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7%e wew ‘CHAMPIONSHIP?
NET & POSTS

The nev Vietor Burne © Chanipionship © Net s (7 mesh as
reconunended by the Tnternational Tuble Tennis Federation.
It 15 supported on springlasded Dacna Posts to Leep it alwavs
at the correct temsion. The post assembly has a unique bavonet
type slot for easv, instant assemblv wnd disnaontiing. The
tension can be relaxed when the net s ot 10 ouse. Whore the
posts fit the iable edge, they are lnezed o prevent lateral
movement, and are naid to prevent lcaning. Uhe post
assembly 15 qust as ethcient with ordinery nets as with the
superb * Charipionship " net.

Ask  vour sports dealer (o show vou the new Barna
¢ Championship’ net and posts.
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Tra Posts: I8 =pior poir {ingl P.T.)
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DUNLOP SPORTS CO. LTD., 19,20 NEVW BOND STREET, LONDON. w.!

5T



Lable Tennis

All  correspondence . Published on the third
must be addressed to ‘geot Thursday of each month

The Editor * Table from October to March.

Tennis Digest,” 9 Subscription for season
Pedium Rd. L’pool 13 - ECITORIAL BOARD : 3s 9d. post free.
Joint Editors : J. D. Pattison and J. D. Loughrey
D. M. Foulis W. Stamp A. Montgomery

N our October issuc the Fixture Secretary wrote an article which

was full of important advice, and we make no apology in referring

to it again. We strongly advise all Club Secretaries to read it

carefully once more, for we feel certain that some of them have

not yet fully realised the implications of several of the points men-
tioned.

One matter in particular needs some ventilation, we refer to
the new rule which lays down that a player shall appear in a maximum
of 26 league matches during the season. The records so far show
that an alarming number of clubs have players who are going to
complete their allotted number of matches some time before the
end of March. It will save much heart-burning and trouble if
Secretaries will take careful note of their player’s appearances and
when the occasion arises that a reserve is required, not call auto-
matically each time on the same player from the lower team.

It should be noted, however, that women players may play in
both the Ladies’ and Open Divisions without ‘ penalty * that is to say,
they can play theoretically 52 times in the season.

The other night at Balfour, we watched a most exciting and
close match, full of good table tennis between the Liverpool and
Bradford Ladies. The match had been advertised in the press, and
vet apart from the players and officials there werve less than ten others
present. This is quite typical and has been so as long as we can
remember, but without doubt if only League members knew what
they were missing in the way of extremely good entertainment these
matches would quickly have to be transferred to a much larger place
than an ordinary Club room.

May we suggest that you go to one of these matches and at
least form your own opinion as to amount of enjoyment or otherwise
which you obtain from the evening. We feel certain that if this was
done, in no time at all there would be regular attendance at these
matches of well over the hundred mark.
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LIVERPOOL'’S

PREMIER CAR AUCTION

PARKFIELD MOTOR AUCTIONS, 1 AIGBURTH ROAD, LIVERPOOL 17
(Only & mins. from City Centre)

SALE OF CARS, YANS, TRUCKS
EQUIPMENT & ACCESSORIES
takes place every Thursday at 2 p.m.

The SALE is held under cover and
refreshments are available.

for further details write or phone

PARKFIELD MOTOR AUCTIONS
AIGBURTH ROAD, LIVERPOOL 17

LARK LANE 2204/2205. LANCASHIRE’S LEADING MOTOR ORGANISATION

ESTABLISHED OVER 50 YEARS

W. H. POBJOY & SON

LIMITED

Prizes & Presentations
at Compeltitive Prices

WATCHES, FOUNTAIN PENS, GENERAL FANCY
GOODS, CUTLERY, LEATHER GOODS, WEDDING
AND ENGAGEMENT RINGS, CLOCKS SUITAELE
FOR PRESENTATIONS.

7 & 9 Walton Rd. Liverpool 4

EVERTON VALLEY PHONE NORTH 1173

SPORTS AND WHIST PRIZES A SPECIALITY




From the Secretary’s Desk.

ROWE TWINS HERE
FOR MATCH
AGAINST WALES

By W. STAMP.

WE were all disappointed that

the Merseyside Open did not
take place this season, with the
finals at the Philharmonic Hall
so that it is with pleasure we
welcome the opportunity of
staging the ENGLAND .
WALES International match on
Saturday, January 19th, 1952,
at this ideal venue.

We have had Welsh players at
the Merseyside and know their
fighting spirit, and they will be
ably led by Walter Sweetland,
who is playing extremely well
this season, with wins over Brian
Kennedy in the County match
and Haguenauer in the French
match. His only loss this season
was against Amouretti in the
same match.

The other two places will be
filled from Gerald Chugg, John
Davies or Michael Jones. Audrei
Bates and Betty Grey will make
up the team, the latter having
wins this season over Margaret
Fry and Diane Rowe.

Full Team Hope

I am hoping the English
Selection Committee will send
the full team that is going to
Bombay to play in the Swaything
and Corbillon cup matches and
the World Championships, the
final places have not been filled
as we go to press but we are
certain to have with us JOHNNY
LEACH, the present Worlds
Singles Champion, and the

ROWE twins, holders of the
Worlds Doubles title.

Johnny is an old friend whom
we have not seen for 14 months,
but is always assured of a warm
welcome, but Diane and Rosalind
Rowe are paying us their first
visit and I feel sure you will all
want to give a real Liverpool
welcome to two charming girls
who have done so much to raise
the prestige and status of the
woman’s game.

Make a Party.

Your club secretary has been
sent a poster, together with a
printed card on which he can
enter the requirments of your
club should you wish to make
up a party, and I hope that
every registered member will
avail themselves of thisopportunity
of secing high class table tennis
under ideal conditions.

Tickets and booking plans are
also at Jack Sharp Ltd., White-
chapel ; Rushworth and Dreaper
Islington, and the Philharmonic
Hall. Boxes (to hold 6 30/-;
Platform 5/-; Stalls and Upper
Stalls 3/6; Balcony 2/6 and 1/6.
Private subscribers who find it
inconvenient to get to the
agencies can obtain their tickets
by writing to me at 3 Farmdale
Close, sending P.O and stamped
addressed envelope.

BOOK EARLY AND OBTAIN
THE BEST SEATS,




Chatter in the Clubrooms

HERE has been a great
display of club badges this
season and the latest team to
proudly appear wearing their own
emblem are the Liverpool y.M.C.A,
The badge consists of the well-
known Y.M.C.A. iriangle with a
silver Liver bird superimposed, a
rather subtle and neat way to
distinguishing them from the
several other v.M,C.A. sides in the

League.

* * *

There would be some comment
at Anfield or Goodison Park if the
playesrs—and the veferee, of course
—agreed to do away with the
lines marking thc penalty avea
simply because no whitewash was
available. Yet the equivalent
happened in the Rose Bowl tie at
Balfour, when three doubles sets
were played without the dividing
line because there was no chalk.

. * * %

Clubs who can use their room
ot only one night in the week
often find they have difficulty in
fixing up their re-arranged League
matches when the cup-ties have
inteifered. Secretary Ellison of
Elm Hall Drive, has encountered
this problem recently, as two
drawn cup-ties have left him
wondering how to fit in postponed
League matches.

* * *

Several people are asking who
is the Cheshire Lines player who
set a new fashion in dress with six
inches of woollies showing below
his short sleeves, Shades of
Arthur Askey !

* 0k ¥

We can assure all members of
the League that there is no truth
in the current rumour that airmen
at the- R.AF. station in West

- to their opponents,
*  #*

Kirby have to “pass out™ at
table tennis as well as square-
bashing, It only seems that way

*

Two knotty points on rules
which have occured during League
matches this season. One, is the
ball in play when it leaves the
server’s hand or after he attempts

~ to make a strike 7 Answer :—As

soon as it leaves his hand—See
Rule 15. '

Two, is the ball still in play
when it goes above shaded lights ?
Answer :—Yes, but the ball must
bounce on the top of the table on
the right side to count for the
last striker—See Rule 13. So
hope it does when it happens to
you.

Brilliant Play in
Rose Bowl

There was only a handful of people
present at Balfour Institute for the Rose
Bowl tie with Bradford, but they were
well rewarded for their visit with some
brilliant play.

