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| and that is without any of our top na-

| suggested changes, the clubs voted for

4 changes here from the last Digest, Mar-

For starters, congratulations to
the teams who have won their divisional
championships, Liverpool YMCA won
the top division by a massive 30 points,

tional ranking players, Division 2 was
won by the voung teamn of Bootle J.C.
‘A’ by 3 pounts, they were in this spot at
the half way stage of the season. Divi-
sion 3 was won by Police ‘B’, 9 poinis
ahead of Manweb "B*. Division 4 was §
won by L/pool YM. ‘C°,1 point ahead of
Maghull “A°, Div. 5 won by Waveriree
‘F’. who pulled away right from the
start, but a special mention for the
Greenbank team which came 2™ and
will be moving up to the 4. Hopefully they will still have
the strong squad they have used, for next season.

A very pleasant thing happened to me a short
while ago, I was asked to meet someone for a coffee, with
the added attraction 1 thought, of “something for the
Drigest”. as you know I'm always looking for articles of
interest to make life easier for myself. So we met locally,
had a good chat, (I'm waiting for an indication of the
article), time was getting on, when he said, “this is to cover
the cost of the Digest next season”; quite a substantial
amouni, for which 1 and the L&DTTL are very grateful, |

it would love to name this person for the credit he deserves,

but he has requested no publicity, pleasel, so be it, and
thank you!

[ also had 2 donation carly this year from ex
plaver, Brian Leeson, ‘towards the cost of the Digest’, |
don’t think we’l be seeing the Digest in W.H Smiths yet,
but everything helps.

The AGM discussed the problem of player rank-
ing abuse, the Management Committee having put forward
proposed changes to Rule 13, which all Club Secretaries
had had in advance of the mecting. The discussion, to me,
seemed Lo center on the complexity of the proposed chang-

1 es, with a comment from the floor that “it would give too

much power to the Management Committce™, the pro-
posed changes failed, not having obtained the two thirds
majority when the vote was taken. So the problem was

| discussed, vour Rules Committee has

Score Lane, Childwall, Liverpool YMCA
had a bit of a reprieve. then after the season
had ended were told that they had to leave
immediately, so al time of writing this, are
rumoured @ have found premises in the
Long Lane Aintree area??. Another end of
season shock was Waterloo being (old to
leave their premises, and are down to |
feam playing from Linacre’s premises, and
Bath Street are still in negotiations about
their impending move. | wrote a bit in the
last Digest about the unexpected problem
of not only having to find new premises,
but the financial cost that goes with it, gone
| are the days of big business subsidising the
rooms to play in, the real world requires a
high payment, and players need to accept that if they
want to play, they must pay the going rate. I'm afraid
some have still not grasped that fact, the day of the free
lunch is over!

Tom Purcell, ex. Police player who now lives in
London, sent me an E-mail { see Letters on page 18 ) after
having read my comments in the last Digest, he plavs for
a club in the Wandsworth League, and his Club fees are
£120 pa. (per. plaver) to cover hire of Hall and other fees,
1 suppose London is an extreme case, but it makes you
think! Tom, as National Umpire is a regular visitor to our
local Tournaments, and is hoping to rem to Liverpool
for good in the near future.

The £100,000 Masters, renamed the Ocean In-
ternational Cup, was battled out at the Fairfield Concert
Hall, Croydon, on July 23" The winner was European
Champion Vladimir Samsonov, of Belarus who picked
up the £70,000 first prize after beating German champion
Timo Boll, 9-11, 11-9, 11-6, 11-8, 11-9. This extrava-
ganza was part of the $1,000,000 World Super Circuit.
with (his particular event betng sponsored by Mr, Paul
Andrews, MD. of a global television production compa-
ny, an ex. TT. Player himself, ke also sponsored last
years Masters, and the successful Sussex Open. Sadly our
two English players, Matthew Syed and Gareth Herbert
were both eliminated i the prelim.rounds, but that was
indicative of the strength and quality of the other players.

The coverage by the BBC and

the status-quo, hopefully Clubs take
note and rank i the spirt of the game
for cvery ones enjoyment.

Clubs and Venues, quite a few

coni have lost their premises, and have
provisionally found new premises at
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shown the following day in
Grandstand for an hour was
good for table tennis, but I'm
not sure how the crowd in the
rear balcony felt about it, it
seemed a long way to the table
o me, expecting that little ball
to be Mashing about pretty fastt
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As vou may remember, | have been encouraging
all in the last Digest to watch this tournament when it was
broadcast. right up to the last Wednesday practice night,
when I rominded m3 club mates. So come the Saturdav,
knowing | would be cut when it was on, I thought, no
problem! I can record it, so set everything up with Vidco
Plus, and went out confident that [ could watch it on
Saturdav night. Gets back later, and! Yep, you guessed it.
1t didn’t record, tape had jammed, a fairly ncw tape as
well, (why aren’t these machines capable of saying “this
tape is faulty™) even the best laid plans using modem
technology don’t always work, 'm hoping someone else
has taken my advice and recorded it properly, so I can see
it

Samsonov now heads off for the Olympic
Games in Athens (mid August).

The Bribar “Top 127 took place at the Green-
bank Acadamy the other week, the litlc was a bit mislcad-
ing, but nevertheless had some good table tennis on view,
more reports later in this Digest

Another reminder of the Golll Tournament that
Peter Carney and Paul Morgan have put together for the
Golf players of the Liverpool & District T.T. League. To
be played at the Lee Park Golf Club, Gateacre on Satur-
day 4% September 2004, tce off 1-30 pm. Cost for the
day, including Green Fees, meal and prizes would be £25.
[t would help the organising if Club Secretaries would
contact any known golling members of their own T.T.
clubs, to makc contact with Peter Carnev ASAP at 0151
426 3625,

The old photo [ have been running in the previ-
ous Digests has nearly got afull list of names, Jan Davies
(Rumjahn) (see lelicrs page 18) named the 3 plavers on
the right, 50 we now have from L. to R. - unknown,
Wallv Allinson. Alan Timewell, Arthur Taylor, Pcier

Rumjshn, Clin Casselman.

The scasons” Cup Finals were all plaved in an
excellent friendly and competitive atmosphere, stilf a
shortage of spcctators though. ¢ven though the Finals are
plaved at venues with the purpose ol providing more
space for spectators. a last minute move took the Frank
Murphy Final to Liverpool YM. My thanks to the Club
secretarics who offered the use of their clubs for the finals
and for the cmjovable afler match refreshments.
CADWA’s Doug Baker. who did 2, Bootle YM's Jim
Goeddes, Ford's Peter Cunningham, Police™s Steve Riley,
and Liverpoo! YM's George Smith, the refreshiments for

! the Frank Murphy were again supplied by Marjors Mur-

phy and Myra Lovelady. Ron Georgeson had offered the
usc of the Bath St. for the Frank Murphy Final as my last
available venue. but George's late change saved what
would have been a very crowded final, my thanks 1o Ron
though for the ongmal offer. It has been suggcested to me

that secretarics may be reluctant to offer the usc ol their
club for a Final because of the hassle of providing re-
freshments,

If that was the case, T would be prepared to
organisc the “butties™ myself. A thank vou to the maich
offictals who controlled each Final, Ken Armson MBE.
Graham Rollinson, Ray Lavin, Ron Georgeson, Arthur
Garnett, and yours truly, all members of your M.C.

The 5% Division has finished another disap-
pointing season, only 8 tcams finishing the course, which
meant quite a lot of missed weeks in a 12 team division
league, throw in a few walkover games, we can under-
stand why plavers get a bit upset at not plaving, but this
is an impossible situation to know in advance, the bottom
division ig always susceptible {o shortage of teams. there
scems to be plenty of players for a few more teams, but
then the problems of Venues and match nights come in to
the equation. Trever, our Match Secretary has been work-
mg on a way Lo ¢nsure that teams have a regular game,
gven 1o the extent of plaving teams 3 times, this in itself
creates its own sci of problems in the form of match right
clashes. but as all this prep work has to be completed for
the start of scason handbook meeting, if a club drops a
team oul at the [ast minute, it’s back to the drawing board.
Believe me, the clTort to alleviate this problem goes in at
the top (Trevor), but it also nceds the commitment from
the players.

Tom Purceil also mentions the way his lcague in
London got round the falling team numbers, this is from
his E-mail, ‘quote, “My Lecaguc also plays a different
format i the League structure because of falling team
numbers™ see his letter page 18

The Paralvmpics lakcs place in Athens, 17% to
28 September, two weeks after the main Olyrpics. The
idea of a “Paralympics™ was first developed in 1948,
when Sir Ludwig Guttiman organised a competition in
Stoke Manderville for World War 2 veterans with spinal
injuries, in 1952, in a Paralvmpics stvle competition. only
2 countrics and 130 competitors took part. Al the 2000
Paralympics in Svdney, 23 countries and 3483 competi-
tors took part. This Paralympics in Athens, The British
Paralvmpic Association is sending an 8 strong Table
Tennis tcam, 2 of whom arc from our local Greenbank
club, Scoit Robertson, (his second Paralympics) and
Lvnne Riding, it goes without saving thal we all wish
Lynne and Scott best wishes for a successful games.

Well this is the last Digest of the 2003-04 season, hope-
fully it 1s an encouraging opener for the 2004-03 season
which we arc about to start, so best wishes to all,

and most of all,

enjoy your game

The Edttor
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Division 1. The Readman Cup

Match official. Ken Armson MBE,
played at CADWA between League
Champions Liverpool YMCA and Ha-

., Told House, The match was won by

& YM.5-0, who just had the edge, but
wasn't as one sided as the score sug-
gests, s0 a Leaguc and Cup double for
Liverpool YMCA.

Plavers in the phote L. To R. -

Ken Connor (HH), Alec Bryce (HH),
Steve Whalley (HH), Lawrence Ken-
wright (LYM), Omid Khaivat (L YM), Keith
Bird (LYM).

Division 2. The Rumjahn Cup
Match official, Graham Rollinson.
Plaved at CADWA between Divisional
Champions Bootle JC.'A’ and mid table
Merscyside Police "A', The Police built
up a 3-1 lead, but J.C. Pulled back to
make it 3-2, and never fooked back,
winning the next 3 games to clinch
the match 5-3 {0 Boolle J.C. and the
double.

Players mn the photo L. To R. -:
Cherith Graham (BJC), Dave Evans
(BJC), Tom Bray (BIC), Jon Dyson
{MP), Terni-Anne Nolan (MP), Gemma
Liovd (MP)

Division 3. The Hyde Cup

Match official. Ray Lavin

Played at FORDS between Divisional champi-

ong Merseyside Police 'B’ and 4th placed
5, Bootle YMCA. Bootle made first call,

John v Gavin, John had won in 5 al

their last meeting in the league, but

Gavin played well to win 3-2, it

| was all downbhill after that for

Bootle YM. Police having a com-

f fortable 5-0 win, and another dou-

¥ ble into the bargain.

¥ Players in photo 1. To R, -

P % John Higham (BYM), Danny Every

F* (BYM), Richie Winckle (BYM), Roly

- Wright (BYM), Garcth Jones (MP), Len
Dryson (MP), Ray Lavin, {match official) Tony

Harris (MP), Gavin Llovd (MP)
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Division 4, The Forrest Cup

match official. Roly Wright

Plaved at Bootle YMCA. between Divisional
champions Liverpool YMCA *C* and 3rd
placed Harold House "A". H. H. won the [irst
sct, but YM. the next 3, was a double on the
cards, Rod won 5th set, then HH won the

6th (doubles), Paul won the 7th, and Martin
the 8th. to give H.H. the victory.

Plavers in the photo are L. To R. Alvin Tso
(LYM), Billy Cheung (LYM), Eddie Clein (HH),
Rod McPherson (HH). Stephen Kee (LYM), Paul Shaw
(HH}), Francois Boll (LYM), Martin Roberts (HH)

Division 5. The Stamp Cup

Match official. Arthur Garnett

Played at the Police Club, “Fairfield”. between mid
table Aigburth ‘A" and runaway champions Waver-
trec Labour 'F

Aigburth settled down betier and took a 4-2 lead,
Wav. captain john pulling back onc to 4-3, but voung
tan Laird had the honour of clinching the match with a
3-1 win over Tan Woeds, well done to Aigburth, against the
odds!

