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Editorial

Surprise | Another issue of the Digest and it is only June. Not long fo
wait now for the October edition, providing someone can be persuaded to edit
it,

I am afraid that it really has been rather a "‘non-year’’ as far as editions
of the Digest are concerned., Still as 1 pointed out in the first issue you only
get the magazine you deserve. Perhaps the next editor will be better able to
conguer the apathy so rampant in our League. I certainly would not-have allowed
myself to be "‘volunteered”’ had I realised just how widespread it was.

The task has not been totally unrewarding however, It has been a
pleasure to work with Ken Armson, without whose enthusiasm and help I would -
have found things much more difficult. He has written four sets of divisional
notes for this issue, which is’ three more than I would have bothered to write.
My thanks go also to our regular divisional writers—Val Lee, Jack Lambert,
Keith Fitzsimmons, Roy Smith and Rob Lock—and to Pete King and Barry
Meyer for their contributions in past issues. Alsc to the printer for the good
work done in turning the notes I give him into something intelligible,

This issue is somewhat larger than usual to compensate for the missing o

editions this year. In addition to the extensive divisional notes we have Brian
Leeson's account of the Closed and Alec Davidson's Laucashire and Cheshire
Notes. Keith Fitzsimmons has been lecking-through old issues of the Digest
and an anonymous writer has contributed his thoughts on the traditional
practice of sending scorecards in late. The play-off for Division 3A is described’
by Jack Lambert, while Phil Reid, to whom incidentally I also owe a great
deal for his eontributions, has written an article on the English Junior Open.
Then with the aid of a few lagers, I have persuaded Tony Clayton to tell us
something of his activities over Easter, Last but certainly not least there s
another bumper edition of Netcords from the indefatigable John Molyneux.
For me these have always been the highlights of past issues of the DPigest.
Long may he continue to write them,

By way of a finale, I should like to comment on the League as I see it at
present. There can be no doubt that generally standards are rising, The first
division, which is the standard by which amy league is judged, is stronger than
it has been for some. considerable time. It is a pity that this has been
achieved by the importation of players rather than by the rise of local talent,
of which we have seen a few particularly fine examples this year,

If this position is allowed to continue then the league will stagnate.
Young players must be given the chance to progress to the higher divisions for
if they are Lkept down they will lose interest and give the sport’ mp. This
would be a tremendoys pity for the game has much to offer in terms of
sportsmanship, particularly in the lower divisions where fewer pressures make
for a friendlier atmosphere, What is needed is a more progressive attitude on the
part of both club management and the League Management Committee. I only
hope that this comes befote Liverpool becomes a backwater for table ténnis, -




Q00D PUBLICITY P

Never in my membory has table tennis received so much pubhczty ag it has. -

done over the recent Chinese invitations to United Sta.tes of America and
‘England to visit their shores, - .

+

Let’s be honest and admit it is a wee bit gimmicky, ‘Ping-pong piayers vigit

"China' is the type of headline we have seen. But we havan t had to Jook on -
. the back pages — Table temnis — our game — has been headline hews. The

Americans were in China for the first time in 22 yéars! Good publicity 7 Of
course it is! I don’'t agree any publicity is good publicity and I never have
done. One can have very bad publicity. But has there been anything at all
out of these recent developments which has harmed our game ? I wouki say—
-nothing at all, It has been good publicity. Table tennis has infiltrated where
other methods have failed, Drawing-room image ? Doesn’t sound much like it
to me! There have been photographs in the papers, long articles, quotes by
Derek Tremayne, Charles Wyles and Dennis Neale. Other sports must have

- envied the publicity we recetved, Did not people at work say to you ‘I ses

Engiand are in China then?' or 'W'hatahouttheAmencansgmng to China ?
Iknowtheydnltome.‘ -

. Table tennis was recognised. Recognised in the National Press, And we've
certainly strived to get this sort of recognition. And then. Out of the blue
as it were, Thanks to China—we are headline news, Ping pong Or table teniiis.
. We were NEWS,

Whilst on about that side of the world. Permit me to say how delighted
I was that Trevor Taylor became Commonwealth Champion, They don't come
any more modest than Trevor and they don't fight any huarder either. I am
expecting him up for a celebration night out when he gets back, -But if you
think Trever mF get h.lgh-—th.mk again, Two ha.lvea of’ shandy w}H last him

“an evening.- 7 . .

Finzatly, Did you notice ? The’ Eng_ ieam conmsted of three left-
handers. Trevor Ta: lm', Alst - Hypding.
happened before. Axnd-— =

(and if- F'm - wreng-)
OIREGES

tand Alexandm tlie
Tm ngit . I think,

Telephone 2205 ( 2 lines)

m at Bﬁghisan i mldn't dream of




 NET CORDS

- A.current Tumonr that all lst Dwxdon matches will be p}ayed at Wavertme
Labour next season ean be safely denied. Wehavatoleaveansmghtf:eem
ordnrthatourithteamcangnnprmﬁohonhnmthezmmvhmn o

4 5 o
. Sad to: relate that- one item of information would appesr to be true that
“Fomy Cla; won't be playing' in the leagwe next -season. However, he ca
relax. T ndaluﬂ mnmdersthedwtame to Bol‘tontoomuch to travel fot
N ) It is easy to sit back and laugh at the current battle devekxpmgbetween )
e 15 two of our leading clubs for the signature of obe.player whopgrformedra.ﬂier_
;spectacnlaﬂy at the ‘Closed’. Easytolaugh dara s;ghteasiertocryt R C
- . * X = .

- Tightest league ﬁmsh of all time mist be the one in Division 3A" betm
" Wavertree Labour D and English Electric: B, They finished equal on sets over =~ [ -
the season, and the pl 'mdeudedbysevenpam!(hememberof_'
the winning team's to' gain six peints in stccession with netcords. (another
plug, folks 1), however, ay hir modestly pointed out, 1fybu do it that cunsstently
it cannot all be luck, )

LR ) ‘ T
TalkmgotimanBA haventyounnssedlﬂr Camewnsstiningrtuptﬁis:--.

‘season, Mind you, after the result of the Stamp Cup Fina} it's probabty }ust_’
as well he controlled himse}f this: yeat. -

Y B
' Colonsay are busily sea.rchmg fir a mew home. Purile sugpmona abont the;

S 'North Pole will not be welcomed, especially by the penguﬂu
N doubt, Les French would have a go at coaching. #h

T-’. . ul'* " - La el
l - After yet another success by a 'fdrugmr’ in the Closed. Wouldn't it be. e
. . nice to see somsome who lves in Liverpool winning it, or at least somweome
l -+ who learnt his table-tennis here. Not that I would welcomé any move to place
, . é.nyfsortofmdenha.l quahﬁcat:ononmtrmforthe-evebt Al thueplayem;
can only 1mptove the overalt standard; . e

" % &

- I have never hmd S0 many compla.mts about the quahty of balis as T have -
this year, especially about onme particularly well-known make, As one bloke -
: __put it 'T've seen wellaoaked tollet-paper bource bctter‘ C . .

uw! _“ ST

1 tg:e Mxth F‘itmmmons, that thchummg gentiemap £rom Dwisieis 2"
__'_sympa. Tes W Ken . Arinson over the impossible task of keéping -
.7 of records for the doubles. I lnow of one team wheretheothertlxm:lglaymr
dnm lots every weektoseewhohastoplaymthﬁaefwrthmmber -

: : L :
TN usumeﬂlat t]:us.wlll be- the ﬁnal Digest o!—the 1966—6 -:m aﬁl

would just like to wish-all our readers a h mmenmdlﬁmﬁaf
- will aﬁ'bem&mg forwsrrd to ourna:t uim ‘Bembti _




PLAY-OFF DIVISION 3a.

Wavertree Labour ‘D’ v English Electric ‘B

Havmg won two of their previous three encounters Wavertree' started firm
favourites in this match that should never have been pla.yed according to our
rules,

The first game gave an indication of things to come when in a fast and
furions game Geotge Moon beat Steve Fewtrell 21/12; 16/21; 21/18; Gordon

Nevins then had a clear cut win over John Hoban 21/11; 21/18; to give the -

pon-favourites a clear 2-0 lead. Wavertree were broug inty” the game
by Ken Jones with a three set win over Phil Godby. Geo: rge Moon did-a whiz
kid set with a breathtaking win in two straight over Rod Bulmér. This was

foltowed by a top class doubles  game—Nevin/Coughlin beating Jones/Fewtrell

21/13; 14/21; 21/18; giving Electric a 4-1 interval lead.

Fewtrell brought the score to 4-2 by beating Paul Coughlin in two straight
but Godby quickly -made it '5-2 and t{en a rather easy win by Bulmer and
Hoban over Moon and Godby made it 5-3, Even in this game players were
fighting like trojans for eath polnt and Wavertree were really fighting back,
none more so than Hoban who took the first game against Coughiin 21/19: and

- was 19/13 down in the second and with the atmosphere absolutely electric he

caught up to 20-all what a thagnificent fight back, he won the set and match
26/24 (ask John how he got his six points}). With the score at 5-4 Jones and
Nevins battled out one of the most nerve-racking games I have seen, at ten past
twelve Ken Jones emerged the winner 21/19; 20/22; 2Z/20;. and made the
score 5-5,

This must have been one of the most sporting a.nd excrting ehconriters’ T,

have witnessed. The table tennis was good, you could cut the atmosphete with
a knife and the sportsmanship was superb, The game was a credit to all the
players but on this night there was no doubt that both captams ‘Ken }mes
and George Moon, really played a captain’s part,

This report would not be complete without a word of thanks from both -

clubs involved to Palmerston who staged this match at short notice, were
perfect hosts and accepted without complaint the extremely late HBnish. Without
their co—opera'aon the match could not" have been played to a finish that night.

JACK: LAMBERT.

" TABLE TENHIS EGU!PMENT\ :
We can supply Evervthmq——- E o
TABLES, NETS, POSTS BALLS o -
SANDWICH, SPONGE & STANDARD BATS——-

“Barna” - “Jaques™ - “Johnny Leach - "“Stiga” etc.

and —
CLOTHING for I.ADIES & GENTS

"Bukta’ - “Louis Hoffman'’ etc

-VISIT OUR NEW UNIVERSITY BRANCH .

A!50p Bunldmg, Brownlow Hill, leerpuol 3
Tel. 709 9355 "

"WHITT

37 HANOVER STREET — 
Qpen ali Day Saturday




Thé Engllsh ]unior 0pen

Pe:hapsofalltheaspectsottabletenms a.ttend: Open teurmamerits
which foreign players attend gives me greatest delight, In the circumstances "
when asked to accept the post of Hoepitality Organiser'I conldn’t say-“Ves' .
quick enough The English Junior Open was heid at Canterbury—a city 1 had
not previously visited, When I went to Brighton for the semior Open I had
met the Yugoslavians, the Swedes, the Rumanians and the Hungarians - but
onthlsoccaaonlwasreqmredtnmeet only one team en route—that from the
United States of Arnerica. So I travelled to London on Easter Seturday and
. Called round at their hotel. They had brought a party of eight players (four -

boys, four girls) and a non-playing captain, namely Dell Sweeris. The next

move was to arrange for the removal of their considerable luggage to Victoria = .

