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COMMENT

7. Prohahly the outsanding feature of the season so far, has
4 1, heen the general levelling up of the relative strengths of the
various clubs.,  This has possibly heen most marked in the First
Division, where for all too long only two or three teams have
L 3. had any real chance of gaining heonours.  As a welcome change
ve 6. this vear, there is no really outstanding side, and a keen

" 0, struggle for the leading places appear certain.

" 10, This ig all to the good, and it is pleasing to note that in other
divisions also, there is every indiention of hard fights developing.

This state of affairs is one to he expected as the League
commences its seventh post-war season. (lubs are finding their
proper level, and the inereasing closeness of matehes must inevit-
ably mean that players will gain much more from their sets in
interest and enjoymentf, than in some recent seasons.

Another feature is the gradual rise in the general standard
of play, though there is still some way to go before the pre-war
level will be reached.  There has been a fair number of promis-
ing youngsters coming along, and it is a pily that in several
rases, the demands of National Service are interfering with

their development.

Tt remains a fact, however, that prospects of any major

. 6. triumph by a local in the forthcoming Merseyside Open, are not
L very bright, and the Teague will have to find a few outstanding
stars of the Ken Hyde, Nora Norrish class, hefore we can hope
to keep one of the singles titlex in Liverpool.




The 15th erseyside commencing
next Wednesday, will be unique inas-
much that for the first time in its his-
tory, there will he three Frenchmen
competing. They are to vepresent their
Country against England, at Birming-
ham, on the 27th, but are flying here
on the 24th, to take part in pur tourna-
ment.

I regret that Barna is wnable to com-
pete owing to a prior engagement, nor
will the Rowe twins be present, but 1
am hoping they will visit us before
the end of the season.

De Not forget to bring your magazine
to the finals at the Philharmonic Hall,
as we have made provision for you to
have a permanent record of the final-
ists and their scores,

Many clubs have taken advantage of
the fact thal they could obtain their
tickets from me, buf to those who can
gel to Jack Sharp's, Rushworth’s or
the Philharmonic 11all, where booking
plans are availahle, I would say don't
leave it until the last minute.

FPEN PICTURES

I have not the space to digscuss all
the entriea. bit here are some pen pic-
tures which should be of interest,

MICHEI. HAGUENAUER. Tall,
ambling, amiable, with & Thabilual
shrug. Has a sound defence, [t is diffi-

cult to envisage the Frepneh tcam with-

ont him. Caused a gread surprise hv
defeating LEACH in last vear's World
Championships. Took BERGMAN f{o
five games in lhe final of the Englizh
Open. at Wemblev, last March.

GUY AMOURETTI. Sang Froid,
aploinb and heavy chop are this genile-
man’s characteristics. Can rise 1o con-
siderable hieighis and then. in his next

maleh. for no apparent reason, lose
resoundingly hat  without tuwrning a
hair,

From Th2 Secretary’s Desk

French Stars Pay
First Visit To

Merseyside Open

By W. Stamp

RENE ROOTHOFT. Dark, with an
elegant monstache, he has a quietly
efficient all round game, which does
not at first glance impress. His steadi-
ness and concentration are excellent.

JOHNNY LEACH. Last vear’s World
Champion, the finest player this

8

eountry has produced. ITas a well co-
ordinated game switching from defence
to attack with ease and control. A great
favourite wherever he goes,

AUBREY SIMONS. Cherubice, stocky
and bespeclacled, stands fast at the
table, chops and half volleys viciously
and kills in a flash. Has beaten Barna,
Andreadis and Vana, and beat LEACH
to 17 in the third game to win the East
of England Open, six wecks ago.

The Middlesex team who will travel
here from Blackwnool, after their County
Championship match against Manches-
fer, on the 24th. wiil include GEOFF

HARROWER., RERNARD CROUCH,
DENNIS MILLER and JOYCE

ROBERTS and firom fhe TIancashire
feam wo will have our own BENNY
CAROFSKY.,, KEN STANLEY. GEO.
GOODMAN and ADELE WOOD, who
are all capahle of bringing titles to the
North. to sav nothing of our own play-
erie whom T cannot mention individn-
ally.

(2}
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League Headgquariers ?

By ““Calchas”

Sume two vears ago the Management
Comnpittee proposed starting a League
Headguarters, but the proposilion,
though having a majority in favour at
the Annual General Meeting, did not
get the required two-thirds.

I make no apologics for re-opening
this ma''er, for, in my view, the
League cannot continue to . progress
until it has its own THeadquarters.
No one doubls the advantages to the
League of having its own home; a
place where all General Meetings and
Committee Meetings could he held,
where tournaments hnd ‘representa-
tive matches would be played; a centre
for an increased coaching scheme, and,
most important of all, a place where
all could call in and meet one another
over a friendly game and a cup of lea.

Why then. with such advantages, did
the proposal fail?

First and foremost, T helieve it failed
for  the Management  Committee
bungled the joh. They did not come
cut  with their proposal until the
Annnal General Meeting and did every-
thing through the Club Secretaries,
who had little time to consult all their
memhers on such a vital matter,

BEGIN EARLY

The joh sheuld he tackled carly in
the seasop  when  interest and
enthosiasm i= at its height. then by
the time the Annual General Mceting
comes round any alteration in mle
which iz required could have been
thoroughly thrashed out.

The scheme failed Thecause a
minority at the Annual General Meet-
ing did not agree with the compulzory
nature of the proposals. Like most
peopie I do not look with favour on
compulcory things, but if it is felt that
this is the only way to get a desired
object, and the majority agree. surely,
that is enough.

In speaking to many of those who
voted against the proposition, 1 found
they were all in favour of a League
Headquarters if it was rin ¢n a volun-
tary basis, but thev could not tell me
how it could he put into practice and
at the same time guarantee an income
sufficient to keep the Headaonarters
going. In fairness to the Manage-
ment  Commitiee, they cannot he

expected  to launch =uch a scheme
with vour imoney if they Jdo not have
ihisx goarantec.

Other members from the Cheshive
side of the river felt it would he no
good to them, as they would he paying
for some other person’s enjoynient.
With thiz view [ vcould have little
svupathy. for a central site in town
would he just as easy for them to get
to and froin as for people living in the
snhburbs o T.iverpeol.

There is one other point of con-
siderable  importance. With  the
League's greatly increased membher-
ship, thete must bhe a great number
of members, who, bevond having a
game in their club and one match per
week., have no other interest in table
tennis. There are some  members
who pav their registration fee and
never even take part in a League
meteh. Are Lhese pecple going to -
leave the Tweague if subscriptions are
raisad?

There would he no problem if all
orr memhbers gave the T.eague their
100 rer cent. enthusiasm and support.
buf s cannot he expected. and these
peonle. wha are inst nlayine members,
are fully entitled {0 adopt this attitude,

ANDREE JONES' FINE WIN

Conrratulations to  Miss  Andree
Jones  on winning the Women’'s
Doubles in  the Birmingham Open
where she was partnered by Betly
Steventfon. They beat Adele Wood
and Vera Tavlor of Manchester, 18-21,
21-17. 21-11. and on their way to the
final had ecliminated Mrs. M. Comber-
hateh and Miss . Hore, Mrs, P.

Mortimer. and Miss TI.. Alley, ot
Birmingham. and in the semi-final
Miss Jean McKav and Mrs. Dinah

Smith. who were the semi-finalisits in
the English Open last March.

Andree  also  reached the quarter-
fina's of ihe singles, and it was only
her laek of experience that prevented
her ecreating the so=nsation of the
tournament when she narrowly lost
to Pegeov Franks, 21-17. 20.22, 17-2].

She is gaining that experience by
cntering  every possible tournament,
and anolher vear mayv zee her hitting
1he hichlights,




First Division.

