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Y A recent check-up has revealed the fact that in a small J
I number of cases clubs are offending against Rule 23¢ by allow-
along ing players to appear for a lower side than the one for which :
- they are officially registered. (Considering the size of the
s League and the number of new c¢lubs appearing each season, '
l‘]' Lt it iz quite remarkable how few are the offences, but it might ?
) bat be as well if those clubs with a number of sides kept a closer ;
check to make sure that the Rule was not being broken.
One case already considered by the Management has
oK. resulted in a club forfeiting u point, and it must be realised
that sconer or later other defaullers will suffer in the same way.
table. The growth of the League during the post-war years has .
ith a been quite phenomenal, and already at this early stage there il
hered are, we understand, a large number of clubs watting to apply i
for membership for 1951-52. - i
~ No one can say when this expansion will come to an end, g
geous it certainly shows no sign at the moment, but there is a danger [f
that the League is going to hecome unwieldly in the next year f
hand. or two as new divisions are formed. j%
Tbow - We would like to offer two suggestions for this problem. i
b and Firstly, a return is made to the old twelve clubs in a division, ‘
g which would mean five divisions for every six at present in )
on of existence,  The consequent extension of the season by four |
weeks will only be a return to the practice of previous seasons, i
and, inecidenally, would bring ue into line with the majority of l
Leagues. :I
held Secondly, a very bad bottle-neck has already developed in
Road. . . N SO p
Tuary Cheshire, where, according to the Rules, one elub is promoted
e 18 to every three from the Liverpool side, although they have
?Fmbe four divisions to Liverpool’s five. ~This is obviously unfair. I'
amp. Would it not be hetter if the West Region was split into West- |
Birkenhead and West-Wallassy, each with its own Regional : l
Secretary and each participating in the inter-regional tourna- ]
ment ? j
We invite comment on this matter, for clearly it is a con- :‘
pe. troversial issue which all may not agree.
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From The Secretary’s Desk
English

England play Ireland on Fridag,
February 9, with TLiverpool as the
venuel. We are staging it at the
Philbarmonic IIall, and il would be
hard to find a hetter sctting for what
promiscs to be one of the most interest-
ing matches of the serics, as England
are ““fielding’’ their strongest team,
who will need to go all oul againsl
the Trishmen, whose recent successes
leads one to the concluzion that “they
are going places.”

The Tngland team is Johnny Leacn,
Aubrey Simons, Brian Kennedy, Ronuie
Allecock, and 1he Misses Peggy Franks
and Adele Wood, while Treland will he
selected  from  the following:—Vietor
Mercer, Tvan Martin, 8. Clerkin, T,
I'ox, H. O'Prey J. Christie, and the
AMiszez H. Agnew, 7. Dawkins, and
C. A. Egan.

Leach, Simons, and Kennedy have
heen invited to represeni England in
the Swaythling Cup in Vienna ear'y
in March. but there are still vacancies
to be filled in hoth the Swaythling and
Corbillon Cup teams. and the English
Selection Committee will be present
at the Philharmonic. together with tr»
“Clabhinet” of the E.T.T.A., as there is
to he a meeting of rthe Nalional
FExecutive on Saturday morning.

THE PLAYERS

Hetre are a few hrief details of :le
teams:—

JOHNNY LEACH., who hopes to
regain the World Championship title
he held last vear, has just won the
French Singles title in Paris. Travels

Irish Stars

2.

By W. Stamp

At “Phil.”

to the United Stales after the World
Championships at Vienna to defend nis;

thiee American titles,
AUBREY SIMONS lost to Jolmm
here i1 Lhe final of the Mersevside,

and again in the FKrench (‘hampwn
ghips, after defeating Guy Amourefti n¢
the semi-final.

BRTAN KENNEDY  (Yorkshire}
plaved his firat [nternational against
Irelannd in Mareh, 1948, in Dublia,
when only 16, Now in the R.AF. hej
plaved himself vinto the Swaythling
Cup {eam by his ountstanding perform-
ance in the English OQpen at Wembley
in December, when he heat Simons
in the fifth pame in {he semi-final, and
then lost to A. Erlich. He hal
previously heaten . T. Venner, R, A
Miller, and M. Haguenaur.

RON ALLCOCK {Lancashira)
received hiz first Tnternational honours ;
againat Treland at Belfast last year.®
and is the holder of the Pontefrad
open, when he defeated Brian Kenne 3
in the final. He iz a hard- thl“,_
attacking player, and on his day almost
unplayable.

PEGGY FRANKR is ranked No, 1 in
England, whom she has represented .
many oecasions, Holds the Belgisn
Mivxed title with Leach, and lost to
Miss (3. Pritzui in the Women’s Singles
in December.

ADELE WO0OD (Lancashire) was ml
Inst vear’s Corbillon Cup team and may
oven vel he chosgen this vear.  Won all’
three titles in the recent Manchester
CTosed (the Mixed with Ron Alleock).
and holds  the  following  Women's
Sineles  titles—Laneashire, North of
Tueland. Yorkshire., and Pontefra:t.
I nlaving very confidently at the
moment,

Tom—

BEAT REISMAN

will probably be led ‘¥
VICTOR MERCER (Ulster).
hander, with a strong defence, holls
the Ulstor title,
tation when he defeated Marty Reis
man in the semi-final of the Leinster
Open last month., but lost to Guay
Amonretti in the final. With J. T
Burns won the Men’s Doubles, defeat-
ing Reisman and Amovretti in the
semni-final. :

IVAN MARTIN
attacking plaver.

Treland

{Ulsler). Strong
His latest sucecosaes

Continned on P 3
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First Division.

Challenge To

Reviewing the play and results of the
First Division, 1 amn forced to the con-
clugion that the standard of play is not
shawing the progress which can be
s.en in the lower divizions and regicns.

At the start of the season 1 was of
the opinion that tliere would be a close
struggle for the leading positions, but
from & glance at the table it wouid
appear that the only challengers 1o
Ralfour are Homecroft and Rafters,
Crosby Scouts are no longer a team 1o
he feared, and Rafters “A” would
appear to be a bit too far behind io be
any menace to the leaders.

NEW HOPE

Balfour have maintained their lead
at the top of the division, and are three
ponts ahead of Rafters;, while down
at 1he other ead, African Oil have
climbed ahove Anficld. African Oil
ubtained the necessary points to o
this at the expense of the weakened
Croshy Scouts, their win by 7-3 giving
thiem uew hopes concerning their
reiegation battle.

To complete iheir fixtures for 1950
they played the oulstanding fixture
with Balfour on December 28, and
although the result wag an 8-2 win for

Balfour, there was  considerakle
tengion until well after the half-way
stage.

An opening win for J. Coveney over
Les. Davies put new life inuto a team
which congiders that fortune has not
Been kind 1o them this season. A very
hard struggle between F. Varty and
Reg. Hetherington ended with fthe
latter levelling the score at one a'l
The next two sets were shared, and
then Balfour took the lead at 3-2. That
was the end so far as African Oil were
concerned, but there were several very
close games, and had Bell heen play-
ing more like his normal form, the
result might have been closer still.,

The main interest since the holidays
has, of course, been centred on ine
third round of the Readnan Cup. Bal-
four “A”" were held to a draw at the
first meeting by Wallasey Juniors. .t
was an eXcellent match, and showed
the Juniors as a well-halanced teamn
with cxeellent prospects.

But cup-ties are unpredictable things
and it was a different story in the re-

. play at Wallasey, for Balfour A’ eame

away with a 10-0 win to put them into
the fourth round. and so meet their own
senior side,

Leaders

"ments.