Players in the photo's are L. to R, -

Top photo. Wavertree “F’

Eric Spencer, lan Woods, Faith Moore (presented
trophies}, Kevin O Hanlon, John Rowan.

Bottom photo Aigburth “A”.

Paul Grugel, lan Laird, Faith, Derek Travnor, Eric
Spencer

The Frank Murphy Memorial Handicap Cup
Match official. Ron Georgeson
Played at Liverpool YMCA between Fords,
{ nid. 2nd.Div.) and Bootle YMCA.
(4th. in the 31d.Div.}
Bootle Ym. started as the away
tcam, with a 39 point advantage.
John gaining 17 points in the first
set, making Fords having io chase
points from now on, with all the
Bootle team plaving morc relaxed af- ol
ter that start, winning a total of 8 out of £
the 18 games to take the frophy by 22 potinls. "
Plavers in the photo L. To R. -: John Higham (BYM),
Danny Every (BYM), Ron Georgeson, (match official) Richic Winckle (BY'V[) All' Perry (Fords),
Robbie Goldson (Fords), Frank James (Fords)

My thanks 1o all the Club secretary's who offered the use of their club for the varicus Finals, and the refreshments
provided. and also to the malch officials who controiled sach event.
Roly Wright Cup Secretary
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Match Secretary  Don Davies

Open Premier Division -

Matches played at neutral venune

A draw in our 1ast match agatnst Bol-
ton would have secured the title for
the ninth vear in a row, since Bolton
had drawn with Tamgside. We were
without John Rankin and Chris Ford,
but  atthough Kevin  Dolder
beat Adam Bleakley and Keith Wil-
liams overcame Mike Motr, we need
one from Ahmed Thabet to force a
draw, John Hilton winning his two.

1st Team Runners Up
Tameside W 6-0
Ellesmere Port W 6-0

Bury W 5-1
Manchester W 6-0

Halton W3-

Mid Cheshire W 4.2
Bolton L 24
Ladies

Premier Division Ruaners-Up

Wirral retained the title by a single
point although our girls led 4-1 and
5-3 when they met their great rivals,
when victory would have given us
the crown. Alice and Clara Howard
together with Cherith Graham were
on duty that night but Clare Peers was
the difference between the sides, win-
ning her three singles sets
while combining with Terri-Anne
Nolan to take the doubles set.

Mid Cheshire A

w 73

Macclesfield H W 10-0 w/o
Oldham A D 3535
Wirral H D 5.5
Manchester A W 6-4
Halton H wW 73

Division One -:
Matches played at ncutral venue

The first four matches were lost
when two of the selected players
dropped out a couple of days before the
weekend maiches, and although on
paper [ had two replaccments, at 1 1pm
on the eve of the matches, | lost all
three for one reason or another. My
brother Rob and myself had to play to
avoid walk overs and a £60 fine.
When the second round of matches
came along. I was able to tum out
Omid Khatyat, Keith Bird and vet an-
other late  replacement, Fred
Bainbridge This trio gained some
credability, beating Preston
and coming within a point of beating
Manchester A

A Team

Trafford L 06
Warmnington L 6
Preston A L 06
Blackpool L 06
Preston w42
Oidham L 24
Manchester A D 33

Open Veteran Premier Division

Tameside fatled to fullfil the fixture,
crying off on the day of the match.
Their reason was that they would have
to travel in three cars to Bath Street,
mstead of one to Cadwa, where the
match was criginally due to be played.
The points were awarded to us, the
final lcaguc iables showing us as
champions. Tameside then lodged an
appeal, the Board of Appeal
confirming the Leaguc's Exccutive

.Committee's decision, that the match

must be plaved. Incredibly, they said
that if’ the match is not plaved, on a
neutral table by September, the points
will be awarded to Tameside. The
Leaguc's own Match Regulations
states that an away team cannot post-
pong a match. The season ended m

March and one would have expected
this to have been resolved by now.
Our League's General Secretary (Mike
Power) has written to the L & C
League Secretary insisting that they
comply with their own regulations

1st Team Probable champions
Oldham H W 100
Maccleslield A W 10-0 wh
Manchester H W 73
Blackpool A W 82
LiverpoolBH. H W 9-1
Preston A W 82
Tameside H W 18-0 who

Veteran A Team

For the second time in three vears,
the A team has gained promotion, the
only League ever to have enjoyved
two teams in the top division. Ken
Jackson, Ahmed Tabet and Fred
Bainbridge and Gragme Black all
ptaved while Peter Ross, who ex-
pected to watch a match at Bath St.
finished up playing - thank you
Peter. The two walk over matches
were as a result of postpenements by
our opponents who failed to re-ar-
range the matches, which | didn't
claim

Division 1 Runners Up

Trafford A W 73
Preston A H W 82
Hatton A L 1-9
EastLancs A W 10-00 w/o
Rochdalc H W 10-0 who
Wirral H W §2
TraffordA H D 5.3

After finishing as runner-up a year ago
in the Wilmott Cup, the men again had
to scitle for the silver medal position
after losing 5-4 in the deciding match.
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After a 5-2 victorv over Crawley/
Horsham and a 5-1 success over Hull,
Kevin, Keith W. and Keith Bird, led
|| 3-2 and locked to be on track to take
the trophy for the first time. The tum-
ing point though came when Kevin
lost to Ritchie Venner 11-6, 11-4, 9-
11, 12-14. 8-11 when victory would
have given us a 3-1 lcad. Keith W.
look the next sct in straight games but
at four scis all, Keith Bird led by 2
games to 1 in the decider but in a
tense finalc. lost the next two 11-8,
11-8.

Brenda Buocey, Sue Burgess and Syl-
via Graham, took the silver medal in
the Pat Archdale cup losing their only
match to North Herts. Four tcams
were duc to contest the finals but
Hastings dropped out a month earlier,
followed by Wolverhampton three
days prior to the matches, this being
included in the finals' programme al-

The Leaguc took the
Norman Cock Memorial
Trophy, boaling Halton
in the final at Suiton
Cricket  club.  With
KeithW John  Rankin
and Chris Ford unavaila-
ble, Kevin was joined by
theYMCA's Lawrence
Kenwright and Keith
Bird, who was making
his  debut in the
competition.The Mount
Plcasant pair both beat
Ken Connor, the latter
for the second time in 24
hours, having faced him
in the Readman cup fi-

nal. Kenwright also Lawrence Kenwright, Kevin Dolder and
beat Mal McEvoy, who Keith Bird with their trophies
also  lost to Dolder

although the former Liverpool champion, suffered a rarc defeat, losing to
Ray Jackson, who made usc of his seven points handicap start, Liverpool
running oul victors 3-1 for a record tenth time since 1989.

though no one thought to advise me, The first ever Mabel Neary cup was
which meant our girls waiting from staged and after ousting Halton in
Sam until 2pm, not good preparation the semi's, we were casily beaten

for such an important match

by Wirral in the final.

The Ladies
reached the .
final of the
JM.  Rosc
Bowl in
Derby, buat
despite beat-
ing sixteen
times  win-
ners  Wol-
verhampton
5-3. finrshed -
as  runners

up. having : s

lost 5-4 10 [The team that played at CADWA in the previous round.
Nerth  Herts LCherith Graham, Brenda Buocy, Alice and Clara Howard
who in wm Photo supplicd by Steve Graham of CADWA

lost 5-0 to

Wolverhampton.  Alice. ranked at 40 in England, was in {rcmendous

form, accounting for Jill Harris {22), Jan Dunning (24} aud Jose Bongers
(32). Cherith was abso in fine form, beating Dunning and Bongers. Had
our girls won 5-2 against Wolverhampton, we would have retained the cup
but the amdlanders took the trophy via a supenior sets aggregate.

In conclusion, it was a fair scason
but losing John Rankin, Chris Ford,
Ken Jackson. Omid Khaiyat and Les
Molyneux lor important matches plas
a few others, was disappointing.
However, for those who pulled out all
the stops for the League and their re-
spective leams', these who drove the
teams', the club sceretaries who
provided club rooms' and all who had
1o listen to nte going on about the
season ahcad and how we wanted to
remain as the best League in Lanca-
shir¢ and Cheshire and when in na-
tional competition,
one of the best in the country, [ thank
vou sincerely.

Don Davies
Match Secretary

Being a Club Sccretary is tough
cnough. but organising Citv teams
in leagucs and competitions which
entail lots of travelling, with con-
stanlly changing venucs and last
minute team changes must be a con-
stant headache for a city match sec.
Sc give Don a pat on the back, he
deserves it

And that goes [or all the Leaguc
members who give of their free time.
Editor

L=
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Paul Gittens

Thump ! Blimey, vou'll
never guess what’s just landed in my
back garden?.......... Beckham's

bloody penalty . Perhaps Tim Hen-
man could teach Becks how 1o hit the
ball in the net and at the same time
Tim could getl some tips on how fo
get the ball over the net. Never nind,
lets now concentrate on a proper
sport.

Congratulations to cur drvisionat
champions Liverpool Y.M, The dis-
appointinent of being pipped at the
post last season and finishing runners
up is now a faded memory and the
icam of Lawrence Kenwright, Omid
Khaivat and Peter Lee can now enjoy
being crowned worthy champions,
finishing some thirty peints ahead of
second place Waterloo. The YM
team seldom walked away from a
malch with maximum points but the
difference being was that they were
able to field a consistent team
throughout the scason who were
strong enough to reap majority
points. Their strength also lay in be-
ing able to call upon strong reserve
plavers such as Tony Whelan,
Ahmed Thabet and Keith Bird, who
in thetr own right arc capable of hold-
ing their own against any team.

YM did however come close to
achicving maximum poinls when
playing the struggling Marconi team
but the resolute Trevor Owen spoilt
the party with a great five setter win
over Peter Lee, Peler was unfortu-
nately once again YM's fall guy in
their 9-1 defcat of Harotd House
losing in three deuce games to Ken
Connor. Omid Khaivat comfortably
won all his three and . just to empha-
size my earlier point , Tony Whelan
came in as resenve and left unde-
feated having secured a 1 1/9 [inal set
winner against Ken. YM's derby
game againsi YM'A' saw the [irst
team dropping three sets with Dave
Tagg being the unfortunate culprit.
Dave was however very unlucky not
to pinch a game from Keith Bird
having lost closc in the {ifth sct.

YM continued their winning ways
against Bath St. "A" but 1 have a feel-
ing that the 8-2 win was not a farr
reflection of the match. The talented
Claire Poers had a tremendous fifth
sefter win over Lawrence Kenwnght
whilst the tenacious Eddie Crowley
nearly did the double but just lost out
to Lol 8/1] in the final set. Eddie did
however make amends by defeating,
again in the fifth, John Lau who in tum
went on to dampen Claires celebra-
tions with a fine win which again went
the full distance. Amongst the mefce of
five setter games, Omid won all his
three in comfort without even drop-
ping a gamc.

YM's only defeat of the scason
came against runners up Waterloo.
Enshrined within the 6-4 win ['m tfold
was table tennis of the highest calibre
and in particular | according to Ted
Birch , the best doubles match he's
ever scen ( and trust me , a guy as ofd
as Ted has seen lot of matches ). Keith
Williams and Lol Kenwright sct the
tone with a great five setter match with
Keith pinching it 11/8. Lol eased his
carlier defeal with another five selier
win this time over Alan Chase. Omid,
not to miss oul on the fun, then joined
the party with some fantastic defensive
play to secure a great win over Keith
10712 in the fifth. Alan Chase then got
his sccond wind (that's six pnis in
Alan's world) and managed 1o do what
Keith couldn't and break down Omid’s

formidable defence, wimnning in four.
Ahmed Thabet lost in four to Keith
and in five to Alan but managed a
comforiable four sciter win over
voung Ted. Keith and Alan then
teamed up i the doubles o face
YM's Lol Kenwright and Omid Khai-
vat. The Waterloo boys were two scts
up but lost the next two 11 and § to
even the game and take it to a decider,
A tremendous fifth seifer saw the YM
crew take the game 12/14.