Station. This was accomplished by piacing the luggage of all nine amd Dell
Sweeris in one taxi whilst we caught the Underground On arrival there waa - -
another game to Play—find Dell Sweeris. If you've ever been to Victoria, Statmn .

you will have some idea of the size of the place but we found him O.K. :

- There were no problems in gethn to Ca.aterbury but it was soon evident
that Dell was a very deep student of the game, When I mentioned the number
of left-handers who were in the Dell promptly whipped out pencil and .
paper and produced several sk to explain why he ihought they were sa -
numerous. One of the American boys, Danny Seemiller looked very interested in
all Dell had to say. ‘He's keen' I murmured. ‘He's lefi-handed’ Dell replied. -
- Talking to various members of the team the time to Canterbury went wvery
quickly indeed and soon the mini-bus was there to take them to their Guest
House. One must give them every credit for keeti-ness. No sooner had they -
deposited "their luggage than they were up to the University Sports Half {0
practice. And what a superb Sports Hall it was | It accommodated twelve tabies, .
-pezfectly and the unusual and outstanding feature was the wonderful hghting in -
the Uexhng whith gave perfect lighting in all parts of the hall,

I then went to Canterbury Station again to .see if the Irish team had aqucl'
on the train 1 had guessed they would. They had! But so had the Scettish
team, However that was duly settled and I next went to see if the Belgians—
who were travelling by car—had arrived, They had in fact just arrived and™*
were busy settling in. Back at the rts Hall the Dutch and Swedish teams -
had arrived and I could breathe a sigh of relief—everyone was here ! But ‘what -
about the West Germans?' Oh, they will be on later on—playing an Internatjonal
this afterncon against Engla.nd at Newbury. The Americans were still knocking
up shortly to be joined by the enthus:a.stlc Swedes. ‘And Dell was “there.
“Advising, Urging. onstrating.

A 7-45 breakfast on Sunday and we were oﬁ to the Hall, Uniortuﬂately
England’s progress was not very marked in the team events although there
were some good individual performances, The girls first team had no trouble
with Belgium but crashed 3-1 against Sweden. The set they won, however was

‘a very noteworthy performance, That of Janet Hellaby who beat Anne Christipe .- -

Hellman 21-9, 21-19, It was Miss Hellman's only defeat in the two daye the - "/
tourney was played. England girls second team, -meanwhile beat Nether]ands. .

3-0 before losing 3-1 to Federal Germany, Their victory in this event was in the . - -

Girls Doubles where Lynda Chesson and Sue Beckwith won two straight,

* " - The boys, teo, failed to reach the final, The 3rd team were. first ottt
predictably beaten 3-1 by Netherlands. The 2nd team beat a rather weak Trish' -
team 3-0 and the Ist team received a bye. Round Two saw England H defeated -

" 30 by Federal Germany bit it was disappointing in some ways. In. eath set .

- the host country won the first game before losi or'riﬁw pext two. This left only’
.- Epgland 1.in the running and it brought f a really great maich  with

“Sweden II. Jimmy Walker loét his epening set but. then Nlcky “Jarvis —always
a terrific, fighter—levelled the scores by bedting Andersson in -two straight..-
England .lost a tervific doubles but once again the- scores wers evened when
' -Nicky Jarvis turned in a fremendous performance. It ‘was. aﬂisp}ay of iscipline -
a8 weﬂa.sahhty Findmgvhis wellfmned Ioopwasnof b -desited




BT el

results, Jarvis went on the defence against Isaksson to record a superb win. The
score was 21-18 in the third but he clearly deserved his win. It ali then rested-
on Jimmy's with Andersson, Even with the crowd-<small though it was—

_ behind him Jimmy could rarely hold the Swedish hitter who won in two straight.

. “Amongst other tasks I had organised meal tickets, etc., Iunch being taken

- in the spacious University Dining Room. These breaks served as a lull between
continucus action in--the Sports Hall where referee Bill' Goldfinch was -quite
_unflappable, He gave the impression of really enjoving every minute, The
quietest member of the Irish team Robert Turner spent a considerable time
practising with a girl he told us ‘Was Dutch and speaks no English’. Sign
language seemed the only means of communication but knowing the Dutch fair
for -languages I was surprised to learn she could speak no English, Tt
eventually trangpired she came from . .-, Middlesbrough !

The finals were preceded by a parade of the teams. This part of the

proceedings is one I personally always enjoy, It gives the tournament a sort

- of air of tradition. High "Sherift of Canterbury then welcomed the teams

. and the finals commenced, The Swedish feams completely dominated these

events for their Boys lst and 2nd teams played for the championship of this
event, the lst team winning 3-0. The Girls team -beat Federal Germany 3-1.

Monday brought the individual events—an ail together more hectic sort
of day. The match I remember most of Nicky Jarvis v. Peter Taylor. This
was 3 third round fixture and the marked contrast in styles was one of the

- features of the game. Jarvis, rupnning rountd on his forechand and backhand to
foop everything., Taylor, standing close at the table hali-volleying everything.
Jarvis made the game look very hard work indeed: Taylor made it look easy
At one game all apybody could have won but some superb play by Jatvis—
who had a spell when he missed nothing—brought him victory. - .

The big result for England in the individual events was the eclipse of
favourite Ingemar Wikstrom in two straight by Jimmy Whalker in the semi-final. -
"At one all in the final against Manfred Baum our hopes were high of the top
prize being won by Engiand but at the change of -ends in the third Walker

“trailed 10-0, Even then he fought but is was a comifortable win for the Gesman.
Manfred, incidentslly is -yet another . left-hander.” Hé loops and hits from

PSS
- S

below the table quite frequently. with long sweeping shots. They look risky but 7

he is 50 adept at executing them that he obfains some really good results. This
title was the ogly ops wiich escaped the victorious Swedes. The fitness of “the
Swedish team had to be seen to be believed.

' T PHILIP REID

Tel. 708 4231 - . Tei.709 0936

o ' 39 LEECE STREET — Lwemm 0oL 1
Liverpoof’s Centre for the disceming Motorist
 PERSONAL ATTENTION. AT ALL TIMES -
" Always a selection of }owm{oagegrwﬂwner cars in stock

‘Glovers Automobiles




HHHGIM H‘S m TIMT e

.. John Molyneux has. got eugaged in the record hreakmg time of 11 days! " -

_ would make to ball control if fastened to his bat, He bought the mat,

.. The University managed to keep a team, in the League (and near}ywon.‘.'
..- Warwickshire county - player- Brian Bum is- doing a thesis on. ‘"The Social
. Wales betwsen 1923 and 1939, He would appreciate the loan of any .

.. Dick Heath, ex-University and Linnets player is alive and well and Innng‘ :

" for you- {as opposed to editing it!).

- Roger - Howard, the guiding-light of those <days, is

.. There ‘are no controversial amendments tabled for the A.G.M, a.part from

‘AletterfmmM:chael&a.wfozﬂmtthhsenethaa eetedthatrubber-

“s0 he. went to a chemiist’as shop for aspinns, While idly fingering the small- ..

... English Eleetric beat Boston Penmaen 6-3 inm the quarter—ﬁnals of the
- National Club Champicnship, Tony Clayton won his three, Wally Allanson

Our Division Two writer seems to have acquired a 100% record, a.lthough N /

e Tight matches for. Pete D’Arcy a.nd ohn McNee in the Deubles uarter—

may do so by chammg the well-wum phrase "when is the- trext sstie

Congratulations John and best wishes for the future.

Bath Street’s 2 poinis for a witl and 1 point for a draw, Inmdentally they
still have teams with scorecards outstanding I -

was first stuck on wooden bats. because one player . a headache ! The -
story is that about 1900 one player going to a.tournament had a headache

rubber mat on the counter he- suddenly. thought what a difference  this

cut it up, gnmmed a piece on each surface of the racket and “won all his .-
matches. So next time you have a headache Mandy ...

a division).

and Economic reasons for the growth of Table Tepnis in England and

relevant material which would be duly retutned from his home at 99, .
The Quadrant, -North- Shields, Northumberland. -

at 8, Sunnedor; Basildon, Essex,

Next season sees the start of Lon Hoffman's Super League, formed of six
teamscompnmngthestmng&tb’plawsmtheswth Everyteammult .
have a -leading jurior in the 35potandw:]1besponsored
company, Matches will be before paymg audiences, Prizes range from

to £15 a team. . . -
Trevor Owens.is lookm( for a driving instructor.

added two and Pete D'Arcy one Congratulations and the best of luck
the semi-finals when I understand ,you will have to play Ormmby
{Middlesbmugh) including Dennis Neale, S

he seems to want to keep this quiet. Ses what Wﬂmg for the ng&lt doea .

‘Essex -have won the Premier Division of the County Champmnsh:p wiﬂ:
a maximum of 14. pomts Yorkshire are second with 10 ‘peints and
Middiesex third -with 8, Lancashire have won the Second Division North.
from Cheshire on amesanbothha\nngllpomtsftom 6 matches.  Lancashire
also came . third in the Jumior Prem:ler division—behind M:ddlesex and.

Yorkshire, -

finals and finals. They beat Messrs, as and Cottrell 21/16, 20/22 and. -

22/20 and Messrs, Barclay and Allanson. 25/23, 23/21. ) o

This will be the first issue of the Digest that Chris Brewer hasnt been <

mentioned, ‘Oops I've done it again!

Thoae of you who rememiber the University club back in the ‘good’ uId
days' when the was in Grove Street and the club managed to keep.

three teams. in League will no doubt be mtamted lmow “that'

Professor in Americs, living at 139, Denrose Drive;- Tonawaﬂda NY 14150, -

The. next. issue of the Digest will be - published sometime -this yéar.
providing someone -‘‘volunteers” to do it. Those wishing. to '‘volunteer’”:




- Dunng the recent Closed Toumament two pcmts of mterest arose which I - - "
would like to explain mow as they concern both players and umpires, at all S
levels of play. - B
- The first was the question, wbo decides whtchf player is going to serve m‘
the second and third games of a doubles match, or is the order of service
decided right from the first peint of the game? The answer is. quite simple, o
Oncenmqthe order of play has beenlfﬁtabm mmrst gag‘e:h the ordzrnin all 4
8 uent games is automatically d al mn game pair -
serving first may choose w hu:hofthundnﬂldo-o. The umpire must, therefore
note carefully the servers and cheéck that he is serving to the correct oppoment.

The second guestion was, when should the umpire call the score ? Should
he wait until the server has the ball in his hand ready te serve ? Here again . bF
the rule is quite clear on this, The umpire must cail the score as soon as possible St
after the completion of a rally. A :good umpire would not normally wait until’ .
the server has the ball in his hand ready to serve the next point, unless. some
loud, prolonged appla,use or other circamstance would make his voice inaudible.
Normally a good umpire calls the score immediately the point is decided.

Often in Club Matches, debatable decisions are made, awkward situations
ansefnrembarra.ssedumplresandoftm ‘such an occasion is the topic of
conversation during the interval, As one of the very few active County ngu-es
in this area, I wonld be imterested to hear of any controversial situations which
may have occurred, perhaps even read about them in the pages of subsequent
issues of this magazine,

Anyway, I hope my explanation of the two points of contention will help
some readers to know what to do next time the sutuatlon crops up in their own
matches,

Yours sincerely,
' BRIAN LEESON.

"21,- Armscot Close; . . . . g
Liverpool, 25, . R 20

SRRy

" Dear Sir,

My wife was much amused on reading the comment in Netcords’ Te. two .
Armsons and remarked that if such an opportunity existed she would -definttely . .
- . elaim the privilege of being first to press the button. The other.bwtton would. . -~

be used to despatch all the Wav. Labour players and epsure a pesmatent. 'TET . s

for her. I had Bot realised that it was open season for shooting -down Artmson, .
I only hope that all those who indulge in this sport will be teddy to buy me a . - -
'drink when we meet for use of my name tobn@:tcntheu‘caﬂt;ibnml!