By G. Wiliiams.

Fading

The outstanding tie of the round was
bewween Raiters and Raiters A7 bui
unfortunately the flu hit the A7 tewin
bhauly, and three reserves, 1n the Torm
oi Kome Kuinjahn and the May twins,
gepulised for fed Rumjahn, V..
Cieshiam, and D, liclland. wafl is
won eveatually 7-3, but the mateh was
cioser than the score indicates, iror
Ratlers, K. Caird was in cxcellent forni

My nope for a finel tie 18 Rafters and

Balfour. but one never knows 1 a cup-

fles,

Continued from P. 2.
were wins over R. Crayden and K.
Craigic (English [nternafionals) in the
scmi-final and final of the County
Antrim Open, thus retaining his title.
3. CLERKIN (Leinster). Young
player of considerable ability, who has
{hig scason heaten Mercer, Martin, and
Fox, and only narrowly lost to O'Prey.

J, FOX (Ulster), Natural attacking
player, extemded Craigie to five games
‘n the semi-final of the County Antrim
Open.

Miss H. AGNEW (Ulster). Past
holder of Ulster Open and Irish Closed
fitles,

Miss F. DAWKINS (Munster). Irish
closed title-holder.  Has useful, guick
attack

AMiss C. A, EGAN (Leinster). Holder
of Ulster and Leinster Open titles. Has
a good defence.

A word about the booking arrange-
You will find on referring to
the inside back cover that the prices
of adwmission are the same as at the
Alersevside, and a8 on previeus
oceasions a poster has been sent to
yonr club seceretary, together with a
card on which he can {enter your
requirements should you wish to make
up a party from your club. Will you
also once again bring along your
relations and friends and support us
like vou did in November?

We have a reputation second to none
throughout the country for the staging
and supporting of big events. The
former 15 being taken care sof—the
latter iz in vour hands. Get in touch

with vour Secretary as soon as possible
go that you will be assured of thé besi
seats at whatever price vou wish to
pav.
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Second Division.

Looking At

Leaders
By K. Baldock.

This month I will try to analyse tae
leaders of our division—Bibby’s, who
have led from the start and alrealy
look like ©eing champions, and Home-
croft ““A,” a strong side anxious to
join their first team in the premier
division.

Bibhy's would not disgrace them-
selves in Division I. as they have a
good all-round side, and each player
is equal to his position in the feam.
Their plaving strength has centred
round eight players, of whom €. Smith
and 8. Wooding have appeared each
week.

The former told me of a very gocd
game they played against Bootle
Y.M.C. A, last October.

The friendliness of the Bootle
players, together with a close game,
provided a gocd evening's enterfain-
ment. I notice that though Bibby's
won 8-2, six sets were won in the third
game and that in three of them on
points the losing player should have

wWon.
FOUR DEUCE GAMES

Their first and tenth games of tne
season were against Oakhill “A,” who
do not appear to be the power they
were. In the first game at Oakhill,
Bihhy's appeared to have no trouhle
in gaining an 8-2 decision, as only the
set belween the two No. 1’s went to a
third game. However, the return
match, although the score was 9-1,
was very cloge. Six sets were decided
in the third game, four games decidad
after dence, and two sets finished level
on pointe, one of which was Qaflhiil’s
econsolation prize.

Homecroft “A” came down froin
Division 1 last season and are likely
to return at their first attempt. Another
tearmn who give a8 much as they receive,
no doubt helped by having three of
eight players appearing regularly.

Unlike Bibby's contrasting games
against Qakhill, Homecroft have had
their closest fights against Anfield “A.”
Each was drawn on sets, but strangely
enough the points were so close in
eleven of them, which needed a third
game to decide, that the result should
have been 6-4 each time in the home
team’s favour.

T do not think thiz team will be
dropping many more points,

The

Third Division By E. Cameron

Youth Allied To
Experience

Chief interest
moment is the Maxwell Fyfe Cup, bui
as you read this the first round wil
have been played. We cannot com-
plain as a division of cup luck, for in
Round t we had five home ties and two
ties,
represgentation in the last 16.

Although we hardly expeet to have
the Readman Cup winner in our ranks
we had five survivors in Round 3 and

of these Bohemians and Victoria Park &

battied their way against strong
opposition to Round 4.

Bohemians, riding the crest of a
wave, are introduced this month
Newly joining our division this seascn
T do not think they will be long in our
division, for they are the tcam of the
$0aR0I1,

Those who have already visited
Bohs. will agree that the table and

the team need a lot of beating; in fact, .
they play a first-class game without |
indulging in safety-first and “win- :

at-all-costs’” tactics. It is, indeed, &
pleasure to play against them.  Still
very much interested in the Readman
Cup, we expect them to do the division
proud in both this and the Maxw:ll
Fyfe Cup.

GIVE NOTHING AWAY.

The side is skippered by Ken Jones,
formerly of Fairlawn, whom you have
already read about in an earlier issue.
The giant of the side is D, Young,
oft. 3ins.
defeat to-date in all his matches. 4.

and with but a solitary @

and tfopic of the -

which should ensure a good ~

LT e

Ryveroft and R. Keddie, playing Nos. @
1 and 2, give nothing away, and these *
four are ably assisted by M. Derby- -

shire, the youngest of the five.
The team’s average age is 27, whizh

ensures sufficient experience and means @

they still retain the dash of youth.
The league’s main point of interest

has been the intensifying of the
struggle by the bottom dogs. Waver-
tree’ have lifted themselves at the

expense ¢f Rafters, while Westfleld
have also added to their points total
I learn that Alf. Green, of Westfield,
who has lost only four sets so far this

season, ig shortly to emigrate to New |

Zealand. Westfield will miss him,

Bouquet of the month goes to the
Wavertree Community “‘regular,” who
broke his ““duck” by winning his first
league set against Westfield.
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Fourth Division,
Saints - Strong
Challenge

By J. Griffiths.

With the season now half over Kings-
way have taken over the leadership of
the division with a sets advantage over
balfour “B,” but #t. Michael's a.e
close on their heels, only a point
behind and a match in hand.

Two players were presented with
Christmas boxes 1hev did not waut,
their first defeat of lhe season. 5.
vavies (Dunlop) defeated (. Gowar
(8t. Michael’s) in two straights, but
the following week Davias had his
colours lowered by R. Burge (Cheshire
Linesy after three cxciting games.

With the defeat of Kingsway, ni.
Michael’s are now the only unbeaten
team in the division. while at the
other end Aighurth ““A” are the only
team withont a point,

Kingsway’s first defeat bv 6-4 at the
inands of Balfour “B” was an even
greater surprise as Balfour, with a
couple of players down with influenza.
had to ceil on their reserves, one of
whom, Mrs. Olive Dickinson, won hoih
her sats.

HARD GOING.

Aighurth A are finding it very
hard going in this division. They were
no matel for Cheshire Liines and went
down by nine sets to one, their only
success being obtained by J. Ramsay.
With the relurn of Ray While to their
side, mavbe their luck will change,
but they will have to fight hard to
avoid 1eturnmg to the South HRegiun
next season.

Edwardions had high hopes of gain-
ing their first success of the season
when they had Holme Hey as visitors.
After heing two down they fonght back
extremely well to take an interval lead
of &2, but again found themselves
down 5-4, and it was left to their No. 5,
F. S8haughnessv, to beat Pauline
Fitzpatrick in two straights and give
them a point.