True our win could have been greater
than 5—4, gained by Eileen Mansell and
Bluey May winning the final doubles,
but the Yorkshire players, particularly
young Joan Bycroft, deserved every
point they won.

Highlights of the tie were the singles
clash between Eileen and Joan, which
Fileen won after losing the first gamé,
and, curiously enough, the doubles in
which was seen some fine understanding
by each pair. Details :—

Singles :—E. Mansell beat A, Taylor
21—-16, 21—6 ; beat J, Bycroft 20—22,
21—19, 21—10. L. May lost to B.
Clough 22-20, 13--21, 1621 ; lost to
J. Bycroft 18—2I, 18—21. K. May
beat A, Taylor 14—21, 21—10, 21—10 ;
beat B. Clough 21—14, 20—22, 21—18.

Doubles .—E. Mansell and L. May
lost to J. Bycroft and A. Taylor 21—18,
14—21, 1821 ; L. and K. May lost to
J. Bycroft and B. Clough 19—21, 21—18
13—21 ; E.-Mansell and K. May beat
B. Clough and A. Taylor 21—18 21—16



The Disest \Vants your Help

THE Table Tenms Digest is

facing a critical period to
overcome which we are seeking
the co-operation of all members
of the League.

The Editorial Board feel -that
in its negw form the Digest has
reached a-standard worthy of a
League like ours and their aim
is to maintain, or even exceed
that standard.

Despite the fact that members’
subscriptions were ‘increased and
that our income from advertising
has risen by about 50 per cent,
we are facing a heavy loss.

We on the Editorial Board will
do all we can to.cut that Ioss but
we want the help of all members
to increase our income

'I‘he nun:iber of prwate subscn-
bers has dropped to nearly half
and we feél that scores . of -you
must know former members of the
League who are still interested. in
table tennis and in the fortunés of
their former team-mates o

These are the people we ‘want

you  to. contact. Show ‘them a
Digest, get them to sign‘up as
regular ' subscribers by handing
over 3/9 which you ean forward
to Mr. W, Stamp, the League
Secretary, with their names and
addresses.  This'3/9 includes the
back issues for the current season.

“That is not a hard job but the
result can make all the difference
to your magazine. Do your best
and help to keep the Digest up to.
standard and at the same time-
help yourselves. .

Your -Ee'aciiing

Suburban Store .

[REEMANS

THE LITY STORE i Wﬂf/[ﬁf REF ROAG

CLEMENT FREEMAN & SON LTD.

WAYERTREE ROAD, LIVERPOOL 7
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First Division

By J. C. Coveney

ACACIA BREAK THEIR “DUCK”

WITH only two months of the scason’s
matches concluded the league
table seems to be forming itself into
two sections with Balfour unbeaten so
far, still going great guns at the head of
affairs but with Homecroft's young
hopefuls. hanging on grimly.

Perhaps the surprise of the season has
been Balfour “A,” now lying a handy
third after hovering near the foot of the
table for most of last scason until
junping to safety by a late winning run.

W. Harris, Ken Gaulton, A. Miller
and company may not be spectacular
but they have.shared in some solid,
_steady wins lately. What price the
second string giving the Balfour “ old
firm ™ a shock 7 At least it will keep
the reigning champions on their toes.

First Defeat

Rafters “A’™ are not far behind,
though Ted Rumjahn’s first defeat,
accomplished at 18 in the third by Roy

KRR REERLRRRRRER
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Merry
Chrigtmas
AND
Happy
Pew Pear

TO ALL
CLUBS AND
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Jones, cost the Liverpool team a point
in their match at Wallasey.

They received a further blow to any
hopes of championship they may have
entertained when they lost to Balfour
“A,” their second defeat in successive
weeks.,

In the lower half of the table it looks
like African Oil Mills and Anfield
leading the way and perhaps “ shaking *
a few top half teamns before long.
“Just wait 6ll Bill (Pierce) comes
back ** is the current cry at the Oil Mills.
though they are doing quite well as it is
with CHiff Bell at No. 3 pounding them
down for well-earned victories lately,

Incidentally, I heard that Bill Pierce
will arrive home next month and will be
demobilised in February. At the begin-
ning of the month he flew with his
squadron to North Africa to play in a
rugby match. I only hope that his
apparent keenness for the handling code
does not mean a loss of interest in table
tennis.

Birkenhead Y.M.C.A., in spite of the
added strength of G. Newey, remain
still with a solitary point, and Acacia
just seemed as if they could not get on
the points board at all, although W.
Rowan has won eight out of twelve sets,
until they met Y.M.C.A. They broke
their duck and lifted themselves from
bottom position.

Few but a very select number of the
* old guard ** are available every match
and even then often have “ off ** days
when big hits become hopeful pokes,
but somehow we dislike to forgo our
usual sets with our friendly ** enemies ™
from other clubs, whatever the cause.

Our older players hoped for the rise
of several young stars this season, but so
far in vain, mainly, it seems, though
Homecroft’s G. Hall and W. Stredder
have improved tremendously as many,
including Albert Montgomery and Abe
Linforth of Rafters “A,” know already.
Though not an original active supporter
of the new order of match play, I must
confess that it seems to have given a
spur to the middle of the team players
and raised the status of captaincy from
being a necessary evil to an art in itself.
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Second Division

By V. Chesham

BilHl Jones Keeps It Up

'HE season’s League matches are -

nearly halfway through as I write
these notes, and the position at both
ends of the table will add bite and zest
to the second half. Only ICL.,
Anfield “A” and Qakhill “A” appear
safely placed in the middle of the table
and they are just the teams to upset the
promotion hopes of others.

Balfour *“ B * are sailing calmly along,
having dropped only one point to date.
Their future berth in Division I seems
reasonably assured, but a few of us still
fondle hopes that we may unsettle them
before they reach that august position.

So close is the race, however, that I'm
not sticking my neck out by daring to
prophesy who will be the leading teams,

especially as winter’s ills no doubt will

wreck their usual casualities. It seems
probable, therefore, that those teams
with strong reserve strength and nursed
by Dame Fortune will fill the top two
places,

At the wrong end of the table are
St. Michael’s, Wallasey Y.M.C.A. Jnrs.
and Birkenhead Y.M.C.A. “A,” who
have all lost some regular last season
players and have not yet managed to
fill their ranks.

Impressive Record

The best individual record to date .

belongs to W. Jones (Balfour “B ™),
who has played in every match and has
still to taste defeat. T understand that
in view of his excellent form he has been
moved up to No. 4 for the leaders.
Congratulations Bili,

His 100 per cent record looks even
more impressive when one consnders
that, at the time of writing, only three
others, Gordon Exell, Bob Renshall and

.myself, have records of 75 per cent or

over. Some others, including Vaughan
Hoylake (Y'M.C.A), A. D. Smith
(Livex), Sayer and Gili (Balfour “ B "),
(Harris and Brownlee (Bootle Y.M.C.A)
and Young (Bohemians) are not far
behind and a double victory in their
next outing would pull them up to
about the 75 per cent mark.

On December 3rd, Oakhill “A)”
playing at home, beat Birkenhead
Y.M.CA., “A” by 10 sets to nil but
although thoroughly deserving their
victory, it is only fair to point out that
seven of the matches went to three
games, and that four of these were
won with a score of 21—17 or closer in
the final game.’

J. Grant-(Oakhill No. 2), by virtue of
a strong forehand attack, won both his

 sets convincingly in stralght games,

but R, Hudson on this evening seemed
to me to be a little too eager to wade i in
and eventually had to fight hard to win
*his two sets against-Clewett and Crowder

Birkenhead’s tail, Edwards and Cart-
wright, played quite well but were not
strong enough for their more experienced
opponents, and so the Birkenhead tcam
travelled home empty-handed, but not
disheartened. Jim Clewett told me I
could quote him as saying, * we'll
be finishing up at the top of the table.”

And so say all of us!

The Sporis Specialist
TABLE TENNIS EQUIPMENT A SPECIALITY

Championship Tables, Bals,

Balls, Nets, Shoes and Clothing,

All makes of named Bats and Tables supplied.

JACK SHARP

Telephone:

VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS

36-38 Whitechapel

LIMITED :
ROYAL 4793/4

: LIVERPOOL 1
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Third Division

By E. Cameron

RAILWAYMEN CANNOT RELAX

SURELY this season’s Third Division

is providing the finest and most
cven pairings of all times, with no
fewer than sevenr clubs struggling for
supremacy. After seven league games
only one point separated the second
and the seventh-team, but by now it
is ﬁll change once again as fresh results
roll in.