I would like to thank Alan Nolan for his very limd €onyments re. myself
"in this letter, I have always been in favour. of cogpetating -with any ¢lnb -
whenever it is in my power to do so. I miss far tbamgnyma.tdmsas:t:s due
““to shift work and consider a w/over to be poor consglation for a missed match
. for I play for enjoyment-—unikind members of my owa Eliab often remark that .
~ .. the way I play it is the only excuse I could hy playmg, but I put this . -=
“down to professional ;ealousy . ' L g
1 must congratulate you on having. dénbsa%h fme job as Editor since -
beitlg ‘pressed’ jnto the job. I know that iféaya have beeti. no fanlt of -
yours and think that everycne chould knsw héi “Your own contributions have
proved once again that.many ‘membefs K ; n‘.y ) comtnbute matena; SR
but for soilie Teuson are reluctant to&r .

E
.




' Letters to the Editor cont. el
. . e . 47, New Field- Awnm.

) Ldeasta:shlre
Dear Sir,

Nice to see my nnexpecmd ‘mention but what perhaps sutpnsas
le is that when they say "Whatdoldommyspatet:me?”ﬂnanswerm :
write for a football magazive (Inside Football) sometimies | . o

On 'Ping pong or Table Tennis’ {page 4) surely it iz the World Champwn
shi not the English Open Cham ips' to which the writer is ref

I vean:deathatnnwthewaronlylanﬂammnhaswantha&g
Open amongst Englishmen and ﬂm.t was when there were vtrtunlly no iote:gn

entries,
: Yours smcm’ely

P, REID.

P .:r\‘“:-—.w-f«-—--‘.,r‘-.-:mw'-nwmm»'r«-w‘wﬁ
. P e L .

: {Whoopst It seems that I have -dropped a vent’able cla.nger Phil is-of -course -
qmte nght Surprising that nobody else hn bothered to wnte in about it—Ed.).

TR~

)

. Found"any- good scdre’cards Iate'ly'?

Saw our Fxture Semtary and his mie a.t "the ‘Closed’ Tournament
this year going round with that list of missing score-cards. Queer chap, n‘ks
we believe all those stories about cards not turning Gp. ]ustasifthatwnld
happen when we all know we do post them. After all, loek how easy it'is.-
. Address already printed on the back, stick on the stamp you take to the match
. with you andpoprmthepostonthew&yhome

Mind you, wedomakexteesyforh:mtapmtendtheynmamvadbynot
posting them' straight away or leaving it to someone else and we all kmow p
_ reliable team-mates are for posting score-cards, Not that that matters for whor<s
ever heard of anyone forgetting to post a card .after being asked to do so.
Trouble is that when the F.S. asks about it we are just that little bit -
nancertain, Pla.ymg right into his hands,

.-~ He was télling me about one chap who he- asked for a missing scora—card
- Poor chap was quite indignant, claimed -he had never forgotten to gost a’
scovecard. F.S. asked him to have a look in his bag and the chap was
. whenhefoundthemmmnfsmra-cardﬂwre Like I said, queer chap - s
- Fixture Secretary, thought didn't know he had put it there when the bloke . :
wasn't looking. Just as anyone would put a card in his bag aud forget t:: ',: i
post it! o
~-Another tzme he asked me . about. one' of -my own clubs cards whmh he~ :
" claimed was missing. I made enquiries and team captain définitely. remembéred .
- posting it. Of course he did. Imagine his surprise when clearing out his' cifice .
"drawer a few wetks later he came actves the mrissing card. Can't say 1 was,
surprised for it was obvious that F.S, had found out where he- worked and shpped
in_during his dinner hour and put it in the drawer,

He really enjoys going round the tournament seeking out all the mxsaing :
results, Not really missing, but he pretends they are so that he can spend plenty -

" 'f time chasing club secretaries and team captains aroiind for results, It really.’
makes his night when soineone enters into the spirit ¢f it and admits his ‘guilf. |

Sawhmagmnlatetmndytogobomeag&eéulsm:lepnh&siaaémd;eally
- ‘wom out. Apparently it had been a successful night as- ‘qaite’ . fevw. had"
« “admitted their guilt and yielded Eresultsﬁm Camemnmalsofnitui—
joy as spparently they were still g to their’stéry about 50 3 ;
" and she was quite lmhngﬁwxwa:dtospendmgthemt‘fevr' :
tbemck}wu“EdthahadweﬂagmedmgotoS&th
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1, got to wondering how we could put a stop to all this fonﬁoo%:bo‘ﬂt

" thonght of it before. Next season we wil] all make absolutely sare we post Ci
-'the cards immediately after the match or deliver them by hand. The F.S. won’t = .. .4’

_.thunduetoournewsystem . .

" to dread hearing: ‘"All' the score-cards which were due arrived today dear’’.
. Tmagine his frustration and annoyance as day after day he hears those words -

" waste hours chasmg around after missing cards, Club secretdries will be pleased
 ‘will have to admit

e .be like other women and visit friends, pla.y goH and Ksten to ‘‘Women's Hour'".
. Imagine her ‘distress on finding she hag time to visit the haifdressers and have

] mstea.d of chasmg some elusive gecretary mlght even give him nightmares,

- yeara ago.
"heard recently the cryl of 'bring back straight divisions’. Well in'the 1962/63 < .
_- season we had. them together with another old faithfut twopdnﬁsforawm
7 ‘-*thatphymwuenotveryhappymthanyofthem We never are !

" an experiment, but the late Jim Green called it am: abortive division,

o _not want to know. In fact two clubs resigned ‘from the division: Yét only last. .
seasonghl heard manypeoplecallmg fortheleaguetobecomethree-&-mde all -
© - through! .

operahon One point for a set was therefore suggested,” and carried through
.at-the 1963 A.G.M. In the néw season thw first reactions  were disappointing,-
. It was, in fact; condemned as an utter failtre

wonild havae the job to herself ' b ‘ L Lho T
Now - all ‘this bothers mé for I hate to see people locking so happy and * -~

missing score-cards. The answer is so obvious I am surprised no-one ever -

‘be- able to claim they haven't arrived for we ml] all remember havmg posted -

.1 can just imagine his face when he arrives home on the first day of next '
season's deliveries, Mrs, Cameron will meet him-with those words he will come

repeated. His world will be shattered for we will have made his job edsy and
pleasant, His league tables will have to be up-to-date, he’ wont be able_to -

to see him, Managunent Commzttee _meetings will become a nightmare as he

fh fothing to report. The A.G.M, will become his
‘Waterloo' as ke will -have fiothing left to talk aboyt. That list of jobs Mrs.
Camemn wanis doing will have 6 be done as he will have no more excuses left.

Mrs. Cameron will suffer as well for there will be iro mare happy tays
on the phone tracking down the ones Eddie missed. Instead she will have to

a good gossip with her friends under the driers instead of chasing missing results.

Yes, it you all co-operate we can really make.their life a misery and the .
ﬁnal blow will come at the tournament when Eddie will find himself with.
time to watch -all the good sets, perhaps even enter himself, Veteran's event of . . 77" % .
course.| The sheer frustration in’ being able to watch the Men’s Singles Final e ¥

o UNO ISCENTIT. _

ALOMBMMTIHE

How many of you I wonder kee a oollechon of all the ngests that are 4
printed ? Obvionsly some do, but - ly not very many. For most people - - |
the Digest is read as qu:ckly as pessible and then discarded. This is 'a great i
pity for, to me, there is a great deal of pleasure and amusement to be gaed . - 1.
‘from -loohng tbrough past ‘issues of the magazine to see what was sa:d a few

My own collection of Digests started in November 1963, - which may Dot
seern a long time to some of you but to me seems an etermty Yon may have

and & special three-a-side division. It will not surprise you, I am sure, to know

The three-a-side division was admittedly an. extra division brought. in’ as o
of teams playing reserves in many of the matches beciwse the top players d:d

Peoplewemaisod:ssa.tlsﬁedmththetwopmn‘tsforamsystemthegm, ]

byt mglayen In one isste of the ;5

Digest John McKim- climed that the -1
whl&irjlthmnexf‘l‘ Gremwaﬁte&




“in pperation, The next issue included ‘a letter from Einest Stn"rges who .
- wanted to know what Tony . Green was gétting so hot under the colfar about
: _snnc.e not many teams were placed diffcrently. All good tontroversial stuff |

Mindyonweha.ve madeprogressmncethen Last season Ken Chambers
wantedachangeo scoring, saying- that the present system was not “as
successful as - had been hoped, Very guarded tones—better than calling it an
utter failure. The final word on the subject goes to Dave Conlson of LYCA who,. :
iast year, wantedaretumtoﬂ:etwoptnnhsforawinsyatmbecauseﬂw L
present system encouraged fiddling., I was under the impression that teams .
wil] fiddle their order whatever the secring system. There’s no satisfying some -
people is there ? .
: ‘What else was happening at thls time? Ah yesl that old favounie—--_ )
- ‘straight divigions’. Most people at that time wanted a change, mainly because
1ttook_solongwgettofheﬁrstd1mon The f’y"ramndLeague was
- infroduced in 1963 but also edunpopulaxmtha.tayaariaterthetwm-aﬁeam
" system was introduced, ‘has become established . as an excellent
system- but as usual there are a few who don’t like it. I refer-in particular’to
Tom Gordon, Jack Lambert and Wally Sili of English Electric, What - 15 it
‘about the Electric Club ? They seem to be against every arrangement .the
e has. There is only one solution—they will have to form theu' own- Leagne
the ‘English Electric three-a-side and straight divisions League’. ,
As I locked bick through the pages of past Dlgests gathering material iqr
this article one, fact became glaringly obvious. The names and faces -may
-change but the topits of conversation invariably remain the same. Lock back . °
yourself and see, you will find it most interesting, S

'KEITH FITZSIMMONS. R

EASTER 1071

- Eas‘ber 1971, was the occasion of the 31st World Table Ténnis Chahlpam'ls}nps =
- in Nagoya, ]apan In the ocaz;fetltlon England was well represented by 5355
ten-strong party, which inclu seven players and three officials, Perhaps I
was a litle fortunate to be included in the party; this was entirely due to. the
surprise withdrawal of Denis Neale and Chester Bamea because of a dzsa.greement )
at the airport.
Prior to Japan, the team had spent a very successtul week in Smgapore

competing in the Inaugural Commonwealth Championships, The team dominated
" ‘the entry, winning both the mens and womens team event and all the major -
titles. In the mens team event we had some close moments, particularly when
we were trailing 4-1 to India and needed the ‘remaining four sets for victery.
- This was indeed our darkest hour for, on anothier table, with the match score at _
. two-all, Karenza Mathews was down 20-17 in the deciding game to -Miss
) Nesnkmtu of Canada, However, miracles do happen, and both teams came out of -

. sepryingly  impossible sitpations to’ win the events, which, in temperatnms of :
- 90 to 100 degrees Fahrenheit was nb mean fest.

S The main individual event of the tonma;ment - the mens singles, was won
_by Trevor Taylor when he comfortably” overcame Ali of India. The Indias had.
. formerly been responsible for putting out our No. 1, and No. 1 seed for 'the .

" tournament, Alan Hydes. The womens gsingles was an all English affair- with '~
- Jin Shu-ley getting the better of Karenza Mathews by three games to ane.

Nagzv,wewerenotsommmfulthemenﬂmshedtent}tandthe
in their respective competitions. Success did not come our way
in the individual events, also; we were all eliminated in the early. Tounds. Alan
 Hydea:- wbohadsustamedaswmachdmorderduewdehyduhm Sm;apm
" had-to scratch from- all events, )

Itmdmngthoutwoﬁeeksm]apanthatthe';_,
- ;‘Team rece:vedannnexpected mvtta'hon to makeatcmrqi

e



af two weeks dfrectly followmg the World Cha.mpmmhips Thls invitation, was
) cattmnly received -with much enthisiasm “and we all locked forward :-to _the
" visit, However, before we embarked on the trip, we first played a match in
Sendai, a.cltyofnorthem Japan, against a Japanese squad. Both the mens
and womens matches were lost, bnt nevertheless valna.ble experienice was gamed
by all who toock part.

