wvrtree Lab.. 5 3 -2 — 3218 6
LPAS, ;... 5 2 3—-2327 4
Rafters A ... 4 1 3—1723 2
Orrell’ A . . 5 1 41436 2
* Tech. Studs. . 6 — 6~ 159.-_.
Note —-Orreil and Tec¢hnical Stud-

ents regret they cannot partlctpate :
in the. submdlary competition; will

the Women’s  Second' Division

teams please delete these two clubs

from the subsidiary fixtures.

. Litherland’s
Tough Time

THE Litherland Club are going
through 2 tough time this
season, not so much from g playing
point of view as from a shortage of
players and from the comsequential
financial reasons.

Their position, which Secretary
Norman Coolke, in a letter to the
Digest, describés as desperate, has
resuited from the refusal, for one

- reason or another, of several of last

season’s players to sign &p again.
This caused them to withdraw their

C team from the ledgune and they

fear that if the present drift away
from the clib continues next year,
they will have-.to withdraw yet

: another team from the- leagne—if
not the entire club itself,

New ‘menthers-are vﬁif to ‘thein
g Ilc‘to carty on in the
i o Which - the club has

'.t’rﬂﬁ
- been noted’in the pas

My, Cooke has. no mtentmn of

" poaching on the preserves of other

clubs, but he would welcome anyone
interested in table tennis who is

not at present attached to a league

club.

Continued from Pagz I i

'Ous Bright Spof .= =~
At the othqr end of the table is

. . another consistent team. . QCakhilt
"A are verv much -in the dolﬂmms

having lost every match. In faeg
the only “bright spot for them 50
far this season, was a 7-3 cap -win
over Bohemians A, who were with-

. out Alan Rycroft, Moya Jones and

Muriel Wilcox.

Companionsin distress, Bohemians
and Litherland A met at Bohs when
the home side scraped. through by
six' sets to four, die to" two sets

each from Rycroft Moya Jones and -

Baker.
Just one plea—but it cormes
straight from the heart. - Whan will

. players reslise that the startmg “tie

of matches is-7.30 Many “clgbs
have to tidy up and get ont of thelr
clubrooms 11 p.m.
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Divisional Notes

Y.M.C.A.’s Make the News

IVERPOOL Y.M.C.A. and Bootle
Y.M.C.A. continue to make the
news in-the First Division scramble
for league points, writes Ken Jones.

With cfght ‘matches completed,
the Liverpool team of R. Jones, 7J.
Cain, D. Butterworth, P. D'Arcy
and P. Turtle, have inereased their
lead to three cléar points.

Bootle provided the " startling
restlt of the season by beating a
full-strength Balfour team by nine
events to one. Several sets were
very closely fought and were only

- decided by the odd point or two in

the final game. Nevertheless, Bootle
deserve every credit for this fine
performance. :

Oddly enough the two Y.M.CA’'s
met in the Reéadman Cup with
Liverpool gaining a 7-3 victory.
During this match Ren Jones
became the.- first plaver to beat
Ralph Gunnion this season in a ver,
close set, 21-16, = 21-23, 24-2%
P. Turtle /2y and D. Butterworth
(1) were Liverpool's orly losers.

Only One

_Gunnion is the only player in the
division boasting an unbeaten record
in league matches, A glance at the
leading league averages shows that
Vic Chesham, Don Hobbs and Ron

Jones are close behind him, having

lost just two sets each for an
average of 87.5 per cent. It is
interesting. to note that this quartet
are all using sandwich bats with
great success.

Team-mates Arthur Taylor; and
Wally Allanson of Bath Streét are
next with 81.2 per cent, followed by
Gordon Brownlee (Bootle}) and
Dave Ferguson {(Rafters) on the
75 per cent mark.

Among the lower team order
players, Ted Morris (Victoria Park)
and K. Poonsirivongse (Liverpool
Y.M. ‘A’) lead the way. with the
splendid average of 928 per cent,
closely rivalled by Liverpool
Y.M.CA, skipper Peter D’Arcy on
87.5 per cent, R. Tierney (Victoria

Park) on 857 per cent and Dave
Butterworth on 78.5 per cent.