Waterloo will be over the moon
with the runners up slot having fin-
ished mid table last season. Keith's
contribution te the team is clearly
obvious and has been well docu-
mented in previous digests but for Lthe
team (o attain second place has re-
quired the other tcam members to lift
their game, Ted Birch certainly
plaved his part in their 6-4 win over
Bath St 'A'. Ted had a great four set
win agaimnst on- form Claire Peers.
Eddie Crowley managed to push Ted
to the final game but once again Ted
was able to dig deep and pinch the
fifth 11/5. Ted's luck did however mn
out against lan McElwee. losing 11/9
in the fifth but once again the tide
changed when lan faced Alan Chase
and duly lost comfortably i three.
Alan’s pleasure was soon dampencd
when losing in five to Claire and a
straight game defeat at the hands of
Eddie. Keith had to work to earn his
usual three which all went to the (inal
gamc. Keith continued the trend
against Bath St Isl tcam and ended
the night as Waterloo's sole winner
although Alan will be disappointed
losing 11/9 in the fifth to Kenny Jack-
SO1L.

Alan's disappointment was scon
forgotten. Having donned the tcams
number onc spot he went on to have
great wins over Wavertree's Alice
Howard and Gary Waison Wav's
Mick Tierney did reek some revenge
by beating Alan and Ted, both in the
final sets but Mick was unable to
ovcrcome Waterloo's prodigal son
Mick Allen who must have been
chuffed with his four set win over his
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name sake. Alice completed the night
with good competitive wins over Ted
and Mike which just managed to top-
ple the 6-4 win in Way's favour. This
score line was reversed when Water-
loo Faced Harotd House and al-
though both Alan Chase and Nigel
Stopher will be pleased with their
respective wins over Eddic Clcin,
neither managed 1o overcome Ken
Connor or Alex Bryce. Keith won his
three and teamed up with Neil to take
the doubles. The spoils were shared
when the Crosby tcnnis club faced
the Cronton lads from Fords. I don't
think that Keith will be too con-
cemed that he was unable to recipro-
catc his ' Closed Championship’
performance against Kevin Dolder
although on this occasien the games
were closer than their last league
clash with two of the four going to
deuce. Both Keith and Alan then
strolled to comfortable victories over
Tim Weardon and Tom Murray
whilst Nigel Stopher preferred to do
it the hard way bv bealing Tim and
losing to Tom in the final sets.

Although YM'A' finished the
season on identical points as fourth
placed Fords and fiflh placed
Cadwa |, the Mount Pleasant team
carned the third spot by attaining
more wins and less losers. The league
table will show that there is actually
only ten points separating the third
and ninth placements which empha-
sizes the consequence of receiving or
conceding a walk over. YM'A' have
once again shown what can be done
with a good solid squad. Keith Bird,
Ahmed Thabet, Miguel Bellec and
John Lau arc all, for most of us,
dfficult plavers to beai. Thev took no
prisoners against Maghull, Police
and Marconi winning 9-1 in cach
game. Fred Pheysey beat Ahmed.
Steve Gittins and Trevor Owen both
beat a vastly improved Steve Kee to
save the whitcwash in their respec-
tive matches. The team did however
stumblc against the Wavertree team
of Roy Smith, Alice Howard and
Gary Watson with Keith Bird being
the sole YM winner when beating
Alec and Garv. Miguc! must how-

ever take some solace in losing 8/11 in
the fifth to both Alice and Roy.

Relinguished league champions
Cadwa have obviously felt the ab-
sence of star player Kevin Dolder but
regardless of this [ do think that, all
things considered, that they will be
happy with their final position. The
infrequent use of Chris Ford has prob-
ably made the differcnce between the
third or fourth spot bul having said
that, I'd rather have Chris plaving for
six matches than none at all. Chris
proved his worth by assisting in their
8-2 win over Bath St 'A'. Ricky
Brown saved the visitors blushes by
having a great win over Ken Hartley
which 1n turn motivated [an McEilwee
and Eddic Crowley to take an exciting
five setter doubles match against Ken
and Peter. Ken was soon back to his
winning ways the following week
against Wavertree beating Roy Smith
in three and Alice Howard in the fifth,
Peter Taylor was unfortunately unable
to make a mark on the 8-2 defeat.
Cadwa faired somewhat better against
their old rivals YM. The difference
being that Chris was available and im-
mediately made lus mark with a fine
five setter win over Lawrence Ken-
wright and Tony Whelan. Chris then
went on to have a comforiable straight
set win over Omid Khaivat who also
later faced the same disposal al the
hands of Ken Hartley. Tony Whelan
put in a solid performance beating Pe-
ter Taylor and Ken with relative ease.

Cadwa had mixed fortunes
against Bath St. and Marconi with
both matches finishing 6-4, the latter
being in Cadwa's favour. Both Ken
and Peter got the better of Bath St's
Brenda Buoey and Fred Bainbridge
but could not dispose of King Kenny,
Mike Power lost his three but made a
game of il againsi Fred, losing closc in
the fifth. Ken Hartley didn't drop a
game in the Marceni maich but Peler
Taylor wasn't as lucky losing in five to
the resilieni Trevor Orwen. Peter's luck
did however change in their 7-3 defeat
at Harold House when on this occa-
ston Peter, as well as Ken, got the
better of Alec Brvce although HH's
Ken Conner remained defiant winning

all of his three. Cadwa's clash against
Fords saw Chris Ford pitted against
Kevin Dolder. Kevin was, unforiu-
nately for Chris, not in the mood to
losc his 100% and subsequently des-
patched Chris in four sets. Chris made
expected amends aganst Tim Wear-
don and Tom Murray and Ken Hart-
lcy sccured their three points with a
straight win over Tim.

This time last season Fords, hav-
ing achieved promotion from the sec-
ond division, were probably praving
to the heavens for inspiration on how
to maintain their first division status
for the forthcomung season. For me
personally. being a dvsiexic agnostic
and thercfore net believing in Dog my
prayers would've been wasted but ob-
viously someone in the Fords team
knew how to bend the car of our
Hecavenly creator and their prayers
were answered in the shape of Kevin
Dolder. Now before alt you church-
goers thumb through your catechism
and put pen to paper complaining of
my blasphemous tone. Can [ please
categorically state that in no way am
I altcmpting to portray Kevin Dolder
as the new Messiah. I mean let’s face
it. The All Mighty may very welt
come back as a bus driver but surely
not on the Skelmersdale route. A '
Cumfy " bus through Formby village
would be my preferred route.

Unfortunately Bath St's Fred
Bainbridge's prayers hit a brick wall
when he plaved Kevin losing in
straight sets E1/4, 11/ | and 11/1.
Strangely enough, Fred was actually
plaviitg quite well and weni on to
have goods wins, as did Kenny Jack-
son, over James Eaton and Bob Hugh-
es. Bob's hat-trick of defeats were
completed when he lost to Brenda
Buoey resulting in both teams sharing
the points. Fords did however man-
age 10 go onc betler against Harold
House with a 6-4 win thanks once
again te Kevin who was assisted on
the night bv Tim Weardon and Bob
Hughes who both had good wins over
Ray Jackson but equally failed to
make their mark against Ken Connor
and Alec Bryce . YM'A's John Lan
and Keith Bird will be pleased with
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their nights work against the Crouton
lads having both despatched James
Eaton and Tim Weardon. Kevin re-
mained flawless in his games whilst
the only other Fords singles point
came form Tim's defeat of Miguel
Bellee. Migucl did go on to have a
good win over James Eaton. {o even
the maich.

You would have to go back to
1998 10 see the last time that Bath St
'A' finished above their first tcam
and spooky as it may scem but also
on that occasion . as the case is now,
only one point separated them_ Tdon't
think that lan McElwee, Claire Peers
and Eddie Crowley will go as far as
an open- lop bus celebration but
they've certainty camed themselves a
wry smile. Hang on a minute, the
open-top bus may not be a daft as it
scems. Eddie could probably sort out
a bit of discount and a guiet word in
the car of the Cronton prophet
and......bingo ... a driver for the
day. Pon't worrv. My medication
will kick in soon. Celebrations were
somewhat limited when they faced
an on-form Maghull team inspired
on the night by Alan Jones' great win
over Claire Peers which was then
followed by Matt Wilson's credible
wins over lan Mc and Eddie. Both
[an and Eddic did however make
amends by beating Alan Jones to take
the match 6-4. Tan had mixed for-
tunes in their draw against Waver-
tree. Having achicved a reasonably
comfortable win over Rov Smith, Ian
went on o lose in the fifth to Alice
Howard and Mike Tiemev. Roy
made up for the earlicr defeat with a
solid perfermance against Claire and
Eddie. Another draw was on the
cards with the visit of the Police
team. Both Steve Gittins and Tom
Page beat fan in threc and Tom again
showed his worth with good wins
over Claire and Eddic.

lan McElwee was able to rc-
venge his earlier defeat to Steve
when he tumed out as reserve for
Bath St. {irst icam i their 6-4 win
against the Police. Jan went on to
have a greal five setter match over
yvoung Tom Page but once again the

yvoungster pinched it .Kenny Jackson
was vet again impressive with solid
wins over Steve, Tom and Jon Dvson.
Fred Bainbridge was unlucky to go
home empty handed having gone all
the way in his matches, but F'm surc
that Fred, as sporting as he 1is, would
not deny Jon Dyson’s rocognition in
achieving a good win over Fred . Ken-
ny's winning ways continued when his
team faced the Champions YM. Kenny
disposed of Omid in straight scts and
then went on to have a brlliant win
over Lawrence Kenwright with a five
set thriller. Kenny unfortunatcly lost
cut on his hat-trick by losing to the
established Teny Whelan who, inci-
dentally, did manage his own hat-trick
beating Fred and Brenda comfortably.
Fred was once again extremely un-
lucky losing n the fifth io Lawrence
but his luck did eventually change
when he faced Harold Houses in form
Ken Conner and cruised to a four setter
win. Alec Bryce, having lost to Kenny,
secured wins over Fred and Brenda
Buoey whilst Ken Connor goi his con-
selation win over Brenda to end the
match 6-4 in Bath St's favour.

Not wishing to go off on too much
of a tangent but I'd like to comment on
the last digest which was the March
publication. 1 actually thought that it
was brilhianl and conlained some cx-
cellent pieces. Roly's 'Editoral’ coupled
with an cxcellent "Closed rcport' by
Ken Armson was great reading and we
all had the benefit of some inleresting
if not controversial letters, I reallv do
think that Roly has taken the digest 1o
another level. Well done Rely,

Wavertree's final position at
cighth place ta the league may on first
viewing be looked upon as disappoint-
ing and would certainty belie their sea-
son's performance. However, when
one constders that only {ive points scp-
arated them from the third spot, then a

" more accurate perspective is achicved.

Let’s face it. Yoo will not get an easy
gamc when facing Roy Smith, Alice
Howard and Gary Watson. Harold
House certainly worked hard for their
six points and neither Ken Connor,
Alec Bryee or Steve Whalley left the
match unscathed. Ken, having con-

quered Alice and Gary found Roy, as
did Alex Bryce, invincible in defence.
Steve Whalley on the other hand beat
Roy and Alice in four but failed to
cope with Gary's unorthodox stvle
losing 9/11 in the fifth. Alex cruised
to a comfortable win over Alice. Gary
Watson was the hat-trick man in their
8-2 win against Maghull's Fred Phe-
scy, Alan Joncs and Mark Ambrosc.
Fred had a great win over Roy Smith
but probably morc impressive was
Alan's five set win over voung Alice
who unfortunatelv also went on 1o be
the scape goat, losing to James Eaton,
in Wav's 9-1 win over Fords. In the
same match Mick Tierney made an-
other guest appearance and didn't dis-
sappoint , producing three good wins
and in particular a 12/10 four setter
defeat of Tom Murray . Gary Watson,
having just been pipped by Police's
John Rankin, then went on to save the
whitewash by beating Steve Gittans.