Crosby will

Beenn
Lirst

Five weeks' fixtures liave now
completed, and no leam in the
Divizion can #1ill boast a 1C0 per cent.
rezord.  Leading the field are DBal-
four and flomeciolt, who have each
droppad two poinis, the formoer having
drawn with Rafrers an 15th Crosby,
and thie latter with Crosby and Raftus
S

Personal records have also heen
Enocked  about  considerably, and
there is only Peter and Honoie Ruoin-
jahn left wiih an lilllseiien record,
Peler spoiling his brother T un 's record
when they met in the local ** Derby "'—

Raiters wversus Rafters ALY This
waz a eclose ateh, Rafters winninzs
6-4. The winncrs included A, Lin-
forth for the first {ime this secason
a'ter his leg injury, and *° Pinky "
Muay. both of whom, Hogether with
Peter, won two sets cach,
PRE.-VIEW
I =aid in my previous arlicle that
ibth, Croshy were going o find it

“difficult Lo maintain their high post-
ton. and they had a pre-view of what
to except when Bernard [fand gocs
into the Forees, when they visited
Balfour A Owing (o au inter-city
match they were without Bernard’s
vicez. and as their reserves arve not
np to First Division stan:davd, Bam-
ford, Watts, and Delumere must win
two sets each if the team is to win.

in this insfance, Joe Walls failed
against myself, and Balfour “ A most
gratefully  accepted  another  point.
Croshy  might easily have lost both
the points when Ken Harold took Bam-
ford to 20-all in the 1hird game, and
it was also only after a hard struggle
that Delamere overcame Bil Marris
in the third game of their set,

Homecroft, the vonnges! team in the

division, dropped a point to Rafters
‘A, due mainly to {he convincing
wing  of Teddie Rumjahn and Vic

Chesham over hoth Roy Jones and Bohb
Bdwards.  Jones doez nol appear to
have tonehed his form of lasl season,
but Edward: hag bheen playing verv
well, his wvictins so  far including
Hand and Plamford. It was hik
suceesscs over these two plavers which
nahled Homerioft 1o share the poinis
with Croshy.

Anfield and African Oil

aré finding

4.

By G. Wiliiams.
miss Hand

poinls hard to get, but T think the
Anfield piayers wonld settle down and
perhaps gain a Httle more confidence
tf they were not switehed arowid fromn
matein  to mateh. Chopping  and
changing only tends to upset players.

1 now come Lo the ““mateh of the
montly V- -Ballour v, Rafters, which
ended n a draw, Strengthened by
e reinrn of  Rommie Rumjahn,
Raflers won fowr sets from their first
two plavers, Peter and Ronnie, Their
other set was won hy K. {(rayson,
and for Balfonr. Normnan Jones  and
Fileen Mansell, two cach, and Denniz

Claldwell one.

Rounie, T thought, was at his best,
his game azainst Keg. Hetherington
being ful] of vigour, and his forehand

Jdilves  shuply  devastaling, Eileen
Mansell playing grand  stuff, and
again it wax a matier o7 the tail

for Balfour.

waroing

Look

Modern

Table Tennis
by JACK CARRINGTON

Toainer of the 1949 World
Champion, Johuny Leach.

Thiz hovk containg  all that the
aspiring chumpirnship player wishes
to know. The author, himself a
plaver ol International repute, has set
out simply and carefully, a cr:mpletn
course of scientific table tennis in-
struction. It will start the beginner
on the right lmes and the experi-
enced plaver will improve his game
immensely.  Fully illustrated with
diagrams and acticn photographs,

Price 6s. net.

this book from your
local bonkshop  If it is not in stock
gve the title, author, price and
publisher to vour bookseller, who will
be wlal 1o get a copy for you.

G. Bell & Sons Ltd. London *

You can get

-
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Second Division.

By K. Baldock.

The Last Game Decided Match

Each month T will be dealing with
the fortunes of two fcams, and start
wilh my own, Acacia, and Oakhill A7
because 1 think my knowledge of their
players is grealer than most of ihe
ather teanis al the moment. Lot me
hegin with Qakhill,

T thelr first game again Bibhy’s
they et the strongest team in the
division, and it was no wonder they
{osk 8-2, even on their own shiny table.
One unu=ual feature was that only one
set reached three games and  that
finished 21-9.

Oakhill made amends the following
weex by excelling at my own club.
[Farrell’s persistence and Bovle’s hit-
ting caused Acacia’s penholdiog leader,
[es Fgerton, 1o lose both his gamies at
fonte for the first lime since playing
in ithe League. The hrighfest spo!
fromt A-acia’s viewpoint wasz the good
plav of Rowan and Moseley, hut {our
games will no! win a matceh.

REAL STRUGGLE

Oakhill’s home game with the Police
provided a  very enjoyable mateh,
which ended 6-4 in Oakhill’s favour.
Before this a real strugele took place,
with no more than one set advantage
{o either side.  Oakhill began slowly,
and Lloyd, playving in his first game
<ince las=l vear, showed that he knew
the way, but could not reach his
ohjeclive,

Against Birkenhead Y. M.C.A. he was
hack to form, but Farrell had an off
day, while Boyle and T.oughrey shared
their sets to finish the match 6-4 in
the Y. M.'s favour.

Sleepless nights it has been over the
fortunes and misfortunes of Acuacia.
In the first match at Aigburth the
result was never in doubt, but this
wag no iest for Acacia with new men
in their team.

Tt was unfortunate that the only two
plavers  who won against Qakhill
should not he ahle to turnm out at

Anfield, but Egerton redeemed his
previous  week’s display by sheer
determination, bul the others conld

only do their hest against an all round
good epposition.

T.C.I. met an aggressive Acacia out
fo avenge their two previous week’s
defents. However, it was not easy,
as seven sets were decided by a third
game and Fgerton again lost his two
sames at home. There was a real

gwme of wils  and patience between
Mosele, and Jones before Moseley
came out winner 22-20 in ithe third,
MeCarthy has improved, and iz going
to he an asscet during the season.

Acacia  conlinued  winning  ways
arainst the Police, and had six on the
hoard hefore their opponents were off
fthe mark. Lgerton’s  games  with
Hough and Crafter were the closest,
asd defat by Crafter made him share
hiz games like Blunn had done and
fintsh 1he mateh 82,  Roberts, play-
ing his first match, had two cnjovable
sela,

Ode To The Digest

The Dizest, oh the Digest, the frouble
vou have caused,

The last few weeks vour Hditors have
very rarely paused,

The stamps have all been struck on,
the envelopes addressed,

And all concerned have taken a really
well-earned resi.

But hark. the "phone is ringing, the
G.P.O. are there,

Zomething gone wrone with the works,
bt who are they to care,

80 round the POz tables. a frio
stands in tears,

IFor this s just another case of blood,
sweat, toil, and tears

The envelopes have been refused, their
flapa are jnst too wide,

Perhaps some olher letters will find
their way inside,

The air iz bive. the frio teo, ag round

" the place they slip,

Tns=erting in each copy, a amall brass
paper clip.

The work iz doue. the Digest gomne,
onr fingers smeared with blood,

T hope vou all will think, dear friends,
the magazine is good.

For after all our Labour, a Liberal dose
of news.

Will come to vou ecach month [olks.
Conservative in vicws.

The ahove unsigned effusion was
found on the night of the President’s
dinner.—TRditor.




Third Division

By Cameron

Bohemians Lead By Great Win

As I write, our clubs have each
played three matches, and some of us,
particularly the Bohemiang and Hoy-
lalie. ave fceling optimistic and con-
fident, while others are wondering jusi
where our plans have misfired.

A good start inspires confidence,
and teams once on lop take a lof of
distodging. A shaky start, on the
other hand, alwavs appears to bring
had luck and often its effects last
throughout the season.

A feature  of the opening week’'s
results was the alimost total eclipse of
last seaznn’s four Thivd Divisicners by
newcomers.  The four picked up only
one point {Wavertree Community) amul
only eight sets hetween them.

Oukhill and Vietoria Park, however,
atoned in their following malch with
8-2 and 9-1 victories.

After 1he sccond week’s malches we
had but two 100% c¢lubsz, and as
they met i the next league mateh the
nurmber was rednced  to one.
Bohemians, which indicates the stem
struggle ahead for promotion aspirants,

FIVE UNBEATEN

Individually, only 19 ol the 80
players faking part were able to claim
100 per cent. rvecords after the first
week, and 14 of these failed to keep

it up after the second mateh.  The
five remaining top-liners were G. E.
Ball, H. P, Harkness. and H. DN

Vaughan. of Hovlake, and A. Rycroft
and D, Young, of Bohemians,

Continuing with (he monthly intro-
tduetion of our teams, we now spot-
light the glamonr club, Rafters, which,
formes] as recently as 1945, lmmedi-
ately became one of the hiz guns of
the League.  Qur division is graced
with their third string, and lucky for
onr  averages there are not  aquite
enouch Ruminhns to allow this team

a ration.
A much changed team from last
seasnm, Rafters "B’ is ably led hy

harkhand flick merchant C. Swindells,
who is this zeazon combining age and
ryperience with vouth.  Helping out
in oxperience is R. Brennand, last
season’s team manager with TTuvton,
but now helping out hiz old club. A,
Jones, R. Percival, T. Rhodes, and D.
Applehee. with ages rising from 15
vears, provide the vouth, and, despite
an indifferent s=tart, the team promises

of the Hea:dman Cup.

to blend together into a lorce to he

reckonsd with,

An example of the pepularily of the
cluly is the fact that two of this team
live an 1he Cheshire side and iravel
over for matches and praclice.