These figures raiSe some pertinent
questions, such -as- -should K.
Poonsirivongse be promoted at the
Y.M., why is Vic Chesham over-
looked for representative matches,
and. to what extent is the bat
responsible for so many sandwich

players appearing at the top of the:

averages ? -
* * * :
IT surely cannot be long before
Balfour's selectors realise that
their first team would be greatly
strengthened by the return of Les
Davies, writes lyn Jones. -

.The playing standard of the
Second Division may not be very

high "but his resuits for Balfour A.
have placed him head and-shoulders:

above the division’s other leading
players. Only Jack Seddon, of
Waterloo Dock, has been able to
take him“to three games, Davies
eventually’ winning 21-18 in the
third. : T :

With some results still to come

in  before - the halfway stage,
Litherland are continuing their

steady progress towards getting’

back to Division 1. _The- .have
beaten in succession Cadwa (9-1),
Oakhill A. (8-2). Rafters A (8-2) and

Anfield A (7-3). Their strength.

lies in steadiness at Nos. 4 and 5.
Qf the eight sets conceded during
this period, only one 'was dropped
in the lower order. -

Victoria Park A have an almost
identical record. - Their toughest
match in recent weeks: was the one
in which they gained a 64 victory
over Bootle YYM.CA, A With
Hudson and Tarr not playing—
Truman and Park replacing them—
they were still an experienced side
and the young Y.M. team did well
to hold thém to such a narrow win.
When Hughes, Keating -and Ball
realise that craft and consistency
are important in table tennis, the

_Y.M. A team will be a very difficult

side to beat.
Continued on Page 9




"present playing in it

HAILSTORM STOPPED PLAY

FTER. seven consecutive defeats
in the Third Division, Bootle
Y.M. B -finally recorded their first
win of the season when they over-
came Linnets A 9-1, writes Brian
Leeson. i
The Bootle club would win more
league maiches if they could decide
on a regular five. Their team has
been changed so often that their
results have consequently suffered.
Linnets, playing a man short; were
well beaten, their single success

being attained by R. Griffiths.

In their previous two matches,
Linnets played a .man . short on
both accasions but masaged-to draw
with Balfour B-and Fairfawn. FPall
credit therefore, to the four-Linnets
players who won those points under
such a handicap.

Graded Sequence

Bath Street A must be con-
gratulated on being the first team
to defeat the strong RAF.A. side
by 7-3.. C. Smith and A. Rupell
both scored doubles for Bath Street.

. Murray did weill to beat B.
Smith (R.AF.A), who has one of
the best averages in the division.

Balfour B also did well in holding
R.AF.A. to'a draw. In this match
E. Jones and M. Looker won twa
sets each for. Balfour; while B.
Smith and Jim Robinson gained

doubles for the R.AF. Association. -

. Linacre have held their place in
the Third Division for a longer
period than any other team at

however, in danger of losing that
distinction this .season for they have

won only one match to date and are

finding points very hard to come

.by. H. Reeve, their No. 1, has only

lost two events this term, but the
form of the rest of the team has
been very inconsistent. .

Victoria Park B remain undefeated,
but they had a narrow escape at
Fairlawn -where they eventually
won 6-4° after a  most exciting
match. Play was held uap for

- several minutes during ome of the

sets while the players waited for a

“hailstorm to sibside. The noise of

the hailstones hitting the roof of
the Fairlawn clubhouse was so loud

They are;

that the players could not hear the
umpire’s voice, .
* * *

IVERPOOL Y.M.CA. B have
now built up such a commanding

- lead at the head of the Fourth

Division that it is -yirtually an
impossibility for them to be caught,
writes Bert Ariss,

Sefton General Hospital, however,
must take full marks for being the
first team to take a point from the

. leaders, mainly thanks fo a - great

victory by veteran George Kettle
over young Ted Briscoe 12-21 21-11
21-16 and a good double by A,
Douglas over Des Loughrey and J.
Donnelly. i

Unfortunately the Police have
suffered a_severe blow by the loss
of their No. 1, D. Gauld, who has

" swstained a slipped disc. and will

miss the rest of the season’s
fixtures.