Waterloo Dock improved their leag.ie
position by defeating Dunlop 7-3. Tim
Seddom, their No, wias a,gam in
excellent form, heatlng both Davies
and Fllis. Port Sunlicht 0ld Bovs
seem to be enjoying much Thettor
success than was expected when the
sepgon opened,  With ten points ount
of sixieen ihev can still be among the
honours when the season ends,

5.

New Zealander’s
Tribute

The following are extracts from a
leiter =ent to the League Secretary,
Mr, W. Stamp, by Jack Horougn,
captain  of the thiee New Zealaod
piayers who Look part in the Mervsey-
side tournwment in November.

“Words cannot express our gratilivie
te you and your most efficient cou-
mittee for the hospitality shown to as
during our stay. Your helpfulness
and consideration were simply over-
whelming and greatly appreciated.

“We found the tables very fast oy
New Zealand standards, but very good
lo play on. The lighting was excel-
lent.  fn New Zealand the tables are
cheaply produced and nowhere near the
standard achieved in England. They
tend Lo produce a very low and ““dead”
hounce, making cxcessive topspin
secessary to altack with any certainty.
After our experience in this country,
however, we realise thal atlack ig stil]
the best defence.

MARVELLOUS SETTING

“The championships gave us sowme
points which should be of great value
1o the game in New Zealand. The
finals at ilie Liverpool Philharmonic
produced the finesl table tennis we
hhave vet seen. This was probably
dne te the marvellous sefting which
i< atmirably suited for table tennis,
I think you could almost hear a pin
drop.

“One of the highlights of our trip
was our visit to yvour Cathedral, We
worg  greatly  impressed  with e
meagnificence of it, for we had not seen
anvthine comparable to it before, The
Mersey Tunnel was alse a unigue
ajght.

“Threugh  the medium of youar
magazine would vou please convey 2ur
kindest recards te evervbody we mcet
in L’pool. We are especially indebted to
Me. Monteomery and the Rumjahn
family. while a special word of praise
i= due to Mrs. 8tamp, who made such
an excellent job of the refreshmencs.
But mnost of all. Mr, Stamp, we are
indehtrd to you voursslf.”

OFFICIAL UMPIRES

Congratulations to  Messre, Frad
Farrell and George Williams who have
passed the pxaminations under the
EP.T. A’s new umpire scheme an
have heen anpointed official county
umpires. :
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Lancashire League Notes.

First Win By

Liverpool “A”
By F. J. Farrell,

Due to the Christimas hoildays there
has been a Iull in the Lancashire
League fixtures and only a few games
have taken place.

Results of the recent matches are as
follows :—

Blackpool 1, Liverpool “A™ 9
Liverpool “B” 4, Manchester ““B" 6.
Liverpool “B” 6, 5t. Helens 4.
Crewe Ladies 1, Liverpool Ladies 9.

At Blackpool the “A” team scord
their first win of the season by dis-
posing of a weak leam. The Liver-
pool side on 1his occasion was P,
Rumjahn, N. R. Jones, and D, Ca.l-
well,

The ‘B’ tearmn suffered their first
defeat in a closely-fought game with
Manchoster, Set-winners  were M.
Oakes (2), Moy Jones, and A. Lawson.
Lawson, who wag playing in his first
representative game. took a litile time
tn settle down. bui he brought off a
very fine win against Ingher, who is in
the running for junior linternatioal
honours,

OVERCAME FOG
It is a {rihute to the perseverance of

" table tennis plavers that the match

arainst 8t. Helens was plaved. Both
heme and awav teams struggled
through a dense fog to the venue, and
in spite of evervthing the match was
started hefore 8 o’elock.

Oakes was delaved hv the fog and D.
('aldwell plaved in his place, but he
was ahle to plav in the douhles mat:h
with N. Jones. The set-winners were
N. Tones and A, Lawson (2 each), .
Caldwell and Jones and Qakes in the
dpubhles.  The outstanding plaver for
St. Helens was A, Ellison. who won all
three of his zames.

Forthcoming matches:—
TJan. 24 —Bolton “B" v. L’pool “A."”
26, —Flles. Pt ““A” v, L’pool “R.”
31.—Urmston v. Liverpool “R.”

Magistrate: “Thent vou say this man
was drunk?”’

Policeman: “I do not sir. T simply
sav that he sat in his car for three
hours in front of an excavation. wait-
ine for the light to tnurm green.”

Rule Was

Changed

We  have received the {ollowing
letter from the Organising Secretary of

Why

the League;—

I would like to point out to the .

ctitics of the present serviee rule, that
the main object behind the change was
to protect the average player against
the “smart alees.” who were expert in
finger and knuckle gpin, and were st
reducing the game to the farcical.
There are always people who reseat

changes, and often their eriticism is
desiructive and not construetive. If

vou can pul forward any good reasons |

why we should go back 1o the old days
af apin, lel nz hear about it and it will
be forwarded to the right quarter.

This change of rule was made after
prajonged consideration by ibe Inter
natinpnal Table Tennis
which ennsists of the association of 41
najlons. who govern and uphold the
lawz of tahle tennis. The English
Assoctation are leading memhers of the
T.T.1.F.. and we, ar affilialed members
of the E.T.T.A.. have to abide by their
decisinnz. %o do not start clamouring
for the heads of vonr Management
Committee heeause we are endeavour-
ing to see that the rule is operafaed
correctly.

CHEATING

When the offsidle rmle was changed
in foothall manv vears ago, the referee
and plavers did not ignore the F.A
and play to the old rule. and if umpires
and plavers flagrantly ignore the new
rule are cheating,

There are many players who are
serving correctly, to those who are
not. I suggest they make a New Year

Federation, |

resolution to observe the rule, because .
T can assure von that the Management §

Committee have marde a resolution to

sep that it is operated correcily.  Ta i
all nmpirez, at league matches or °
tonrnaments I would say, warn the

nlaver the first time he founl serves and

ithen award the point to his or her
oppoment. for every subsequent offence.
This is the moast effective way. and
althongh von may reccive a few black
lonkz wvou will at least earn their
resnect.—W, Stamp.
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Reply To Headquarters Critics

In the following article Mr., W,
Stamp, the Organising Secretary,
replies to critics of the League Head-
guarters Scheme.

I am afraid that E¥rie Caird’s
memory ‘‘serves him wrong’’ regard-
ing the proposed headquarters, as tne
£600 per year was for rent, rates, light
and part-time staff, while the neces-
sary renovation was to be carried out
by the owners before we took
possession,

To meet the outgoings the Teague
members were asked to alter the rule
and pay 12s per year registration fee,
which was payable in isix monthly
instalments of 2z (Octoher to March),
hut the H.Q. were to be open all the
vear vound so that the cost per
member was 3d per week. This pro-
position was aetually passed at the
A.GM. in 1947 by a simple majeri‘y,
which wags insufficient. as a two-thirds
majority is required under Rule 35.

The H.Q. Fund stood at £152 and
not £32 as stated, which was ample
to have furnished the premises with
eight Jaques tournament tables. and
all the other necessities, as I had
nbtained advantageous terms for every-
thine we required. There was roow
far a cafe. capable of seating 40 to [0,
at small fables; a room to take one
tahle where coaching classes were o
he held three or four times a week.