Reverting to divisional news, we
have eight represeniatives in Round 1
Nomestic and
Westfiel:dd went out after stern tussles
with BEdwardians and Tacem, bt the
survivoers have been lucky again with
five home draws, and we confidently
expect  fo he  well representad  In

Tound 2.

A bruguet for the month’s hest per-
formances  goes  {o Livex for their
srashing 9.1 away vietory at Waver-
tree Commmunity.

Rohemians gained a magnificent
6-4 victory at IToylake, to put them on
top of the division as the only remain-
ing nheaten team. Tt also made a
ha:h of some 100 per cent. ndividuoal
averages,

NEED FOR UMPIRES
IS GREAT

Good mmpires play a big parl in the
suecess of any open tournament, and
voluntenrz are wanted for the Merzoy-
sile. partienlarly on Saturdayx.
th~ crilrants from oadeile the 30 anile
il are competine.

We aporeciate tlud everyosme wanis
see A b they ¢an of the
" in oaction, amd owe  Jo not
exnecl anvone 1o nmpire continuanuzly
for five or 2ix hours, huat if we have
a rota of sufficient size 1o ollocate four
to each table {(which 1z well within
the caraeity of this Tieague to provide)
they will nmpire one game and he
able to watleh three.

HAS

ti

oetare]

X

Badges will be  issaad,  and  the
Managemen! Commillee have asked
Ar, George Willlams, 1hie Secvetarv of
yalfour. to once more underfake the
dntins of Cantain of Umpires.  Those
willing to help are asked tn contact
him either at 10. Drompion Avenue,
ar at the Drill Hall on Wednesday,
Nnvember 22nd. letting him know at
what scssinns they will he available.

Onr iz RATTURDAY,

greatest nead

from 12 neon to 6 pom.
3.

whem
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Fourth Division.

Four Still

tezuits so far have gone as was
pxpecied.
"1 and Cheshire Lines, can claim a
166 per cent. record, the former hold-
ing a betlter avetage of 23-7 against
the Railwaymen’s 18-12.

Alzburth A Edwardians, Holme
Hey, and Walerloo Dock are stilt wait-
ing for their {iral points, the last.
named holding the * wooden spoon,™
liaving only won six scts to 24 againzt.

George Gowar, the St Michael's
No. 1, is the main reason why his
tram have  begun  the  season  so
snecessfully, having taken five out of
six points.  His performances in beat-
ing Watcrloo Dock’s J. €. Sedden. and
Kingwav’s 8. J. Raillon were quite an
achievemnent whenn  one remembers
2hat those plavers did last secason.

Ouly two teawns, Balfour

E. Handley (Edwardians) told me
in a telephone conversation that his
tegir gare now playing in a mueh larger
room with improved lighting, he hopes
that with this change it may soon
hring them their first point.

Aighurth A" having returned fo
the ericket pavilion for their matches,
hiad Dunlop as visitors, but this change
did not bring them their first point.
and they went down by two scts.

Balfour “ B contined on their win-
ning way by defeatine Waterloo Dock
at home 7-3.  Beddon claimed two of
hiz #ide’s three sets, defeating Fluyton
and Gill after some grand games,

The first drawn game in the division
wns recorded when Si. Michael’s and
Kingaway met on the former’s table,
Kingsway. after heing two down,
“ought hack well to take a 3-2 lead ai
the interval, and were feeline very
pleased when J. Berry made it 5-3 and
a eertain one point for them. 8t
Mirhael’s, however, are never heafen,
and their fail came along te snatch
the last two setz and make an interest-
ine game cnd all square.

Cheshire Tines repeated their two
previona vietories by again winning
64,

The very sportsman-like side Port
Sunlicht Old Bovs, who are again
playing their home matches in Lever
Bros. men’s dining hall. commenced
threir  home programme by defealing

By J. Griffiths.

Without A Point

Ilolme ey hy nine sots to one, Eric
Wall hadd the one solitary succeess for
ithe  wvisitors, defeating the veteran
. Grant 21-12, 21-15.

READMAN CUP

The draw for the second round of
the Read nan Cup, to be played during
the week commencing December 4,
has been mads as follows:—

Bohemians “A” v. Thorndale,
Dunlop v, Burlinglon.

Thingwall v. &t. Michasl's

Tlovlake Y.M.CLAD v, Kdwardians.
Flinn Hall Drive v, Walerlon Dock.
Wiallasey Yoo Juars. v, Lavex.
DByves~-Tueem, Bohemians, OQakhill
“B.) RAEK, (W), Vicloria Park.
Bath Street.

COACHING...

is the way to success

Tep Rumiann

ENGLISH INTERNATIONAL
Regustered with ETTA.

will improve your play

Club or Private Lessons can be
arranged at

CHURCH ROAD,
ROBY

HUYTON 226

64,

Telephone:




Tribute to the President

By J. D. Pattison

Tf vou feel vou are beaten,
1f you feel you dare not, you don’t.
Always remember that a game is not
lost unt’l it is finished.

Mr. ¢ E. Bariholoniew, the Presi-
dent of the Leazue, gave this advice
to table tennis players in returning

thanks for the gifts presented to him
by the League and Management Com-
wittee at the dinner last menth in
celebration of hiz 80th birthday.

And who sheuld he hetter qualified,
as Mr. ). Foulis (the League’s chair-
man) pointed ont, than a man who, in
hiz  lifetime, las  been jootballer,
cricketer, hoxer, oarsman, rifle shot,
and tahle tennis plaver.

In his tribute 1o the President, M.
Foulis reminded us that Mr.
Rartholomew had heen associated with
the League as player, club official,
chabyinan, and president. Tt was
he said, due to his support that the
first Merseyside Open Championships
were held, and he had since perpe-
tnated his name with the cup he had
given for compwition hetween the
women’s teams.

SOUND GUIDE

But it was to Mr. Bartholomew’s
work behind the scenes My, TFoulis
paid greatesl tribute.  He wasg never,
he said, president in name only, but a
sound counsellor and guide and always
a staunch supporter of the game,.

T was fitting that the toast 1o Mr.
Rartholomew should he seconded by
the League Secretary, Mr. W. Stamp,
for it is probable that no one hag had
& closer associalion  with  him.
Althongh he admitfed that he had not
alwayvs found 1he President an easy
man to handle, Mr. Stamp contended
that was heecause he was too good an
administrator and tco keen on the
interests of the Leaane. But, he added,
onee eonvinced thatl a project was for
the zood of the game and he was with
vou all the way. .

Mr. Voulis then presented the gift
of the Management Committee to Mr.
Bartholomew, and Mr. Stamp called on
Mr. Sid Jackson, as one of the oldest
members  of the League there, to
present. the Leagne’s tribute, consist-
ing of a silver match-box ¢ ase,
Dunhill pipe, and tohacco.

T have known JMr, Bartholomew,

you aie.

8.

Mr.

Foulis  presenting the

Management Committee’s tribute.

many vears bul never have seen him
zo affected as he was when he rose to
respond, Modestly he claimed that his
contribution 1o the T.eague was but a
minor cne and that the members had
fo thank their very efficient Chairman,
Secrelary and Management Commitie
much more than him, for the success
it had attained.

They, he said, had to deal with the
weel-lo-week pmhloms and it was only
due to their tireless energv and con-
tinnal enthusiasm that the Leagne ran
g0 smoothly.

Mr. Trank Moore then proposed the
toast of the guests—Mr. and Mrs. Leslie
Bartholomew, Mr. and Mrs. John
Bart.holumew, and Mr. John Carroll.
an old friend of the President—and
in replving, Mr. Leslie Bartholomew
gave 18 a good laugh when he recalled
that he became interested in table
tennis because his wife, then Miss Ann
Pollitt. was interested and, of course,
he was interested in Ann

The enjovment of the evening was
not a little dne to the efforts of Messrs.
Crone and Warhurton, Pritchard, and
Stanford, who provided a first-class
entertainment.

JOINING UP
T heard that Bernard Hand has to
repart for duty with the Royal Air
Torce on Monday. Here's hoping he
has plenty of opportunities to con-
tinne the game,
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Lancashire League Notes.

By F. J. Farreil,
Match Secretary.

Hard Fight Ahead for “A” Team

The season has not hegun ton well for
for Liverpool. for we los1 anr Vst {wo
caines against Bolton “A7 and Manches-
tar "AT,

The Bolton wmaleh was  plaved  at
Bilibys and it produced some excellent
lable tennisx. Bolton weee all fairly
voung hut they were not in dny way
deterred by meolting such an old cain-
patener as Peter Romjahn,  Daly, in
psrticwlar, played excoptionally  well
sl did not dreop o gante in his theee
setz. More will he heard of him.