Bohemtans B have “broken the ice” -

by beating their  fellow strugglers,
Linnets B, by six sets to irur,
which may well serve as a much-
needed tonic tc skipper Mike
Crawford, one of the most whole-
hearted playets in the division, who
sets a fine example to all younger
players. i -
Two Surprises ]

Warbreck Moor have ‘produced
two big surprjses in the past month
by winnin_?' 7-3 at the “University
and by defeating-the Police by six
sets to four, After trailing 1-3 at
the University, th
six sets to end comiortable winners.
Nevertheless only hard hitting No.
1'Norman Rees and top’ form Doug
Christie have shown the consistency

required to offer a serious challenge -

for honours. .

Harold House are having a good
seasoh, relying on all round strength
rather ‘than any individual stars.
Their 8-2 victory over Victoria Park
C was their most convincing success
—and a  very surprising margin

- indeed!

For the record book. In the

"Police v Balfour C match, not one

of the ‘ten sets needed three games
to reach .a decision—a very rare

‘oecurrence,

won the next -

. .
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Anfield’s Challenge

HINGS remain much the same

regarding the top four  teams
in the Fifth Division, writes John
Cawley.

Two teams are disputing the

leadership, Victoria Park D and:

Lussac. ™ At-the time of writing
Lussac are the only teain in the
division who are  still' unbeaten.
Under the leadership of Harry
Holmes, the rest of the team of
Goodall, Leeming, W. Holmes and
Kneale make -up a very good side
and it will take a very strong side
to smash that undefeated retord.

Victoria Park D, their greatest
rivals, could not hold Lussac, even
with the advantage of playing on
their own table, and were beaten
by .six sets to four after a very
hard game. I.ussac owed .their
success mainly to the two Holmses
winning two. sets each, while Cope
played a captain’s part by winning

his two for the Park.

Playing Well.

1 was shocked to see Waterloo
Dock A beaten 6-4 by Qakhill B,
even though they were without Nan
Lamb. Waterlog were no match for
Oakhill, who are playing well at the
moment, with Imundi and Davies in
good form,

Anfield B, with Stirling and
Maher as their stars, are making a
strong challenge to the leaders.
Also fighting their wav back up the
division are Florence Oxton. The
“Florrie” got off to a bad start but

-with Eddie Moran, Pete Mansfield

and Cook on top form, they will not

give away many polnts.
.Police B will do better this

" season. They have hit on the same

side two matches running—an
éncouraging sign for them—with
Conroy and Carlisle winning most
of their sets,

Cadwa B will win a lot more
matches when they get a settled
side, They have a very good Ne. 1
in A. Jones, Also playing well is
Black. . With a bit modre experience

_Bootle Y.M. C should pick up a few

more points, with McEllenborough,
Atkins and Ward making 'a brave
fight for points.

Bath Street B are still without a

point biat they keep on trying and

hoping for their first success.

* . ok K

AVERTREE LABOUR now

lead the way—~in the Sixth
Division, writes Brian Leeson, and
also boast the only unbeaten player,
P. Hurworth, Telecoms did well to
overcome .the Labour Club team in
October, but since then Wavertree
have continued on their undefeated
way, gatherine “their points  with
ease. :

Wavertree DBaptiats gave Tele-
coms something of a shock when
they beat them bv six sets to four.
C. ]J. Jones won his usual two sets
for the Telecoms to maintain his
high average, but Daley and Wain-
wright both lost their two, J. E.
Travis scored a double for the
Baptists. . )

Nalgo's first win of the geason
came when they defeated Domestic
Mission by the convincing score of
nine sets fo one at Mill Street.
M. Patterson was the Mission's
only winner and results to date
indicate that they are likely to be
relegated to regional play next
season unless they show consider-
able improvement.’ .

Bootle Nalgo are also candidates
in the relegation stakes and their
meeting with Domestic Mission
next month will be vital to bgth
clubs. L ’

Huntley. and Palmer is another
club ‘who- are finding points difficult
to obtain this season.® G. Gaskell

-and ‘M. Campbell produce satisfac-

tory results at Nos. -1 and 2, hut
the rest of the feam 1is -rather

disappointing.  Perhaps when they

settlé down in their new premises
their former - ‘high standard will
return. '

_ Only Oné Defeat
Fairlawn A have made a: com-
mendable recovery after a poor
start. . L. French has been beaten
only. once in 16 events and B.
Phillips is. proving hard to beat now
that- he 'has gone over to the

sandwich - bat. - P. Whalley, -T.’