Cheshire Lines are still leading, but,
although still unbeaten, gone is their
100 per cent record. They will not
relinquish their position without a fight
but they dare not slip even once,

It is said that home conditions suit
the Raxlwaymen They have played a
higher proportion of home matches,
but at least they have taken full advan-
tage of this and fully deserve their
points in hand.

Closest challengers are Kingsway and
Wavertree Community. You will not
be surprised about Kingsway. Person-
ally I rather fancy they will be in at the

D. M. SINGER

SPORTS OUTFITTER

FOR ALL TABLE
TENNIS EQUIPMENT

FISHING RODS
AND TACKLE

TENNIS, CRICKET
HOCKEY, FOOTBALL
BADMINTON

Al Kinds of
INDOOR GAMES
ICE SKATES & BOOTS

RESTRINGING
& REPAIRS
guUrcerck
SERVICE

D. M. SINGER
12 Exchange St. East, LIVERPOOL 2

Tel. CENtra) 1887, 3 mins. from Exchange Stn.

kill for they strike me as the most
fosceful and balanced team of all.

Wavertree, I understand, have made a
recent strengthening signing but we wilk
reserve judgment on them until we see
them in action. Obviously they are a
force with which to be reckoned.

Do not think, however, that the
seven top clubs are to decide among
themselves the distribution of honours.
Such clubs as Balfour and the Police
are quite capable of having a say, and
have indeed heiped themselves to an
odd point or so at the expense of the
seven. Indeed it is more than likely
that these points will in fact decide the
final issue. .

Loss of a key-man for but one game
may also influence the final placings,
and there will be many fingers kept
crossed if we run into another “flu
epidemic.”

Visiting Burlington we find another
teamn whose motto is ““ No place like
home.” Our only north-end club,
they have dropped only one point on
their own table and are among those
battling seven.

Last season’s North Region champ-
ions they have strengthened themselves
with the addition of J. Lovelady, from
Waterloo Patk, and W. Kinrade, from
Bath Street. The former, serving in the
R.AF., is enjoying plenty of table
tennis "and manages to see that the
services do mnot interfere with his
Liverpool League arrangements. Kinrade
is a master of facial contortions when
plaiymg and has added strength to the
tai

Regal sentinels

Combine these two with M. J, Morri-
son, left-handed No. 1, with the finest
counter attack in the division, and the
steady R. Musker and R. Bird and we
have a very useful combination.

Their H.Q. are not quite what is
expected after first sight of Burlington
House, with its regal sentinels staring
stonily at all comers. The table tennis
den, hidden away upstairs, will not suit
those lovers of the wide open spaces,
but with its sliding door and its bright
curtains it is very cosy and homely.
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Fourth Division

By K. Baldock

Y.M.C.A. Win Opens Table

SO Thorndale have been beaten, and

although only by six sets to four it
has made the division more interesting.
Now their conquerors, Liverpool
Y.M.C.A., Waterloo Dock and Osterley
join them in forming a group at the
head of the table, while Port Sunlight
and Rafters “B” form the second
group, and the others jostle for places
in the lower half of the table.

In my first article, I spoke of the
Y.M.C.A. having been coached during
the close season, and now it is bearing
fruit. In their match with Thorndale,
they were the better team. Not only
are they playing good table tennis, and
fully deserved their victory, but they
play as a team and dress as a team, a
fact which, I feel, makes all the differ-
ence for in an unconscious way, it seems
to inspire confidence.

Now that a standard of dress is
required by the rules of the League, it is
good to come across a team as the Y. M.,
50 other teams take note.

Tough Cup-tie

In the Readman Cup, the Y.M.C.A.
have reached the fourth round by
beating Rafters *B"™ in  the third
round, after a replay, but the luck of the
draw is not with them, as they will have
to do extremely well to beat Balfour “*A"
at the Institute.

In the Rafters tie, it seemed strange
that the draw should have been at
Mount Pleasant, and an 8—2 victory
away from home. Rafters, like their

AFTER THE GAME . . .

senior teams, are fighters all the way,
and are composed 6f a mixture of
experience and youth, which makes a
good combination in any game.

The other Fourth Division side to
reach the fourth round of the Cup, is
Thorndale, who beat Technical Students
8 sets to 2, at the first time of asking in
the last round, but here again, they will
need to puli something out of the bag to
vanquish Homecroft, who they meet in
round 4, although they will have home
advantage.

Looking through score cards can
become an interesting pastime, not only
from a statistical point of view, but as a
source of comparison. It is found that,
on the average, three or four sets are
decided by a third game whatever the
final score of a match.

Not 30 easy

However, I noticed that early in the
season when Osterley beat Rafters * B **
by 6 sets to 4—presumably a close
match—only two sets were decided by a
third game. On the other 1
Waterloo Dock appear to have soundly
beaten Wallasey Juniors “A™ by 9 sets
to 1 a couple of weeks ago, but in this
match, every set, apart from the Dock's
No. 1, was decided by a third game.

Taking these eight sets apart, it is
found that the average score of a game
was between 21—I18 and 21—I19 to
either side’s players, so it is obvious the
final score does not reflect a true picture
of the match.

MOORFOUSE’S

All Enquiries to—

LEMONADE

MOORHOUSE BROS,, 4 BACK GILFORD ST.

ANField 248.

LIVERPOOL, ¢
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Fifth Division (Liverpool)

By J. A. Lambert

ADVICE TO HAROLD HOUSE

“TO win or not to win that is the
‘question.” Before us we have a

team 'whose ‘over-keenness for™ detail,

in my opinion, effects the quality of
their play.

Harold House are an excellent young
team who have rejoined the league after
a year’s absence and who may well have
been walking away with East Region 2.
To a couple of their players, however,
I say let the game be the thing and do
not let the technical points take prefer-
ence over the game itself ; enjoy your
match and let the rules be a basis for
your enjoyment and not a barrier to be
continuously crashing against.

In Ivor Chazen you have an excellent
No. 1 and captain on whom to model
your match discipline.

Although young in age (old man
Chazen js 19), the team is not so young
in experience. Two years ago they were
represented in East Region 2 and last
year won the L.B.A. championship.

Pay Dividends

Elackman’s nice style will pay divi-
dends soon, even if he ig not hitting the
jackpot at the moment. Vronofsky
and Cohen are useful players to have
around, but I think the latter would do
well to forget his pen-holder grip at the
end of the season.

Jack Silver completes the liné up and
Nora Markham is one of our few lady
players.

Aigburth Methodists, who at the
moment carry our wooden-spoon, are
a team who could perhaps do with a
little more of the will to win. Alan
Topping leads the way and sets a splen-
did example, but T feel sure the Wilkin-
son brothers could win more games
with a little extra concentration, particu-
larly Stan, who certainly has the strokes.

Norman, incidentally, is stationed
with the R.A.F., at West Kirby, where
they seem to draw table tennis players
like a magnet.

Jim Cashin and Barbara Royden
complete the team. I think charming
Ilflell'ba.ra will find it tough going even at

o. 5.

Progress in the Readman Cup has

ceased for our division, the most .

meritorious exit being_ Cadwa’s, who
only lost 6—4 at Burlington and

|
|

10

" month. After being 35—I1

inflicted on Marner Morrison, their
No. 1, his first double defeat of the
season, The Hyde Cup, still sees us
with a 50 per cent representation but the
way is hard.

The league, I am afra1d, is going the
way I had hoped it would not go, with
Linnet slowly but surely pulling away.
Good luck to you Linnet, but a tight
fight until the season’s end would have
been preferred.

I now stick my neck out and forecast
the first three at the seasom’s end—
Linnet, Cadwa and English Electric.
There are four teams who can prove
me wrong. 1 say this before the
Cadwa and English Electric game.

A suggestion has been put forward
that we play the Fifth Wirral in ladies’
and men's inter-division games home
and away. What do you think ?

To Cadwa again goes the prize of the
down at
Linacre they recovered and forced a
draw.

O SR E A AESIHOER
@ SPORTS SPECIALISTS

@ All ET.T.A. Equipment

GRIFFIN
& EVANS

(EVANS BRISTOWE LTD
Telephone :
BIRkenhead 2918

44 GRANGE ROAD WEST
BIRKENHEAD
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Fifth Division (Wirral)

By S. W. Leather

Morris Loses His Record

WITH a third of the season’s pro-
gramme over, the division is still
fairly open. R.A.F.A. are still un-
beaten, although they only managed to
beat Co-op 6—4. During the past
month Ted Morris lost his 100 per cent
record to Dunks of West Kirby.