The match ended in a 7-3 win for
Bollon, Daly and =mith, with three
g 12 ench, and Conroy gainng Bolton s
sureoszes, while Peter Rumjahn  and
lernard Hand each won a =inclos for
Liverpon] while Thonjahmn and Chesham
tek the donbles.

DOUBLES SUCCESS

The combination of R, Allcock and
D, Baker proved too strong for the
same Liverpeol side and heat us by
g1, Our only succeess was  in the
doubles Through Bunjahn and Hand.
and Howould appear that the experi-
ment of the doubles division las al
least made  our playvers  doubles-
COMsCinig.

The Laneashire handbook has now
Leen puhlizlicd and on present show-
ing o1 “A” Leam will have to fight very
harl to keep thelr heads albove water.
A first aight 1L would  appear  that
Manchester are favourites for the title.
Fat with opposition from  Tleaps. of
Macelesfleld, and Sheppard and Dalv
{Bolton) there mav he a surprise rezull,

There iz no reason why the “B
feam shonld ot wmore than hold their
vwn in the Second Dvision, as last
<oa=on proved that their standard was
above that of the Third Division. The
eall-up to the TForees mav he the dectd-
ing factor in this divizion, for T hear
that there will he a considerable
mmmher  of  vounger plavers taking
part,

The Women's Division will in all
probahility resolve itzelf into another
three-cornered  fight  between  Man-
chestpr, Tilackpool, and Liverpool. In
ithe  past hononrs have ended
with  Liverpool and Manchester. but
His expected that Blackpool will have

9.

smething {o zay aboat thig during the
{reesen: =ensor.
The following matches are due 1o be
plaved helote Christmas:—
e, 6.~ Chister v, Liverpeol < B
.o 8 -Lipoel AT v, Bolton TBUT
.90 Urewe v Liverpool (woinend,

WILMOTT CUP
SUCCESS

Liverpool overcame her first hurdle
i the Wilmoett Cup by convinceingly
bealing  Blackpool at  Blackpool on
November 4th hy nine sefs to none.

We were reprezsenied by Peter and
Teddy  Rumizbhn and Bernard Hand,
and as the scorve suggests they each
won their three sets with semething to
spnTe. Tndeed, only two of the 27
sets wont to three games, those between
Pater Rumiabn and R, Bradbury an:d
Tanel aad (. Lowe. [Terc are the
ditails—

P. Rueniahn heat C. Bowe 21-19 21-14;
beat K, Cox 21-14 21-16; beat R. Brad-
By 2118 11-21 21-9, K. J, Runjabhn
hrat Cox 21-6 21-16; heat Bradbury
2115 2280, heat Lowe 21-14 21-19. B .
Thand beat Bradbury 21-15 21-13: heat
Lowe 21211 1821  21-15; heat Cox
2013 21-14.

Drawn aganinst Burnlex in the first
rennnd of  the Rose Bowl Tiverpool
Ladies hreak new ground. for it is the
fir<t time {hat the two leagues have
heen in oppasition,

CRAZY DEFINITION

Mateh Point.—Red part of a lncifer.
Crame.—Pheasant or gronse.

Digeet,  Shortly after a meal.
Pusher. Matorist whose  ¢car  won't
start.

Chov—Xomething the huteher doesn’t
know.

zo after,
Mixed Thonbhles.—Gin and whisky,

Lot -- AT the bousas von

Men's Donbles.—Large ones,



LEAGUE TABLES.

Up To Novembcer 4, 1950

First Division
P.W.L. b I, AP,
5 3 0 23416 8
h 3 G 2-23 17T 8
1o e &3 01 1 3020 7
]r)ll(il)‘:b\ .5 & 0 32723 7
Phead Y.ALC. 5 2 2 120621 5
Raflers “*A7 .. h 2 2 182723 5
Balfour “A” ... 1 1 38426 5
Qalhil) ... 5 2 3 01951 4
Anfield .............. 5 0 4 11634 1
Alviean O . ... 5 0 5 01L3 0
Second Division
Bibbys 5 5 0 0351510
Homeeraft ""A .5 4 0 13911 9
Acacia ...l 5 3 2 03020 6
B'heasl Y.M. A5 2 1 22723 6
Bootle Y.M.CLA.. 5 2 2 12129 5
Anfield AT L 4 1 1 22119 4
Oakhill A" ... 5 2 3 02129 4
LPAR, 5 1 3 12486 3
1.C.0. 5 0 4 11733 1
'\lgh:l!fh 4 ¢ 4 0 5 3F 0
Third Divisien
TBohemians ... 3 3 0 02010 6
Hovlake Y. M.CA 3 2 1 021 9 4
Oakhill “B” ... 3 2 1 01615 4
Victoria Park ..... 3 2 1 015156 4
Wall, Y.ML s, 3 1 1 11812 3
Livex ... 3 1 1 11713 3
Westfield L3 1 2 01416 2
Domestic Mis. .03 0 1 21218 2
Wavertree Cn. .03 0 2 11020 1
Raflers B 32 0 2 1 822 1
Fourth Divisien
Balfour “BY L 3 3 0 023 7 6
CULLC 3 3 00 01812 o
St Aliehael’s .03 2 0 123 7 5
Rinesway .. 2 0 12010 8§
P, Sunlight OB 3 2 1 02010 4
Dunlops ... 3 2 1 01614 4
Tedwardians ... 30 30 921 0
Aighurth “A° .3 0 3 0 822 @
Halme Hev ... 3 0 3 0 78 0
Waterlao Thock ... 3 0 3 0 624 0

10.

WOMEN,—First Division

41

Datfowr oo, 5 &5 G 0

Wa ters o 5 4 1 039
Alchusthe e 5 4 1 033
Bootle ¢ L 5 3 1L 1%
Bibhys L..oh 3 2 08297
[T imeeroi 5 3 2 026
UL 5 1 3 118935
Ouskhill 5 1 4 017
Anfeld o 5 0 & 013
Wavertros (4! 5 0 5 0 8

Secend Divisien

Protsestic Miso
Moesalor 10D
Ralters
Lt wonds
Aohyeth f
Lot Tewo s

[l o Ron S S N Y [ S L
(SIS S AN T I e o P
]
fae]

= Fosephs 011
O=terley 110
Tort munlieht L L 5
T.0T0 0 8

SOUTH, —First Division

Waviree CC, “A 3 &3 0 080
Turcern o 3 3 0 (023
Leosl YAMC.N, 3 3 0 026
Mehoeth MO 0% 2 1 018
Ffon Hall e .03 2 1 0114
Vigdoria Pk, A" 3 1 2 0121
Mosaloe THIL 310 2 0
Toch, s L 3 0 a0
Aeb 1h "I 3 0 3 0
COLe) TN 5 0 3 0
Second Division

Tipool YL A .03 3 0 022
Coaclwn A7 3 3 0 021
Tives A7 L 32 0 193
Lo AT 03 2 0 1022
Dunlon X7 L 3 2 1 022
Deaf Tnzt. . 31 2 012
S Aliehaels A 3 0 2 1 11
Woveriree CCO“R” 3 0 2 1 9
Miebayprth ot 03 003 007
[ P AT i L3 0 3 801

PwW.LoD A

72
7
a2
4

o s Teun s [ Yo T =S N 0 [l e R =Rl eoRe e sl o)

b B NEC R o SRS 62 e W o

TS oooy =1 c

—r—
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LEAGUE TABLES.

Up To November 4, 1950

WEST.—First Divisicn EAST—First Division

[

-

oW L

E.