Harold House, although never
seriously threatencd by the prospect
of relegation, will probably be thank-
ful of the seasons end. Their 64 win
over Police contributed 10 them fin-
ishing some ten points above the Fair-
field crew although on the might in
question, Steve Gittins would have
been happy with his three wins over
Ken Connor, Alee Byree and Paul
Shaw. Jon Dwvson collected the re-
maining point by beating Paul Shaw
who was then picked off by Trevor
Owen in their 9-1 win over Marconi,

Pofice's scason went the same
way as the wife’s backside....... pear-
shaped. The affects of John Rankin's
unavailability coupled with my injury
certainly took it's toll on the team
which consequently led (o pressure
being placed upon the likes of Steve
Gittins and Tom Page to get the re-
sults. They both rosc to the challenge
and were ably assisted by the reliable
Gemma Lloyd. Jon Dvson and Terri
Ann Nolan .This was clearfy evident
in their crucial 7-3 win over relega-
tion rivals Maghull. Both Steve and
John Dwson beat Fred Pheyscy and
Mark Ambrosc but lost to Matt Wil-
son in four sets. Gemma Lloyvd plaved
a blinder winning all threc matches.
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Tom Page was once again man of the
match having won all three against
Cadwa's Ken hartley , Peter Taylor
and Mike Power . Steve couldn't just
quite equal Tom's achicvement, los-
ing narrowly to Ken Hartley.

We're hoping that next season
witl be somewhat brighter. John
Rankin is now off shift work and
should therefore be more accessible
next scason. I've just compleied sev-
cral sessions of physiotherapy on my
arm which [ might add is as much fun
as sitling in-between Ron Atkinson
and Kilroy-5Silk in a Bradford dethi.
So hopefully, fingers crossed, next
season we'll all be fighting fit.

Maghull's flight within the first
division ts over for the time being but
there's no doubt that they will return
the following season. Matl Wilson,
Fred Pheysey and Alan Jones have
had some memorable wins through-
out the season which I'm sure has
wetted their appetite for further first
division scalps. Matt Wilson's solc
winner against Waterloo's Alan

Chase in straight sets is cqualled to his
fine wins over Fords Tim Weardon
and James Eaton. Fred and Alan also
played their part in this match with
similar wins against James to earn four
important points. Thetr wooden spoon
match against Marconi cnded 8-2 in
their favour with Nick Miller and Matt
winning all three. Fred had a miscrable
night losing out to Trever Owen and
Frank McCann.

Marconi may also bounce back
from the sccond next season but it wall
probably take some club recrganisa-
tion to achieve this. Poor Trevor must
feel that he's been left holding the baby
at times which is a shame because he's
had a tremendous season. [{'s been so
often through the season that Trevor
has pinched a point to save the white-
wash. My brother Steve can vouch for
that having lost the solitary gamc
against Trevor in straight sets. So |
wish best of luck to Maghull and
Marconi for the forthcoming season.

Just looking back at last season
got me thinking as to what would be
voted the best moment of the vear.
Being somewhat sparse of votes, [
hope you don't mind but I've taken the
liberty of selecting something which
I'm sure would mcet with vour ap-
proval. The moment beng the joy
expressed by Keith Williams when he
beat Kevin Dolder {0 win tast seasons
brilliant Men's Closed Final. An ex-
ceptional moment for an exceptional
plaver. Speaking personally, my own
proudest moment this year has noth-
ing to do with Tablc tennis but 1s still
worthy of mention. Standing with my
nine year old son Sam on ' Sword
Beach ' and watching my cighty one
vear old fathcr paving his respects at
the memorial dedicated to his fallen
comrades of the 41st Roval Marine
Commando and then to watch him
rcecive the spontaneous heartfelt
thanks of passers-by from the local
village was absolutely priceless .

Have a good closed season.

Another good end of season report from Paul to start the new season off, but Paul mentions that he will
be studying for promotion during the next 12 months, so it’s not going to leave him with much free time
and has asked for a ‘gap year’ from his Divisional notes, so in order to keep the 1st. Div. In the limelight,
can [ please have a volunteer writer to keep the notes going, contact me as soon as possible.

Editior

Ancther two stalwarts of our league have just come through
medical “repairs” which could have gone either way, thankfully
both came through on the good side, Manweb secretary Allan
Biggs has had boith his knces operated on, the first around
Chnstmas, and the second approximately 6-8 wecks after that.
quite a long rccuperation for someonc aclive on their fecet.
Anvway. speaking to Allan recently, he savs he is back plaving
at the table and wailing 1o start the new scason.

The other plaver, Les Higham, Bootle YM's match secretary,
has just come through his 4 Hip replacement, the 3* onc done
last year was an ¢ventful one bringing on a heart problem, which
{or a short while was touch and go, anvone who has plaved Les
i the past will know he’s a battler, eventually pulling through
this onc, but the after effcets lefl the 47 hip op in doubt. it tock
a long time to for the Medics to decide his heart could stand
more major surgery, so. given the choice, Les went for it. And
another happy outcome, Los is out and about and will be at the
club soon. T don’'t know how long before he's on the table. but
knowing Les. not long!

Well done to both players

ﬁrc are some interesting statistics m

The Double Happiness Company

e DH kes 100 millj -
ity DS ks htina kor o0% ot w S

total.

s DHS makes 3 million blades annually.

» Salcs volume: 380 million RMB. (£25m)

s Profit; 30 million RMB. (£2m)

» 80% of competition TT balls used in the
world made bv DHS.

e Stiga, Nittaku, Joola and Donic order
balls from DHS.

s After ghuing, TT balls take 1 month m a
50C chamber to drv. In the '60's, it took
112 davs to make TT balls.
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IDIVISIOMN 2 Sylvia Graham

The season’s fimshed and our
new division and cup champions are
Bootle JC *A” and [ must say how
proud [ am as yvou don't often sec a
team of a veteran and two youngsters
winning a division of this calibre. [t’s
sad that their achievement has to be
undermined by Tony Harris of Mer-
scyside Pohice with his nasty insinua-
tions but [ have replicd 1o those in a
letter to the cditor which I hope will
have been prinded 1n it’s cntiroty, [
must sav that winmng the division
was not all plain sailing because with
six weeks to go there were sill six
tcams in coniention and no single
tcam was guaraniced promotion. At
that ume | think Bootle JC'A™ werc
probably third if not fourth favourite
behind Manwceb “A°, Cadwa “A” and
Policec “A° and slighily ahead of
Manweb and Liverpeol YMCA ‘B,
Then with four woeks to go the field
had narrowed to just thrce leams,
Police, for whatever reason, scomed
to losc confidence in themsclves and
after being the high Tvers for the first
half of the scason they suddenls
scemed 10 lose the cdge. T think that
work commitments didn " help but as
a voung tcam thev should be confi-
dent in thair ability to perform next
scason. | do think that Jon Dysen had
his best scason ever n the league!!
and plaved tremendously in the cup.
Manweb first tcam also scemed Lo
lose the will to win. Whether they
envisaged a quick retum to the firsi
division (er'! As did 1) and then were
a little disappointed in their results [
don't know but it led to them not
playing to their true potential and
they waned away from the promotion
stakes leaving just threc teams to
fight it ocut. The (cams were now
Cadwa A" Manweb “A” and Boolle
ca”

In truth I°d started to believe:

that these would actuatty be the final
placings cspecially as Cadwa were
now ficlding both Alan Timewell (ze
mastcr ov ze combination bat!!!) and
the indomitable Gracme Black on a
rogular basis and Manweb spear-
hcaded by Les Molvnenx were the

tcam in form after having had a slow
start to the season but since Christmas
had been playing like a feam pos-
sessed. However, as the season came
to a close the Bootle JC “A” youngsters
started to belie (he faith of their stal-
warl captain and never lost another
match including the match against
their rivals Cadwa whom Mike Power
said would thrash them. The last
malch of the scason was the decider for
the final positions. Bootle JC “A°
needed just four points to gain promo-
tion and six points to win the division
as Manweb “A’ and Cadwa ‘A’ had
both managed 8:2 wins over Manwch
and Police respectively. A good team
performance against Marconi with
Dave Evans playing a captain’s game
and taking his three and Cherith Gra-
ham and Tom Bray two cach and the
doubles guaraniced the division and
promotion.

The regular correspondents have
kepl me interested in their cards. Brian
Crolley says that it was nice to see Jeff
Huntington again and fohn Lau was
the star man when Bootle JC plaved
YMCA 'B’. Graeme Reid says that the
ieaguc’s worst doubles pair (1 thinks
it’s him and Alf Perrv!) ended the sca-
son with a win and that quolc “agc
hasn’t just caught up with Alf . .it's
staricd o lap him!'!!", [f anyone wants
to reply to Graeme’s comments and/or

cominent on Gracme himsetf T will
guarantec it will be printed so don't
be scared of pufting pen to paper.
Trevor Owens wants to thank Jim
Geddes and Bootle YMCA for pro-
viding Marcom with prcmises for
their last match of the scason. The last
comment of the vear must go to your
friend and minc. Mr Mike Powcr,
Cadwa’s last match was against Po-
lice and Mike says that Teri-Ann had
one of those ntghis when her big fore-
hand just couldn’t miss and shc had
two good wing in particular against
Mr Timewell who belies his years.
He also thinks that il was a pity
Gemma couldn’t get away from work
and he says that John Dvson and Paul
Evans from Manweb ‘A" arc the most
improved players he's seen. He thinks
that Tom Bray can expect big things
in the future but at the moment
Graeme Black and Les Molyneux are
top of the shop.

Oh, ves! | haven’t forgotten the
divisional awards for this season.
Y’know the important ones ...here
they are

DIVISION 2 AWARDS FOR 2003-
2004 SEASON

OUTSTANDING CAPTAIN
Dave Evans fanvone plaving with
two Youngsters deserves it

MOST SPORTING TEAM
Liverpool YMCA ‘B .. yet again!!!!

MOST DEDICATED PLAYER
Bill Stanley  dedication aganst
Impossible odds

BEST CORRESPONDENT
(iraeme Reid

BEST SERVICE (lcgal or illegal)
Julian Quirk
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IDINVISIOMN 3 TonyHarris

Congratulations to Divi-
sion 3 Champions, Police ‘B’ and to
runners up, Manweb ‘B’, and com-
miserations to Waterloo "B’ and
Marcount 'B” who will be playing in
Div 4 next season. As predicted last
time the promotion and relegation
places wers decided in the very last
match and my predictions at the
start of the season proved correct
and would have been 100% correct
if CADWA “C’ had not had the 10
point penalty.

I did stick my ncck out in
tipping my own team, Police “B” for
the title but with a squad of six strong
players, Gavin Llovd, myself, Panla
French, Len Dvson. Gareth Joncs and
Brian Burrows we proved too strong
for the rest and finished worthy
champions. It remained tight at the
top especially after CADWA “C°
beat Police “B” for the sccond time
this season m week 20, 6-4. Police
‘B’ bounced back in the next maich
however with an impressive 7-3
home win over Bath St “C°, who
called yours truly on in the first game
to face Ricky Brown, yours truly
winning in three straight (sorry, Rick,
just had to give myself one positive
mention this season). Last match of
the season at Waterloo "B” saw po-
lice *B” take 10 potnts thus ensuring
top spot regardless of CADWA “C’ s
19 point penalty.

Manweb “B” sccurcd mun-
ners up spol courtesy of a strong run
in which coincided with Paul Jen-
nings availability after a time work-
ing away. An excellent 7-3 victory
over promotion rivals Bootle YM,
where Paul Jennings starred, deofeat-
ing John Higham, 11-4 in the fifth
and also beating Danny Every 3-1,
was followed by a god 7-3 home win
over CADWA “B’. This result was
all the more impressive as Sharon
Norman, usually playing at number
3, plaved at number 1 and won both
scts v Rob Peverall and Rob Davies.
An 8-2 win against Manweb “C’ fal-
lowed by a 9-1 victory over Marconi
¢ "B” proved good enowgh to sccure

i

second place for Manweb “B’, cdging
CADWA “C’ by just 2 points.

CADWA “C’ must be kicking
them sctves after finishing in third
place and missing out on promotfion.
The situation leading to their 10 point
deduction have been well documented
but further “self destruct” siluation oc-
curred in week 16 in their home match
against Wav Lab “B". Colin Rourke, at
number 1 arrived at 10 pm when the
match had finished thus gifting the
Wav lab team 3 ponts bul more impor-
tantly, losing 3 peints for CADWA
‘C", the match score being 6-4 to
CADWA. The CADWA outfit pulled
out all the stops in the run in with six
straight wins, 7-3 v CADWA ‘B’ 9-1
v Marconi ‘B°, 8-2 v Manweb *C", 6-4
v Police ‘B’, and 9-1 v Bath 5t ‘D’ but
it just wasn’t enough.