- We left Tokyo on “Eastet Monday, bound for Hong Kong. and then China;
we stayed one pight in Héng Kong and on Tuesday, 13th April,- we crossed the
border and entered the Peoples Republic of China, Our first match was in . .
Peking, and what a match it turned out to be. The ium had a ‘seating
«capacity of 18,000; howevet for the match 23,000 crammed in, many
‘people sitting in the aisles and between other peoplu legs. But still many more
people wanted to see the match; so.'we had to play an extrz match in Pekid to
*.accommodate a further 18,000 L The first match ‘was very entertaining, and from
being 4-1 down, we: fought back to win 5-4, Not so, in the second match,
however, where we lost 5-3, From Pbkmis we wemt on to play other matches in ~
Shanghai and- Tientsin. The playing halls in these latter cities were somewhat
smaller, howevef, accommodating a mere 6,0001 We played four matchey,
three of which we won. In all, the series was won by England four games to
two. We. left Peking for home on Wedneaday, 28th Apnl after a most enjoyable
tﬂp

TONY CLAYTON.

‘The Liverpool Closed
e i : . 13th to 16th April 1971

- The Finals of the wvarious events in this year s CIosed ‘I‘oumament
produced several mew, but not unexpected Champions. It was certainly pleasing
to see the snccess of the younger players throughout the four days and fo withess
~ the. more established players really struggling to maintain their reputations.

The newuensammp@m David Cottrell, (Linpeis), seeded 4, took: the title
by defeating the top-seed; Peter IV Arcy,” mtheFina] The progress of the -
.unseeded Philip -Blake of L:nnets _bowever, ‘desctves special mention. Blake
¢ defeated the second seed, Tomy Ri in -round 4 and Johnm McNee in  the.
Qua.ttet Final, before going out to is team mate, -Cottrell, in the Semi. The
third seed, Wn.lly Allanson, lost in round 3 to Eddie Motau in a lengthy,

unattractive pushing game in the privacy of an almost empty gymnasiom, =~

 Suzanne Manning became the new Women's Champion, disposing of the
first and second sesds, Mable Francis and Val Lee, without any real difficilty.
Then, with Brenda Williams, she secured the Women’s Doubles title, -although in

a foregone conclusion, .
Brenda Williams then continued her winning sequenice with anm Barclay

"~ Jean Reynolds, both these pairs being unseeded. Brenda and Liam had earlier

Dave and Jean had knocked out the third seeds, Peter D’Arcy and Kaﬂxleen_
Baxeﬂdale ) . - .,
' The first and second seeded pa.u's had both been ehmmated very eatly ona' o

- and Barha.ra Kitkman

‘McNee gaining a very close decision over and Alknson to- take the”

' . while foarth seods, ‘rsgloz’and cam were ‘deicated inthe Qnam_,

the Semi Final against Jean Reynolds and Myra Lovelady, the result was ne‘var I

and “took the Mixed Doubles title with a Final win over- Dave Roberts and- .
‘defeated the fourth seeded pair, Tomy Rigby and Suzanne Manning, while -

- in their first match in fact, Eric Hardman and Gill Simm beat.Geofge Smith ' .
“'and Val Lee, while Eddie Moran and Myra Love]ady disposed of Wally Allanstmi_’ el %

“In the Men's Doubles baﬁltopmded metmthe F@al DAtcy and -

title, Third seeds Roberts and Rigby Tost in round to Matdaluff and Browdles, . - -
Fingls -




John McNee, as expected, took the Junior Title, while Ted Mandaluff retained ™
his Veterans' crown, : < g’

Mike Truman, also unseeded, had earlier knocked out the top seed, Alan
Dean, in the Semi Final. - o

It was unfortunate that it was necessary to cancel both the Comsolation
events, but as the entry was bigger than last year's, when play went on until
1100 p.m, and later, time obviously would not permit these extra events o
be held. Actudilly, we were supposed to have the building cleared by 10-30 p.m.
and, except for Thursday with the heavy programme of Doubles events, .
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday more or less finished on time, :

‘As Tournament Secretary and Referee, I would like to express my sincere
thanks to all those who contributed in any way to the success of this Tournament.
Many hours of work “were -put. in- by numerous people, League Officials and
Club Members, boys and girls of New Heys School, and the caretaking sfaff,
before, during and after the acfual hours of play. I do thank them all for their
help and I can assure them that their assistance was very much appreciated.

BRIAN LEESON.

LIVERPOOL CLOSED CHAMPIONSHIPS — 1971

MEN’S SINGLES
Last 16: _ ' ‘
P, D’Arcy bt D. Holand D, Cottreil bt T, Owens ‘
L. Barclay bt D, Roberts = | G. K. Smith bt N. Gourley
-E. Mandaluff bt P. Lin- . McNee bt K. Jackson -
A Tolson bt E, Moran P. Blake bt A, Rigby
Quarter Finals: )

P. D'Arcy bt L. Barclay 16/21; 22/20; 21/17. .
E. Mandaluff bt A. Tolson 12/21; 21/16; 21/17.
D. Cottrell bt G. K. Smith 21/9; 21/11,

. -P. Blake bt J. McNee.

Semi Finals:
P. D’'Arcy bt E, Mandaluff 21/17; 21/10.

, D. Cottrell bt P. Blake 21/12; 21/17.

FINAL: :

' D. Cottrell bt P. D'Arcy 13/21: 21/13; 21/13.

WOMEN’S SINGLES
Quartér Finals:
_ Miss M. Francis bt Miss K. Baxendale 21/19; 21/14.
Mrs, J. Reynolds bt Miss B, Williams 17/21, 21/18, 21/17.
Miss S. Manning bt Mrs. M, K. Cox 21/14, 21/13. :
Miss V. Lee bt Miss B, Kirkman 16/21; 21/18; 21/18.
Semi Finals: - :
Miss M. Francis bt Mrs. J. Reynolds 21/9; 21/13,
Miss 5. Manning bt Miss V. Lee 21/10; 21/11.
FINAL: , .
Miss 5, Manning bt Miss M. Francis 22/20; 21/10,

MEN’'S DOUBLES
Last 16: : : ' -
L. Barclay/W. "Allanson bt R. Burke/G, Nevins.
G. K. Sinith/E. Gilmour bt J. Marshall/S. Fewtrell,
. A, Tolson/T. Owens bt D. Williams/N, Fagan.. . !
. <A, C. Taylor/W, Clayton bt E. W, Owens/W. L., Evans, K
-J. Hodges/R. McPherson bt E. Mandaluff/G. Brownlee. -
- P, Blake/K. Jackson bt E, Moran/F. Fmgd:m vdharson,
‘ F. Thomas/D. Cottrell bt F. Ph éG.: ‘dmunds,
P. D'Arcy/]. McNee bt P, Leefe. Cummings. -




Quarter Finals: . D
L. Barclay/W. Allanson bt G. K. Smith/E. Gilmour 21/18; 21/8. Tk
A Tolson/T. Owens bt 'A. C, Taylor/W. Clayton 21/19; 22/24: 21/19, :
P. Blake/K. Jackson bt J. Hodges/R, McPhersen 21/18; 21/16. : E
P. D’Arcy/]."McNee bt F. Thomas/D, Cottrell 21/16; 20/22; 22/20. R

AR

L. Barclay/W. Allanson bt A. Tolson/T, Owens 16/21; 21/4; 21/17. .
P, D'Arcy/]. McNee bt P. Blake/K, Jackson 21/14; 21/16. ) R

P. D'Arcy/]. McNee bt L. Barclay/W. Allanson 25/23; 23/21,
WOMEN'S DOUBLES ,
Semi Finals: . .
Miss M, Francis/Mrs. M. K. Cox bt Miss K. Pemberton/Miss V. Lee
21/18; 21/23; 21716, ,
Miss S. Manning/Miss B. Williams bt Mrs.. ], Reynolds/Mrs. M, Lovelady
21/19; 20/22; 21/14.

Miss Manning/Miss Williams bt Miss Francis/Mrs. Cox 21/11; 21/10, B
- MIXED DOUBLES -k
" Quarter Finala: ' -
L. Barclay/B. Williams bt E. Hardman/G. Simm 21/14; 21/7.
A. Rigby/S, Manning bt W, R. Smith/P. Lawrenson 21/13, 21/11, .
P. D’Arcy/K. Baxendale bt A, C. Taylor/B, Tayler 19/21; 21/15; 21712,
D. Roberts/]. Reynolds bt E. Moran/M, Lovelady 21/7; 21/16,
Semi Finals:
L. Barclay/B, Williams bt A, Rigby/S. Manning 24/22; 21/15.
D. Roberts/]. Reynolds bt P. D¥Arcy/K_ Baxendale 21/16; 21/19, ;
FINAL: : ' : i
L. Barclay/B. Williams bt D. Roberts/]. Reynolds 21/16; 21/14, i
- JUNIOR. SINGLES ' -k
Quarter Finals:
J. McNee bt Miss B, Kirkman 21/12; 21/4,
I, Holland bt Miss B. Williams 16/21, 21/15, 21/13.

- - J. Marshall bt P. Topping-21/4; 21/18,
‘Miss S, Manning bt C. Field 21/14; 20/22; 21/19.

Semi Finala: - - - o
J. McNee bt D. Holland 21/19; 21/19. B ¢
J. Marshall bt Miss S, Manning 21/19; 23/21, N

FINAL: :
J. McNee bt J. Marshall 21/, 22/20.

~ E. Mandaluff bt A, Byrme 19/21; 21/18; 21/16, K : . R ;
" F. Laceyf bt A. Davidson 21/9; 21/19, . o R
FINAL: _ , '
E, Mandaluff bt F. Lacey 21/18; 19/21; 21/16.
_ 'RESTRICTED SINGLES

Quarter . Finals: ; :
A. Dean bt G. Nevins 18/21; 21/15; 2i/14, - . ) ' CTE
" M. Truman bt E. Hardman 21/12; 21/6, : ST
. P._Tsang bt S_ Fewtrell 21/10, 21/19, : ! H
) R. Lavin bt C. Crossley 21/11; 21/5. : -
: Semi Finals: : : _ v ) ' '
. M, Truman bt A. Dean 21/17; 21/13.

P, Tsang bt R, Lavin 21/8; 21/17.

P. Tsang bt M_ Truman 21/12; 21/14,

- : RN S e

e




LANGS. & SHESHIRE LEAGUE NOTES

Final League tabféahowthatancea.gaintheuv&pooil.éaguehashada

successful season. ; :
' With a winning percentage of 80, (from 6 teams), we compare very

favourably with Bolion, (53%, 4 teams), Manchester, (79%, 5 teams), and
Preston, (65%, 4 teams},

. Whether our ‘‘success’ should be measured by playing results, or the fact
that we are taking part and also gradually introducing younger players into
this higher sphere of table tennis, is a matter of opinion, but 1 can't help
feeling that our policy of fielding teams in all divisioms, and not just those
divisions where we think we can be successful, is a good one, and might profitably
be copied by some of the other leading Lancashire and Cheshire Leagues;

Our Mens' first team finished rather lower tham. was anticipaied, -due, no
doubt, -to the zbsence of Tony Clayton for the latter portion of the season.
Bolton won the title by virtue of having 2 better sets average than Manchester,
each team had lost 1, drawn !, so you can see it ia tough at the top.

Apathy on the part of the Blackpool League cost them the match against
our Ladies’ first tearn. Here we finished 3rd, behind Stockport and Manchester,

and were the only team to take a point from the Champions. Had we managed .
both dpoim:s, there would have been a triple tie at the top, and sets average
woul &nmgs :

once again have decided the final

‘A Toast to the ‘A’s’

Our two A teams, finished Champions of their respective divisions, the

Brenda = Williams, Barbara Kirkman and for the earlier matches, Kathleen
Baxendale, - s

In direct contrast, Ted Mandaluff, George Smith and Trevor Owens, who
- compose the Mens' ‘A’ team, are, dare I say it, nearing the veteran stage.