TAKING LONG VIEW

We were not trying to run before we
could walk: our trouble was the people
suffering from cold feet and also
unable to see further than the end of
their noses. T just don‘t believe Mr.
Cameron’s statement that 75 per cent.
of our players are against paying a
penny to subseribe to a headquarters,
which eonld have been used at luncn-
time. or for players unable to go home
in the evening hefore an away maten:
apart from other times, when their
own cluh was not available (and quite
& number are only open once or twice
a week for T.T.), coaching schemes.
inter-city matches, and management
and general meetings,

All tournaments could have bheen
hald there, and it would have heen a
rendezvous for all plavers. for the
nremises were two minutes’ walk from
Dale Sireet, Clubs were being safe-

cuarded because the F.Q. would have

7.

haen availabie only  to players
Tegistered wili our own league clubs—
all for thirecpence por week.

My answer to the forecast of whole-
sale resignations, is to point out that
fhis argument was used to me aboit
the inecrease In {he registration fees
to cover the cost of this magazine,
when in actual fact our registrations
have increased und we have not
enough  handboeks 1o satisfy  the
demand.

UP TO MEMBERS

[ can assure thoze people who are
foariul of what the future may hold.
that ncither the Management Com-
mitice nor myself have the slightest
intention of embarking on anv scheme
of this kind—the nexi move must corme
fromy {he members themselves, but in
the meantime it is only right that you
<Tiouid knew the {rue facts ahout what
happened four vears ago, and that the
Manarement Committee of Lhat dav
had g'ven serious thought and con-
siclrratinm tn a project thal wonid have
undoubtedly raised  the standard of
pluy and enabled Tiverpool and dis-
trict fo nrooresg instead of just marking
time.—W. Stamp.

TYPICAL ATTITUDE

Sir,—I was not in the least surprisad
to read in vour Decemher issue tne
letter from E. Cameron, of Victor.a
Park. His attitude is, as he says him-
self, ivpical of the great majority of
the present day ‘ British sportsmen. '

Admitted E. Cameron, at “good clab
standard,” may have attained his hest,
but there are others, like myself, who
attained “good eclub standard™ in our
early “teens, and found great difficuliy
in improving on that standard because
our competition was limifed to the
“E. Camerons” of uor local clubs.

Ag a result I travelled long distances,
with  others who had the same
difficulty, to find clubs where a better
standard of play existed.

I, for one of the supposed 25 per
cent. who will approve of a league
headanarters, would welcome the
apportunity  of visiting a  head-
quarters. even if only to wateh the
supposed “stars v, stars,” if, by doing
so. T can improve my own standard
and one dav compete with them.-—
BTLIL, PIERCOE (R.A.F.. Malta).



| LEAGUE TABLES

¥ First Division WOMEN—First Division
i : P.W.L D F.A P. PW.L D F AP
o mlfonr Inst. ... 10 8 0 27129 8 Balfour ............ 1010 0 0 84 16 20
Lo Homeeroft ... 10 6 2 26535 14 Rafters ............. 10 9 1 0821818
Lo Rafters .............. 10 6 3 156842 13 Aigburth .. ........ 10 7 3 062 38 14 .
; 15th Crosby ...... 10 5 2 35050 13 Bibby's ............ 10 6 3 15644 13
I Rafters A7 ... 10 4 3 358 42 11 Homecroft ......... 10 5 4 1524811
| Bhead Y.AL.C.A 10 4 3 3 53 47 11 Boolle C.D. ... 100 3 6 13763 1
i Balfour “A™ ... 10 2 4 44357 8 CL.C. ... 10 3 6 13664 T
Qakhill ... 10 2 6 240 60 6 Oakhill ... ... 10 3 7T 03763 6
: Abvican 01l ... 10 2 8 03070 4 Anfisld ............ 10 1 9 02872 2§
;! Anfield ..o 1000 8 23268 2 Wav, C.C. ... 101 % 02674 2
E Second Division Second Division
! RBibhy's ... 10 8 1 07030 18 Aighurth “A” ... 10 8 2 078 22 16
Bootle Y.MLC.A. 11 6 2 361 49 (5 Raflers “A ...... 9 7 0 2652516
Acacia ... 10 6 2 267 33 14 Tittlewoods ... 10 8 2 068 31 16 :
lomecroft “A7... 10 6 2 263 37 14 Domestic M. ...... 9 6 2 16228 15 :
Bhead Y.AL “A” 11 5 3 3 61 49 13 Mossley Hill ..., 9 4 4 14842 9!
Anfield A7 ... 10 4 3 3 54 46 11 Osterley ... 9 2 5 23951 61
VAL 10 3 6 14654 7 5t Joseph’™s ... 7 2 4 12347 5 &
Oakhill A .. 10 3 6 14159 7 Littlewoods “AY., 8 2 6 02456 4§ 7
LPAS ..........10 1 8 1365 3 LOCA. ... 9 1 7 12961 3 "
Aieburth 10 010 01288 0 Port Sunlicht ... 10 0 8 21387 2 I
Third Division EAST—First Division
BBohemians ........ g 9 0 0692118 DBalfour “C” ... & 9 0 076 14 18
Wall, Juniors ... 9 7 1 1 66 24 i5 Bohemians “A”.. 8 7 1 0 59 21 4
Hovlake Y.M, ... 8 7 1 060 20 14 Oslerley ... 9 5 2 25436 2
Livex ..,.. 8 4 2 2512910 Cadwa ............. 8 4 3 14634 §
3 Woestfield 9 3 6 03951 & Anfield “B” ... g9 3 3 35040 9
H Victoria Park ... 8 3 5 03347 6 Taxes .. 9 3 3 34446 9
i Oakhill “B™ ...... 8 3 5 03149 6 &St. Barts 7 3 3 13535 7
CH Wavertree ¢C.C.... 9 2 6 136 684 5 African “A”7 ... T3 4 03139 6
Domestic Mission 9 1 6 2 24 66 4 Westfield “A” ... 9 0 9 01575 0
i- Rafters “B"" ... 9 0 7 221 69 2 5t Movsius ... 9 0 9 01080 0
s Fourth Division Second Division .
g Kingsway ............ 9 7 1 1652515 Ballour “D" ... 9 8 0 16327 M
i Balfour “B"” ... 9 7 1 1632715 Bohmians “B’.. 8 6 1 149 31 .3 -
i St, Michael's...... 8 6 0 263 17 14 Fast Wavertree 8 5 2 14931 11
i CLC. .............. 9 6 1 2543 14 NADBUK ......... 9 5 3 1 4347 11
5 P. Sunlight O.B. 8 5 3 04535 0 Roby Y.C. ... 7 5 2 0452570
H Punlop ... 9 4 3 246 44 10 FEdwardians “A” 9 3 6 03852 6 ,
Sy Waterloo Dock ... 9 3 6 03852 6 RAFA (L'pool) & 2 6 14149 5
i Holme Hey 9 1 7 12565 3 Osterley A ... 7 2 5 02341 4%
® - Fdwardian . 9 0 8 12565 1 Rohemians “p g 1 6 12852 3
i, Aighurth <A~ 9 0 9 01674 0 Oz2khill “C* ......8 1 7 02585 2¥%
A SOUTH —First Division SOUTH—Second Division H
= Lucem ... 8 8 0 071 016 Livext A” ... 8 7 0 1671315 -
S Wav, C.C.“A” ... 9 8 1 06822 6 (adwsa "A” ...... 8 7 1 054 26 i4 +
§ Lpool Y.M.CLA... 9 6 2 1652513 Lucem “A"” ... 3 6 1 1602013
i Elm Hall Drive. 9 6 2 1 54 36 13 [.'poaol Y M, “A” 9 6 3 055352
i Victoria Pk, “A” 9 4 3 2 52 38 10 Dunlop “A” ..., 8 4 4 04139 §
2 Aighburth M. ... .. 9 4 5 04149 8 Wav, CC ‘B”.. 8 3 4 13644 T
i CL.C. “A”..... 89 2 7 02961 4 St. Michael's“A” 9 3 5 14347 7 -
: Tech. Studs. 8 2 6 02852 4 DeafInst. ......... 7 2 5 02841 4
Mossley Hill ... 9 2 7 019 7L 4 Aighurth “C” ... 8 1 7 01763 2
. Atghurth “B” ... 9 0 9 01377 ¢ CTL.C. “B” ... 9 0 9 0 882 0.
! 8.
3