[ commented in the first Di-
gest of the season that Bootle YM were
capable of gaining promotion from this
division but added, “only if they really
want to". I stand by that comment and
rcsults tend to show that maybe they
didn’t really want to play in Div. 2 next
scason. Not that the Bootle lads don’t
fight for every pomnt but sub con-
sciously, who knows? In the 7-3 home
defeat 10 CADWA *C° Ritchie
Winckle starred with wins over Steve
Graham, in the fifth and a 3-1 win over
George Higham. John Higham was
leading unbeaten Colin Rourke 2-0
belorc losing the next threc but he
bounced back with an excellent win
over George Lennon. A 7-3 defeat at
Bath St ‘C" was followed by a 10-0
win ai Waterloo “b” but then another

7-3 defeat at Manweb “B™ where Roly
Wright was in top form with wins
over Alan Evans and Sharon Norman.
A good 7-3 away win at Bath St ‘D’
was followed by a disappointing 7-3
home loss o Wav Lab *B” which put
paid to any chance of promotion.
Bootle YM have had a good season
but maybe they were “cup watching’
in the run in, as two cup finals in a
malter of days saw them losc the
Hyde Cup to Police ‘B’ but win the
Vets Cup against a strong Fords team.
Well done!

Bath St *C’ finished in fifth
placc and I stick to my previous com-
ments that if their regular foursome
had been together from the very starl
of ihe season they would have been
genuine fitle contenders. A battling
draw at Manwcb ‘B” where Ricky
Brown won two five gamers against
Alan Evans and Sharon Norman was
followed by a 7-3 homc win over
Bootle YM, Dave Stoddem starring
with wins over Roly Wrnght and
Ritchic Winckle. Another draw, away
at Wav Lab "B’. and then a strong
10-0 v CADWA *B’ and 9-1 v Mar-
coni *B’. pited on the points and kept
them in the race. The 7-3 defeat at
Policc ‘B’ put a halt to their promo-
tion chances and this. along with an
unsettled team in the first few weeks
of the season cost Bath 5t *C" a possi-
ble promotion place.

Wav Lab ‘B’ come next in
6 place. Clara Howard picked up 2
points for them in the home draw with
Bath St *C” taking the scalps of Ricky
Brown (11-6 in the (ifth) and Rob
Peat. Two 6-4 wins followed, away at
Waicrloo ‘B’ and home to Manweb
‘B" where Peter Houden and Davc
Foulis starred picking up 2 points a
piece, Peter with straight games wins
over Alan Evans and Neil Jennings.
and Dave also beating Neil and then
Allan Biggs. An cxcellent 7-3 win
over Bootle YM put paid to YM's
promotion push. Mike Ashton com-
ing in at number 4 and promptly de-
feating Ritchic Winckle and Danny
Every and as Rolv mentioned on the
match card, ‘losing both doubics
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made all the difference’. T always fcel
that ihis Wav Lab quartet arc capable
of much more in this division but thev
need the consistency that scems (o
have been lacking this time around.

Bath St ‘D" in 7% spot won 9 and
lost ¥ and that rellects their mid table
posiion, not strong enough to chal-
lenge for prometicn but never in any
danger cither. Neveriheless. thev are
an experienced team and have had
some cxcclient rosults, In the 7-3
away win al Manweb “C” Billy Clay-
ton had a2 good double over Rob
Barker (11-6 in the filth) and Arthur
Harrison. Steve Nicld faled to appear
in the 9-1 hone defeat to Manweb
‘B, Pcter Ross saving the whitewash
: with a good win over Paul Jennings.
They came from 4-1 down o eam the
second draw of the scason against
i Police "B’, 1aking both doublcs and
then securing the draw with a fine win
for Les Gee over Gareth Jones, Les
coming [rom 2-0 down. and then Pe-
ter Ross beating Brian Burrows in
straight games. [n the 6-4 away win
at Wav Lab “C’ Neil Pritchett came in
at number | and had two epic encoun-
ters with Tony Connor and Mike Ash-
ton winning both in the fifth.

CADWA *B’ in 8" spot are an-
other tcam who were always going to
be in mid table secursiv. The clubs
problems have been well documented
but the upshot is that CADWA “B’
Just haven't had a regular foursome
from weck ! and this is alwavs a
problem. In the 6-4 away defeat at
Wav Lab "C” Rob Peverall had a good
win over Mike Ashion and Peter Rob-

erts battled from 2-0 down to ¢arn a
s good win against Ted MeGiveran.
i 11-3 in the fifth. The CADWA derby
match finished 7-3 to the "C” team,
reserve Andy McNab coming in for
the “B’ tcam and inflicting defeats on
John O Sullivan and George Higham.
CADWA "B’ then sulfered a white-
wash against Bath St “C" but the fol-
lowmg week thrashed Waterloo "B’
9-L In the 7-3 away dcfeat at Man-
web "B” Steve Graham starred with
wins over Rob Barker and Trevor
Barraciough. Captain Rob Peverall
will ro doubt be looking forward to a
settled foursome for next scason’s
campaign,

Wav Lab 'C’ sceurcd their third
division status by a margin of 13 points
angd can in the main thank captain Tony
Conunor for that. In the 6-4 home win
over CADWA °B’, Tonv sccured 2
points with wins over Rob Peverall and
Tan Burrows, and he alsc won his two
in the 7-3 away win at Marcom 'B’
defeating Tony Mulally and Bobby
Bell. He chipped i with two more
points in the 6-4 home defeat (o Man-
web “C* beating Neil Jennings and Rob
Barker. Bill Stanley appeared for Wav
Lab “C’ (A’ team to *C’ team in justa
few weeks!) in their 7-3 away defeat at
the hands of Police “B’. Bill played at
nrumber one and lost both but it pushed
the others down the order. Neverthe-
less, Tony Connor stilled plaved well
to beat Gareth Jones in straight games
and Stcve Dean beat Brian Burrows in
the Gfth. It was Colin Fyles who
starred in the 6-4 home defeat to Bath
Si ‘D’ beating Steve Nield and Billy
Clavton and then with partner Dave
Willtams beating Billy and Peter Ross
11-9 in the fifth.

Manweb ‘C" finished third from
bottom on the same number of points
as Marconi ‘B’ but they stay up cour-
tesy of the week 13, 7-3 win over Mar-
coni "B°. This wasn't straightforward
cither as Bobby Bell was unwell on the
night and had to concede his three scts.
Captain Neil Jennings is anything but
a battler and he picked up two valuable
points in the 7-3 home defcat to bath St
‘D’ with strasghl games wins over
Steve Nield and Les Gee. Neil picked
up another crucial point in the 8-2 de-
feat at Police *B’ beating Tony Harrs
[1-9 in the fifth. This was followed by
an imporlani 6-4 away wm at a full
strength Wav Lab 'C’, Manweb ."C’
taking both doubles and each player
taking onc singles point cach. In the
8-2 home defeat 10 CADWA “C7 it was
Neil again who took two points beating
Steve Graham |1-6 in the fifth and
with Peter Carnev winning a doubles
set. In the Manweb derby maich the
spoils went to the "B’ (cam 8-2 but the
two points eamed bv the "C team
proved cructal in the relegation battle
and helped keep them up.

Marconi "B batlled for cvery
point and were very unlucky lo be
rclegated with 78 peints. They eamed

two good poinis away at Police ‘B’
courtesy of an Andrew Owens win
over Tony Harms and a Russell
Thomton comeback against Brian
Burrows eventually taking the fifth
game 11-6. Russell took another cru-
cial point in the 7-3 home defeat to
Wav Lab “C” boaling Dave Williams
in straight pames, as did Tommy
Lvnch It was Russell again who
saved the whitewash al CADWA “C”
with a fine win over George Higham,
and he did the same again in the 9-1
home defeat to bath St “C” with a
battling win over Dave Stoddem, 11-
3 1n the fifth. A good 8-2 win at water-
loc “B°. where Bobby Bell had an
exgellent double over Ken Nelson and
Graham Qates wasn't enough to save
Marconi ‘B’ and it was in the last
re-arranged match of the season,
which they lost 9-1 to Manweb B’
which put the final nail i their coffin.

Waterloo ‘B’ have known all
along that they will be playing in
Division 4 next season so the pressure
was off them in the run in. In the 7-3
away defeat at Bath St ‘D" Ted Cram-
sie beat Steve Nield and Austin Hay-
den, making a rare appearance (Hi
Austin!} showed he is sttll a good
player with wins over Peter Ross and
Billy Clayton. Ted Cramsie earned
the points in the 8-2 home loss 1o
Manweb "B’ with two excellent wins
over Alan Evans and Paul Jennings,
both closc in the fifth. In the battling
6-4 home defcal to Wav Lab "B’
Harry Nelson had a good win I1-% in
the fifth over Paul Banks and K.
Wiight beat Dave Foulis by the same
margin. Heavy defeats followed, 9-1
at CADWA *B’. Ted Cramsie saving
the whitewash with a win over Rob
Peveratl, and 8-2 home to Marcont
‘B” where Ted won hig two v Andrew
Owens and John McCann. Last maich
of the season saw bottom team. Wa-
terloo "B’, face top team, Police ‘B,
and the 10-( whitewash proved that
i’s tough at the bottom. as ¢verything
went Police *B’s way on the night.

So, it’s begn a tough season and
I've really enjoved it. Hope yvou did
too and that you will be raring to go in
Scplomber,

Cheers!
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TID2DINISITICOTI =t Steve Perry

~And another one bites the dust!™

Yet another season seemingly
flics by before we know it and dive-
sign 4, or should that be divisions 4A
and 4B come to their conclusion.
Season 2003/4 has seen this division
split. with the “big three™ fighting it
cut amongst themselves, and the rest
looking for their very own Roman
Abramovich to come along to pro-
vide semcthing o help them compete.

The destination of the divisional
title was in doubt right to the very
end of the season, with Liverpoot
YMCA  C"  finally pipping
Maghull’A” by a solitary point. with
Harold House “A’ a further three
points behind in third place. Harotd
House will, in one way, be rclicved
to know that the 2 points that they
were penalised for plaving out of
order against Cadwa didn't prove
decisive in the final reckoning,

Division 4”B" was headed by
Wavertree Labour “D°, an unbelicva-
ble 49 points adrift of Harold House!
Onlv 12 points scparated the next
four tecams, with Bootle YMCA “A°
claiming fifth place with 108 points
from Wavertree Labour *E” with 103,
and Maghull’'B” and Bath Strect’E’
with 97 and 96 respectively.

Aigburth, Linacre and Cadwa
‘D’ were never in any real danger of
relegation when it became likely that
only onc team would go down, they
all finished well clear of Bath Street
‘F* who were, unfortunately, only
able to amass 42 points from their 22
games and will be “plying their
trade™ in the fifth division nex! sca-
son. We plaved them towards the end
of the season when thev were re-
signed to their fate, and [ am sure that
if they can keep the team together
they will do well next season. and 1
wish them well in doing so.

The mid-season clash berween
Hareld House and Liverpool YM,
saw Harold House making full use of
home advantage, edging out the YM
6-4. with. surprisingly, only one sct
going to five gamcs. Eddic Clem
remained unbeaten on the night

beating George Smith in three, before
doing the same to Billy Chung, includ-
ing an 11-1 scorcling in the third after
edging the first 14-12!

Wavertree Labour ‘E”, afler losing
the first clash of the scason with their
‘D’ tcam rivals 9-1, claimed their re-
venge with a 7-3 victory in the return
match, Gordon Langshaw and Sieve
Perrv both remaining unbcaten on the
night. Ken Armson, having claimed
that the season would bring two 10-0
victories for the ‘T team, “ducked”
this clash, claiming prior lcague busi-
ness and was somewhat disappointed
to turn up on the night to find his team
tratling before proceeding o offer
them some “words of encouragement™
which didn’{ quitc do the trick. He has
already promised four 10-0 wins for
next scason as the ‘F° team have
gained promotion after winning divi-
sign five. Oh well, we will see......