Birkenhead Y.M.C.A. have stepped
into second place as the result of
R.AF,, now third, losing to R.A.F.A.
The YM.CA., did well to hold the
Airmen to a draw without the services
of their captain, D, Dhenim.

Hoylake Y.M. are steadily improving
their position and are now in fourth
place. What a wealth of promising
young reserves they have. A notable
example is 15 year old Jan Mackie in
whom I forsee a second Roy Jones.
Ian is worthy of a place in the League’s
coaching scheme.

Fine Win i

Thorndale “A™ have been climbing
the table and are now worthy holders of
fifth position. Their 6—4 win over
Burrowdale was a fine performance.
Derek Lind was in devastating form.
He defeated Wilf Lonsdale and H.
Sharpe each in two straight, G. C.
Dixon playing as a reserve also won
both his sets and it will be hard to hold a
place in this team with Dixon knocking
at the door.

Cosco have slightly improved their
position and are now in sixth place,
ready to step into the place of any
team that falters, but Burrowdale have
slipped from - fourth to seventh place
though Lonsdale, their skipper, will see
to it that their lapse is only temporary.
What a cheery, sociable lot these
Burrowdale folk are. No team can
fail to look forward to a match with
them.

At number eight in the division Co-op
have not recently been having things all
their own way, but if I know Norman
Cheshire and company they will soon
be striving to regain lost ground.

On the other hand Claremont
have further improved their position
by a 6—4 win over St. Peter's. They
are now ninth and I feel are at the

start of a growing challenge to teams
higher up.

St. Peter’s may be about to turn the
corner. In the last three matches they
have gained sixteen sets and three
points against only eight sets in the
previous five matches. In their match
against Claremont, they were five sets
down at the interval but fought back to
win faur out of the remaining sets.

Improvement has also been shown by
Thingwall whose No.2 Bill Blundell,
is a steady player with a good match
record. Skipper Ken Peters is pleased
with the progress made by Jean Barton
since she has paid more attention to
defence. Jean has lost only one set in
the past three matches.

St. Joseph’s should not take their
lowly position too much to heart.
They are still without a point and are no
doubt ‘suffering from first season
nerves. Their players are little less
skilful than more successful teams and
what they lack will come with match
play experience.

for Table Temnis

BUKTA T.T. SHIRTS
IN ALL SHADES

Shoes, Singlets and Clothing

BATS

Including BARNA, JOHNNY LEACH

JACK CARRINGTOM, HELEN ELLIOT

PEGGY FRAMNKS, HAYDON and many
OTHERS

All Makes of BALLS
incdading
BARNA, HALEX, VILLA, |METEOR
BAT COVERS

Table Nets and Equipment

PHONE ROYAL 85%

F. CUTTS & SONS

COMPLETE SPORTS OUTFITTEERS

2 COLQUITT S8T., LIVERPOOL 1




First Division
P. W.L. D.F. A,
Balfour . a...... 10. 90 1.83 i7-
Homiecroft ... 108 1 16931~
Balfour “A>” 10 7 1 26040
Rafters “A" 10 5 2 36436
Oakhill ......... 10 5 3 25149
Rafters ......... 10 4 3 3°59 41
African Oil .., 10 4 6 0 44 56
Anfield "......... 10 3 5 2 43 57
15th Cl'oéby 107 4 6 ‘0 3664
‘Bibby's : 0 28 03763
Acacia... ‘10:1 813367
B’head YMCA 10 ¢ 9 12179
: ’ Seconlevis'on I
Balfour “B¥.. 6 8§ 016723
Bohemians ... 10 6.2 2 6040
Homecroft “A” 10 7 3. 060 40
Hlakeymca.,- 106 3 1 358 42
Livex .coovevws 906 2 1 57 33
ICL s, 10 4 4 25545,
Bootlev.mca. . 9 4 3249 41
Anfield “A” ,..10 3 6 14357
Wallasey Jnrs 10 3 7. 040 60
QOakhill “A” ... 9 1 4 43951
S¢. Michaels ... 1 7. 23367
’headYM AN 10 1 9 0198,
‘ Third Division .
Cheshite Lines 9-7 0 2 64 2
Waveree C.C. 9 6 1 2593
Kingsway ...... 9°5 1 360 ¥
Victoria Park... 9 4 1 4 573
St. Joseph’ls(W) 9 5 2 2523
Lucem............ 9 4 2 3553
Burlington ...... 9 4 3. 2513
LPAS.......... 934 2414
Balfour we 9 2 4 3414
Oakhill “B” .. 91 8 0226
Westfield ...... 9 1 8 020 W
Dunlop ......... 9 0 38 _1 18 7
Fourth Division
Thomndale ... 9 8 1 07317
L'poolvyMCa. 9.8 1 068 22
WaterlooDock 9 7 1 1 54 36
Osterley ... 9 6 2 151739
Port S'lighto.. 9 5 3 15535
Rafters “B” ... 9 5 3 1-49 41
Bohemians “A” 9. 3 5 140 50
Domestic Miss, 9 3 6 0 39 51
Aigburth......... 3 6 03654
Wotree C.C. “A* ¢ 2 -7.-0 29 6t
Holly Mount 9 1 7 13456
Wisey Jnrs. “A” 9 0 9 01278

NSO OOONRLE -
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LEAGUE °

up to Week Ending

Fifth Division (Liverpool)
P. W.L D.F. AP

Linnet .9 .9 00622818
Cadwa ......... 8 512522812
English Electric 8 5 1 2 5228 12
Anfield “B” ... 9 4 2 3513911
Linacre ......... 9-3 2 4474310
Harold House 9 4 4 1,47 43 9
Yictoria P. “A” 8 3 2 34337. 9
ElmHall Drive 7 4 '3 63733 8
L'pool ¥M. “A” g 276 1-3555 5
Bootle ym. “A” 9 1. & 23159 4
Taxes' ......... 8 0 5 33248 3
Aigburth Meths, ¢ 0 8 12169 1
. Fifth Division (Wirral) °

- R.AFA, (Bhd). ¢ 9.-0 0 66 24 18
RAF. (W.X'by 9 6 1- 26327 14
Bhead vm.IJnrs, 9 6 | 258 32 14
H’lake .M. “A™ 9 5 2 248 42 12

C COSCD e 9 5 4051310
Burrowdale ... .9 5 4 .046 4 10
Thorndale “A” 9 4 4 14545 9
BheadCoop. - 9 3 4 24347 38
Claremount ... 9 3 5 14248 7
‘Thingwall ...... 9 1 7 1315 3
St. Peters ...... 9 1 7 12664 3
St. Pph's(W“A” 9 0 9 021 6% O

NORTH REGIONAL
. Eithertand ... 9 8 L 07119 16
Bath Street ... 9 7 1 162 28 15
" EnglishElec “A”8 7 0 16020 15
Burlington “A” ¢ 7 2 -0 57 33 14
‘Lofters ......... 9 5 3 135 4011
Wloo Dock “A” 9 5 4 048 42 10
Brenka ......... 8 4 3 14832 9
Littlewoods ... 9 2 6 13753 5
WaterlooPartk 9 2 7 03654 4
Wiarbreck Moor 9 "1 7 12070 3
ClicMet.Club 9 1 7 11971 3
Lofters “A” ... 9 0 8 12268 1
’ _
STOP ‘4§ PR

Tickets for the ENGLAND v. WALES matcl wil
January onwards. -

This will be the iast match our team wil y
we thierefore have the opportunity of givinggfhen
gain further laurels for English table tenni:

At a recent mecting of the Managemew' Co
for infringements of the  rules .—St. Josephs
Centre, Rule 21 ; Woodchurch, Rule 20.

The Cheshire Open will not take place on t
suitable venue has not been obtained. Furthe
available.

Will Secretaries and Captains please post their s¢

- These tables may not be reproduced, withowt thy



E TABLES

Snding 15th December

WOMENS'—Division 1.