, | |
LEAGUE TABLES Lancashire League
|
" WEST—.First Division ' Tables i
F A P P.W.L. D, F, A P, i
84 16 20 \Va“ Jrs. AT 9 7 0 26228 16 Fi t Divi . i
82 18 18 Thorndale ......... 8 7 0 1552515 rs tvision i
62 38 14 §t. Joseph's ..., 9 5 2 258 32 12 P.W.D L, I A P i
56 44 13 El"?l{'g;;o Stl"m'fﬁm- g € 3 0863312 Manchester “A”. 3 3 0 025 7 6 i
52 45 11 Bhoad Y AL Tee. 8 3 4 2 asag § Macclesfield ... 220 014 6 4 ;
364 7 Vietery 8oe. ... 8 3 5 03050 6 Bulton “A” ... 320 11911 4 |
37 63 6 bead Goop. ... 82 6 1 5140 2 Rotton "B L. 2 10 114 6 2 f
32 gﬁ 3 Creep Tnn ......... 9 0 9 01773 ¢ Liverpool TAT.. 4 1 0 31723 2 ||
Blackpool ... 4 0 0 4 337 0
Second Division ||
ey ' Second Division
78 29 16 Q Luseo REIRTRITRIeY 9 8 0 176147 i
gg g\? llg ﬁtmg‘niejﬁe """"" g Z g i gé é%’ ig ¥liesmere Port ... 6 4 1 13822 9 i
62 28 13 Toylake “{L 3 6 1 1522813 Manchester™ B” 6 4 1 13624 9 "
48 42 9 g!f“'ﬁ‘m?ﬂt- ;\ g 4t ggg ﬁg § Livowpeol “B".. 4 2 1 12218 5 f
L8 St Jesenh’s “AY 9 2 6 12664 5 Clester ... 52 1 22822 5 f
o4 56 4 Kingsway ““A”... 8 2 6 03644 4 TUrmston ... 4 1 0 31426 2 i
9 61 3 33, Mary and P. 8 1 7 02258 2 & Helens ... 50 0 51238 ¢ I
12 87 2 Vernoms ... 8 08 0 971 0 o '
EN’ :
Third Division ) wom s i
76 14 18 Thorndale “A”.. 9 7 0 267 23 16 AManchester ... 3 3 0 023 7 6
59 21 r4 Cosco A7 L 9 7 1 146921156 Liverpool ......... 3 2 0 11812 4 _
54 36 2 ?;ﬂ;;;ﬂﬁlp AT 9T 2 06021 1 Blackpool ... 2 002 614 0 i
gg 23 g Port Sunlicht.... 9 6 3 05337 12 Crewe 2 002 317 0 !!
a6 9 Wall. Motors A% 9 4 5 044 46 8 '
3 Croch Inn "B .. 9 2 6 12565 5 e |
(larewnont “B7... 9 2
fé ;’g 8 Burrowdala “B”. ¢ 0 7 226 64 2 YOUTH I
080 0 Cosco “B7 ... 9 0 9 €108 0 P.W.L. D. F. A. P. ’
IT'lake Y. A[LCLA. 10 9 1 0 77 23 18
Fourth Divisieon Thead B.C. ..., 10 8 2 0 69 31 16 !
. “ RAF (W. K.) 8 8 0 078 216 &t. Annes, RF.. 10 7 3 05743 14 i
5 27 17 RAV.A (Bh'dd 8 7 1 05327 14 Blead B.C, A7 10 5 4 156 4411 i
9 31 .3 B'head Jrs., A7 7 6 1 055 15 12 Ashville ..., 9 5 4 05238 10 !
ttiEn Prenton M. ...... 8 4 2 24040 10 Heswall ... 9 4 3 2523810 |
p Thorndale “B”... 9 4 4 148 42 9 Woodchmrch ... 9 3 6 03951 6 ’
528 70 Neston O.B. ... 8 3 3 23644 8 Greasby ... 9 % 6 1345 5 |
! © O Wall Jre. “B”.. 9 2 4 34149 7 Shaftesbury ... 9 2 7 02565 4 -
a2 YWOA . 9 3 5 13555 7 Conv-Youth ... Bo0s8o04m 0
2 52 3 P, sunlighi “A” 9 0 8 12070 1 j
o5 o Thingwall “A”.. 8 € 9 01476 0 I
" _ NORTH ' ADVERTISEMENT RATES ’
7 13 15 IH_m’ll'I}gton """" % g g % 2% %?5 ]1?1 The Table Tennis Digest will accept
4 26 14 F;ma;i(mY..i\?f..;‘..\..ﬂ; 8 6 2 048 32 13 mall classified advertisements at the
0 20 13 Hamilton Mis... 9 8 3 148 ag 11 [vllowing rates: — 3d. per word.
;? gg lg Eaﬂf. §tr§?t g 2 g g gg g? 13 minimum 18 words, per issue. l
nelish Flee. ... ¢ .
;g jg :; Waterlopo Park ... 9 2 6 13159 & ] FOR SALE. )
9 41 4 Waterloo Dk “A” 8 1 6 124 56 3 Full sine T.T. table, sound, folding tegs.
763 o Brenka ............. 9 0 7 22664 2 J Watts, 45 Crescent Rd., Southpert,
882 0 i Rafters “C" ... 8 0 7 11961 1 or Phone BOOtc 1693,
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Women's Divisions.

By J. D. Loughrey.

Crucial Game In Rose Bowl

Owing to the indisposition of your
regular contributor, who is suffering
from the prevalent complaint ('flu),
it is hoped that the lady members of
the League will suffer a male sub-
stitute for this issue!

The writer had the opportunity of
seeing the ladies’ team in their Rose
Bowl encounter at Manchester n
Junuary 2nd.

In a grim match, it is disappoint-
ing to report, that our girls were not
equal to the task of gaining victo-y
over their ancient rivals. The erucial
set was undoubtedly the second of the
evening, when E. Grimstone beat E.
Mansell 22-2¢ in the third. Eileen
had never previously been heaten Wy
her opponent, and, trath to tell, was
somewhat unfortunate to lose on this
ocecasion, as time and again Miss
Grimstone’s crashing drives hit the
top of the net and dropped over :in
unreturnable fashion.

FINE DOUBLES WIN

Ag this immediately followed a one-
gided victory for Adele Wood and V.
Taylor v. Andree Jones and K. May,
the outlock was rather bleak. Andree
cheered us up with a 21-12, 21..7
victory over Miss Taylor, but two
further defeats for K, May (v. Grim-
stone) and E. Mansell (v. A. Wood)
made the position nearly hopeless., 3.
Mansell and A. Jones, however, then
gave the best performance of the even-
ing by beating the Misses Wood and
Grimstone 21-17 in the third, a really
excellent performance this, and then
K. May had little trouble with V.
Taylor, so we still had a chance.

Del Wood, unfortunately, was well
on top against Andree Jones, and our
hopes were finally extinguished.