P. Pow. 1D . L
10 Liotize Sports .03 3 0 0 2L 9 6 Dalfour 707 3 3 0 02 5 6
8 Tiorinale ... s 3 3 0 UL 6 Bobionians AT 3 3 0 025 5 b
G Walll Jre, A .03 2 0 1 1B12 5 Codwn 3 2 1 018 12 4
R Vietory =oe. .03 2 1 (16 14 4 \ i .3 2 1 01515 4
6 I hest] Co-op. s, 3 1 1 11515 3 31 1 11614 3
6 Bhead YoM, Jes. 3 L1 11317 3 3 1L 1 11416 3
3 SoGbesephs L 3 L 02 016 14 2 3 11 11317 3
2. Wall Motms L 3 0 2 11119 1 k 3 0 2 11118 1
0 Clapemnt 3 0 3 01218 0 Westield A7 306 3 0 723 0
¢ Creen dan 300 3 ¢ 92t 0 =t AMevsins oL 30 3 0 624 0
Second Divisicn Division
8 soPetere L 3 3 0 024 6 6 .3 3 0 022 8 6
8 Burvosdale L3 d U023 7 6 3 320 021 9 6
8 Cosen .3 2 G 124 6 5 3 2 1 01812 4
8 Creep lun .3 2 1 01218 4 .3 2 1 01713 4
& loviake YM, *A7 3 1 1 11218 3 L3 2 1 01614 4
4 Chie mont AT 3 1 2 0616 14 2 Fdwarndons A1 2 01317 2
2 Fingsway A7 003 1 2 014 16 2 Oakhill 0> . 31 2 013 7 2
1 oMo and Paal, 300 03 00322 0 Osterfey AT L 3 1 2 01218 2
1 Vol oo 2.0 2 0 416 0 Bobhamian=" .03 0 3 01020 0
o Solasepha AT 2 o0 200 317 0 MALMA(lLPHY 3 ¢ 3 0 822 0
Third Division NORTH
6 Thorindale X7 .03 2 0 123 7 5 Burlinston .. 2 2 0 014 6 4
6 Croeen AT L 3 02 0 121 9 5 bnell Flect ... 3 2 1 0191t 4
[ Boarrowdale “B7.03 001 213 17 2 Daih =feeet .03 2 1 017 13 4
4 Wadl, Motors ¢ 302 1 a1l 4 bBeai's YA AT 3F 2 01 04713 4
4 Port Sunlicht .03 2 1 016518 4 Iinacre ... .3 021 017 13 04
2 Thingewall o 3 01 01 11911 3 Wotbe Parlke .03 1 1 11416 3
2 Creen Tan W 31 01 1116 3 Mamilten M. ... 3 1 2 01317 2
{1 Durrowidae B 003 0 1 21317 2 Walpeo Dk, “A7 3 1 2 01317 2
0 Cazen OV 3 003 0 327 0 WBenks .03 0 2 11119 1
0 Cliverontr T 03 0032 0 2828 0 fwrdon Inst. .2 0 2 60 515 0
Fourth Division YOUTH
] RAF W RKSY 03 3 0 020 1 6 1Twake YMOUAN S5 4 1 03614 8
6 DY A TaA” 3 3 0 028 2 6 Phead B0 N7, 5 3 2 03317 6
5 Prosdon Moths, .03 2 0 11713 5 1B 4 3 1 02614 6
5 RAVF A (Bhenay 3 2 1 01713 4 Slie 3 2 03119 6
4 Thivndale "B 03 1 1 115 15 3 Wial-hioeh A 2 03020 6
2 Wall, e, 07 a 01 21416 2 (reashy 2 2 12723 h
1 Vesforn O L 301 2 01020 2 =balchogre L 2 3 020030 4
1 \_'.\\-'.f‘.\. ........... 5 0 2 1 92t 1 = Aones (R 2 3 013 37 4
0 ' oSenlight A3 002 1 8 %2 1 1le<wall . 1 3 12228 3
0 Thingwall A 3 0 3 0 327 0 ConyviYoalh . 04 0 238 0

l)



Women’s Divisions.

By Margaret Lindner

Balfour Only 100 per cent Team

vou will have your best
table fennis “bib  and tucker”  all
reaily for the “Ladics” Night” at the
Drill ITa!l on Wednesiay next.

Muny will regret that the Gorden
Tnatit:de i3 not to e the scene, as we
had come 1o leok upon the ** Gordon.”
with its homwely atinosphere, as almost
our nwn hall, and many will jeel that
they  are  “plaving away” at this
vear's Open. Let us hope the new
venne will come up to expectations
and be the sfart of a new epoch in
Meorzevside table tennmis.

1, personally, think that zome of the
games in the preliminary rounds are

Mozt of

often more exeiting than the actual
finals  as  go many players hecome
stage conscions, and therg wre not
many whe do no suffer from finals
nerves.
TOUCH AND GO
The =zea=on iz already well under

way, and many good matches have
been played, not to meniion exchange
of  holiday experiences and jumper
patierns, c¢fe, 0!

Balfonr are the only team in ile
First Division to have won all their
matehez.  T1owas toueh and go against
Raflers:; the score 7-3 does not really
do 1he maieh justice. Tt was certainly
Qlive Dicken=on’s night out against
Dloey and Pinkic Mav, Olive winning
hoth =ets, 25-23. in the third aeainst
Pinkie, and a very hard maich againsi

Bluery,  Thig surely zaved the day for
Ralfeur.
Kayv Rumjahn, who was only  just

recuperating  from an operation, was
natuirally plaving well helow her form.
T wouldn't he a hif zurprized 1o sce
the zeore reversed in the relurn mateh,
or al least a draw, M ehnwtld be an
rxciting maleh.

Howmeeroft have been fortunate to
sign on Pal Tees, who has 8 good, open
style. as their No. 2. Mnlly Christian,
T believe. has deci-led to plav in Clare-
mont’s mixed team only this vear

Bibhv's run of successes was halloed
at Oakhill, when the latter won 6-4.
Jovee Cook fell to Mary  Ruber!
in the third game. after & very exciting
mafeh, 23-25. 21-18. 23-2!. Pelife
Doreen Dancaster alsa did her share
by defeafing M. Rannister, and onlv

jnst lost to Marjorie Barron 1821 in
the 1hird game. The other sets were
won bhe Bdna Meore, W. Tlignett. and
E. Dravis (2).

Mres. L. Jenkins, Bootle  Civil
Defence, commenced  the scason in
granl styvle at home arainst DBalfour,

hy defeating Olive  Dickenson  26-24.
11-21. 21-17. which, as most of you
know, is no mean feal. B. Waterson
also  won Ler mateh  againzt Tl
Rebhinson 1o reduce Balfour’s lead by
1wo sels.

Aigburth’s firs!l leam only lesl one
mateh in Oelober.  Thev are forfunate
in their very capable secretary, Mis,

Irene Hturgeon, whe 1z in no small
way  responsible  for  the  friendly

hespitality always to be [ound there,
Both in Leswue malches and anters
city maiches.  Mrs, Sturgeon is also
a verv keen supporter of all the T.eague
activitics.

Littlewoods top the Secend Division,
having  won ail  {heir  matches in
October, which iz a jolly good start
for their  first  zeason. Domestic
Mission. Mossley Hill. and Rafters
AT follaw, having lozt one mateh,

TITLE WINNER

Owineg {0 an overzigh! last month,
the winner of the euinea nrize for
sneeesting o ile for the Teague's
nregnaine was omifted. He o was My
o Grifitha, secretary of the Tlolme
Tfev Club, who Thas sinee bhecome
contribidor  of the TFonrth Division
nofes, AMare (han 500 ontrics were

recoived in the competition.

Dates to Remember

NOV. 22.25 Mersevzide Open.

NOV, 20- DR 2 Eaglizsh Onen

Fan., 18-20 Lancashire Onen.

TFEDR. g FEneland v. Treland
at Liverpoul.

MAR. 26 T.eague Championzships.

12.




North Notes By J. E. Neill
Leaders in Marathon Match

;g Gather round Nerth Regionnairves A swwpestion comes from o Alee
d and let ns review and talk over two davuat=on anent regional tournaments.
" . Tei’= have an cveni for all Nos 1. 2
. weeks of League and Cup batlles. snd 3 oamd another fnr 4’2 aud 5'a
[;] The match  belween Tamiltan  What o von fhink?
T Migzion and Burlington provided some . . B L .
’ astonizhing facls and figurcs.,  Eiglit g oo ™ T T T
ﬁi of the ten sets went to three games, r‘,’:;of‘rpis\tf EdNIard’ g B'”P;t,}’ }tf‘e
o f of which Hamilton Mis=sion lost six, (':gn enst“d et poo ,S??r s writer, ﬁ.-iisn
il : ;md of the 28 games plaved Burling rt(m cor:m tar oon Th\e’r;v‘e rs aSIdSPé e
- ; fnok 18 angd the Mission 10. Believe final c:‘t “the Philh coey b ”T’?’I
it or mot the AMission lest 8-2. The 5@ the Dizest = o0 ®
o score of the game helween . Wilkos ges .
e and Marney IHarrison was 30-28 9-21 )
e 21-18, GET YOUR BADCE
1 At the time of writing Burlington . b ;
v Irad the League and 1heir most serions IJ'”I‘ new Lt1 gue ‘h vlere atd brooches
. challengers are likely to be English I‘,"Jm’l‘;]:’?n:"ﬁ Tl ";] }lu_l)n;} H{]]”IHS]
+ 0l iry ] '1\ . s 3 q C';. 1 k: 8] [ H fFrng oMersey-
iy ] ileciric, Bootle Y.AL., an« Linacre Sder Be <o vou el yoms, Ther
zg EARNED REPLAY are prieed 1s,
Gordon Tnstitute, the region’s new- — - -
Ly 2t comers, are finding tlieir engagemenis
Itl rather rough, but I am sure they wilk !
b hattle on and trv to strengthen their
: side.
) In the Readman Cup we still have ;
worithy representatives. Norman Cooke BRUSH—-VA CUUAI
earned a replay for Dath Street by
winning the last sel arainsyd Wavertree . .
“A911a 1621 2492 Chimn ey Cleaning
J. G. Wehster and TJ. Bridee Iaid
the foundations of Waterloo Tlock’s
L. victory in their Hvde Cuwn-tie against — -
r Kingswav ““A " bv winning {wo soets
& each.  Bobh Russell, the Deck’s No. 1.
" alsa won both sete against Walerloo No MESS!
e Park, and Trank Lacev, Linacre’s pen-
e > holder, got two of his team’s four sets
1 ’ against English Electric. No PREPARATION!
i Jack TLambert. English Electric's
fair-minded secretarv. sends me a note
i complaining: “ We plaved on a dance No CLEANING UP!
' finor and one of onr plavers injured
. his knee and wrist through slipping. e L

1 think the floor more important than
the lighting.”