Nevertheless, they only lost one match in winning the title. In their last matth,
however, they were given quite & shock by Bory, who had previeusly gained on(}i
hi

" 2 points from 6 matches. Playing away, they were 3-1 down to a team w

included a '‘Mandalufi”’ type wocden bat player (Hymanson). We rallied well

. to run out winners at 7-3.

Brian Leeson’s Youth Team finished third in their division, losing anly

_to_Manchester and Mid-Cheshire, In a division of ten teams, the largest in the
" League, they were never really extended in any other match,

In Junior circles, John Marshall, won 19 of his 24 sets, and was mainly
responsible for our finishing 4th in a division of 9 teams. As the Juniors ate

divided into two leagues, (north and south), the difference in playing ability .

between the top and bottom teams is considerable, but it is interesting to note

B

Lo N AT e T bl i s e s e
N A Ry .

- Ladies’ only dropping an average of one set match in doing so. SuzZanne -
" Manning went through the season un-defeated, and was ably supported by

|
R

that in neither division did the champion team manage a 1009 record. In fact *
in all 12 divigsions of the Lancashire and Cheshire League, only 4 teams went -

through the season without dropping a poimt, ‘one of these was, of course our
tadies’ ‘A’ team. _ " . -

FINAL LEAGUE PLACINGS :
P W D I. F A Pis. Pos. in No. in

- . League League
Men's 1st ...ccccrvriveee. B 3 — 5 32 48 -~ 6 6 9
© Men's 'A’ (north) ... 7 6 — 1 50 20 12 1 8
. Ladies’ 18t wre 6 4 1 1 4 19 -9 3 7
Ladies' ‘A’ .. .. 8 8 —_ - 72 8 16 1 9"
Youth P 7 —_ 2 65 23 4. 3 10
- Junior (south) ... 8 - 4 — 4 45 35 8 4 .9




- tell you:

The following pla.yers ha.ve been awarded then' Clty Badges :
La.chea 1st team—Miss Val Lee.

. A ,, —Miss Suzanne Manmng
.» A ,, —Miss Brenda lehams
I A- ’ —Misﬂ Barbara. Kirkman,

Finally 1. would like to thank all who ‘have helped .to make this a

successful year, especially the non-playing captains, chib secrstariés and various
other people who have egther transported teams or worked fo. ensure the smooth

running of the orgamsatmn

AI._.EC DAVIDSON,

Around tln Blmmns

DIVISION 1

Pkt wnwld |
—
.1
[

" Another season over and ne more.

redictions from me, 1 can

e way some of the results
.. tarned out it's easier to pick the
winner of the Grand National which,

of those

incidentally (not boasting), I did. As -

we have plenty of in this last

7"msueIwouldhketog1veeachteam

-a mention as we ga along.
Congratulations yet again to Enghsh

' Electric, who have now added  the

league title to their Readman Cup
success, Even without Tony Clayton
Electric - won the title much more

. comfortably than final figures suggest.

Atiother - great season for Mr, Con-
sistent, Gordon Birch, whe only lost
‘three times all senson
wedmtseeGordmatﬂm%oa;d
Championships any more, Wi

D’Arcy andp&r Allanson losing less
than ten sets between them how could

" Electric poesibly faﬂ to take both

honours e
My own club, Wav., Labour will

. have to be content with 2nd pla.ou,

"buttheycanboasttobe _only

it's a pity

“how well Wav, Lab,
- 5th place. ‘Al four Wav. ‘B"

_sgason_Icannot tyﬁes_utne
_ Wav. !

team Electnc did not beﬁil: in the -
re, Once again Tony gby ha.s

llaer‘:gred their best £)°

season with over at No 1, Aiso

_ doing more than theu' share were

T, ens and A. Tolson, who Hak -
had his best season for a Tong - time.
But for losing” J, Barton early -in the
season I'm sure Wavertree could’
have won at least cne trophy. '

" Not the best of séasons for the
"¥.M. who seem to have lost their.

bite these days. With G. Smith and -
E. Mandaluff losing more sets than..
usual the team has struggled ‘more.

than once this term. A player “who

should make all the difference ia F.
Bailey who, I learn, will be signing
on agazn next season.

The team they will all have to

" keep up with next season is Linnets:

who,” 1 believe, will be adding
another fine Blackburn pla er to thz‘r

already strong squad
this season was David. Cottre}

tost only four sets and I am sure o
even  this will -
season. The remainder of the Linnets .
. team have had some very good wins,

be bettered mnext

but have also suffered -some bad"
defeats. Such is the case of Phil
Blake who played so well to reach
the semi-final of our Closed Cham-

pionghips, but in the league lns la.y -
~was well below -par, R

Not being biased I wonid like to say
team—did in the ﬁmhmg in .

played in 999, of the a.meswhich‘!
am sure accoénted fol:tstiie sut:cell{:lﬂ

who hard tarped a ful[

S

‘B'—my own | -




“have broken all records by playing
© 'a reservé in at least fwe of their

- matches. However, full credit to team
captain Ted Gilmour for being the
.only consistent member of the side.

and who can blame him, Lets hope
-this does not occur again.

With so man bignamesmthe
club English "Electzic ‘A’ I:Eem
must feel a little out of it, but
four players hardly miss a mntch and

“draw in, their last match with Wav,

good wing over 'T. Owens - E.
our,

. SmoofheybeatWav Labour Y.M.
‘A’ have lost to almost ewery team
in the division and have ended the
season rather poorly due to lack of
support from team members.”

Theshockteamoftheseamn.m\
« Trinity, who were giver no_ chasce

of staw:‘f up. Most tearss have under
estimated .them and because of this
. " Tripity . have had some good wins
- beating Beauclair, Wav. 'A" twice
and best of all gefting a draw from

- champions English Electric. .
* I'm sure if Colonsay would have
played the same strong side all

son, A. and A. Mercer, they
would probably have finished in the
‘top six, but they failed to.do this

- a bit to maintain_lst dlwsion -gtatus.
- . 1 hear several of their players are
- Jeaving next season iich - could

ers team played

a b:g pa.rt in thel: fight to stay up
and with their help young John Mar-
shall looks to have a very fine future.

. Mossley Hill just about stayed in
the division after a long struggle and

: " term. It’s mice to see the teamn always
5~ -~ on time for matches even though they
... have to travel from a long distance.
A -very poor finish from Beauclair
- means relegation. Ted Birch must be
- vefy disappointed because he alone
. seemmed to be the only cons!stent
. pla.yer among them,k -
+'- Waterloo Park, who just stayed in
_ 'the division the previens season, have
; beenavetypoormamanthiswason
.. and “finished well behitid” any other
team, “Most ‘of their aets have beén

'_tea.mouta.useason ’Ihxsteammnst'

He must have been a bit fed wp, .

proved theu- full worth by playing a
. Labour. Geoff Edmunds gammg two

season, which was L. Barclay, G. Wil =

o %_ been _celebs - the coming
mgulaﬂy that they had to struggle ng of Eddie Birch, I' dom't

prove very { to them. The . but for a few somewhat surprisingly. -

will have to do better than this next

_wonbyA}anRetdwhomidmreky i forthemﬁ:e

" be a much better player mth a.

stronger club." R
' . © ROY SMITH. S R
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And sb, as- we expected, Wav,
Labour ‘C' and Bath St. win pro-
motion with the Labons” ¢lub finishing
in-top pfack by the margin-6f-9. sets.
Congratulitions go 16 the regular .
playérs Norman Chaloner, Ron Burke,
Frazer Farquharson and John Moly-
neux. The margin was a litle smaIIy
than it might have been for they
dropped a few. silly sets inclhnding a
7-3 - defeat in the last match by
Crawfords, This match was played
in a most unusual - atmosphere, a
happy' cne. Whether this can be
atiributed to’ the end of the season,
or the fact that the Labour cliub

knowbutapartfmmafewsetsthe :
‘coinpetitive spirit appeared to be
lacking. Bath 5t. came in second and’ - °

dropped sets by Arthur Taylor could
well have given the Labour club a
closer fight.

Joint third come Crawfords and the = - 4
Police. Crawfords have, throughout _ *--
the season, been unable to field their - -
fuil tearn and I am sure they would
have given the top two a bit of & . "+
fight had they been able to do so.
Les Evans is playing very well this
season and along with Ermie Owens,. =
Mike Newton and a really brillant . -
player who shall remaiin nameless, ’
they form an effective combimation
which should do well next season. The - N 3
Police have been i the same position- ok
bemgunableﬁnﬁeldthexrstmngeﬁ’3"
team regularly. They finished this
season with a fSourish including a 6-4
win over Bath' St, and I fancy ‘that. -
next seasén could bc 8 useful -emE



‘Next come the Oomy teama with
" Linacre close behind, Colomsay ha
been having clubroom -troubles but in
spite of thid both 'A’ and "B’ teams’

- reached respectable positions in the -

-league proving once again the genoral
all rounl:i strength of the club's
players. We all hope, I am sure, that
they find a place to play.before the
" start of mext season for we can il
afford to lose them. Linacre, on the
. other hand, seem to go on forever
and keep turning in useful per-
formances every season, - Although

they are tiing any higher in
the 1 ordgeer I fancy they will
be in division for a few years
yet, They are ope of the few cliubs

left that still regard a table tennis.
match as a social evening and not as
a death or glory event. credst te
them for this.

Further down come Sparta St.’

Edwards and Sefton, Sparta have two
main set winners in George Saunders
and Ted Barnes and their position

"in the order depends on where the

captain thinks they are best emplayed .

. 1o win the maximum number of sets

pusgible. A legal tactic, maybe,” but

not especially sporting. ' St. Edwasds

appear to have team troubles and:

‘have fielded a variety of players of
which * the: most  regular - have  been
{ N. Shaw,  B. Townsend, P. Byrne

“and J. O'Keeffe. Sefton won . pro-

motion from® the 3rd division last
season and must feel satisfied to have
stayed up The team has come fiom
a pool. of players, D. Murray, A.
Biggs, D, Davies, D. Sayle, B. Cook-
"son and R, W, Dav:es all of whom
areuseﬁﬂp]]yerswhocanwmsets
fairly regularly, I often feel that
_although: ha.vmg a pool of players is
. handy at times, a seftled team can
bring better results.