P.W.1.D. F. A P,

Rafters ......... 10 9 0 1683219

Balfour ......... 10 8 0 2752518

Bibby’s ......... 10 7 2 1732715

Bootle CD. ... 10 7 2 1 66 34 15

Oakhill ........ 10 5 3 26040 12

Anfield ......... 10 4 6 040060 8

Littlewoods 10 4 6 04060 8

Aigburth......... 10 3 6 14060 7

Homecroft ...... % 3 6 03852 6

Cheshire Lines 9 2 7 034 56 4

Rafters “A” ... 10 1 8 12872 3

Wavertreec.c. 10 0 7 32872 3

WOMENS’—Division II.

‘ Linnet ......... 10 9 0 1891119

: Bohemians 10 9 0 1871319

! Beauclair ...... 10 6 1 3722815

! Leyfield ......... 10 6 2 2673314

) Brenka 10 6 3 1594113

) Lucem............ 9 3 3 34446 9

} Osterly ......... 10 3 5 23862 8

} English Electric 9 2 5 23159 6

7 Littlewoods “A” 2 2 6 12961 5

3 ICL ...ooeeee... 10 2 7 12674 5

3 DomesticMiss. 9 1 7 12763 3

) Port Sunlight 10 010 011 8 0

EAST REGIONAL.

3 Bohemians “B” 9 8 0 16921 17

5 RAFA (L'pooD8 7 0 1701015

S African Oil*A” 9 7 2 06525 14

} Balfour “D” ... 9 6 2 1603013

| Anfield “C” 9 5 2 25213812

) Bohemians“C” 9 4 4 13753 9

) Vagabkonds 9 2 6 1325 5

5 Leyfield ......... 8 1 4 33149 5

4 Osterly “A” ... 9 2 7 0365 4

3 Old Xaverians 9 1 6 23060 4

} RAFMments 8 1 7 01763 2

| Anfield “D" ... 6 1 5 01149 2
[OP g PRESS

amn willlay in England before leaving for India and
" givi em all a warm send-off in their efforts to
> tennis

agemens Committee the following clubs were fined
St, Josephs, Rule 22B; Wavertree Community

e 20.
place on the date published (26th January} as a
ed. Further particulars wiill be announced when

post ther score cards the same evening of the match.
- withowt the authority of the Table Tennis Digesr.
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SOUTH REGIONAL 1,
PPW.L D.FAP

Tech, Students 8 8 0 0 65 15
St. Michaels“A” 9 6 1 2 62 28
Cadwa “A” ... 9 7 2 0358232
Livex “A” ...... 9 6 2 15832
Beauclair ...... 8 5 1 25228
Linnet “A” ... 9 4 5 0 42 48
Lucem “A” ... 8 3 4 14337
VioriaPark“B” 8 3 4 1t 41 39
Aigburth “A” 9 2 5 232758
Wiree CC.“B” 9 2 6 1315
Ches. Lines “A™ 9 1 8 0 26 64
DeafInst, ...... 9 0 9 0 10 30
SOUTH REGIONAL 11
Panto  ......... 9 9 0 082 8
Lussac............ 9 9 0 07713
Tech, Stud. “A™ 9 7 1 1 64 26
RAFA(LYA 9 6 2 16129
L'poolyM “B” 9 5 4 0 57 33
Wavertrec Lab. 9 4 4 142 48
Linnet “B”...... 9 3 5 13852
VauxhallSports 9 2 5 2 31 59
Linnet “C”...... 8 1 5 22060
Ches, Lines*B” 8 1 6 12555
Leyfield“A”... 9 1 8 01773
Beauclair “A” ¢ 0 8 11674
WEST REGIONAL 1.
RFESt.Anne’s 9 9 0 077 13
CreepInn ... 9 6 2 15733
SS.Mary &Paul 9 5 1 3 56 34
Cosco“A” ... 9 5 3 15733
Wallasey Motors 9 4 2 3 47 43
Prenton Meths, 9 4 3 2 44 46
PortSunlight 9 4 4 14545
Thorndale“B” 9 2 5 2 38 52
CreepInn“A” 9 3 6 03654
Borrowdale “B” 9 2 6 131 59
Claremont “A” 9 2 7 0 28 62
Borrowdale “A” ¢ 1 8 0 24 66
WEST REGIONAL II.
PBheadBoysCl. 9 8 1 06525
Hlakeym.“B* 8 7 0 1 68 12
St. Anne’s “A” 6 1 26525
RAFA BA"9 6 3 05733
YWCA. ...... 9 4 3 24545
P, Sunlight “A” 9 4 3 244 46
Bhead Co-op‘A’9 4 4 1 46 44
Woodchurch... 9 2 5 229 6l
Thingwall“A™ 8 2 5 13545
St. John's ...... 9 1 7 128862
St Anne’s“B” 9 1 7 124 66
B'head Boys“A” 9 1 7 124 66



Park Had That
Little Extra

By J. H. C. Hughes.

THE clash between the Fifth Divis'on

jeaders, L nnet, and their Third
Division opponents in the third round
of the Readman Cup, ended in a good
win for the latter by 8-2.

Victoria Park fully deserved their
success but were a little flattered by the
score. The first game of the tie between
J. Green and S. Barrett set the paftern
of what was to follow, Green losi the
first game 9—21 but fought back from
16—20 down in the second to take it at
25—23, only to lose the final game
14—-21.

This happened on several occasions
and although sometimes the Linnet
players were guilty of silly shots after
getting within sight of victory, it was
more often that the visitors, with their
greater experience, produced that little
extra at the crucial moment.

Gap Widened

The result was that although the
match always threatened to be a close
one, the score, which was shown on
Linnet’s excellent scoreboard, continued
to show Victoria Park widening the gap.

For the winners Barrett and E.
Cameron were in good form. Barrett's
consistent forchand attack won him
many points despite the fact that he
broke all rules regarding footwork.

Linnet’s two successes were won by
L. Mason and G, McSorley, both
against D, Cameron, who did not
appear to be abile to recover from
trying to combat the negative tactics of
Mason, who seems to fill Benjamin
Franklin’s description of genius, inas-
much as his game is made up of 10 per
cent inspiration and 90 per cent per-
spiration.

Not the least commendable part of
the match was that both teams appeared
in club colours, Linnet in light blue
shirts and Victoria Park in {(ahem)
maroon,

Whoever meets Victoria Park m
round four will find they are up against
a team who fight for every point, while
the Linnets will play worse and win.
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PEN
PERSONALITIES

Mrs. Rene Sturgeon.

SOME pecple thrive on hard work

and it is obvious that Mrs. Rene
Sturgeon falls into this category. Her
work on behalf of the Aigburth Club
and the recently-formed Linnet Club
have made her one of the busiest
secretaries in the League.

Looking after one or two teams
can generally provide enough problem
for any one person, but Mrs. Sturgeon
takes five or six in her stride and
performs her duties so well that
cancellations and short sides are
things that don’t happen to her teams.

Mrs. Sturgeon could, in fact, well
lay claim to being the model secretary,
for she is always willing and anxious
to help both her club and the League
in any way she is able.

But even her table tennis secretarial
work does not absorb all her energies
for she finds time to help her husband
in running a football team.

Mrs. Sturgeon is a table tennis
player to be respected, more than
useful at lawn tennis and formerly
kept goal with distinction for Aigburth
hockey club.

Mr. J. E. Neill.

There is no more cuispoken critic on
the Management Committee than Mr.
Jack Neill, our North Region
secretary, and his views are such that
they command respect.

Mr. Neill first joined the Committee
in 1935-36 and but for the fact that
the war called his services elsewhere
and so broke his continuity he would
be one of the oldest members.

During the 1914-18 war he served
with the Argyll and Sutherland
Highlanders and in 1939 rejoined his
old regiment only to be called back
to civilian duties at the request of the
railway authorities.

He joined the T.A. Supplementary
Reserve and was seconded to the 15th
Cadet Corps (Mersey Garrison) in
1944, to which he 1s still attached
with the rank of captain.

Two years ago he again took up his
old task as North Region secretary
and has thrown his energies into
raising its prestige, his ultimate aim
being to restore it to its pre-war strength,

o
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G. H. LEE & Co.