O'Donnell . and 'D: Walter complete
the team and all are improving
steadily.

g
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SUCCESS OfF THE CANTWELLS

Another promotion prospect is
Liverpool Post Office, who only
came into the division this season
from the North Region. W. Shiel
has lost only two sets to date, while
Foster .and Carr seem difficult to
overcome. - .

The inclusion of Mrs, Casselman
in Rafters € will' certainly
strengthen the team and it will be
no surprise if the club’s points tally
improves in the New Year.

*x kK

THE past month has brought no
change in the positions of the
teams in the top half of the North
region table. The fight for the
championship is obviously going to
be between the unheaten Royal
Ordnance Factory and Woaterloo
Park B, with the latter waiting for
the chance to gét at their rivals
when they meet for the second time
on the Park’s own table next
month.

The Park players will undoubtedly
be all out to avenge the 64 defeat

which R.QO.F. inflicted on them in -

the second match of the season, the

‘A only match in which Waterloo -

drc:ﬁped points, in the hope of
pushing them off the top rung of
the ladder.

Bui there has been a different
story. in _the bottom half of the
region table.. Since our last notes
Belling and Lee have lifted them-
selves a couple of places up the
table with- two good wins over
Lewis’s A and Moss Side and a
drawn game with Bath Street C.

Much of their success has been
due to J; Cantwell and Mrs. E.
Cantwell. The former, playing at
No. 1, dropped only two sets during
that period—to ﬂ Reynolds, of
Warbreck A, and B, Winder, of
Moss Side, both of them three-
game sets—while Mrs. Cantwell
was beaten only once, by G. Hill,
of Warbreck, and then in another

" three-gamer,

Among Cantwell's vidtims was
Warbreck’s No. 1, J. Miilin, whom
he convincingly defeated 11 and 9.
Considering that Millin suffered
only one one defeat in the month’s
play, when he was narrgwly beaten
19 in the third by €hriz~ Coveney,
of Waterioo Park B, Cantwell's
victory was a perforance of note.

First Win

Eewis’s A have at last’ broken
their duck, and also did themselves
a lot of good, with a fine 8-2 win
over Hanson's Dhairies, The victory
took them off the bottom rung-of

- the ladder and left Hansons as the

wooden spoonists.

It was Lewis's three lower
players, C. Blundell, B. Griffin and
J. Waner, who won the match for

_them, for all three won their two

sets, C. Avery and J..Duke con-
tributing the other two .and each
losing in straight games to the
Dairymen’s No. 1, J.- Hanson.

P. Wilkinson, of R.O.F, is still
proving to be the ocutstanding player
in the region. He has carried all
before him in the past month and
won all his sets in straight games.
His toughest match was with R.
McNaghten, of  Lewis’s, who held
him to 18 in both games. .

Waterloo Park seem unable to
make up their minds as to who will
lead their B team, Coveney or
D. Chapman. In the last morth
both. have appeared twice in the No.
1 position but it was Coveney who
came off best. His one defeat in
the period was, cddly enough, at the
hands of his own C team clubmate,
B. Wood, who beat _him 13 and 17
when Coveney was - at No. 2,
Chapman, however, was beaten
twice—once by A. Evison, their C

‘- team No. 2, after a terriffic struggle,

and the other time by W. Larsen,
of Bath Street,” after another hard

game.
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SIGNINGS AT WAVERTREE

. EN‘T'ERED in the league just as

the season was about to start,
Wavertree Labour B have been
having a very thin time in the South

"Region thus far, writes Peter Meyer,

but there may well be a big change
when the New Year comes around.

"Just as I am penning these notes
I jearned that Wavertree Secretary
Ron McEvoy had signed on four
players from the Harthill Club,
which has been one of the strongest
sides in the L.B.A. for the past few
seasons. Two of these, T. Owens
and P. Byrne, have been placed in
the Labour Club’s B team to the
exclusion of J. Roberts and F.
Fletcher. ’

There was no doubt that the team
needed strengthening for, at the
moment of writing, they had gained
onlv one point and occupy the next
to the bottom position in the table.

“The regional table has, in fact,.

an unusual look about it, with

Liverpool C.C. A’ at the bottom,-

still awaiting their firit point. .