There’s a lot in what Jack savs, and y —
1 will add a comwplaint of my own. For prompi atiention ﬂpp[y
Will secretaries please advise me in

advance of re-arranged matches. T 26; EVERTON RD, L)J)OOL, &

called at one club to see a mafch only

to find it hac heen re-arranged. Telfpﬁarze.' ANEid 3570

Also will secretaries please keep me
posted on the fortnnes of your club and
plavers.

1.3
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West Region.

By N. H. Holland.

Great Game Opens New Home

As T owiite only three weeks' fixtires
have heen completed. Dut it is already
ciear that tle division leaders, Thorn-
dale, Coseo, Thorndale A7 and ROALL
{Wesl Kirby), are ucl going io he dis-
lodszed casily. oweser, the scason
18 youny,

Thorndale v, Claremont: This wax
the opening match at Thorndale’s new
pavilion, surely one of the finest in all
Mersevside.  On their play 1 don't see
eiriier team droppine wany points this
=@USOT, The spectatois =1 counted
al least B0—-were keo! on temierhooks
to the c¢nd. Thernaale won by the
odd sel, 21-19, in the ihird, bui the
resill seemed  the loast i Lot
feature  of the evening. R &
tGallagher and  AMrs, P, O'Connell
(Thorndale) and . Buckley and G.
Rawsthorne  (Claaemont) ppres<od
pirticutarly.

Victory . v. B Jogeph's: Without
W. Tostlethwaite, their No. 1, the
Saints found Vietory Hovial {fco sirong
for them and sulfered their [irst defeat
in two seasons. The winners No. 3,
. Wootlon, won both hiz set in {wo-
straight for the second week in
SUCCORRIOT.

100 PER CENT
Undefeated to date 1z E. Smith. of

Bronze Sports, the oulslanding memher

of last =eason‘s West TRegion team.
Tel has a remarkahle turn of speed for
one who is ne lighiweight and com-
hinrs a powerful forehand drive with
a «0lid defence.

Since they began their  coaching
schome the style of the Creep Inn
plavers has improved tremendously,
and John and Sheila Tangley mnat
feel very satisfied with the w»rogress
the elub has made since 1946, The first
feam has wvet io collect a peint, but
theitr opening programme was a fough
onuen, and to take {hiree =etz from Thorn-
dals was no mean feal.

Claremont v. DBirkenhead Juniors:
Alr. Dudlesione  was  looking  very
pleased with his team at thiz mateh.
The YAILC.A lade foun<d the floor
surface rather tricky and had some
anxinnz momenis before running out
winners 6-4. )

Wallasevy  Motors v, Birkenhead
Co-op: Onlvy 22 points separated fthe

teams in a drawn maleh, which ran to

14.

26 games. Al

R. Phillips found W.
Lowe, the Co-op, star, too strong, but
home against N, Cheshire
] .21, 22-20. R, Kirk took one
sl i ozave one, but W. A, Brown
lost {0 ¢, A, Grice and T. Gibbons,

SURPRISE TEAM

Aliloueh  at  the moment Cosco,
Burrowdale, and St. Peter’s are in the
lea:] in {he Sceond IMvision there is
nothing 1o chooze between the fitst
geven leams widd iliere ave plenty of
needle malches in prospect from now
to Chrizbias,

&, Peter’s made a  flying  start
which reminds me that Tom Buckley,
al {he vouill fourmamenti last spring,
tipped them as one of this scason’s
smrprise teamns.  His confidence seems
justificd, espocially as they are now
plaving In a higher division,

Wallazey Molors “A” have gained
as  many  poinis  already as they
ama=sed  all last season. They
havent won many matches in the past,
but one thing they have never lost is
their semse of humour. This may
well he theiv vear if they can avoid
foo many changes in their present
tomm built around M. Shelley, DMiss
A, Courtnev, J, Woods, and Miss [,
Carroll.

Rurrowdale "B v, Creep Inn “T7:
AMatch drawn, thanks to home wins hy
Ars. (. B, Yones (2). V. Popham (2),
and Mrs. P. Savage, who just failed
also to win her second-half set. Creep
Inn suceesses were by A, Bowe (2), H.
Williams (1}, and R. Boumphrey (2),
who alieady hat a win against T, Lind
Clarement “A™Y 1o his credit

1+ was fouch and go at Manor Road
when T, O'Dwver  (Therndale B
just heal AMiss P. Comer (Wallasev
Juniers “T3’) £21-19 in the third to
eive hisg side a point. while against
Prenton Methodist. J. Rarnes and T,
Philline (Port. ®unlieht “A”) also just
piped A, W. Oiler and N. Camphell
21-19 in the third 1o foree a draw,

To the four divigions 25 plavers
have plaved in everv match without
conendine a set, The closest fight
tn date Wag hetween R, Kirk
(Wallagsevy  Motors) and T. Morfon
(Wallazey  Juniors “A™) and ended
19-21, 22-20, 25-23.

’
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East Region.

By V. Jenkinson.

Hyde Cup Successes For Region

The preliminary round of the Read-
man Cup produced no surprises, We
{ook a thrashing, bul then, we fully
cxpecled to.  The Region gave of its
best, and as far as T amn concerned
that’s all {haf matters.

The tlyde Cup iz a different proposi-
tion. for we came out of the first round
in grangd style.  Bad luek in the draw
micant {hat eight East Reglon leams
had to play cach other, so that elimin-
ated four straight away. Out of 17
starters 10 teams ave still in the run-
ning. eight of whieh have got bves fo
the third round.

The fact that this trophy has been
won by the West Reglon over a period of
vears, makes me all the more keen (o
see 1l come to thiz Reegion for a change.
I am hoping that all concerned will
make a special effort. so good hunting!

NO DISGRACE

Oakhill C., minus one plaver. had a
stern  tagsk  when they  entertained
Anfield “ B In the first round of the
Hyde Cup. The fact that theyv
anfiered an 8-2 defeal was no disgrace.
for, despite the handicap of a misging
plaver, they made a fight of it.

les Wright was a grand leader for
Oakhill, Te attacked and defended
in as neat a style as one could hope
to see. Norman Hover at No. 2 relied
mainly on a hackhand drive that was
Iethal, bul not as consistent as it
might be. He and T.es Wright won
the only two games hy defeating AlfL
Leatham.

Juck Murphy. a  veory  energetic
plaver, Ied the Anfielders with great
gusto, ahly supported by Jack Hughes
and  Hrie Fleleher. Bervl Ward,
making her second appearance with
the teant, gave a hrilliant display of
defence in withstanding zome fiery
Adrives from Oalkhill’s Bthel Davis, and
heliove me. Ethel can hit hard.

Ruth  Jacohsen, also of Qakhill,
stood a8 good chance of winning.,  She
was vory cnthusiastie, but her desire
to atiack the whole fime Inevitahly
1o to frouble. and she lost many
points throngh going ferward to tre
and drive a ball that was falling very
zhort.

Tast Waveriree gol an easy pazmsagoe
15,

to the second round of thie llyde Cup,
by deleating Claremont B 10-0.
Leading the aliack for Wavertree was
Alec. Field, and he was in fine form.
TTis hitting had plenty of sting, and
on ihe Iew occasions when he was
forced fo retreat, his defence would
huve  isgeouraged  any  opponent.
Those of us who have had the pleasire
of playing against Alec will regret to
learn that. due (o businesg commit-
mants in Africa, he will be leaving us
next Ifehbrnarv,

No. 2 for Wavertree was Keith
Sharples, and in doing a Jekyll and
Hyde act, had me completely deceived.
In a game that was notable for itz
Irek of action, Keith, verv subdued,
inst plodded along, {aking hiz points as
thev ecame.

Surpriges followed, for in hiz second
game he came 1o life wifh an attack
from hoth sides of fhe table that was
{irst rafe.