Sports Department
for All

TABLE TENNIS EQUIPMENT

BATS BY BARNA, BERGMAN POSTS, NETS, BAT COVERS
BEREGI, CASOFSKY, FRANKS SCORE PADS. VILLA, BARNA

. HALEX AND METEOR BALLS
CARRINGTON, HAYDON  yyBMATCH& TOURNAMENT
LEACH, ROWE, ETC. TABLES AND TOPS IN STOCK

RO Yal 7070

G. H. LEE & Co.
Basnett St. LIVERPOOL |

SEE THE STARS BY YOUR
OWN FIRESIDE THIS YEAR

Try TELEVISION

— BY —

STUART & DORFMAN(Eleutriual)Ltd.

168-170 West Derby Road
LIVERPOOL 6 7.l ANField 2101

ONE HUNDRED SETS TO CHOOSE FROM

CASH OR EASY PAYMENTS

FREE TRIAL 1IN YOUR HOME WITHOUT OBLIGATION
TO PURCHASE
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Women’s Divisions

By Margaret Lindner

Needle Mateh Ended in Praw

great deal is being written in the

national magazine about dress for

table tennis which should do the game

a great service. I think that carelesness

in this direction has been partly res-

ponsible for the game being considered
the Cinderella of sport.

No doubt you will have often heard
the remark, ‘ oh, anything is good
enough for table tennis,” too often by
players who would be the first to
shriek at such an attitude towards
lawn tennis or badminton.

I am against regimentation, but I do
think that ¢lub colours and, as far as
possible, uniformity of dress by a team,
adds not only to their appearance but
to their play.

Individualists

The failure of many teams in league
matches and championships in my
opinion, is that players play as individ-
uals and not as team members. There
are too many who selfishly wish to
arrive just in time to play their own
sets, dash off, are not a bit interested in
encouraging their fellow members, and
at the same time plan their own tactics.
What is your opinion ?

I cannot hope to recapture the
“Cup Final” excitement and tense
moments of the needle match between
the Second Division leaders, Bohemians
and Linnet, when the “ House full *
notice could have been displayed. It
says much for both teams that they
have such staunch supporters, who must
have sighed with relief at the drawn
result. )

1 think Linnet, who were the
slightly better balanced side, rather
failed to take advantage of this fact
and were behind almost all through
the match, Audrey Richards level-
led for them at haif-time, and it was
left to Joyce Tippetts to win the
vital game at the end against Mrs.

G. Barton, and she didn’t disappoint.

Joyce and Pat Alcock played confi-
dently to win their four sets, but not
before Pat had a very narrow escape
in the second set against Moya Pattison
in a match that never had a dull moment.

Qutstanding for Bohemians was Pat
Sprainger whose game was well mixed
and always full of surprises. She
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accounted for Audrey Richards—steady
defence coming to her rescue when she
was down 10—1 in the third—and
Doreen Alcock after three hard-fought
games. Doreen also fell to the stone-
wall defence of May Alcock, as did
Elsie Palmer, who, although losing the

first game easily, put up a game fight in
' hird.

the second and t

One of the highlights of the match
was the set between Moya and Elsie,
which was always exciting before Moya
won 21—17 in the third.

Always Interesting

One of the best games of counter-
hitting I have seen was between Eileen
Royal and D. Greensmith, which
Eileen won, when Anfield visited
Aigburth. Although the home team
won 7-—3 the match was never without
interest. M. Hadden scored two con-
vincing victories, as also did N, Wass.
M. Cross played well for Anfield and
was a little unlucky not to record a win.

Aigburth scores :~-M. Hadden 2,
E. Royal 1, N, Wass 2, W. Ramsey 1,
G. Donnelly 1.  Anfield :—N. Lamb 1
D. Greensmith 1, E. Gray 1.

Ita Howley has transferred from
Balfour to play “ leading lady ** for
Anfield, and will no doubt ably assist
them to establish their right to stay
in the first division.

Daisy Mezey, who has been
promoted to third position for Beau-
clair, was absent when Lucem visited
her club, and took a valuable point
home with them. J. Preston, who is
unfortunate not to have more wins to
her credit as she has only been very
narrowly beaten on many occasions,
played well to beat both Stein Farrell
and Andrec Williams. A. Wright also
won both her games against M. Tibbells
and D. Bryant, and S. Bradiey got the
fifth for Lucem.

Pat Hughes (Brenka) has collected
several scalps in her first season, and
is a great asset t0 her club which is
maintaining a good position.

It is amazing the number of points
that are given away through careless
serving, which this season seems to be
more prevalent than ever, together with
wild back-hand shots !

e
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West Region

Cosco Stage

Recovery

By N. H. Holland.
TN the past the division has usually been

split into three groups separated by a

wide margin of points, but this year it is
evident that the teams are much more
evenly matched. At the beginning of
December, apart from St. Annes, who
led Creep Inn by three points, no team’
has more than two points headway,
while only seven points separate the
second and tenth positions in the table.

With victory promising a climb of
two or more places in the table, virtually
every fixture has become a needle-match,
and even St. Annes cannot afford to
relax, as their narrow win over Wallasey
Motors showed. F. Kelly dropped his
first game of the season in this match
to C. Meade 19—21, but recovered well
to win the set 21—11, 21—14,

Saints Surprised

Burrowdale *“B™ sprang a big
surprise when, following their win over
Thorndale ** B,” they travelled to St.
Mary and St. Paul and came away with
a point. The Saints, challengers for
the league leadership, may find this
lapse costly at the end of the season,

Led by J. E. Baird, with the able
backing of W. E. Savage, Miss E. A.
Kean, W. D. V. Jones and Mrs. M.
Lindley, Burrowdale “ B> are now a
force to be reckoned with.

Opening the season with three defeats
in a row might deter some teams, but
not Cosco ““A™ 1 Hitting back with a
vengeance, in their fourth match they
triumphed 10—0 and followed this with
two more wins and a draw, to notch
seven points in four successive games.

They are now right back in the hunt
and ready to pounce should any of the
leading teams show signs of slipping.
Drawn from S. Gallacher, H. Holds-
worth, T. Brennan, D. Crowther, A. F.
Morris and Miss P. J. Abbott, their
team is solid rather than spectacular,
with the Nos. 3, 4 and 5 quife capable of
building a match-winning foundation.

After seven matches C. Dixon, No. 1
for Thorndale *“ B,” with 12 sets out of
14, leads the division. His for and
against record is 26—6 in games and
653—493 in points. His closest rival is
R. Oldfield, Wallasey Motors’ No. 5,
who, curiously enough, has an almost
identical record, his figures being 12
sets out of 14, 26—6 in games but
642—502 in points.
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Can We Beat
the Seniors?

By H. P. Harkness.

A change of procedure in the Mickles-

field Medals aliows the regional second
divisions to enter a team independently,
provided that they can first meet and
beat their own senior division.

The task in our case looks formidable,
for the West Region has dominated this
competition for the past five years.
However, the formation of the Fifth
Division this season has robbed the
West of most of its best teams, and with
our players improving rapidly, partico-
larly the younger ones, we should be able
Eo give the * Upper twelve’ a good

Indeed if the time between now and
the date of the match (sometime in
January) is used for intensive practice,
we may do more than that.

Team selection will be based on the
value of play system outlined last
month ; the favourites so far, being :—
1, A, Tottey (Hoylake) 149 points ;
2, W. Bevan (R.A.F.A) 147 3, 1,
Mackie (Hoylake) 138 ; 4, D. Murray
(St. Annes) 131 ; 5, A, Gorman (Birken-
head B.C.) 119,

Knocking at Door

There are several players close
behind, including Alcock (Hoylake)
and Redmond and V. Jones (St. Annes).
The last named seemns up to that high
standard we have come to expect of St.
Annes players and he has already
beaten Tottey and Gorman,

The clashes between the three league
leaders proved just as exciting as was
anticipated. St. Annes lost 64 at
Birkenhead Boys’ Club after a tense
struggle, and then went on to take a
point off Hoylake in an equally thrilling
encounter,

The result was in doybt up to the last
game in which Ian Mackie beat Fitz-
gerald to preserve his own and his
team’s unbeaten record. Hoylake must
now beat the Boys’ Club to maintain
their position at the top of the table,

Miss Pinguey, of Thingwall “A”
deserves special mention this menth.
Undaunted by eleven successive defeats
she persevered and her ° maiden”
victory against St. John’s was doubly
satisfactory as it helped her side to win
6—4, Such determination is sure to
bring further successes.
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'ROYAL
ROCK HOTEL

Pleasantly situated facing
the River Mersey

FIVE MINUTES FROM ROCK FERRY
STATION

HOT AND COLD WATER
AND  ELECTRIC FIRES
IN BEDUROOMS

LOCK-UP GARAGES FULLY LICENSED

Telephone: ROCK FERRY 125
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South Region

By Don Brown

Beauclair’s Climb Up Table

S 1 commence this month’s
notes, I would like to point
out that all South Region
fixtures for the week beginning
February 4th 1952, will be
brought forward to the week
beginning January Ist. They
are re-arranged to allow the
South Region tournament to be
played in February as usual
The second month’s matches
have resulted in a general change
over of positions in our first
division. Beauclair have now
advanced three places and must
be seriously considered as
challengers for promotion.