Cadwa have found thcmsclves
plaving short on more than one occa-
sion this season which has seriously
affected their final position, so much
so that if two teams were to be relegat-
ed, they would be joining Bath Street
F*in division five noxt season.

Ong of the closest matches of the
season for Liverpool YM was away to
Wavertree Labour “D°. Wavertree
were forced to field two reserves but
still pushed YM all the way before
narrowly losing 6-4, Stan Clarke pro-
ducing probably his best result of the
season defeating Steve Kee 11-7, 12-

10, 11-7. Reserve John Rowan fca-
tured in a real “see-saw” game againsl
Francois Boll. eveninally edging him
17-19, 1§-6, 12-10, 12-10.

[ would now like Lo list some
close gamoes and “face-savers™ -

“Face-savers,” - Brian Gregory (
Maghull *B”) 11-3 in the fifth against
George Frost (Maghull “A™) in a 9-1
defeat, Alan Willis (Bath Strect ‘F')
in three over Mike Poole (Harold
House), 11-6, 11-5, 11-5, Anthony
Miichell (Wav Labour ‘E") in three,
11-9, 11-8. 11-8 over George Frost,
Graham Roflinson (Aigburth) in four,
7-11,11-7, 12-10, 119 against Alvin
Tso {Liverpoel YM), Don Davies
{Cadwa) in four, 10-12, 11-2, 11-6,
11-3 over Gordon Langshaw (Wav
Labour “E’).

“Close shaves, “ — Paul Morgan
{Harold House), 7-11, 11-5, 11-6, 3-
11, 11-5, over Don Davies {Cadwa),
this after Don had led 7-0 in the
fourth! Steve Perry Wav Labour °E’),
10-12, 113, 11-8, 8-11, 14-12 over
Steve McGanity (Maghull *B") and
5-11, 4-11, 12-10, 11-9, 11-7 over
Stephanie Howard, Wav Labour "D’),
both revenge victorics, Wilf Gibson
(Maghull ‘B"), 10-12. 11-6, 8-11, 11-
8§, 11-8 against Alan Willis (Bath
Sireet ‘F7), Ken Ainsworth (Linacre),
1§-7, 11-13, 5-11, 11-5, 13-11 over
Dave Batty {Bath Street ‘F’), Fran-
cois Boll (Liverpocl YM), 11-6, 12-
14, 11-7, 13-15, 11-9 and 6-11, F1-8.
9-11, 119, 11-9 over Steve Perry and
Tom Creevv (Wav Labour ‘E’), Ray
Jones {Aigburth) against Stan Clarke
(Wav Labour *D"), 11-13.5-11, 119,
11-6, F1-7, Harry Reeve (Linacre),
6-1F, 9-1%, 11-9, 11-5, 11-6 over
Chris Roberts {Maghull *A™), which
also saved a whitewash.

So there vou have it, another sea-
son finished, another vear older. Al-
ways like to finish on a cheerful note!
All that 1s left is for me to wish vou all
a good summer and to look forward to
renewing fricndships and rivalries in
season 2004/5.

See you all next season.
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[t’s me again, the Editor, pulting
these last notes of the scason together
for Div. 5. il still surpriscs me that we
can’t find someonc 1o put a few notes
together. we don’t expect a Wall
Shakcespeare.

In the last Digesi [ stuck my neck
out to pencil m Wavertree Labour
*F’ for the double. and get there with
a L00% record, mainly because of the
consislently strong team thev were
putting out. they did win the title,
with a 24 peint gap, but their 160%
went down to a strong Greenbank
teamn 0 matchl8, 4-4 in the individ-
ual games, but as in many matches,
the doubles making the differcnce,
Greenbank winning both, The K.Q.
Cup Fmal. again on paper was a
banker for the top of the table Waver-
tree team (o beat mud table Aighurth
‘A", their last mecting finished with a
9-1 win for Wavertree, bul Aighurth
pulled out the stops 1o win 5-3.

So Wavertree °F arc descrvedly
going up as champions, with dark
herses (freenbank, with the help of
somc of their “International ™ players,
promoted in second spot. FWavertree
Fs regular team of John Rowan, 22
wins out of 24, lan Woods. Kevin
O’Hanlon and Enc Spencer had the
division sewn up ¥ of the way
througl the scason and plaved voung
Tom Creevy for the last few games,
winning his last two against the La-
dies of Bath St 'H " other than Green-
bank, only Maghull "1’ came close,
drawing 4-4, but Wavertree winning
the last 2. 1o clinch the win,

Greenbank had a good run in
from weck 16, picking up 41 poinis
from a possible 3 in the last 3
games. among them being (hat good
6-4 win over Wavertree 'F'. With the
strong squad of  Interationalky
blooded playvers. they should prove
formidable opponcnts on moving up
the league. plavers like Dave Finn, 23
wins out of 26, Scott Robertson 12
out of 12, Tony Edge 2| out of 24,
Lynne Riding and Clare Harris. and
with the many regular plavers have-
now decided to center another team,
well done Greenbank.

Third placed Maghull ‘C*, an-
other tcam with a strong squad led by
Harry McGanity, closing the season
with two comprehensive wins against
Police "C" %-2 and a 9-1 derby wm
against their 3", but unfortunate to
meet a verv strong Greenbank team in
match 20, going down 8-2, so it’s back
to the 4%, For Harry.

Harold House ‘B’, another (cam
using a lot of players (8), No. 1 carly
on was Rod McPherson, who was scon
maved up to make a & man squad in the
*A” team. mavbe if Rod had stayed, the
‘B’ may have challenged Maghuil for
the promotion spot, only managing 4
potnts from their last 4 matches. An-
other club with a large register of play-
ers, a narrow line between having
enough tcams to give €veryone a regh-
lar game, and the interest that goes
with playing regular, or having too
many teams and players not willing to
play regularly.

Aigburth *A’was another team
using 8 plavers trving to give evervone
a game doesn’t help consistency, 8
plaved in the 5% Div. and 9 in the
4% (inc. 5*.Div.players), so Erics do-
ing his best to give everyone games. 22
of the last possible 50 points, 5-3 down
to Maghull "C", then winning the first
doubles to 4-5 down, then young Ian
Laird winning a 5 gamer against Den-
ise Chorlev for the draw.

Maghull ‘D, 19 from the last 40
points slarted with an 2-8 loss against
(rreenbank, Keith Whitaker the sav-
iour in this onc winning his single
against Clarc Harns in 4, then joining
with Andv McCourt to win a tight 3
gamer against Tony Edge and Clare,
12-10 in the last. The Derby with the
‘C” team must have been a good night,
the score was 9-1 for the ‘C", but what
does the score matter, Jeff Banks saved
the whitewash with a win against Den-
ise in 4, only 2 sets in the match fimsh-
ing in 3 games, 4 sets in 4 games and 4
sets going all the way, the ‘C” team
winning all of them, the ‘D’ tcam must
have feld it was just onc of thosc mights.

Police *C’ musi be a tcam typical
of frustration, the sccond half of the

season, L1 match wocks, they only
plaved 3 matches, conceding two of
the last 3 as walkovers, unable (o raise
a tcam from a scven man squad, [
supposc the side cffect of a large
squad, plavers not really knowing
when they mav be piaving, ratlicr than
in a small squad who know they wall
be plaving cvery week, a nightmare
for the club seerctary’s when shift
pattcrns come into it. Thev had a good
win against Aighurth ‘4’, Bob Rawl-
inson and Dave Oakes winning both
their singles, Beb having a tongh 5
gamer against lan Laird, 11-8 in the
5% Bob and Dave winning the first
dounbles, and Neil Thomas chipping in
with his single against Eric Young.
Alan Woods saved the whitewash
against Greenbank with a win against
Lynne Riding in 4, another good 7-3
win agamnst Maghull '3’ and ending
the season with a 2-8 loss to Maghull
"

Bath St. ‘H’s best result was in
the sccond half of the season, going
down 4-6 to Harold House ‘B, 4-4
after all the singles, with Albie Parker
winning both his, Barbara Alcock and
Myra Lovelady chipping in with onc
each, but both doubles going to H.H.,
but much credit to this team from
Bath Street who continue to play for
the “social” side of the game.

Anvway, to finish on a nice note,
there were anly 2 comments on the
match cards, (vep! only 2), Eric
voung of Aighurth saying he's too old
for this game, (didn’t rcalize yvou'd
had the fclegram off the Queen
Eric!!), and lan Woods of Wavertree
savs “Bath Streer "H' are the nicest
team we have played all scason, and
Wav Lab. F° are the uglicst”, I'm
sure the other teams in the division
wiil agree with the first comnent.

1 have a list of 35 plavers who
took part in the 5% div. this seasen,
how about one who can put a few
notes together aboul the players vou
play with, notice my notes arc a bit
impcrsonal.

The Editer
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The following is the latest etter from ETTA chainman, Alex Murdoch posted on the ETTA web site, in his quest
1o keep evervone informed of what’s going on.
1 have added it for those who don’t have access to a web site, and also for those who do but don't bother to Jook!!

CHAIRMANS FORUM
JULY2604

Another month has passed where lots
of things have happened within our
sport despite the leaguc season being
at an cnd,

[ hope the following updatc is of in-
terest fo you.

1. Funding

The [ntcrim Funding package from
Sport England has been confirmed
and the money will be used in a
number of ways to support table ten-
nis in England. Appointments

will be made as soon as possible for
two more Regional Development Of-
ficers. Assistant Events Manager,
Communications Officer and Tecach-
ing and Training Officer. The balance
of this funding will be uvscd towards
suppert of a modernisation
programme within the ETTA.

2. PE, School Sport and Club Links
(PESSCL)

We have been granted £170K overa
two year period to cover this project
which will invoive the appointment of
a number of Community Table Tennis
Coaches across England and a
National Club and Schools Manager,
This preject is to increase participation
of voung people at schools and to link
this with our club structure hence
kecping these voung people involved
with our sport.

3. Individual Registrations

The process is continuing and discus-
sions will take place at National Coun-
cil over the coming months and
further mformation will be circulalcd
in the near future covering member-
ship benefits and further background
information.

4. England Performances

Twa Major Events have taken place,
namely, the Commonwealth Table
Tennis Championships and the Euro-
pean Youth Championships.

In the Commonwealth Event we won
two Silver Medals, one in the Men’s
Team Event and one in the Mixed
Doubles with Alan Cooke and Helen
Lower. Alan also won the Fair Play
Award,

A very successful European Youth
Event gave us a Sitver Medal in the
Cadet Bovs Team Event, our first
medal for many vears, with Paul
Drinkhall, Darius Knight and Bradley
and Gavin Evans. There were many
other excellent perfermances includ-
ing our Junior Girls Team of Joanna
Parker, Kelly Sibley and Abigail Em-
bling who beat some highly ranked
European plavers to take 10th place
in the Team Event.

Something for the Veterans amongst us The World Veterans Championships held m Japan recently, we have lots of
players who follow the Vets. Tournaments around the country, and also a few who travel the Globe to take part in
them, [ know some of our players did go to Japan, for those that didn’t, some of the names will be recognised.

At the World Veterans Champion-
ships held in Yokchama last week
the local players from Japan, China
and Chincse Taipei dominated the
Womens events but European play-
ers did woll in the Mens cvents.

[n the Mens Over 60 singles, a very
well known to English VETTS, Her-
bert Neubauer(SUI) added a World
Qver 60's crown to the over 30's he
won several vcars ago boating
Vladimir Miko(CZE) in the Final

In the Mens Over 635 Singles il was
Valentin Langerhegermann(LUX)
who came out on top agatnst Konrad
Steinkaemper, in the Mcns Over 70
Singles saw Chen Ying-Lich(TPE)
triumph over Tsui Cheung
Ling(HKG) Both Mervin Wood and

Fred Lockwood lost in the guarters of
this event.

The Mens Over 75 Singles brought
England a Silver Medal when Gordon
Chapman was beatcn in a very close
match by Lu Kuang(TPE) and in the
Mens Over 80 Singles Les D'Arcy col-
lected another silver losing in the final
to old adversary Hubert Levinge(1RL).
[n the Mens Over 85 Singles once
again Dick Satchell was only ablc 1o
claim a Silver losing in the final to
Chen Chia-Cho(TPE)

Natable resuits in the Mens Doubles.,
it the Over 70 event both Fred Lock-
wood playing with Richard
Luber(GER} and Derck Schoficld with
Mervyn Wood claimed Bronze Med-
als, in the over 75's Bronzc Medals

went to Gordon Chapman and Terry
Bonlon

The Mens Doubles Over 80 event
brought the only England Gold of the
event where Les D'Arcy icamed up
with Hubert Levinge(IRL) to beat
Andre Jiong and Roger Lenert(FRA)
in the final.