Points from the match were that he
floor wag very slippy and seemed lo
handicap our girls, particularly .\,
Jones, more than Manchester; that
Del Wood is playing wonderfully we’l,
and that Eileen and Andree made an
excellent doubles pair,

I have always regarded members
of the fair sex as being completeiy
unpredictable, except possibly in table
tennis, where surprise results are
relatively uncommon, but while con-

gratulating N. Patterson and T. Btokes,
of Anfield, I find it 1mpossible 1o

understand how they beat D. Ball, of :

Bibby’'s after she
Dickenson and L. Robinson, of Bal
four, only a week or two previously.

Such vagaries of form are inde-d
hard to explain.

Willmot Cup Win

In spite of the heavy
January 5, the Liverpool team managed
to reach Chester in time to play the
third round tie of the Willmot Cup
and brought off a 7-2 vietory,

Due to Ted Rumjahn being a ‘flu
victim, Roy Jones was a last minute
selection, which he fully justified by
winning his three games. In ‘he
process he avenged his recent defeat
by Bill Devine in a Lancashire Leagne
match.

After an initial loss by Vie Chesham
the issue was pubt beyond doubt ty
Liverpool winning the next six sets.
The set winners were P. Rumjahn and
Rov Jones (3 each) and V. Chesham.

Liverpoo! meet Manchester away mn
the next round.

Hyde

The draw for Round 4 of the Hyde
Cup was made as follows:—

Thorndale v. Hamilton M.
Wiree C.C. “A” or Burlington v. Bath

Cup Draw

. Btreet.

W’loo Pk. or Cosco v. Bohemians “A."

Osterley or African 0il “A” v, Clare-
mont or Anfield “B.”

fog on ,

had beaten Q. -

i
|

Balfour “C” v. Aigburth “B” or West- i

field A,

RAF. (WK.) or Bootle Y.M. “A” v. i:

Lucem,
Bronze Sports v. English Electric.
Roby Y.C. v. Bt. Joseph’s,

To be played during the week com-
mencing Jannary 22.

10.
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Mixed Teams

Controversy
By ‘“‘Calchas”

A short time ago it came to o'y
roiice  {hat some  members of ine
League were advocating that women
should  only  play in the women's
division.

Now in puiling the pros and cons of
this case T am not offering an opinion,
bt as the matler hias hecn mention :d
th= following aspects may interest a1l
mewhers of the League and start them
thinking over this important topie.

Those in favour of women heing
restricted fo their own division argue
that it iz not fair on the man when .ie
haz o play sgalnst a woman in a
Teagne mateh for the following reasons:

ALWAYS WRONG

If he goes all out and wins by a hig
mare'n he is accused of not being
chivalrons,

If he only just wins, when he could
have won easilv. he ha= playved down
ta hiz opponent.

If he loses. he 15 a weakling.

Whatever the result, he iz in the
wrong.

Another point they make is that
wamen are not allowed to compete in
tonrnaments  against men, so why
should thev do so in League matches?

Lastly there is the fact that women
arc allowed to plav for two teams and
vet pay only ane registration fee.

Now to the other side of the picture.

Plaving to win is emportant, but it
i= not the he all and end all

Ony League has alwavs heen proud
of i's social side, and if mixed teains
were (done awav with, then, on this
seare, the League would he the poorer,

If a man iz beaten fairly and squarciy
hv a woman, it should be an incentive
for him to improve his game so that
it will not happen again.

LOWER STANDARD

Many sound judeges consider that the
high standard of the women’s game is
due to the fact that thev get mateh
practice against men, and that if this
were done away with the standard of
plav. among  the women  would
detertorate.

Thiz list, both for and against, is hv
nd means exhausted, but as space =
limited it will have to suffice.

That thi= i& a conlroversial suhjest
there is little doubt. for some Leagues
do restrict women to their own division
and others do nnt.

What ave vour views?

Look!

Modern

Table Tennis
by JACK CARRINGTON

Trainer of the 1949 World
Champion, Johanny Leach.

This book contains -all that the
aspiring championship player wishes
to know. The author, himseli a
plaver of international repute, has set
put simply and careiully, & complete
course of scientific table tennis in-
struction, It will start the beginner
on the right lines and the experi-
enced player will improve his game
immensely. Fully 1llustrated with
diagrams and action photographs,

Price 6s. net.

You can get this book from your
local bookshop, If it is not in stock
give the title, author, price and
publisher to your bookseller. who will
L- wlad ro get a copy lfor you,

G. Bell & Sons Ltd. London

Cup Draws

READMAN CUP

The draw for Round 4 of the Read-
raan Cup was made as follows:—
P’head Y. M. “A” v. Anfield “A.”
Hovlake Y. M. or RAF. (WK v

Birkenhead Y.M.

Bohemians v. St. Michael’s.
African Oil v. Victoria Park.
Rafters v. 7.C.1. or Bootle Y. M.
Ballnur v. Balfour “A.”

Acacia v. 15th Crosby,
TTomecrnft v. Homeeroft A"

Tn he plaved during the week com-
meneing January 22,

BARTHOLOMEW CUP

The draw for Round 2 of the
Bartholomew Cup is as follows:—
Oakhill v. Bibbv’s,

Balfour v, Algburth “A”
Littlewoods "A" v. Osterley.
Mo-sley Hill v. 8t. Joseph's.

Port Sunlight v. CL.C.

Rafrers “A7 v. Anfield.

Homeeroft v, Domestiec Mission.,
Rafters v. Aighwrth or Wiree C.C.

To  he plaved during the weak
heginning January 22,

11.
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West Region.

By N. H. Holland.

Thorndale Drop First Point

Boy! Hand me my flagon of ‘flu-
mixture and some double-dize aspirins
. That's better! Now can
begin te concentrate on table tennis
again. At one period I began 1o
wonder whether tliese notes would
ever be written, especially when tae
whole household was hit for six at
the same time!

Congratulations to A, MeColl
{R.A¥., West Kirby) on being the last
survivor from a field of 200, who has
played in every mateh and is still
undeleated.

St. Joseph’s recently had iwo remark-
able matches. In a draw of 14 games-
all Birkenhead Juniors just gained
a final points advantage of 503-495,
while in the following week the Saints
beat Bronze Sports 7-3 in a match
which went to 29 games, the final
points position being 544-504 in the
Saints’ favour. This match saw H.
Smith’s first defeat, W. Postlethwaite
winning a titanic struggle 25-23, 19-21,

22-20,
TEN POINTS MARGIN

Wallasey Juniors “A” achieved the
distinetion of being the first team to
take a point from Thorndale. The
games were split 12-all and only ten
points separated the sides out of a total
of 939. Set-winners for the Juniors
were K, Fields (2), R. Cox (2), and T.
Morton. The Manor Road lads have
been progressing steadily, and are now
well placed to challenge the leaders
in the second phase of the champion-
ship hattle.

Burrowdale completed their first
double of the season when they beat
88. Mary and Paul 9-1. Despite the
score, the match was closely fought,
and, indeed, W. Jones, W. Jackson, A.
Osakden and R. Roberts all went close
to winning a set. The Saints’ only
win was by J. Bweeney, who, playing
eleverly and waiting for openings,
gradually overcame W. R. Lonsdale,
17-21. 21-13. 21-14. Burrowdale set-
winners were 1. Sharpe (2). Mrg. E.
Baird (2), T. E. Baird (2), N. 1.
Holland (2), and W. R. Lonsdale.