In South 2. Panto and Lussac
appear to be too strong for the
remainder and the two matches
between them should be very
keen and decide the issue for
top place. '

Team Building

I shall shortly be out looking
for players to form the South
Region team. Players in both
divisjons will be considered and
this year we hope to raise a team
strong enough to win the inter-
region competition.

Deaf Institute are still seeking
their first victory of the season,
but as always it is a pleasure to
play them. It is not generally
known that the Institute were
one of the original clubs to form
the league on its foundation in
1926. R. Jones their No. 1
has beaten several good players
this season and will win more,
but the keynote of the team is
good sportsmanship.

Cheshire Lines have two teams
in the Region, and neither of
them are doing very well as
regards results, but both teams
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are giving plenty of opposition.
It is remarkable that while their
first team top the Third Division
their second and third teams are
struggling in the Scuth Region,
however we hope that such will
not always be the case, and that
Bobbie Porter and his boys will
shake up some of the leaders
before the season ends.

RAFA. “A” are steadily
climbing the table and may be
promoted shoukl the leaders
falter. 1 like their idea of
encouraging their lady players
by including one of them in the
team each match. With the
experience gained we may see
a ladies’ team from R.A.F.A.
entered in the League next
season.

It is hard to pick out individuals
from this team and I feel that in
whatever order the team was
arranged it would neither .be
weaker or stronger, so close are
they in ability.

An Asset.

It would not be the South
Region if we did not have a
team from the v.M.C.A. and as
always the one we have this
year must be counted as an
asset. The team as a whole is
stronger than its position in
the division leads one to believe
and when it is realised that
there are very few reserves behind
them, it speaks well for the
Y.M.C.A. “B” that they are lying
handy to the leaders.

We are still represented in
the Hyde Cup, but Lucem “A”
have one of the hardest matches
in the next round, when they
meet Linnet the Fifth Division
team, at Radiant House.




East Region

By D. Power

SET-BACK TO BALFOUR HOPES

H a third of the season gone the

championship fight, as you can
see from the league tables, gets keener
every week.

The two main contestants, R.A.F.
Association and Bohemians “ B,” have
each only dropped one point. This was
when they met at Bohemians, which,
as a form expert would say, points to a
win for R.AF.A. at home, when next
they meet.

Balfour “ D ” have suffered a setback
to their championship hopes by losing
their last two matches, They were
beaten 7—3 at home by Bohemians
“B”” and 10—0 away by R.AF.A,

Cup Success
In the Hyde Cup African Oil “A” are
in the third round by virtue of their
victory over Bohemians ** C,” and meet
Beauclair, who defeated R.A.F. Move-
ments in the second round.

I appealed to club secretaries to help
me by sending me results of all cup
games—so far I have not reccived any
results and so other cup games are not
mentioned in this article. Please realise
that it is not my fauit.

-Now for statistics. At the time of
going to press A. V. Wilkinson and
T. Partington are still the only players,
from the Nos. 1 and 2, who have
preserved their 100 per cent records.
The set between this pair on Tuesday,
January 8th, should be well worth seeing.
The honour of runner-up goes to N.
Raggett, of Anfield “ C,”” who has won
10 sets and lost two, while K, Boden, of
R.A.F.A,, and P, Kelly, of Old Xaver-
ians, lie joint third, both having won 11
sets and lost three.

Of the lesser lights, that is the Nos.
3, 4 and 5, pride of place is held by
J. Robinson, No. 4 and skipper of
R.A F.A., who has set a high standard
and is undefeated in all his 14 sets.
T. Gee, No, 5 of Bohemians “ B,” who
has not played in the iast few matches.
holds second place with seven wins out
of eight.

Three players all with 85 per cent
success tie for third place. They are J.
Redmond and T. Quiggin, R.AF.A’s
Nos. 5 and 4 respectively, and V.
Jenkinson, Bohemians “ B.s™” 4 or 5.
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Then comes R. Davies, of African Oil,
who by the way has been recently
promoted to No. 2, with 83 per cent.

Lost Record

As a matter of interest, if was in the
match between Bohemians “B ™ and
R.A.F.A. that Ridmond lost his 100 per
cent record, losing to R. Kay in the
third game.

In the match between Old Xaverians
and Vagabonds, which the latter won
6—4, two of Vagabonds winning sets
went to three games. The set between
J. Shenpnan {Old Xaverians) and R.
Kennedy (Vagabonds) ended in Ken-
nedy’s favour 22—20 in the third game,
s0 giving his team two points.

Balfour’s home game with Bohemians
“ B " was a crucial one in the champion-
ship struggle, but though Partington
won his usuval two sets, Robinson was
the only other one to win a set.
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North Region

By J. E. Neill

ELECTRIC DROP FIRST POINT

L ET me tie up the loose ends before
putting up the decorations and
posting our greetings.

Last month I mentioned that Bath
Street and Waterloo Park were the
surprise packets to be reviewed this
month. Well, Bath Street have lost
three points and Waterloo Park have
won four. Such a possibility was
visualised.

Two of the points lost by Bath Street
were dropped when they visited my own
club, and while 1 don’t want to seem to
be blowing our own trumpet I feet we
fully deserved our victory, The team
as a whole gave probably their best
display of the season and, I think, were
something of a surprise for the Waterloo
players.

Consolation

They had some consolation, however,
when they came away from English
Electric with a point in their pocket, the
first that the Kirkby men have conceded
this season. Up to then they had only
conceded 15 out of the 70 sets they had
played. Congratulations, Bath Street,
it was no mean achievement.

It also meant that Electric’s lead from
Litherland has been cut to one point
for the Sefton Road club have main-
tained their winning ways since their
only defeat early in the season. What
an interesting position for the Region.

Curiously enough my club were also
concerned in Waterloo Park’s change of
fortune, but the opposite way. The
Park’s first win, and a convincing 9—1
at that, came at the expense of Warbreck
Moor, and they gained their other two
p&ints when they entertained Lofter’s

Still Unbeaten

And now up with the decorations !
Pride of place goes to young A. C.
Taylor, of Litherland, with his 100 per
cent record. Oh yes, we are going to
hear a lot about this young player.

High up on the pedestal too is the
evergreen veteran, Bob Russell, of
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‘Waterloo Dock, who has an 86 per cent
successful record. You cannot keep
these old hands down.

On top of the radio we place Catholic
Metropolitan as the division’s most
cheerful losers. It takes some courage
to keep going when there is little success
coming your way, but you need a lot
more to do so with a smile.

Other players on display as top club
scorers are .—Hurst 12, Ashton and
Moores 11 apiece, Perons and Walton
9 each, Attridge 8, Askew, Barker and
*Jen ” 7 each, Havard 6, Ariss, Doods
and Hughes 5 each.

And now away with the ledger and
the memory of a wretched table-edger.
My thanks to club secretaries and
players for their kindly co-operation,
and forgiveness from all of us to those
who have handed out foul services.

C.B.C.
Catering Services

LTD.

\
[ Wedding J
Receptions
Dances  Dinners

and Fetes

OFFIC1AL CATERERS TO THE
WEST REGION TOURNAMENT

14 Bebington Rd. B’head

Rock Ferry 4290 Upton 3437




Lancashire League

By F. J. Farrell

(ONCE again Liverpoo! suffered their
usual fate in the Wiimott Cup,
going out to Manchester by seven sets
to two. While the score suggests an
easy v1ct0ry for Manchester, there were
many interesting moments and thrills
to keep the crowd of some 170 attentive.
The high-light of the evening was
when Roy Jones literally had Casofsky
running the wrong way. Needless to
say Benny enjoyed this as much as the
crowd, but after losing the first game,
settled down to win the next two.