Frank Simpson and Alan - Johnston
were all competent in all they did.
while Alan Spring (brought in at the
T msmend) Jdid his share in making
this a ¢lean sweep.

NO WEAKNESS

T had the opportunity of sdeing
Edwardians “A” in action recently.
and. despite their Iow position in the
Teaguce table. theyv are a foree to be
reckoned with. There are no  weak
links in the side. and thev all believe
in hitting hard and  often. Thizs
anplies rapecinlly to John MceQuaid—
when he hits that ball, bev, oh bov.
yon can havdlv see i om0,

T like also the wmalch lemperament
of Peter Goodall, for when an onno-
nent Jdelivers sueh Tueky shote as {ahla
edges and not cords against him,
Poter arknowledee then with a good-
natured chuekle and g word of con-
gratulation.  This is the spirit that
woe want in this rogion,

THIS MONTH'S STORIES

The doctor who recently said that
thers is nothine =0 danserons ag mixed
drinks  eanunt  have  tried O Aixed
Donbles.”

Al ons cluh recenily one of the ont-
slandine plavers was missing. T is
belioved he was secrotly trving ouf the
new ° Health Service.”

-
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South Region.

By Patricia Alcock

Lucem’s Championship Bid

Let us examine the prospects of the
two divisions in our region in the light
of the matches that have been played.

In Division 1, it is still 1oo carly
to prophesy who will be the champions
but Lucem. Waverlree C.C. “ A" anc
Liverpool Y.M. continue to register
convincing wins. It should he
interesting to see what happens when
these teams are drawn onc against the
other.  Already, Elm Ha!l Drive, who
looked like hemg possibie champions
fast month have been decisively
defeated by Lucem. who also gcored a
10-0 victory over Aigburth Methodists
last month,

Although the standard of the best
teams in this division is high, those
in the lower half are not in the same
class, Thig is due to the shertage of
really promising young players.

PROMISING YOUNG PLAYER

In Division 2, the championship is
aven more in the balance, many of the
teams heing of similar strength. This
is evidenced in the faet that the mateh
between Livex “A” and Lucem A"
two of the top five teams, resulted in
a draw. The other three teams. which
all have decicsive victories to their
credit, are Dunlops, Liverpool Y.M.{.A,
A’ and Cadwa A"

_One promising young playver in this
division is 15-year-old D. Rodrigues,
No. 3 for YM.C.A “A”
he is rather erratic. hut he has gond

At pregent”

stvle andd tactics.  With more experi-
ence, he shonld prove a valuable assel
te the regton in the futare.

1y the ** Kvening Chrenicle " elimina-

tion  towrnament.  Miss M. Rubert,
holder of the Boulh Regional Women’s
Sineles  Chawwionship,  reached  the
capti-final, only to lose 1o Mrs. Al
Achton, Andrey Richards, who some-
times plavs for Alghurth ““C7 in the
Senth Region, lost to AMiss Rubert in
the third round, after a keenly-con-
tester] match.

Saeveral South Region teams ave ¢om-
peting for the Readman Cup, and it
will he interesting to wateh their pro-
press this month.

In couclusion, T hear from Don
Brown. that arrangements for the second
Sonth Reeinnal Tournament, to be held
in January, are well in hani. May
it he cven more sneeessful ihan the
first,

MISTY OUTLOOK

Those of us who wear glassez know
how annoying it is to find them steam-
ing over during play. This usually
happens about 10-all in the third and
can be very diztracting.  After all it
i=n’t easv to be  optimistic with a
misty optic! T am 1old that polish-
ing the lenses with a =pot of paraffin
will do the trick. Does an.v(mal'_]i(now

For

Repairs and

of a better remedy N.
Decorations Consult

JOHN HINDSON

2la, Duke Street

DECORATOR ROYal

Liverpool |

4709 CONTRACTOR
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Youth Division.

By E. G. McGenity

Hoylake At The Top

Well lads and lassies, the season is
now in full swing, jusl as vour fore-
band should be.

Hoylake Y.M.C.A., showing
improvement since I saw them last
vear, are seliing the pace. In their
game against Rock Ferryv St. Annes,
thexy played =ome high-class  fable
ternnis, and, althoungh losing the match,
gave a far betfer display than T have
sern from many regional leams.

vasl

Also impressive, to myv mind, was
the good grace with which they tnok
this defeat. Tt iz easy to smile and
he courteons when {hings are going
VOUr wav. [t iz rather a diffcrent
matter, however, when the chips are
stacked against you.

POINTS THROWN AWAY

Would that I  could write so
oplimistically of Rock Ferry 86 Annes,
who have figured prominently in the
honanrs battle in the last two seasons.:
With the same playvers available, one
would suppose that thev would again
e to the fore.  Tndeed, their victory
over Hovlake was accomnlished minus
two of their regulars.  ®ad then that
thiz fine team should throw away six
points by failing to fulfil three fixtures.

A great “ Derby ™ game will bhe
witnessad helween the fivet and second
teams of Birkenhead Bovs” Club, Too
had that we must go to press heiore
thiz ti{-hit can be reported. bul whal-
ever the result (it's no certainly either
wav), we can he assured of a gnod.
clean stimeggle, true to {he traditions
to ahly fosfered by Mr. Len Jones and
company,

Convention of Youth have eot off on
the wrong fool and are finding “{ho
going 7 pretty  tough, hut if medals
were given for {rving they would he
right at the front of the queue.

0w three  newcomers.  Ashville,
fveashy and Woodchureh are all meel-
ing with mixed fortunes. Greasbhby
made a  fair start, but have since
faltered. their Inek being ont when
gaing nnder 4-6 to Woodehurch,  The
latter, hv contrast, after crashing io
Rirkenhiead B.C.. in  their opening
fixfure, are nnw amone the points
with a wall-over from 2f. Annes.

Ashville,  having

sneenmhbed o

17,

[Toylake in their first match (a lense
sthinggle 1hig) oblained some consola-
tion at the expense of Convention of
Youth. Being new 1o competitive
plav, . follows quite naturally that
these sides will he fecling their way

far a while. But wateh Ashviile!

Heswall Nautical  School  are  find-
ing their rather out of the way
position a  decided handicap fo the
fulfilment of fixtures.  Already they
have been conccrned in two * walk-
overs '—one for and one against, A

pity this, because there is some useful
talent among (hese lads.

0Old faithfuls, “The Shafts,” are in
the thick of the fray again. I always
have the idea when watching © Alr.
Youneg's bova,” that with a liltle more
“devil " in their games, they could: go
piaces, Seme  organized practice
wiih a couple of the “ older hands ™ to
iron out the major faults, and this
team conld take on the hest,

We are sorry to announece that BMr,
Derek Helland haz heen compelled 1o

rosion from the Management Com-
mitter as Youtlis Divicion Secretary,
owing 1o huziness  reasons, Mr.

MeGenily has an unrivalled knowledge
of our vouih clubs and we hope to have
furthoar inferesting  articles  from his
pen.

Mr. T. G. Brandreth

At the League dinuer to the President
the absence of Mr, T. G. Brandreth,
our former chairman, led 1o many
innuiries, .

Al members of the League will regret
1o hear that for several months Mr.
Rrandreth has been in poor health.
whicl has necessitated hig retirement
fronn bmsiness. and his absence from
w1l his  well-laved sporting interests.
To miss his sport has been most irk-
ome to hil, bul his keenness remains
a lively as over. :

We sincerely hope it will not he
long hefore hie is restored fo his old

self,
J. H, C, Hughes.



[T

Hints And Tips

Begin Your

The hintg this month are devoled
to the service, a matter which is still
causing players a lot of trouble.  All
readers will find sowmething to learn
from this artiele, but remember, all
instructions are for a right-handed
player.

Hand flat, fingers straight, ball in
flat of hand, not on fingers. Throw
up vertical, then serve as follows—

On forehand side.

Body position—Left shoulder towards
the net body facing % to table, feet
about 12 inch apart making an angle
of about 60 degrees with baseline of

table.

1.—Topspin the ball across the table
diagonally from corner to corner. This
is donme by sweepine the bat towards
the ball and striking it over the top
with the bat tilted forward =slightly.

2 —Topspin the bhall straight down
gide of table.

3.—8hort one over the net to oppo-
nent’s forehand.

On ,backhand side.

Body position. — Right shoulder
towards net body facing 3 1o table,
right foot forward.

1.—Topspin ' from backhand side
diagonally across the table, by striking
the ball with an up and forward move-
ment with bat ineclined slightly down
on the ball.

2.—Topspin serve down side of table.

3.—Topspin =erve at opponent’s
hody,

4,—Very short and low over the nef.

This is done by having the bat
underneath the ball and tilted upwards
and towards the net so as to receive
ithe bhall as it comes down from the
vertical throw up.  Just enough move-
ment of the hat is made for the hall
to bounce hoth sides of the net.