The scores were reversed in  tne
return maftch between Thingwall aud
Port SBunlicht. This time Thingwall
won 6-4, thanks to victories by Miss
J. Barton (2), K. Peters, W. A,
Blundell R, G. Mahon, and E. Gaunt.
Winners for Port Sunlight were C. H.
?g)ente]hpry (2) and P. W. Heselgrave

Undoubteclly the team of the Region
is R.A.F. (West Kirby). . They are not
finding the way to the stars particu-
larly arduous at the moment, and look
like winning the championship with
maximum points and a record number
of sets.

Even without some of their best
players, such as N. Way (now posted),
and 8. Qlive (on the sick list—heres
te his speedy recovery) their fean,
based on T. White, H. Gillson, A
McColl, M. Merchant, W, Sewell, and
E. Blackmore, is ou}nstandingly good
—-thev have already won three matches,
2-straight—while in three others thay
have conceded only three games.

They are obvicusly out of their class
in the Fourth Division, and one can
only hope they will be meeting closar
opposition in the future. Meanwhile
interest is focussed on the Hyde and
Readman Cups, in which they will he
findineg the opposition now getting
difficult, The good wishes of the
Region will go with them in their Cup
hattles,

NEVER LOOKED BACK

Not to be outdone, R.A.F. Associa-
tion, Birkenhead, are doing their part
to keep the Bervice to the fore. Bince
their  unaccountable lapse against
Birkenhead Juniors ‘*A’ early in -he
season they have never looked bazk
and are now lying a comfortable secoud
in the table, Unfortunately their
match against R.AF. (West Kirby) will
be too late for reporting in these notas,
but gond hunting to hoth tecams.

At the moment there is no holding
Hovlake YM.C.AA”, and T am awaii-
ing with interest the outcome of their
return games with St.Peter’s and Cosco,
These three teams are developing a
private scrap of their own in the pro-
moticn struggle, and T should hate to
forecast what their respective positioas
will be in March.

Tournament news will be given in
my next notes.

SPECIAL NOTE.—The Managemeat
Commitiee have altered the date of the
Closed Championships to week com-

mencing April 2 on account of the -

Faster holidays. There will be no

plav on Saturday, April 7, and the
finals will take place on Wednesduy,
April 11.

12.
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East Region.

Let Down By

HBome time ago 1 sent out a lefter

to all club seccretaries in the East -

Region, advising them of the regional
tournament, and what procedure to
adopt for submitting entries. T have
just learned that some of the players,
who would like to have entered for thig
tournament, were never even notified,
due to the negligence of their c¢lub
secrefary, To say that I am dis-
gusted would be putting it mildly,

This matter was brought to my
attention too late, otherwise, I wou'd
have accepted individual entries, but I
hope it will serve as a lesson to these
secretaries who failed in their duty.
Thev are responsible for the welfare
of their players and they are advisad
to keep this thought uppermost in their
minds at all times.

With the season now in its secord
lalf I don’t think anything can pre-
vent the champiconship of Division I
gning to Balfour “‘C.” I have not
seen them wvet, but judging by their
individual records and sets average
they lock practically invineible,

NO WEAK LINKS

The leadership of Division 2 is stiil
heing dominated by Balfour “D,” and
having seen them in action recently,
T can understand why. They.are a
good team with no weak links. Qut-
standing for them was Tom Partington,
who gave an all-round display, and
this, coupled with the splendid support
he received from the rest of the team,
enahled them to register a 9-1 vietory
over Bohemians “B.”’

It is good to see that the ladies,
who are playing in the East Regicn,
are doing so well. They usually find
themizelves opposed by men, a fact that
makes their performances all the mere
ereditable.  They have certainly made
their pregsence felt, especially Bervl
Ward, Muriel Wilcox, May Aleock, and
T Howley, who have got good records.
Tneidentally, T am glad to sav that
Doreen Dancaster, of Qakhill, who had
to retire temporarily from fable tennis
at the heginning of the season, is bhack
with ne again.  Here’s wishing you
well, Dinreen.

Thanks to the enthusiastic support
and guidance of their wnon-plaving
secretary. J, Duffy, Roby Youth Club
have turaed out to be the surprise
team of the. Region. In their first

couple of matches, they collected more
noints than they got all last season.
I considered myself fortunate to he

13.

By. V. Jenkinson.
Secretaries

present when they scored their finest
victory of the season, a 7-3 win over
[ast- Wavertree,” in the Hyde Cup.
The table tennis served up was excel-
lent, and good to watch,

Tan Morriz, Ben I'ell, and Alan
Pennington, playing against really
tough opposition, were flawless in all
thoy did T might add that Morris
and Pennington are only 19 years of
awe, bul I predict a great future Tor
them provided theyv are given the right
chances, Roby  signed on Alsn
Pennington about seven weeks ago and
he has brought new strength to the
team. Ben Fell, the veteran of le
cluby, was telling me of his desire to
finish with table tennis, but I think
he is too good to fade out yet

Unnecessary Delay

Not a little difficulty is being
experienced by Mr. Frank Moore, the
League  #fixture Secretary  and
Registrar, in keeping ‘league tablss
up-to-date owing to fixture cards not
being returned to him promptly after
matches have been played, Indeed,
he has not yet received the results of
several games played befera
Christmas,

With a league comprising siXteen
divisions the task of keeping the tables
in their proper condition iz a big one,
vven  when results are forwarded
promptly, but when they are allowed
{o remain inside the pocket of a club
seeretary or team captain for several
davs, it 'is an impossible job, and
involves Mr, Moore in much additional
and unnecessary work.

It will probably be noticed that »ie
or two of the tables in this issue of
thie Digest are not as up-to-date as
they should be. If wour club iz
affected, blame vour secretary or team
captain, not Mr. Mcore, /'who com-
piles the table.

At the same time it should be pointed
out that under Rule 26 all fixture carlds
must be returned within 24 hours of
the mateh hbheing played, and if the
position continunes Mr. Moore may be
compelled to ask the Managemeat
Committee to take action under one of
the clanses of Rule 26.  First, however,
he appeals. through the Digest. to all
offtcials to help him 1o keep the tahles
in order,
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South Region,

Lucem Consolidate

With their tournament staged in tne-
Cheshire Lines Club this month the
South Region have made an auspicious
beginning to the New Year. Unfor-
tunately, the results of the tournament
will not be available until February s
issue, but Secretary Don Brown told me
that there were 121 entries, 18 less than
last year.

S0 much for the tournament, further

details of which will appear next
month. Let us look at the state of the
divisions.

Last month’s league tables showed
Lucem and Wavertree Community at
the top of Division 1 with 12 points
each. However, the long-awaited
clash bhetween the two took place this
month and established Lucem as the
unchallenged leaders with an 3-2
victory.  Nevertheless, it was not as
easv as it sounds, many of the events
haing keenly contested.

. For Lucem, Don Foulis, No. 1 player,
ig still unbeaten in league games.

There was a keep fight between Elm
Hall Drive and Victoria Park last
month. Six of the events went to
three sets and the match ended in a
draw. A. Moon and K. Lawton played
well for Elm Hall, as did R. Erickson
and C. Manning for Victoria Park.

STILL UNBEATEN

Livex “A” have not yet lost a matzh
in Division 2. TUp to the time of our
‘last issue, Lucem were in the same
happy position, but since then have
been heaten by Cadwa, newcomers to

By Patricia Alcock

Leadership

the Region. It was a hard-fought match,
the final score being 6-4.

Iivex are undoubtedly the league
leaders, but it looks as though Cadwa
may present some strong opposition.

Aighurth “C” and Cheshire Lines
ie for the bottom position, and it seetns
as though neither wishes to yield this
position, for ironically enough, the
two points each team holds, were
scored against each other, Aigburth
“( defeated Cheshire Lines at home,
and lost to themn away.

TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY

A dinner hag been arranged at White
Lodge (where we held the President’s
eightieth birthday dinner) on Satur-
dav, February 10, at 6 p.m.
team and some members of the National
Executive will be present. Tickets,
which are limited, are Ts 6d each and
mav be obtained from Mr. W. Stamp,

The 25th anniversary celebrations, in
which all members of the League can
take part, will be beld at the end of
the =eason. Full particulars will he
given next month,

NORTH NOTES

Owing to indisposition Mr. J. E.
Neill—he has been a victim of the
influenza epidemic—has been unable
to contrihute his notes on the North
Regiomn. We are glad to say he is
now improving, though not yet fully

The Trish _
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recovered, and hopes to write agamn

next month.
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Youth Division.

Resolutions For

New Year
By E. G. McGenity

Uieelings once again and the com-
pliments of the season to you all,
Christmas and New  Year festivilies
have restricted lable tennis activities
these past four weeks, but here we ate
once more ready for the fray.

With the beginning of another year,
this js, perhaps, ap opporlune moment
10 lvok arvund us—io take stock us
& were, and Lo see just how we stand.

Irom the playing poind of view it :s
hocomling increasingly clear that
rather  startling  disparity exists
hatween certain of our teams, and cou-
sequently s number of matches are
exirenely one-sided.  This sort of thing
can b detrimental to enthusiasm, par-
Geolurdy for the weaker clubs, and it is
therelore  importanl  for players to
anderstand that there is no better, no
urer way  of improving one’s game
than by playing against opponents o
superior skill.

GOOD MANNERS

Now a word or two about other
matlers, First, good manncrs. On
the whole the Youth Division is well
off in this respect, but there are excep-
fions, and their misdecds inevitably
refleet on their clubs.  Therefore, if
von se2 one of your teams forgetting
to shake hands after a game—remind
him: of you see him smoking while
at the table {vou wouldn’t helieve 7t,
wonlid voufl——stop him; if vou hear him
nwineg foul language (incredible)—stap
him: and. finally, never forget that a
ool nser 38 @ winner every time.

My next grouse (for grouse it is)
coneerns foolwear, It i= many years
snce our game rose ahove being a
parlonr  pastime  and  assumed tae
dignity of a eport, to be reckoned
second only to ice hockey, when it
cames to speead, This is, of courss,
when plaved properly. hut how ecan
anvhodv oven hope to plav properly if
they are ghlied o the floor hy their
father’s working boots or their elder
hrother’s fanev leathers. The foliv
of this cannot he stressed too strongly,
and erach elub would do well to inwist
that its plavers mmst wear suitahle

Conmne or fhooes,

These then are a few New Year rezo-
lations., Tf a thing iz worth doing
it's worth doing properly.

Editor's Note.—&ome senior
nlrase take notee,

cInba
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Defensive
Strokes

By Peter Rumjahn

To

In his article this month Peter
Rumjahin deals with defensive play—
the highly-controversial push shot and
the backhand chop defence.

The Push Shot. i

Body position.—Right foot forward,
knee zlightly hent, left leg hack and
braced.

Shot is played close to and over the
surface of bat ineclined well under-
neath the hali

A negative type of shot, used to
keep a rally going whilst waiting for an
opening.

Bat starting from chest with blade
inclined back, is moving out and for-
ward to full extent of arm, striking
the nnderside of the ball; i.e., arm
bent and straightened from elbow. The
ball is allowed to come close to the
bodv and is pushed away when arm
s extended,

Backhand Chop Defence. DUsad
ava‘nst topspin attack.

Body Position—Right shoulder to
net, legs apart. right leg in front, knee
slightly bent, left leg hbraced, weignt
on front foot.

Similar to chopped push shot over
tabla, execept arm is swung from
shoulder with elhow slightly bent.

The movement of bat iz back (from
slightlv behind side of body) and for-
ward (along line of flight of the ball),
with bat inelined hack to chop under
hall as it moves forward.

The nearest vou can defend to table
iz the most effective position. the
reazon being ag follows:—

(a) You can overcome aneled sho's.

fhy You are up for dropped shots.

{cy The hall returns too quickly for

opnonent  to  pogition  himself
corractly.

{aY Yon are much nearer to change

to the attacking game.

TIPS

Chop is obtained by hitting trie
underside of the ball with inelined bat.

Hwing and play your shots backwards
and forwards in line with the flight
of the ball, and not aeross the flight
of the ball, by slicing vertically down-
wards.

Chop obtained bv
and nnder the hall
acenrate.

The start of the shot i= all important.
with a good arm hend,

plaving forwasd
is far the more
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These Are Your Letters

ON BEHALF OF YOUTH
sir,—Bemoaning  the stubbornness
and decadence --0of youth is an old

English  custom, as ancient .8
grumbling at the weather and usually
ag harmless.

Mr. J. H. C. Hughes is entitled o
indulge his fancy in this repect, bat
for him to assert that inability to play
the half-volley accounts for the differ-
ence hetween our pre-war and post-
war performances is surely an over-
simplification of the position. The
plain fact is that the honours in sur
game have a way of passing round,
do what we may.

At, present Merseyside is in partial
eclipse, but, as a member of the Selec-
tion Committee, 1 consider that in
Ronnie Rumjahn and Billie Pierce we
had two post-war players, either of
whom could have become an England
No. 1.  Ronnie prefers to give full
rein to his great versatility in several
sports, and I admire him for it, while
Billie was called up at the height of
his powers. While we can produce
players such as these and B, Hand, R.
Edwards, N. Jones, P. Morley, and R.
Jenes, to name but a few there is no
cause for despondency: the pendulum
will swing again.

May I mention, in passing, that car
youth feam last year won the Lanca-
shire League Third Division champion-
a bad achievement

ship—not, com-
sidering  their handicaps!—N., T1.
HOLTAND.

PLAYING STANDARDS

Sir,—As one who has played and
followed table tennis in Liverpool for
over 25 years, I feel that some effort
must he made to improve to-day’s
standard of league play which, in my
opinion, falls far short of {pre-war
tevels.

This season it has been my misfor-
tune to witness, on three occasions n
the Third Division, the most blatant
examples of negative tactics. To-day’s
object is to win by any means, and
pushing, together with the lack of
iniative and attack, is the keynote.
No effort ig made to speed up, open
up, or otherwise enhance the game,
and the result is to keep on getting
the ball back until such time as a mis-
take will provide a player with an
unearned and uninteresting point.

These tactics are predominant wich
most teams except the two who are
either out on “op or .right at the
hotlom, and these must “have a go” in

order to keep ahead .or climb out 1f_

the rut.

fn direct contrast I rust state that
in Division 1 of the South Region a
watch provides more pleasure to both
players and spectators, as the practice
15 to win by one's ability and rot
merely to profit by opponents” mistakes.

Finally, T wish to make it clear that
I am not voicing any disapprovel of

gennine defensive play, which provides .

the opportunity for an attack to oe
made. In such a match there is 2
contrast in styles and nol an endeavenr
te prevent the atlack and just push,
push ad infinitum. to the digust of
the Bpectators and the lowering of
playing standards.—C. W. Manning
(Victoria Park).

BRETHERTON'

BRUSH-VACUUM

Chimney Cleaning
—— Y ———
NO MESS!
NO PREPARATION!
NO CLEANING UP!
SR
For prompt attention apply:—

26, EVERTON RD, L'POOL, ér'

Telephone: ANField 3510.
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