Down at the bottom Liverpool
' Jewish, Cadwa, Trinity ‘A’ and
Ash have all qualified for
relegatén It has been obvious from
the start that
fihish bottom and
Cadwa and Trinity 'A’ would accom-
y .them but it is.a. sarprise to me
that the 4th team fo go is the Jewish
club. On paper they. appear to be
ghuite strong encugh to stay up and
ey have one or two useful reserves,
. 80 I wonder what happened ? -

Ash wonld .
Prctty clear that:

'-Somuchforthelmgueandonm'

'I:he cup. This season Wav, Labour
- C* beat Colonsay ‘A’ 64 and s com-

pkted the double The Labour club

_ enjoyed playing was Ted Bames of -

© to the fact that Ken Armson has -

to finish on. See-you next seswon,

brought in Eddie meh and although“-'
he won his two singles be had to
fight very hard g . 9D W'Hi?m
only wmm.ng 21719, 197215 23/21:
For Colonsay 'A'/Lea French played
and won one of hia singles beatng
" John Molyneux two -stiaight.  Both
doubles were wonm by Oolonsay and
their other set was won by D.
Williams beating Norman Chaloner :
two straight., :

A few reflections: The player I most

Sparta, The plﬁv‘:nl least h,bed
playing was Les ch of Colonsay.
I must congratulate Sue Manning,
also- from "Colonsay, on winning the
Ladies’ Singles at the Liverpool -
Closed - Nice tor-see a member of fhis
division mnmng something., As for-
the ‘averages I do not know any due

been so busy writing silly comments
about my notes he has not been ‘able
" to find the time to work them. out.
I do know, however, that I came

top with 100%; which s a good note

KEITH FITZSIMMQNS

DW’ISION 3A
Wav. Lab. /
Eng. Electric ‘B' ... 24 :
University ... 67,
Linnets ‘A’ 24 8
Police A", .24 10 22
R 24 10 120
L'pooiYMCA ‘C' 24 11 11 "2 113
Bath'St. ‘A’ ... 24-912 3113 -
Raifers ‘B’ ... 24- 5 14 5 94 3
Cadwa ‘A’ ... .24 517 % 90
Maghull-.... .24 515 4 86~
- Vagabonds .. .24 417 3 B6
Crawfords B 24 414 6 83

In the first issue I promised to

write about the Labomr club team if .
“no-on¢ took over these mnotes -and .
now I am going to keep that proc -
mise ‘with a jew words thrown jn for =
doal” champs English Electric ‘B* -
- The Labour club have been'in some -
" tense matches and controversial issues
this season. They lost in the. semi-
final of the Hyde Cu match which

I felt. they should have won om

necesdary due to Crawfcr&ﬁmm
used an ineligible player, and

off. the season after béati
Electric 'B’73mﬂ1e0ﬂl ma.l}sy
_ playing them again if a play-off for-
thehtbutheyhdhwmh



2-17L. An all 3A ﬁnal ensured that
- “the Hyde Cup which we loaned 4o

wdlmon

. “match played in a very sporting
. manner hetween two tea-!ns very
closely matched and - the final score
does Electric afn injustice as it was
not as easy as the score would suggest.
.7 -And so to the play-off and the svents
o leadmg up to it, University took some

" .of the temseness out of the title fight
by not getting  their scorecards in
'regular}yandasaresnltdthm
Waverirée and Electric had mis-
“takenly written them . off, whereas

triple tHe. Electric came a cropper m

- ‘their last match against Y.M. 'C'.

- - little bit of controversy hmasYM
- turned out their ‘D" team and

. Electric could only manage a draw.
I believe they were a bit upset

this. News of this setback arrived at

gllaymg their -last match for. the
ectric players came to watch the

“match, Their news mieant that Waver-

tree had to win 9-1 fo take the title
and having beaten Vags 10-0 last time
- it looked good for them, unfortunately
they had forgotten to tell Vags about
this. and se could only manage to
win 8-2, so it was a tie, The play-off
wasg a draw with both sides baving
equa]setsandadecasxon:snow
&wa.i‘ted as to who is the winner.

: Umvemty sur]
'8““-‘8 on

‘andhowneartheycamstochncbing
-promotion, The matches which speilt -
3B for a season duly returned to thls i

mcapﬁnalwasaverygood

-onlya4setsdlﬁa'encepreventeda- :
: their challenge failed due to lack of

" but theirs had besn a remarkable
ahont performange.

Vagabonds where Wavettree were
" ship has met with only ope defeat.
- A steady No. 3 to go along

“the table. Some good
, K the four regular players, Woed,

eomplete their ﬁxtms

their bid weére  obviously ~against
Electric when they lost. §-Z with a
full team out. A good win by Electric .
which they were quick to peint ouf
to .me was against the hest team
acwrdmgto me. The other two were
inst Cadwa-and Y.M. ‘€' when
had a reserve out who lost his
4 sets. Taylor and Clirkson were ﬁmr
two best players,

of that!l T
Linnets finished i 4th place and

a_good supporting player, The strain

of carrying this team began to tell .
on Dean and Lavin towards the end

for .-betwesn them they
have won two -thirds of their teams .-
total sbts and their doubles partner- -

with. E.
Owens: would have done tbe trick for:
them,

Police ‘A" were alwa.ys there and a
threat to any temn but just nct strong
enough to force. their way higher up
performances

ugb Chalkley and ~ McMasters.
Eg?n weslmem -was " the -

Tha Sparts Spaciallsts

Vlsﬂ our. Shuwreoms-——
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Palatine fell right away after their
early season threat and finished -a
-disappointing 6th when they had the
ability to. do much better, the non-
appearance of Ba;rraclough—ﬂlelr best
player——and Rodney had a lot to do

with this, Wade and Parks did their .

best but with -their 1" and 2 mmsmg
they had little hope, .

Y.M., Bath 5t., and Rafters
finished in the middle group. A
reasonable season for the Y.M. who
were good encugh to take sets off any
team. Bath St's. ontstanding feature
was their ability at not sending in
score-cards, several of which are still

- missing. Rafters re-ranked team did
well and Jean Reynolds was a good
replacement, winning fairly larly.
She shook the Labour club with two
good wins over Fewtrell -and John

(Wide boy) Hoban, (Shame on you .

Jean). Cadwa had a’ very indifferent
season their best player being K.
Pemberton, .

Vags finished up llke Maghull,
battling to aveid relegation and oaly

3 sets between them and relegation '

made a close finish at the top and
bottor. Maghull Lterally clawed their
way out of the danger zone thanks

4o some good work by Draper, Dor- .

man and Howarth, but fthere must

, have been times when they thought
- they were not going to make it, I
am surprised that this should have
also happened to Vags for this team
is good enough to warrant I hipher
placing.

Last, but by no means. lea.st come
Crawferds, it’s rel
but what a terrific “they piit up,
if only they liad shown the same
spitit early on how different. it would
have been. They suddenly woke up
at: the halfway stage but the leeway
was too much for them in the end.
Having only 3 regular players ‘may
have hampered them, but Conley;

. Harvey and RoBer did enough to show
that their spell in the 4th - divisicn
should be 3 short one,

) ~ KEN ARMSON.
DIVISION 3B

_ PW L DPts,
L’pqd Y.MCA ‘B’ 2420 2 2 171

: ot‘d.s ‘A .. 24 17 4 3 136
) R_aiters e 24 16 6 2 154
. ‘Ormspa:ga.A . 2414 8 2 145
AT L .24 10 1074 119
: Cokmsa. 'C' 2410 11 - 3114

: paol emsh 0

.. -24°14 10

- called '

ition for them -

108 - - noted that Orrell wete~ wrﬁmut Cyril- 7

OO e LN

Eng Electric C .24 7134 107 )
Police ‘B’ . 612 6 104
Hilltop ....... & 13" 5 103
Waterloo Park A 24- 711 6102
Bath 5t. ‘B’ .......... 24 616 2 100
Mg, ............... 24 219 3 77

Believe it or not, this is the final -
edition of the Digeet, already, you
may say after receiving . your frst
issue only a few weeks ago!! Well
1 have a surprise for you. Kem
Armgon has most kindly asked myseH
and other divisional writers to
DOUBLE our contribution for ‘this -
last bumper edition, which: is to be
MSON'S NEWS' with a
portrait of our beloved ex-editor on.
the front cover holding his table
tennis bat aloft! Seriously though
there would not be a Digest .if it

~ wasn't for: Ken and his contributions.

Congratulations to Liverpoel Y.M.
and Crawfords on gaining promotion
to the 2nd division, Extremely lard
luck to Rafters and Orréll whe just
missed out, but gave so much to
make the tussle so interesting and
exciting. Commiserations. to - Bohem-
ians' who return to -the 4th division
after -only one season with us.

“Rafters, who were a mere two pcmts
behind at the finish, should have

clinched promotion when they met -

Crawfords at home. Crawfords being
without Mabel Francis, Mike TFrurhan
and Les Singleton ‘and facing the
formidable line-up of Pete Rumjahn,
Reg Hetherington, Graham Gaskell
and Eileen Mansell in that order, The
result was a 5-5 draw and it is to

Crawfords credit that they have -

réserves capable of fighting for every
set. P. Carney had excellent victories -
over Pete Rumjahn 21/12 in the third
and - Graham - Gaskell 21/15 in the
third. Andy Bymne beat Reg Heéther-
ington 20/22; 22/20; 21/18 and hdd -
that game gone the other way, who
knows Rafters could well have been
in the 2nd division next season Other
victories were gained by Stan’ Harvey
beating Eileen Manaell 217 21715+
and " Camney/Roper beating Gaskell/
Mansell, So well played Crawfords.

Orrell's challenge faded in the run-
in with 7-3 defeats by Colonsay,
Liverpooli Y.M. and Crawfords, g

)

" ‘Brookfield ({2) and S. Brooke

were the stars for Colonsay with J

Martin. (I), R. Brooke (1} and" a
Breokfield /Martin mmbmattm taking
the rest of the peints,: It ‘must be




Ca.ﬂaghan and Gordon Kzrk for ‘that

- ma.tch ‘but even -with a full strength

tbe;v could not prevent Crawfords
takin, off them. Cyril lost his two
fortheﬁrsthmethisseason, k
to Mike Truman 23/21; 21/1&; an
“Les Sipgleton 21/12; 21/16. At the
YM. it was €yril who held them
by beating C. Cox and P.
Tsang, George Wright getting the
other 21/12. in’ the .third over J.
Smith. The  final blow to Qrrells
hopes came when they played that
magnificent club—Hﬂlg
for a possible 9-1 or 10-0 win Orrell
_hadtobec‘mtentwithadraw A
young chap named Lock was  again
the backbone of the team beating
Callaghan and Cooke and was well
supported by Rob West and Ken
Horton who both beat Gordon Kirk
(sorry 'Gordon), Then the superb

West and that cha; Lock took the

doubles 21/17; 21/1 inst  Nor-
man Cooke and George right, To
add insult to injury Hilltop played
a reserve D). Wllhams as Rob Chew

. was injured,

Sparta finished a good season in 5th
place although conceding a walk-
over to Crawfords, which mc:dentally
assured them of promotlon I don't
suppose Kaftérs were to haj
that, but I do know that
ended u trying to sort out Sparta §
fixtures pas wegll -4% his -own—amd
Sparta were the borme team | Colofisay
improved well and -finished in-sixth
place after going through rather a
bad spell in the middle of the season.
They - have excellent prospects in
Kathy Baxendale and Brenda Wil-
Hams to mention but two, so I hop~
they have some luck in trying to
find new premises, Police B’ for
"obvious reasons, found it very difficult
to play their stropgest side every

week and finished much lower than .

I had first thought ‘Hence they Tost
valuable points when it came fo -the

doubles. The nnly pair to meet 'with“
success  were. - Jones/

comparative
Dyson. In fact the Police team went
for over a month without a doubles
win, The rest of the division finished

alimost together with the exception of -
mentioned:’

‘Bohomians who, as™. I

earlier;” were

* 'Alan Rycroft every week thén I think

they might have  stood. 'a" betfer

chance, Aga.mst Spm-ta for instance,
they took 4. with only 3 players.
Ianes (2),-
'R"ycroﬁ bang the ‘Sucoesges,

DY aboutr

: relegated. Had Bohs
- -been a.ble to turh out Ken Jones and .

. lone defeat.
up his 1009,. Still, there are two sides = .
to-every story and D. Olsen mast'be -
pleaaed with his <rg-

ycroﬁ (1 and Jones/ '
) "tﬁbutm to‘Dave 8 average

_As you may lmow the Hg,ie Cup E

was lent to Wav,

yea:bycourtesyofm Nodo‘ubtKen -

Armson wil
if he writes 3A's notes a

flag 'was kept flying by P. °

1 comment on that Feat
in | 3B's

done bot players. I missed the Finals
Night,  but T believe Tsang had a
oomforta.ble victory.