Some consolation success saw Pam
Butcher losing in the Over 70 Dou-
bles consolation quarter final. In the
over 60 Singles consolation Sally Bax
had to concede the final to her Japa-
nese oppenent. For the Men Tony
Moeorse lost a Over 60 Doubles quar-
ter. Rod Bradburn lost in the Over 60
Singles quarters
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Dear Editor,

in the last issuc of the digest there was a lctter to
vourself that | {eel obliged to reply to and F am not going
10 apolegise for whatever I 'say in this lotter because I feel
the author of that letter does not deserve that considera-
tion. The letter I'm relating o was from Tony Harris who
for whatever reason has made allegaiions against the
Boolle JC club. The allegalions arc a slight on Bootle
JC’s integrity for which | feel an apology 1s due, however,
[ feel more embarrassed for Tony who has made a com-
plete fool of himself in front of his fellow table tenmis
plavers. Before putting pen to paper Tony should have
checked his facts and the match results. If he had then he
would have found that Bootle JC “A " had fielded the same
three players in 94% of gamces and enly plaved a substi-
tute when one of the three plavers was unavailable be-
causc of work or other table tennis commitments. If he
had further checked his facts he would have found that
only once did any of these three ptavers play for Bootle

IC and that player won one set out of three and on another
occaston Bootle JC actually played short.. hardly the
actions of a team dctermined fo stav up whatever!!!!
Furthcrmore at the start of the scason. as vou, the editor
pointed out, no one would have tipped the Bootle JC "A’
tcam for promotion. Finally ['d like to welcome Tony's
team into the second division next season. Oh, no!!! that
means two teams from the Police club in the same divi-
sion with the prospect of one challenging for promotion
and the other fighting a relegation battle? Watch out, as
Tony obviously knows his own tricks best.

Regards
Sylvia Graham
Boatle JC Table Tenmis Club

The following E-mail from Jan Davies I received 23", April 2004-: Brian Crolley will be interested in this. It has
been suggested that Alan Timewell is one of the other three, can Alan throw somge light on thig?

Dear Rolv.

whitcwashes!

Regards, Jan Davies (nee Rumjahn)

I am always intercsted to scc what is happening in the League and one of the quenes has been the second
photo where a Rafters team feature. (the 3 on the right)} They are ARTHUR TAYLOR, Peter RUMJAHN &
CLIN CASSELMAN in the davs when Rafters split their tcam strength in the First Division so there were no

Wishing cvervone continucd success. 1 will be at Cadwa for the Rumjahn Cup Final.

This is the E-mail from Tom Purcell [ mentioned in the editorial

Hi Roly.

I've just read the latest e-digest and as a ex-Liverpool

Leaguc playver can I congratulate vou and the League for
the impressive e-digest. It's good 1o keep up with the
news and recognisc many of the names and plavers. [ do
still see many plavers when I'm umpiring at the tourna-
menis however, now that I'm working in London I'm
only able o umpire onc¢ or two lournaments in the vear.

I was reading the article about the reductton in venues
for T/T and the higher prices plavers have (o pay.

1 was obviously verv lucky with my home venue, the
Policc Club, but in my current leaguc, The Wandsworth
League London, the cost of hiring a venue is ridiculous
and in my current club we cach pay £120 per annum.
towards the hire of the hall ete.

My League also plavs a different format in the League
structurc. Because of falling team numbers the league
decided, a number of vears ago, to have 6 tcam lcagues.
Each team plavs home and away before Chnistmas. The
top two are promoted and the bottom two relegated. The
samg happens after Christmas. [t does take some getting
used to but it ensures a good turn over of tcams and the
wide difference vou often get between the top and bot-
tom teams in a 12 team league rarcly oocur,

['m hoping to return te Liverpool in the next vear or two
and join a team. For thosc who remember, the lashing
back-hand is still there and a forehand is still missing.

Hope to se¢ you soon,
Tom Purcell
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/ OBITUARY

It is with great sadness that T have to announce the
passing of Tan Mitchell who was a member of the
Police Table Tennis club. Ian was registered disabled
and was an employee of the Police Support staff at
H.Q. Ian's disability belied his inteliectual prowess
which was exemplified by his masters degree in pure
mathematics and it was obvious that [an's intelligence
{ particularty after a few pints ) was matched only by
his sharp wit. Ian joined our section four years ago and
played in Steve Riley's team in the fifth division. Ian
was well aware of his limitations but this did not
damped his enthusiasm and love of the sport. lan was a
regular on our practice nights and actively supported the League Ta-

ble Tennis social events . He was a reliable participant in our Force Championships and T can recall
when he partnered John Rankin in the doubles and Ian threw the ball up to serve and on five con-
secutive occasions totally missed the ball . Ian turned to a bewildered Rankin and said, " I must be
having an off day cos Tusually hit one out of five "

Ian will be sadly missed by his family and his many, many friends.

Paul Gittins. Police T.T. Club .

.

J

Have you bcen watching the Olympics in
Athens, fantastic Stadiums, could we produce venues
like them, if' we get the 2012 Olympics, T can see the
doubters putting so many restrictions on cost that any
flare in designs will be snuffed out, still, cvery year
scems to get more lavish, I could be wrong.

I have spent a lot of time looking at the Table
Tennis schedules on the BBC interactive channels,
walching some TT on the TV. ( how about one of those
Olympic tables!) also trawling through the ETTA web
site for anything relating to English players without
success, 1've been checking on the Olympic results
pages, without success, then [ found a little article in
the TTNews, saying that no Great Britain player had
qualified for the Olympics, what a sad state of affairs.

But the article went on to sav that we do have
a qualifying table tennis tcam in the disabled Paralym-
pics which take place in Athens 18™ o 28" Septem-
ber at the same venues as the main Olympics, we have
an 8 strong squad which includes Scott Robertson and
Lynne Riding from our focal Greenbank Club.

The 8 strong GB tcam includes James Raw-
son, Neil Robinson and Stefan Trofan, Silver medal-
lists in the class 3 tcam event in the Sydney 2000
Paralympics, the trio were runncrs-up with France in
Sydney, and will get the opportunity to go one better
in Athens. This will be Scott Robertson’s second Para-
Iympics, his tcam mate Amie Chan will be trying to
add to the team Bronze he won in Seoul in 1988 and a
Bronze in Barcelona in 1992.

The squad will be supported by the GB Team
coach Manager Steve Ward with coaches Andrew
Horsfield and Andrew Eden. Steve Ward performance
Director for the GB disabled table tennis team, said *
The competition in Athens will be tough, but all the
playvers who have qualified have been sclecied by the
BPA and have rcal medal chances” .

So hopefully there will be some TV. Cover-
age of the Paralympics table tennis where we can seg
some TT Medals coming home, so again, good luck to
the team, but enjoy the experience.

Editer
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BRIBAR TOP 12

At the Greenbank Acadamy, Aigburth

It 15 15 vears since the Top 12 Tournament
was plaved, and for Liverpooel to be given the chance to
stage the first afler so long was a bit of a bonus for local
plavers 1o sec something of the outside world of table
tennis. sadly not all that many could be bothered, a pity
because the Greenbank Acadamy was sel up in a very
professional way, with ticred seating sct up to give specta-
tors an cxcellent view of all the 6 tables at once.

It was staged over 3 days, 12 men and 12 women,
plaving their own gender, in a league format, so every
plaver playing 1} matches, so you could go on any day and
sce all the players in action during your visit.

It couldn’t be said that it was strictly the “Top 127
duc to some of the top plavers dropping out due to injuries
or “other commitments’, but al least the top man was there,
Matthew Sved. the No. 1 veleran John Hilton, and as a
taster of the futurc of English TT, the top 3 Cadet boys,
Paul Drinkhall. Darius Knight and Bradlcy Evans, names
vou will no doubt see a lot of in the future. The ladies were
led by England No 3 Helen Lower with Cadel No.l
Lauren Springthorpe, @ number of top juniors, and local

plaver Clare Peers, from Bath 5t., ranked 22 in England.

With the Commonwealth championships due in

‘[Jung, England head coach Stcen Hanson was at the Top 12
!| possibly to see how the jumiors plaved against the sentors.

Mat Syved cventually won the men’s top prize of

. £750, being a class above evervone else, but being the

gentleman he is, never plaved to dominate, but always in
control, his toughest match though was probably against
voung Paul Drinkhall. who took him o 3 games, Paul
feading 7-2 in the 3%, before Mat moved up a gear to win,
Paul finally finishing the toumament in 2. Spot.

Local plaver Clare Peers didn’t reach her normal

istandard. and 1 think she was probably a shade disap-

pointed with her weekend play, Helen Lower finally win-
ning the top Women's prize of £6(K),

Hopefully Liverpool will be asked to Host the
Top 12 again and that more Liverpool players will take the
opportunity to watch a veryv well organised tournameni. 1
enjoyved it, what more can [ say!!
Eduor.
The players who tock part were-:
Senior Men. --M. Syed (1), A. Rushton (10);5. Holland
(18).]. Hilton (23).A. Wuraola (29); M. James (33);, A.
Wilkinson (37);
Junior Bovs -:C.Bryant (3)%.A.Bleakly (6);
Cadets-:P.Drinkhall (13;D.Knight (2}; B.Evans (3)
Sentor Women -:H.Lower (3}, G. Walker (3). N. Bawden
(11); C. Peers {22)
Junior Girls -.J. Parker (1), K.Sibley (4); A.Embling (35);
L. Spink (8): K.Shepherd (9), G Chapman (10);
Cadet Girls - L. Springthorpe (1).
National rankings in brackets ()

The Greenbank Acadamy, 6 tables and plenty
of tiered seating for spectators

S T E A >2C OO S

Cherith Graham of Bootle J.C. “A” plaved for
England Schools U18s in the Home Internationals in
Limerick Ireland at the ond of June, plaving in two plaver
tcams, Cherith and partner Claire Wilson, got third place
in the U18 girls team event from the six country tourna-
mend

Liverpool School. Our Lady High School . won
an under 18°s National Div.4S  Championship, in their
first scason, coached by Dave Graham,

The following is part of the {inal day report from
Malcolm McParland of the ETTA on the Furopean Youth
Champtenships in Budapest, 1've included it to highlight
the fulure of our [nternational Table Tennis

The Europecan Youth Championships for 2004
are now frmshed, final English interest was limited to
Craig Brvant m his quest for the Junior Boys Consolation

Title, unfortunately it was not to be as Craig went down
against Niagol Stovaney of [taly in the Semi Final

To look back at the Event as a whole. A Silver
medal in the Cadet Bovs Team Event has been a long time
coming,, abont 20 years. but with the England tcam
leading Francc 2-0 in the Final, the wm seemed on the
cards, only for France o win the next 3 1o take Gold. [
expect the whole England tcam will be a little disap-
pointed to have got so close to [ndividual Mcdals without
clarming any.

That being sasd there are great signs of improve-
ment in the Cadet Bovs and Junior Girls, The Junior Girls
tcam is likely to be relatively unchanged for a further year
and a [0th place was a improvement on last vear's 13th.
The Cadct Bows also have another vear as both Paul
Drinkhail and Darius Knight have very luckv birthdavs
under the lst January age groups, and they must be
hoping to go one better next vear
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NETS & EIDGES

Ken Armson MBE.