Varvy spin, speed, hounce. and
direction for each service.
PRACTICE

The only way to improve is to
practice eonseientioualy.
Always play under good conditions.

Devote three or four days a week of
1'% hours with a plaver of higher
standard.

Practice one shot only until it is
done instinetively, it may take two or

By Peter Rumjahn

Game Right

three weeks or longoer.
Only then attempt another shot.

Evening Chronicle
Tournament

A service is a good one jf your oppo-
nent has 1o move his feet 1o return it.
The “‘Evening Chroniele ” Tourna-
ment this yeuar has been organisad on
different lines. Instead of players

arranging their meetings privately, the

various zones play off on one day at
a sinxle venue,  The winners of each
zone will play off the remaining rounds
np to the finals at  Manchester on
Saturday, with the finals at Belle Vue
on December 4, in copjunction with an
inlernational invitation tournameut.
If there is a sufficient demand the
Leagiie will run a special bus. Con-
tact the League Secretary.

The Liverpool section was played at
Cadwa when 55 men and 20 women
entered, the largest ever made in one
distiict since the competition slarted
in 1935.

The four men who won through to
the latter rounds were: R. Royle (Oak-
hilly, W, Dignan (Cheshire Lines), M.
Oukes (Oakhill), and J. Waftts (15th
Croshy).

Watts, a seasoned cainpaigner, was
never fullv extended, apart from a stern
encounted with E, Davies (DunIoF)!
but Dignan had a hectie fight in his
last match against K. Pemberion
hefore winning 21-18 in the third game.
Oakes, a much improved player, beat
some very useful opponents, and Boyle
also displayved good form.

The two ladies to pass through were
A. Jones (Homecroft) and A. Ashton
(St. Heleus). For a brief

spell it =

seemned there might be a major sensa- .

tion. as in an early round, B. Ward
{Anfield) plaved excellently against

Andree Jones and took the first game, -

In the end, however, experience told.

A, Ashton, who plaved at one time -

far a T.verpool club, was very steady _-

and her defensive play was too much
for he~ varions opponents.

The conditions of play, and the
ganeral organisation at Cadwa, were
extremely good, and for this much
credit must go to Mr. and Mrs, Scraggs.

18.
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Pen Personalities
Mrs. J. Womphrey

One of our outstanding personalities
ix undoubtedly Mrs. Womphrey, betier
known as “ Womph,” who has been
connected with the League for 23 years.

Cominencing with Birkenhead Co-op.,
she later moved to Bootle, and il was
there that her game fully developed.
The Tadies’ representative for ten
years, she helped to form the Women’s
Division in 1937, and one of her most
enjoyable expericnces was when acting
as hostess to all the Continental
entrants when the English Open was
held in Liverpool in 1931,

Other official positions have been
Ladies” Represenlalive for the North
of England, and President of the Ponte-
fract T.T.L.

More recently she has heen the
guiding light of Anfield Ladies, who,
as a resuli, are playing this season in
the First Division for the first time.

“Womph ™ has mnot confined her
activities {o table teonis, as she has
achieved fame in musical circles, and
has in her time conducted both a male
voice choir and an orchestra!

81D JACKSON

To Sid Jackson, mosi appropriately,
fell the hononr of making the presenta-
tion to the League's President at the
recent celebration dinner.  One of the
oldest serving memhers, Sid has been
connected with the League since 1930.
Although never an outstanding player,
he gave stalwart service in those davs
to North Liverpool and later to St.
S8imon’s (now Anfield).

It is as a member of the Commitiee
that 8id Jackson has served the League
most faithfuily. He has the unique
record of continuons committee service
for 20 years, and his experience and

outspoken  viewz  have heen of
tremendons  valne.
Not least of his invaluable services

iz that of heing responsible for the
lichting of tahles, ete., at the various
{ournaments,

The League owes a great debt to this
experienced member, who has given so
much  help during the past 1wo
decades.

J. D L.

Shorts v. Slacks

Battle
By Moya,

A fierce little stormm s hrewing up
in the E.T.I A’ teacup on the ques-
tion of uniformity of dress for men,
a kind of shorts versus slacks battle.

Those against the less cumbersome
shorts say that nothing looks quite zo
bad in a fournament or international
matech than to see doubles pariners in
the opposing dress—one in shorts and
the other in slacks.

1l guite agree, a team should all be
dressed alike, buf as the majority of
tonrnaments and bhig matches are held
in  heated halls, which invariably
hecome warmer as the evening wears
on, shorts would appear fo he a good
HHHWPT.

On the other hand there is nothing
worse than tryving o play table tennis
feeling half frozen, and as most of our
League clubrooms are on the cold side,
for personal comfort as well as good
play, slacks here seem to have the
atvantage.

Another argument. which the oppo-
nents of shorte put forward is that
there arc few men who look their best
in them, especiallv when worn with
sonks. Apparentlvy that is one point
on which we women score heavily,

Anvway, don’t you think it ic all a
mafter of {radition, just as in lawn
fennis the American fashion of wear-
ine shorfs at Wimbledon has now
spread nntil more men now waar shorts
than lone flannels.

Tnecidentally, have vou noted the rule
an the hack of vour entry form for the
Merseveide Open?  There it stipulates
that whether slacks or shorts are worn
thev must he grev. Grev shorts! T
have nof =een many, principally khaki
ones,

ADVERTISEMENT RATES

he Tahle Tennis Digest will aceept
small clazsified advertisements at the

following rates: — 3d. per  word,

minimam 18 wordg, per issue.

19.
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These Are Your Letters

@rgan@ed Practice ?

8ir,—I would like to make a sugges-
tion for improving the standard of
piay  on  Merseyside. Enthusiasm
for the game is evident to all but it
may be wasted if not directed 1nto the
right c¢hannels.

Individual players are keen enough,
but too many lack opportunity for prac-
tice; others just do not know how fo
practice. Club officials may be at
fault here— remember how the League’s
preposal for a League clubroom was
turned down.

I suggest the Management Committee
could help in this matter by organis-
ing proper and purposeful practice.
Possibly they could borrow a elub-
room for one night each weck in every
division and invite one member of
each team to attend, the choice fo he
made by secretaries.

If this idea is too difficult, perhaps
it could be tried in one or two of the
divisions. 1 know there are snags
to the idea, but as the possibility of
a League clubroom seems, for the time
being, out of the gquestion, it may
stimulate suggestions from which some-
thing ‘comerete might arise.—Yours,
V. J. CHESHAM (Rafters).
Note.—Vic  Chesham, of course,
answers himzelf.  With League Head-
quarters it wounld be simple, hut to
horrow clubrooms weekly is wellnigh
impossible. unfortunately. But  his
idea of “proper and purposeful”
practice is good—Editors.

In Defence of the Ladies

Rir—Why was the article by Moya
addressed mainly to the ladies of our
League? The worst offenders in this
direction are, hy far, the male
members.

No, the ladies are not the guilty ones,
Gio to any local tournament or match
for proof of this.  The menfolk-—oh
dear—dirty shoes, dirty creaseless
flannels, and, worst of all, multi-
colonred hraces displayed for all to
see,

Nowadavs it is not always possible

to appear wearing new pulfits, bul it
ig surely within Iheir nfins to lkeep
shoes while and trousers pressed. Our
male members would do well to
emulate DBarma and Leach in this
matter as well as in actual play.

It is not my intention to start a sex
war, but let’s hope thul by the time we
hold our next tournmament that the
nrenfolk will he as much a credit to
the League as are the ladics, —JENNY
ROBERTS {Acacia).

Note.—I thoroughly agree with you,
Mrs. Reberts, and had intended to pull
the men’s appearance to pieces in this
isste, but vou have done it for me.
It T had the power, T would be tyrant
enough to ban altogether playing in
braces.—MOY.\.

Cup Complaint

Sir—I would like 1o make use of
our new magazine to voice a grouse.

According to the rules of the cup
competitions, ithe home secretary is
supposed to notify his opponents of
the day and place the match will take
place.

We have heen unfortunate enough to

got drawn away three times, yet only

once have I been notified about the
match,

This, {o my mind, is a disgraceful
state of affairs, and proves that
secretaries do mot read the rules as
laid out in the handbook.

May I suggest that there is one
rermedy which would rectify this spirit
of laziness—namely, to award the
mateh to the away team in the event
of their not receiving notice of the
match at least seven days before the
proposed date.

This may seem a drastic penalty, but
I am confident that after one or fwo
applications, the rule would not he
needed again!—N. COOKE (Becretary,
Bath Street).

Note—1t appears that Cup Rule
No. 2 is heing overlooked by more than
one club, as this is not the only case
to come to our notice thiz season.—
Fditors.