Best averages ate held by Tmman :
Callaghan, Rumjahn, Tsang. Ciosest
score of the season was 32/30 D
Cohen. of Liverpool Jewish beating
Dave Williams — Hilltop. Saddest
player is Dave Williama as his . last

) vxctorywasonml@overc Stock

{Beauclair ‘A’),. but at least Dawve
turns up when needed. Nicest peraon
of the year—Joe Lovelady, Orrell—
he was the only person to contact me
during the season! °

I hope yon have all en)oyed the
first season of 4-a-side, Personally I
think it has beent a great success, I

_ ‘also hope you have enjoyed reading -

these notes, If you have not then
COME AND WRITE THEM . . .
See you next season. :

- ROB LOCK.

‘ DIVISION 1A

L'pool Jewish ‘B' ... 20
Knotty Ash ‘B’ ... 20

o e U O

As I wearily take up my pen yet. = - .
again I am’ forced to admit that
writing '3 lots of notes really saps

ones powers and send out a despairing.

appeal for a volunteer  for' mext

season, After all, these are your mtes
s0 why not wnte them. .

In case there is still a.ny doubt
about the winmer I can definitely

confirm that Old Swan just managed
- to scrape home .
Congratulations for a fine double and

by a mere 23 sets.
some excellemt av Dave Crispin

must be kicking himself over that
by D Olsen whch mucked:

feeling very

sang and’
- M 'Truman who were the finalists in -
- this. years Restricted -Singles, Well .

s
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Police ‘C’' convincingly won the
' battle for 2nd place and in congratu-
“themn I must say I feel this is
. a. wetl deserved ion for this
game team have been together for
several seasons and never qmite made
it so must be feeling very
- pleased about it now, They have also
proved that. Police can turmm out
" regular teams for they bave only
needed a reserve once, which is, in
fact, the best record in the division.
Another team effort with every-
one doing their share of winning.
English Electric  finished in 3rd
place much to my surprise for I had
not realised they were so well up.
two reservea and

not very good. Perhaps: a bit of
practice might prove benmeficial next

L.Y.C.A. once again had to be
satisfied with™a near miss but having
seen the Police gain promotion they
must be feeling that next seasom will
surely be their tum. They always
make use of the same gri of 5
players but I would advise them to
try and. find settled partnerships for
doubles as this can definitely improve
results,

"Bath St. were up there pushing for
. promotion but never really looked as

ifthey would make it as the team had

a weak look zbout it. In Eric Hard-
man they have a very promising young
pl a{m but how they expect bhim to

© pr Playing down the order
in the 4th division is beyond me. I
.can never understand why some clubs
ingist in holding -promising players
back, If any yonngh player shows
-promise I believe
given as much opportunity as pos-
sible to progress, If they have it
they will soon mature and if not
you have lost nothing in giving them
the chance and I don’t consider the

4th division to be much of a chance.

: CoIonsay ‘D’'; Rafters. ‘C’ and
Police 'E” plodded away in the middle
helping to make sure who won the

division and who finished bottom.
-~ 'Colonsay alse have a City jumior

{;layer in the teamm, Phil Topping.
wonder how long sinee this division
provided two players for ‘the junior

' tcam ? Eric Hardmm:l be:ng the other

e

ey should be .

They used far too many pla.yem to
‘have any chance of success. Their

best player was P, Dickinson who
finished with a very good average:

Phil Topping has also done well since -

eaterlngthoteamatthehalfway_'

stage. 1 was about -A. - Malt-
house improving
only won twice since pl E:;g for t:he

team, Their best player

Johnson, who hawing played allr

except two of sets at No 1 or 2 has
finished with a pretty

he was well supported by F!'ed ag -

stanley: Rafters are the only team
with a clean sheet for sending score-

cards in, so congratulations to Fred'
. Winstanley for

remembering  that

score-cards - only mean something
cwhen if they arrive at 44,
Wavertree  Green.  'Police ‘E’

division, but they did quite well with

Catterscm Bennett, Morrisey
Wilkinson shafing the sets between
them,

- Waterloo Park remain a complete
mystery for they started off with four

Ca] le of tonj- )
playe:siy pah gaitiing proso on,

1o ancther set:

then téverted » few weeks to the first -

setfoﬂowedbyadmngeagmn As a
result of all this their chance:- was

‘gone and from a record of 12 for 70

they could only finish with §9 from

20. I wonder what happened to "the

original four ?

Jewish avoided being bottom. with-
out much -trouble and left Knotty

Ash to. hold the spoon. T don't think .

either team were bothered about this
as the division was so badly depleted
that the relegation issue was washed
out some time ago. The Jewish teain
of Burman, Taylor, Simon and Nel:

son have played together for spme .-
time if my memory serves me right -
" and’ they obviously emjoy playing
together and are probably not much .

conceérned about success. The same
is probably true about the Knotty
Ash teamn. Knotty Ash had a power
cut during their match with Bath
St. when losing 5-0, Bath St. failed
to appear for the mutually agreed

date for completion of the match so.

Knotty Ash got a draw and Bath
5t. a loud ‘"Raspbetry’’ from me,

KEN ARMSON. -~

' - Co

afters ay he -has -




- . Brian Cunmningha :
rocky finish. Hard luck lads, perhaps - o -
- regularly, They ‘did winm onme- title |

91
69
54

Police ‘D’ ... 22 3 17
- Mossley Hill ‘A’ ... 22 2 19

" From a likely runaway victory for
- Colonsay and Trinity the promotion
issue. developed inmto a close finish
with Bath St. ‘C’ being. the other
coitender. Colonsay emerged as
winners due to their slightly easier
run-in during which they maintained
their consistericy and finished as very
young and worthy champions, Exc:gt
for two matchies they have used the
same four players and have aklic been
one of the few teams to keep the same
doubles partners Baxendale/Kirkiman
losing only 4 league sets and Brooke/
Williams six: Their departure means,
-1 hope, we will be saved the embar-
rassment of being beaten by young
girls, Trinity ‘B’ lost the title in the
run-in when with a series of hara
matches to play they conld only
manage 6-4 victories, St Edwards
had only 3 players but took 4 seis oft

- them, McCann (2), Kelly (1) and a’
doubles; Orrell also took # vital sets

with Dave Batty getting two, Myr
Lovelady one, and then together they
took a doubles. Theirs has been
another- all-round team effort with
Alanr Chase their best player. He has
played in every.match and lost only
5 sets. He also struck up a wvery
successful doubles parimership with
* T. Downing. Bath 5t, tried hard to
close the gap and make a fight of it
but when an all out effort was neces-

sary they fell away, With only 13 .

sets separating them from Tonity
they will -probably - think themselves
inlucky but the truth iz they were
just not goc
. 70 sets in their last seven matches
‘they dropped 37. This included two
674 defeats by Colonsay and Trinity
and 4 draws with only two victories,
. their best result being a 7/3 win over
- Orrell. So after a shaky start which
improved with the introduction of
gham they had a very

" next seasom it will be your turn.

'

enciigh. From a possible -

- wooden . spe

' My own team finished in 4th place

. but I feel we- could have dope mtich

better with a settled team; our big-
gest weakness wag doubles for we
never got amy partaerships - going -
which were able fo win regularly.
With St, Edwards and Beauciair ‘A’
both proving unpredictable when -
following re-ranking they should have
improved things were made easi¢ér for
other” contenders, Hartley and )
were not as successful for Beauclair
as they should have been and with
no one to back them up they flickered
where they should have shone
brightly St, Edwards were plagued
with team problems and their possible
strong challenge fell away as a result
of this, Jerry O'Keeffe gave a hint
of what might have beem for since
coming into the team - he has lost
only-3 sets. Their bad luck continued
in the cup final when they could tum
out only 3 players and went down
9-1, énly Pl Kelly taking a set for
them. They sent a letter of apology
to the league and I must congratulate
them for having taken the trouble to
do this when most other teams would
have been only too eager to forget
the whole thing, :

English Electric; Knotty Ash and

_ Oxrell ‘A’ had little to choose between

them and with no danger of relegation
were. left’ to ‘enjoy their table tennis,
They had 'seine say im the promotion .
issue -for Bath St met them 2l in

" the last few weeks and it cost them

12 sets, J. Aimsworth had a very
good season for Knotty Ash losi
only 9 sets. Johnson and Humtér: did
well for Electric winning 509% of
their total sets between them. Myra
Lovelady had her uswal pretty good
season for Orrell and was well sup- -
rted by Dave Batly, G. Brint.and
illy Illidge. o o
Giro have been another disappoint:
ment for with their strongest Yeam
out regularly they conld also have
been fighting for. promotion. More:

nces by Theo Mills woald

appeara
have helped to improve their position.
I was very pleased
McCoy has returned this - season
following his illness and he must be
well pleased with his results sinice
appearing regularly in the team,
Police ‘DY. won -theé battle of the
but. they can. hardly :
be ple with this as they had to
make use of too maey players, only
Hopkinsorr and 'Lawson appearing

to see that Tim - .
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however, as they were joint walk-
over champions with Mossley Hill—2
each,” Mossley Hill finished bottom
and “this must surely be the right
place for any team which is prepared
to concede a walk over for a football
match, :

I do not normally mention a team
when they have been expelled but I
make an excepton with  Polytech

‘A' for 1 feel they have been the
victims of a miscarriage of justice.
This is not meant as a reflection cn
the Fixture Secretary who has merely
carried  out the rules, but because
I conmsider -the circumstances war-
-ranted the expulsion of their 1st team
_who conceded 4 walk overs in Division

5A and possibly more, Polytech ‘A' .

entered our division after the season
had started and not only did they
catch up with their fixtures and com-
plete them, they also won enough
points to get them-into the top five.
Surely they deserve some considera-
tion for this. I must also mention
Dennis Gilbert who came into the
team at the haliway stage and has
oaly lost 3 sets, .

DIVISION 5A - . e
PW L DPts.

L'poal Y.M.CA. ‘D’ 2423 1 0 220

Crawfords ‘D* ... 2421 3 0172
‘Cadwa ‘B’ ........... 2418 5 1 168
Eng. Electric ‘F’ ... 24 10 122 2 119
- Cadwa 'C’ ... - 24 912 3112
. Maghull A’ .. 24 913 2112
St. Hugh's . 241211 1 108
Bedford House ........ 0 105
Orrell ‘B’ .occvvcmvnens 2 105
Vagabonds ‘A’ ... 2 105
Liverpool Poly ........ 1 91
Linnetts ‘B’ .......... 2 78
Bervecinpmmp— ., 2 65

I have no doubt that the departure
of Liverpoot Y.M. 'D’ will be a great
relief to -every team in this division

for they literally strolled through the. -

season, only 8 teams being able to
‘take & set from them and only drop-
ping one doubles set. They also won
as a matter of course the *‘Stamp
Cup'’ with their usual 10-0 victory
to complete a very casy double. With
this being the bottom division teams
can expect the occasional strong team
when a new club joins but no-one
expects fo meet a team from a recog-
nized .club  whose ability quite
obviously shows a serious error in
that clubs rankings. They marred a

perfect record by conceding a walk-

to show that they too could have a

over to Maghwll ‘A’ T -wonder why ?
Surprisingly enough, no member of
the . team - succeeded in finishing  the
season unbeaten. I am sure we will _
hear a ot more of these very promis- .
ing players in the seasons ahead. - -
Best performance against them must
go to Henshaw/Pemberton of Cadwa
who teok the only doubles set from

- by beating Ginley/Wishart
17/21; 21/17; 21/19 in the mext to

~

- last week of the season. One of those

who took a set from them. was an’
outsider, Jack Lambert, English
Electric who . beat ' captain Jimmy
Smith, Jimmy, incidentally, almost
succeeded in winning the Micklesfield
Medals competition on his own and
was responsible for preventing my
team winning, It's surprising how
easy you can go off people ! ! ’
Crawfords ‘D’ finished a comfort-
able 2nd and were never really
extended and even when playing short -
on two occasions still managed io
win. On several occasions it was only
their doubles pairings which pulled
them through which shows - the
importance of good partnerships for
many clubs are stili overlooking this
and "~ dropping valuable sets. Their

“best player; in-a manner of speaking,

was ‘Mabel ‘Francis who - tumed out -
for them five times and was anbeatep;,
Who would expect to find one of the .
City's leading women players hurling
around in the 5th division, something -
seems wrong there to me, o -
" Cadwa ‘B’ finished a ~good ~third
with a steady experiended team who N
only found themselves in this division
as a result of the introduction of the’
4-a-side, Their performance showed
a marked improvement when E. Pem- -
berton appeared regularly in place of -
R. Davies and had he played all
season they may have made 2ad place.
They will almost - certainly achieve
promotion .as there are several
vacancies to fill in the 4th division.