Tithit Matches

The battle at the¢ top seems fo
be for the runners-up position with
Liverpool YM.C.A. C and Fairlawn
putting in strong challenges to each
other. Each of them has lost only
one match, in both cases to, the
Cricketers by the same score, 6-4.

Both matches have certainly been
the titbits of the-season and it will
be interesting to see the outcome
when Y.M. and Fairlawn meet this
month, as well as when they meect
the Cricket Club. again in the New
Year. ‘They will certainly have to
look out for L. Lewis, who has been
showing great form. To date he
has lost only one set—when he was
beaten by  “John ~McKim, of
Beauclair. ;

Stanley House have greatly im-

- proved in recent matches, thanks to
the return of Lyn and Harding. The
latter is still unbeaten and has won

most of his sets by comfortable
scores.

. Crawfords A, too, have begun to
show considerable improvement in
the last few weeks and it wil be
interesting to see*=jf they can
maintain it. -

* . Kk &

E East Region is° now

sandwiched between two clubs,
writes Ron McEvoy. Heading the
table are St. Edward’s Old Boys,
who have yet to taste defeat, and
bottom of the table are Bird's Eye,
who have yet to win a match.

5t. .Edward’s owe much of their
success 1o’ No. 1 G. O'Keefe and No.
2 T.,C. Smith, who are still
unbeaten. Add two seasaned. cam-
paigners like' E, Hahdley and P.
Kelly and we have what must be

one of the stiongest sides in any
‘region. , .

As I write these notes, however,
the- Old Boys have still two tough
matches to play before Christmas
and victories over Wavertree
Labour A and Crawfords ate
necessary if they are to consolidate
their leadership. ’

At the other end of the  table
Bird’s Eye are undoubtedly finding
things very difficitt. The fact that
they are a completely inexperienced
side obviously accounmts for their
lowly position: T Camnot honestly
visualise them fnishing any higher
than the pdsitics. they at present
occupy, “but Gthey will certainly

continue to improve and should be.

able to look forward to next season
with more confidence.

Call for Retpect -

Anfield C are now virtually out.
* of the running for the region’s

honours, after an unexpected defeat
at the hands of Nalgo A to the
tune of eight sets to two. The only
face-savers for Anfield on- this
occasion were D. Coulson and T.
Holland.
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Results That 'P;lzzle_ "

Beauclair. B now seem to be
getting over their esrly bad patch
and with the present combination
of Audrey Brown, W. Feeley, A.
Pratt, B." Jones and E. Sturgess,

may well upset the aspirations of - |

many. If their 6-4 win over
Wavertree Labour A is an example
of their true form, then other teams

in the region should treat them with -

a great deal of respect.
* * *

THE Central Region is full of
those surprises which make for
an interesting division, writes Jlm
Green.

St. Edward’s, for instance, beat
the University 8-2 at home, then
went to University the {ollowing
week to lose by a similar score.
They beat Linnets Y 6-4 at. home
and visited Linnets to lose 6-4 in
the next match. It fmakes it hard
to predict the eventual winners, but
it does keep interest afive.

Harold House, after a flying start,
lost their third match and did -not
turn up for the fourth and fifih,
While it is easy to appreciate their
difficnlty about Friday matches, it
is hard to understand why they do
not ask for posiponcnents rather
than allow their hosts to arrive
without 3 match to play.

. Linnets, after a bad start, have
picked up five points in the last
three matches, which points to
better things to come.” The main
reason seems to be the return to

form ‘of Martin Ward, who is now
winning nearly all his sets, and
without any other member of the
team falling away. One man makes
% big difference to a 6-4 result.
The clashes between the three Y
teaths seem to indicate that
Cadwa's- juniors are the.strongest
team.  Having beaten Bootle 7-3
and with 6-4 and 5-5 results with
Linnets it appears that the coaching
of Mike Lijinsky and Harold
Wilcox is far from being in vain.

Admittedly Linnets were without

their No. 1, Tony Green, down
with bronchitis, but in the emerg-
ency they called on M. ’Donnell
from their women’s team, and as
she won all her sets, the result was
not likely to have been different.

Cadwa’s R. Myers and M. Deane”

keep on winning, and the others
win as often as not. Good prospects
for Cadwa's future.

And- Gordon Birch has still to
lose a set for the Bootle boys.
I said he should be worth following.