No mean feat

It is no mean feat to beat an inter-
national in two straight, but Alcock
appeared to have no answer to Roy's
fierce attack. Reg. Hetherington could
not quite subdue his opponent’s attacks
but his defensive play was of high order.

The match between Ted Rumjahn
and Casofsky might, for these days, be
termed classic. Both players brought
a degree of thoughtfulness into the
game which is so often lacking and many
of the younger players would have
derived a benefit from watching the use
that Casofsky made of topspin in driving

Details :—

E. J. Rumjahn lost to Baker —13,
—16; lost to Casofsky —14, —12;
beat Alcock 17, —i4, 17 ; R. Hether-
ington lost to Alcock 15, —7, —18;
lost to Baker—11, —9 ; lost to Casofsky
—I18, —12; R. Jones lost to Casofsky
11, —15, —12; beat Alcock 14, 16 ;
lost to Baker —16, —11.

Liverpool “A” have not fared too
well in their recent League fixtures,
loging to both Bolton and Manchester

The Bolton team always appear to
reserve their best performance for a
visit to Liverpool, and this occasion was
no exception. At Bootle Y.M.CA.
our team had no answer to the tight
defence and precise hitting of Alan
Shepherd, Booth and Ellison. Ted
Rumjahn beat Ellison to be our only
winner.,

Manchester, with a team of Baker,
Hoiland and Shaw, disposed of the “A*
team &—2. Roy Jones played well,
taking a game out of Baker and beating
Shaw. Rowan, playing his first senior
game, began rather slowly but found
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his form later on to beat Shaw easily in
the third game,

The “ B ™ team against Stockport at
LC.]. proved to be an exciting affair.
Eight of the matches went to three
games and no less than six matches were
decided on a two-point margin in the
third game. Set winners were Rowan,
Harris and Linforth (two each) and
Rowan and Linforth in the doubles.

The women’s team disposed of Bury
easily by 7—3. Olwen Southall made
her debut in the Liverpool team and won
one set. Other sets were won by A.
Jones (3), K. May (2) and the doubles.

Results :—Liverpool “A’ 1, Bolton
“A’ 9 ; Manchester “A” 8, Liverpool
“A’ 2 ; Liverpool “ B 7, Stockport 3 ;
Liverpool “A” 6, Macclesfield 4
Bury Ladies 3, Liverpool Ladies 7 ;
Manchester Ladies 4, Liverpool 6.

Due to the Christmas break there are
not many matches to be played during
the next month.

Jan. 1t.—Liverpool “ A ™ v Wigan,

at Westfield.
Chester v Liverpool “B ™

UVohitty's
for
TABLE
TENNIS

15 BASNETT STREET
LIVERPOOL |

ROYal 3011
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GET TO ROOT OF TROUBLE

Says T. BLUNN (Chairman of Lancashire T.T.A.)

I have read with interest the

article in the November issue
of Digest headed *° Why Veterans
are Supreme.” The comments by
well known personalities are en-
lightening but I fear all have
failed to go to the root of the
problem.

The fundamental cause retard-
ing the post-war players is bad
playing conditions. It is no use
building on poor foundations and
untit the trouble is eliminated at
the source, little improvement can
be expected. The younger play-
ers may eventually gain supremacy
over the six pre-war stalwarts but
the passage of time must take the
credit for that.

As a newcomer to Liverpool 1
was interested to compare con-
ditions with what I had experien-
ced elsewhere, and I must confess
that I was terribly disappointed.
Granted the blitz deprived the
League of many of its best rooms,
but time and again I have found
that the best use is not being made
of the facilities available.

I have now visited all the First

Division clubs and not one can

claim to have perfect conditions.
By this I mean—{@) table, (D)
lights, (¢) room and (d) atmosp-
here.

Two clubs fall short when it
comes to room but otherwise they
have done their best. But the
others could effect tremendous

what benefits could be derived.

Toc many tables are coated
with grease and dirt, causing high
reflection, heavy balls and skid-
ding. Lights are unevenly distri-
buted, too bright, and reflectors
too highly polished. This again
causes high reflection and shadow,
On the other hand lighting is
often deficient, particularly behind
the table.

Fluorescent lighting in its pre-
sent form is unsuitable and should
be banned.  One club even had a
mixture of both fluorescent and
pendant lights. Atmosphere is
important and interference from
outside sources is often a nuisance.
Playing space in many rooms is
reduced by reason of badly placed
chairs and furniture used for
purposes other than for table
tennis.

The League cannot force clubs
to take new rooms or buy a new
table, but it can see that clubs
make the best use of the resources
that they possess. [ suggest,
therefore, that a committee of
inspection be immediately set up
to visit all clubs in the League
and to rteport on the playing
conditions.

Instructions should then be
sent out to clubs wherc necessary,
telling them in which respect their
conditions could be improved and
disciplinary action taken if the
improvements were not carried
out.

improvements if they only realised
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These are your Letters

Alive and Hitting
IR :—I do not intend to include
in this letter any of the caustic
comments befitting the indigna-
tion I felt after reading the
article ** Big Hitters Were Quelled’
in last month’s Digest.

It gave an entirely wrong con-
ception of the opposition which
Balfour faced, and belittled the
efforts made by every member of
the Homecroft team in a particu-
larly offensive manner.

The point about which I am
mainly concerned is the principle
What I say for our Club holds
good for most clubs. We do not
fear defeat though we always
strive for victory ; we welcome
publicity in which, as at any other
time, we accept criticsm and look
forward to advice. We consider
the aim of all enthusiasts, their
organisers and their magazine
should at all times be to
encourage and assist the individ-
ual and the team and endeavour
to further the aims of table
tennis in every sphere.

Such articles as the above are
undoubtedly detrimental to the
achieving of these objects and
cannot therefore expect publica-
tion without strong objection
being taken.

I hope Mr. Coveney will curb
his desire to get a “coup ’ at all
costs, and think twice before
issuing articles contrary to the
good of table tennis, and inac-
curate in details.—J. RIMMER
(Homecroft).

We regret that Mr. Rimmer
takes exception to the article in
question, but cannot agree that Mr.
Coveney was either offensive or
detrimental to table tennis and we
are confident that his reading of the
match was accurate—FEditors.
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Coaching

Sir :—What an absurd inter-
pretation Mr. Green puts to my
letter, to think that I wish to pin
a medal on the lads doing his bit
to bring out the best in his fellow
club members !

Strange also that Mr. Green,
who thinks these * unofficial ™
coaches are doing well enough,
should decide to send “ juniors
to an official coach. Unfortun-
ately to have money to afford
private tuition does not ensure
success, and it is to those with the
talent but without the means, that
our interests should turn.

I wonder if the basic trouble is
bad starts. Most manuals agree
that the half volley is the first
essential, but how many of the
supposedly worthy club teachers
know how to teach it ?

To start my scheme, a long-
term policy, we need about 15
higher class players prepared to
devote an evening a week next
summer in agreeing on methods
of coaching and who would be
available the following summer
to pass on their knowledge to
players nominated by the clubs.

1 am sure accommodation could
be found and hope that services
would be given free.—E.
CAMERON (Victoria Park).

Sir :—1I have noticed with inter-
est that a considerable improve-
ment has been made in the
general appearance of this seasons
monthly issues of *° Table Tennis
Digest,” and T have no doubt that
OUT magazine NOW COMPHATES VEry
favourably with other publications
of a similar type.

In my opinion, a word of praise is
called for, and is hereby offered, to all

concerned with raising the standard of
our journal—G, SWINDELLS (Rafiers)
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iliustrating Jaques’ Champicnship Table Teanis Table as used for

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

JAQUES’ CLUB TOURNAMENT TABLES

" (nominal) withilaques' Superfast cellulose playing surface
in every way equal to our pre-war Tournament Table,
As illustrated, but tapered square legs, and two diagenal
supports instead of the turned legs and four supports.

including c%riage and purchase tax each £47
Have ydu seen the new range of
JAQUES’ T.T. BATS?

: EACH EACH

“‘Haydon,” white handled fife ““‘Autograph,” rubber edged 1/

“Tema,” with leathexhandie 19/- “Helen Elliot,” thin handle 11/6
“Ron Allcock,” striped handie i3/- “Pinkie Barnes,”” polished

handle 7/-

These are only a few of the faques’ range

Obtainable fromall good sports dealers

JOHN JAQUES & SON, LTD.
White Heather Works, Thornton Heath

Established since 1795