. New-comers 5t. Hughes had a very
encouraging start in- the league and
must be well pleased with the
season’s results. and with the easier
competition. - t6¢ be expected next
season they should do well, unless
they too are promoted, but ‘even so
they should manage to hold their
own in the 4th division, :

The other two new-comers, Bedford

House and Polytech, did not do as
well but Bedford. House did' enough

good future, They got off to a rocky ™ |
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: tech had a disastrous finish

- the botiem

. had ‘ne’ Handbooks, . score-books or -
scorercards  this - pmbably ‘explains.
. whyﬂxreebitlmrearlymsoncards.
" are:stil missing. How about letting
me have copies ? Mafches concerned
v, Y.M. “D, English Electric ‘F’, aud
After a bright start Pon-
. aad con-
"ceded three- walk overs .in their last
six matches which- reaulted in . their

“ AT beam being expelled qun:e un}ustly

from 4B,

ish Electric _‘F‘,— Cadwa ‘C,
Orrell ‘B’ and Maghull ‘A’ finished
reasonably tlose together with’ Bothing
much to choose between them, Mag-
bull’s poeition was h by several
walk -overs - inclu - that notabie
technical knock-out against Y. M. D’
. Having played against them  last
- season [ feel
do better than this. Orrell used the
saine’ 4 players most of the season:
“and also kept the same- doubles

ga.rtuets Their best players wore
tevenson and Walsh, Klectric never

really got a settled team going and
this obviously affected their regulfs.
" Their best player was V. Joshe until

. he dropped eout halfway through

'I‘lm.r most . regular pla.yex was -
Vicary who had a p;e%n .,

Cadwa shared the fate fireats. alt

teams whose clubs have 2 him fedm

in the seme division, ‘too . mmany
reserves being medmthmrc.aaethey'

. used 14 players Best' performances -
"came from D Massi¢ and Carol Flood.

- In the bottom gromp came Vags
““A’, Linnet 'B’. and Beauclair ‘B’
“Two of Vags results are missing and
© a8 1 am writing these notes withont
“ the ‘help of a final leagué table I
_-might have that wrong. A -regular
" feam frmeagsmﬂ:regnlardonbla .
partrers.” Best results  came | from
.Rocney and Harperbutonthewhoie_
a /teal’ team- performance,” Leaghe
tables or. not, I am- confident that
Linnets - ‘B’ and “Beauclair - ‘B’ ghare
* in that order.
Fer Linnets only W. Shérbum gave

lomngmximsn-"

"'Zssets a geodamgeformd‘l
alow t %ﬂ:wﬂl probably

. be glad to forget thin season as it has

" niot been gopd to- them. No. omt-
- standing %mances and - too many
. reserves for dny hopé of sucress,” 'lhenr
. doubles resul‘m were
Conly won_six and two tggg
- m one ma.tc.h .

L sfatt as a result of the:r missing the i
: Meetmgandforsomnﬂmer-

they had the ability to -

ont any. notes. Pethaps one of you
might ke to take over nhext season.
Whynotgw:tab:tofthought
“KEN ARMSON

DI_VI_SION 5B - - s .
S T PW L DPts.
Crawlords 'C" ... 2423 1 0194
Old Swaa ‘A’ . 24192 3 184

. Nueris Green. ... 24

T ey 5

- Trinity *C" - - 32
Colonsay 'F- 10 -
Woolton - ... 247110 - ’
L ll;wish ‘C'. 24 9 12--3 108
Police F" ...y 24 10 14 0 93
. Pispiiween ... 24 9 H 1 98
Eng. Electric ‘G’ ... 24 519 0. 70
‘Bath St. 'E’ ... 24 320 1 &7
Maghull ‘B’ ... 2¢ 122.1 37

- cobvincing - and

~ 'miss a- game abd was “fop -scorer,
" - Pardtgton. was also- everpreannt and .
- with ‘Lhatcher and Cameron E. had
“sm .excelletit sets return. WIute 53 am.

_the gaine getting some small mtum ’

-was the - teams - Dumber . one. man
- No. 1 player. of the season. He was

- playérs’  niade’ this. . poskible,

‘Hall who shaied top scorer with-
- Kinforth and Lyoms who _was nol:
--'hehmd. togeéther, -

_'m.son pragmssed - Ham Ied

“These- . notes have been rushed | -
through asz ‘we found ocursslves with- -

out a writet and I have stepped in- ~.7;
ratlier thay leave this division. with-

Cmgmtulah to Ctawforrds c

on winning our championship ‘i~ a

ing manper,

their experience proved too much for
Old Swan and Normris Green, They
lostonly two doubles threeghout the -

championship and ~“only  called ‘on
reserves four times, Harrison did not.

‘ozt g 16 dee o many .o
'Wﬂm%ﬁh&meaxs B
. also more.than - {omfour_

players. who :Have put™ st macH -iHte

While Crawifotds set’ the pane aH
season Norris Green Boys Club kept =~ -
within striking distance until the last
lap which was quite & remarkable .
performance for a mew cleb.  Allan -

‘playing -in _every game’and Josing .
only one set to a regular -5B player,
this also made him' the divisions

well supported .hy Duffy.
‘Old Swan "A’ finished Tonnérs: np_ B
of the division, -their de;ltli 0&“

surely ig a club.of the futare. Let'u:
hope - they. can keep suchk players as. -

L.
far__
Cadm D' A -ahead ‘as theji
ozged. g




scoring, with solid and =
formances from J. & M
Biggs.

Facts and figures from other teams
give ot take a couple of cards are
-as follows—Bath 5t., Mrs, Martin
and Halsall shared top honours and
they called on mine players, which
let the side dowm a bit towards the
end of the seasan, Colonsay called. on
six players with.Ruth ]a.eger leading
the way. A pice young team here, a

mlar per-
'ower and

pity some of them weren’t playing a

little: higher in the divisions. Liver-
‘pool- Jewish' had difficulty in fielding
" their top team, but M. Cohen was

topscarerandAnna.Cohenmusthave 7

won a prize for enthusiasm, - -

I bad all kinds of mice
say about ull but

the season. I feel that these must now
be said of the young English Electric
side of Sylvia Theis, Janet Connor,
Julie Black, G. Connor and A. Sill.

‘They finished the season without an ~

absentee and an enthusiasm which 1s
hard te come by when wins are few
and far bétween.

'Palmerston's top pIayer was Lems._f‘_- )
Jexrkin- - -

who was well supported by
son. For the Puolice; despite the mixed
grill of players, 19 doubles wins was
pre g good., At Trinity, No, 1 man

missed a few games and-

Balley only missed one game and
finished top scorer, For mnewcomers
- Woolton B.C, Stenson, Hargreaves

and Eslon were tops with very little .

. between them,

Field of Colonsay took on Cadwa
on his own, he did his best but of
course his ‘team’ lost 8-21! Hall, a
very much improved player, led his
team Old Swan, to a momentous win
ovet Crawfords and spoiled the
latters 100% record.

Not a great season, when ~teams
dro-p out or do not fulfil their fixtures
it is inclined to leave a masty taste
and belisve it ‘or mot despite the
attitude of some teams the game is
all about what goes on on a table
tennis table. I think the 4-a-side has
been a tremendous success, My club
has always been a 4-a-side advocate—
but I thought 3-a-side would be ideal

—not now, I am a 100% . 4-a-side

man,
.JACK LAMBERT,

w
they let. the
side down completely at the end of -

WOMEN’S . DIVISION

L DPts.
Colonisay |, 0 2 116
Crawfords . 1 1 106
Rafters ...... B 3 3 389
Gudwa ... 7 61 7
Crawfords ‘B’ . 5 5 4 72
Crawfords ‘A’ ... 21 1 51
Police .....ccvceiveeneeee 14 3 9 2 42
Crawfords ‘'C’ ... 14 014 0 5

Sorry to start on a note of annoy-
ance, but I think it's disgusting that
the Maghull clubs should be allowed
to withdraw their Ladies’ team, with
only ‘a few matches remaining. I
know there have been internal club

- difficulties and that following 3 walk

overs a club must withdraw a team;

*but why the Ladies' team from our

" _already weakened division 7 The onl

. to substitute the Ladies' in

walk over which Maghull Ladies’
conceded was- on:  28th - September
against Rafters; ie. their 1st match
of the season. If they were short of
players why not drop one of the
Mixed teams ? But no, they erred
1e Mixed
divisions, Why ? -
Well done Suzanne .

" Brends: Williams, Barbara Kn'kman
and Rathy_ Baxendale,

PE

You wop the
championship for Colonsgy..Colensay’s

last match against Crawfords resnlted. .-
in an 8-2 win, Mabel Franczswxnmng"

the two sets for Crawfords and gain-

ing her revenge against Sue Manning'

but losing to Brenda Wiliiams,
Colonsay drew their final match
against Rafters, Suzanne won  her

' three singles while Jean Reynolds and
Eileen Mansell won two singles apiece .
- and Paunline Lawrenson and Jean.

Reynolds won the doubles for Rafters,

Crawfords ‘B’ and Rafters matches
resulted in two interesting draws,
Millie Harris (Crawfords) and Jean
Reynolds (Rafters) share the homours

with ‘three singles wins each, Con-

atulations . to ‘Mrs, L, Rumjahn
%T winning three singles against

Crawfords ‘B’ and  then three the .
. following week against Cadwa.

Congratulations to Crawfords ¢n
winning the Bartholomew Cup for the
first time. What a Final against
Rafters at Palmerston, the match was
very close with Mabel Francis win-
ning three singles for Crawfords and
Pauline Lawrenson and Jean Reynolds
winning two each for Rafters. Every-

thing hinged on the final - set, e )
doubles. Mabel Francis and Muriel: .-~

o
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Cox v. Payline Lawrenson and Jean
Reynolds, a repeat of the previous
weeks game in a lea.%ua match when
Rafters won 24/22; 21/18; with Val
Lee umpiring anything conid have
happened, but the result was Craw-
fords won 19/21; 21/18; 21/19; the
tension of the final game was almost
unbearable. Mr. A, E. Upion
presented the Cup and medals and

© two young members of Palmerston

served the tea, a most enjoyable
evening at which I was pleased to
se¢ Joyce Randall and Janet Rum-
jahn. Thanks to Jack McCaig, Don
Davies and Jan Blore for some

volunteer umpiring.” Marie Laupton

arrived breathiless at the final having
iravelled back from London to play
for Crawfords.

In London Marie and Sue Anderson
won the L_adies' Doubles in the Police

championships, The Police team in

our league have improved this season
particularly Pam Green, who with Sue
Andersen and Val Ward should form
a stronger team next year if only they
could all play in every match,

I'm pleased to announce that the
Ladies’ team of Sue Manning, Val
Lee and Jean Reynolds and FPauline
Lawrenson as non-playing captain
have wen the Micklesfield  Medals,
despite the efforts of Ken Armson,

better luck next year Ken!!

I hope that every lady - player
reading these notes who is ngt an
active member of this division will
attempt to either join a ladies’ team
or better still persuade their club to
enter a team next keason,

VAL LEE.

T