Continued from Page 16

Huntley and Palmer look all set
for promotion next season. They
are way ahead of their nearest
rivals, Sefton General Hospital,
1a;ith:‘i)ug,h the latter have a match in

an

Technical Students are still with-
out a -point. Perhaps .the second
half of the season will see them
improve on that position.

THE SPORTS SPECIALIST

TABLE TENNIS EQUIPMENT A SPECIALITY

- Championship Tables, Bats, Balls, Nets, Shoes and Clothing

All makes of named Bats and Tables supplied.

JACK SHARP

Telephone

VISIT OUR’ SHOWROOMS

36-38 Whltechapel

(LIMITED)
ROYAL 4793/4

LIVERPOOL 1
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Women's Divisions

By Eileen Mansell

Meoya Jones in Top Form

URING November a trial was
held for the women players to
try and discover if there was any

- hidden talent about which the
. selectors "knew nothing: About 16

players tock part and it gave the
selectors something to work cn
apart from the weekly match
results.

The standard among those taking
part was quite reasonable and I
believe that if a few tiwie such

.evenings could be arranged they

would do good. Manchester,
Blackpool and Stockport all seem
to be just that much better than
our players. Tn fact, Moya Jones
is the only Liverpool player at the
moment who can hold her own with
players from those towns. She
really has come back to form after
her lay-off last yvear and is playing
better than ever.

She distinguished herself in the
match against Manchester, when
Jovce Randall and  Pauline
Lawrenson—the laiter .making her
inter-city debut—made up the team
and which was Jlost 8-2.  Moya

- played brilliantly against -Dolly

Wilkinson, their No. 1, to beat her
in straight games, and also against
Connie- Moore, whom she beat in
three gamés. Against Winifred
Swift she was slow to get on to her

game, misjudging her opponent’s

length, but really struck her form
in the second and third games, only

- just losing 21-18 in the third.

" Joyee -Raridall did not seem to be
able to get on to her game against
either Dolly or Connie, but against
Winifred she appeared to- get the
feel of the ball better and, though
losing, played a much improved

me.

It would be unfair to judge
Pauline Lawrensen by her perform-
ance in this match as all three
Manchester players are considerably
more experiencgd. She acquitted
herself ‘well and did not appear to
be as nervous as she claimed. :

Waterloo Park are still holding
the wooden spoon. in the women’s
first division and at the time of
writing have vet to win a match.
They are evidently finding the
senior division too strong for them.

° Miss J. Pedley seems to be their
only player who can win a few sets
for fhem. She had good victories
over E. Gleed, E. Hook and A.
Woods., Maybe she will. be able to
inspire her team so that the second
half of the season will see them

. improve their position.

Edna Moore, of Oakhill, is still

playing a very good game and even
if she does not always win she puts

. up a good fAght. She must be an

inspiration to her team-mate. -
Miss M. Francis, who plays at
No: 4 for Oakhill, -is a really
determined player who never gives
up. I saw both her sets against
Cadwa and she fought with great
determimation for every point,
despite being beaten in both events.
A comparative newcomer. to table
tennis, she hds the determination
which must he;% her to improve her
game considerably. .
" Rafters and Linnets had a very
exciting match which ended in a
draw. Elizabeth Loughrey surpris-
ingly lost both her sets to M.
Harris and L. Wynne. The former
won both her sets, as did M.
(¥Donnell for Linnets )
~ Doris Tynan—she must-surely be
the only woman penholder in the

" ledgue—avas - 2 double winner for

Rafters, Yean Reynolds and Rose-
mary McMuollen won one set each
and the twe doubles sets were
shared. - -
. Keeping Record
Susan Hook, of Cadwa, is still
maintainirig her good record and

- since’ last -month  she has beaten

Jean Reynolds, Rosemary McMullen,

-Barbagra Taylor and L. Parkes.
She is a much improved player and
should, before ilong, be making’

strong elaimis for inclusion in the
Liverpool A team at least. :

Mrs E. Cameron, the fixture sec-
retary, has managed to fill in the
blanks- in the women’s second
division: “with friendly matches to

" try and give players in those teams

the same humber

players in first division teams.
Although no points will be awarded
for these matches, they will, T am
sure, be none the less enjoyed.

Continued on Page 15
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