For some years the league
have worked closely with the Council
Sport & Recreation Development Sec-
tion and table tennis is imcluded in
their sports development programme.
As part of that involvement we receive
support for evonts and also keep push-
ing for a dedicated table tennis centre
and although ours is a minority sport
we keep trying. So as our representa-
tive it was with some surprise I learnt
of a meeting apparently organised by
two City Councillors and attended by
two members of the league who play
no part in the running of our league
plus our Chairman and a couple of
others who are not part of our league
and presumably not supporters of table
tennis. The league knew nothing of
this meeting and 1 doubt the two
Councillors, one of whom apparently
chaired this unofficial meeting know
much, if anything, about table tennis.
No minutes appear to have been pro-
duced, this was not a Council led initi-
ative or the result of our request for
our own centre, neither were the Sport
& Recreation Service involved or rep-
resented. So why should two Council-
lors with no interest in table tennis and
withoul any discussion or notification
to our league suddenly decide we
should have a dedicated table tennis
centre. Has it anything to do, 1 won-
der, with the fact that they are in-
volved with the Vemon Sangster
Sports Centre, an independent centre
rue by a Trust that is under threat of
closure and if rumour is correct short
of funds and who see us as a vehicle to
obtain funds for their ncw centrc. You
may not agree with me but to me there
is a strong smell of something not
quite right and until these people come
out into the open and get involved in
open discussion with all intorested
partics and have the blessing and sup-
port of the City Council we should
have nothing to do with this scheme
and must not allow ourselves to be-
come someonc else’s bullet. Ycs, we
want a Centre. Yes, we belicve onc 1s
nceded but we want it on our terms not
the terms of those whose motives may
not stand up to closer scrutiny,

Proposed changes to the serv-
ice law were not carried at the ITTF

those who blatantly serve straight off
the hand and in doing so cheat.

We now have a new RDO
but not the ETTAs first choice who
was unsuceessful in her attempt to
obtain a work permil and the post was
offered to Andrca Holt who is now in
situ and hopes to build on the work of
her predecessor, Martin Ireland.

My piece on Eddie Crowley
has reached wider readership having
been inciuded in the recent issue of
the Vetts magazine so making Eddic
Crowley a well-known name. But for
Eddic the wheel turned a full circle as
when umpiring in the Blackpool 3
Star he also inadvertently put the
wrong player down as winner but on

megting but more surprisingly the pro- this occasion the error was spotted

posal to put in placc a timctable to
eliminate the usc of fast giue was. So
the glue users of whom there are many
have been given due notice but the
don’t throw the ball up, the throw it
back and shield the ball brigade will no
doubt feel they have been given the all
clear to continue flouting the service
law. These the worst offenders are

and the correct winner went through.

Also included in that same issue
was a piece from the 1* Division
notes Paul’s joke about PW getting
star billing. There is, howcver, no
truth in the rumour that the Editor of
the Vetts magazine has signed Paul up
as a Columnist fo write similar com-
menls about their members.

Tom Creevy,
( Wavertrce Labour )
newly appointed as a
Local umpire has now
moved on  having
passed with flying col-
ours the ETTA County
Umpire and is now a |
qualified county Um-
pirc and to the best of
my knowledge the
youngest ETTA
County umpire. He
will recetve his badge
at our AGM and hopes
to become a National
Umpire in two years
time. Well done, Tom.

Tom, receiving his badge from County
Chairman Stan Clarke at the AGM

Incidentally our Icague probably has more qualified umpires than any
other local lcague as we currently have 7 active umpires, 8 if we include
Tom Purcell who 1s still working in London and 9 if we include Brran

Leeson who although retired from T

T is nevertheless a qualified umpirc.
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i| not paid the £7 entrance fee.

Since the election of a new
Chairman of the ETTA I have pon-
dered on whether or net this has been
a good thing or a bad and until the
publication of the last issue of Table
Tennis News i was still unable to
make my mind uwp. Thal has now
changed and 1 am sansfied we did
make the right decision but have te
add that recent events in which [ was
mvobved have also indicated that our

1 new Chairman may have feet of clay

and gives the kitchen a by pass when it
gets too hot,

Did vou get sucked in and
pay £7 to watch the cvent played at
Greenbank and advertised as the Top
12?7 The title bore little resemblance
to the Top [2 the plaver kst being
morg 1 keeping with the Top 24, but
it did include the Top 12 women, well,
almost, and so I suppose could possi-
blv justify us title but only if vou had
The
attendance was poor, most of those
present being either with the players
or ont freebies and anvone not present
on Sunday missed the best match of
the weekend when England’s best ca-
det. Paul Drinkhall, narrowly failed to
bring Matthew Sved to his knees after
lcading 2-0) and being 7-2 up in the 3t
only (o see Matthew drag himself
back from the brink of defeat and take
the 5 game. In the end it was alt
about expenience but the measure of
Paul’s ability at such a young age can
be gauged by the fact that only two
other plavers were successful in tak-
ing a game off Matthew and Paul beat
both of them 3-0. We mav well have
been watching a future English Senior
champion whilst still a junior or even
a possible future European champion.

1 attended the ETTA AGM
and il was quitc an eve opener not to
mention a completc wastc of time and
gave mg ¢ven more reason to believe
wc made the right decision when we
elected a ncw Chairman and Manage-
ment team. The ousted team wasting
2 hours raising spurious questions on
the Management Report. It was like
watching a human puppet show with
the ex chaimian acting as puppct mas-

ter and his ex tcam taking it in tumn to
respond to his string pulling,

A resolution seeking to have
the option to play 11 or 21 up put back
in the ETTA Laws of table tennis was
resoundingly defeated at the ETTA
AGM 8,714 for 26,609 agamst. The
best of 3 21 up has now been consigned
to the history books and we can now
get on with full adjustment to a change
most of us never wanted and one that
some may never get to like. It will take
tme but it is now here to stay.

Mo one is irreplaccable but the
proof that some are more irreplaceable
than others was proven at the ETTA
AGM the sudden death of Tony Wick-
ens, the pivotal member of the Rulcs
and Standing Orders Commitige, re-
quiring others to take over his role and
not making a very good job of it. A
member holding a proxy for a league
who had submitted a resolution was

our divisions. Many other leagues
operate with smaller divisions and
balance this with a later or carlier
start or a mixture of both. Smaller
divisions will also lead to more com-
petitive divisions. Think about it and
ask vour club to put forward changes
to cope with anv reductien 1n teams.

The new seasou finds us
with some new venues brought about
by the heaviest venue loss in any
season, Marconi closing down sooner
than expeeted and Waterloo and Liv-
erpool YMCA also going to the wall.
Walerloo  were  unccremoniously
kicked out by their parent tennis ¢lub
wilh YM, who thought they had been
given a 12 month reprieve, gelting
their marching orders forthwith,
Team and player losses have fol-
lowed only one Waterloo team re-
maining. Marconi  have new
premises but with only 2 match
nights and one of those allocated to

allowcd 1o withdraw it on their behalf LBH matches they will need 1o dou-

and then allowed by the Chairman to
launch into a lengthv discourse on the
withdrawn item with no imtervention
from the SOC mcmber to prevenl this
blatant procedural breach. There were
a number of other gaffs that Tony
Wickens would never have allowed
and 1 suspect he would also have
blocked the attempt by the ¢x chairman
and his colleagues to hijack the meet-
ing with a multitude of spurious gucs-
tions on the Management committee
report accompanied by much waffhing
on their part.

Last scason our 3% division
startcd off with 9 teams finishing with
only 7 and as a leaguc we need to look
at our divisional set up as it is past its
scll by datc. The Management Com-
mittee again spent a great deal of time
on this and although our rules allow
them to change the number of tcams
per division they were naturally reluc-
tant to change to smaller divisions as
this would involve tcams going down.
Faced again with a reduced division 5
they have opted for this division to play
cach other 3 times using an additional
fixture list for these matches but with a
reducing number of teams the time has
come for us to review how we set up

ble up on matches using the same
room if thcy have multiple tcams.
Never an easy option, as | found out
wher we lost our premiscs. This
brings us face to face with the ever
increasing need lo have ocur own
headquarters capable of holding at
least ten courts, run by the league and
avaiiable to us 24 hours a day. Stilla
pipe dream and none have heeded my
repeated warnings.

I relereed the NW NJL
championships organised by Bryan
Woearden in St Helens and viewed
with envy the squad of willing volun-
teers helping him.  Theyv set the
venug up the previous day, helped out
with table managing and did therr
share of umpiring when we ran short
of player umpires. When it was time
to start dismantling they were agatn
eager and willing and scon cleared
the arca. Tables were put away and
court surrounds rolled up and secured
in bundles in no time. They provide
the same support at coaching sessions
and T certainly cnvied Bryvan. Would
vou believe that Kevin Dolder was
also one of Brvan's willing volun-
teers? Contrast this with our leaguc
where we often struggle to get
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etough velunteers to set up for our ply of spare paper for fuiure page scason for the L&C league commenc-
tournaments, have very litile assist- changes and this will avoid having to ing on 1% July of each year and the
ance running them and when it comes do a full reprint every time we amend meeting at which this decision was
time to dismantle the courts we are our rules. It will now be up to clubs and made having taken place in August.

generally left with the same fow icam captains to ensure they keep their The words

Mickey Mouse again

workers and most of them are com- copy updated and in good condition spring to mind.

mittee members. We receive even and have it available for reference at
fess assistance with coaching as no matches.

one appears interested in ensuring the
future of table tennis and our league
and in Liverpool.

The 1% division gained them-
selves an unenviable record for Week
—_——— 14 of last season two of the six matches

Democracy does not get being conceded as walkovers by Mar-
much of a look in in many sections of coni and Harold House a 3" having
the ETTA, the Chairman of its sub apparently been postponed only for the
commitices being appointed by the Police to make it a hat trick of walko-
Vice Chairman of the relevant depart- vers by conceding the re-amranged
ment. They in turn sclect their own match.
committce members with some com-
mittees at times behaving as if they, We are fortunate in that our
not the ETTA, are the goveming League is well run, well organised and
body, Some appearing to have little we try to do things correctly. I experi-
interest or concern about what we the enced at first hand just what can hap-
members want as they believe thev pen in a league when these important
know better than we do. A prime aspects are not present when [ attonded
example of this being the decision of what was supposed to be a Special
the Marketing Committee to remove General Meeting of the Lancashire
the U21 event from Grand Prix tour- &Cheshire Leagne. At best it was
naments and replace this with a junior poorly attended, badly run and poorly
event. The Grand Prix commiitee organised and at worst it resembled a
were strongly against this change but Mickey Mouse puppet show. Rules
the Marketing Committee steamroll- and their application may not always
ered over their objections the Vice please us but they are there for the
Chair of Marketing seeking and ob- well-being of all members of any or-
taining the support of the Manage- ganisation but that was not the view
ment Commiticc to enforce this being expressed by some in attendance
change. Fortunately democracy of a who saw them as being tiresome and to
sort does exist within the National be changed whenever it took their
Council and the Management Com- fancy.
mittee and the Chair of Marketing got —_————
abloody nose this change being over- Last season a league failed to
whelmingly rejected. To make the turn up for a match against a Liverpool
pomnt, last year we had an cntry of 60 tcam. This was apparently awarded to
for our GP U2l event its IS replace- Liverpool, the away team concerned
ment has only attracted an enirv of 37 appealing against this decision of the
so clearly someone either did not do L&C committee. We were not repre-
thetr homework or other interests sented or invited to attend the Appeal
were at work. Board whose decision went against the

_— L&C rules, which state an away team

There has been much in the cannot postpone a match, and decreed
press of late about cronyism in poli- this match must be replayed. This
tics, just as well the press don’t show decisiorn was never implemented and
much interest in TT as cronyism is now out of the blue a letter has been
also prevalent within the ETTA. received from the L&C league com-

—_—— mittee informing us that they have now

Thanks io the input and ef- decided this match must be replayed
forts of Roly Wright we now have a and at a ncutral venue. This, bear in
[oose-leaf rulebook and an ample sup- mind. is a match played last season, the

{|Golf playing members of the

4 )
Just a reminder of the Golf
Tournament Pcter Camey and

Paul Morgan have arranged for the

L&DTTLeague.

To be plaved at Lee Park Golf
Club on Saturday 4th. September
2004. Tee off times are from 1-30
pin. Full details were printed in the
last Digest in March. Pecter and
Paul need to know numbers for
finalising arrangements, so would
anyone who wishes to take part
and has not already contacted Pe-
ter, please do so ASAP,

Peter can be contacled on -
0151 426 3625,

It would be appreciated if
CLUB Secretaries would
contact any

known
‘golfers’ in
our club, as
fo this re-
miinder,
Thanks!

By the time most players read this
Digest the tournamaent will have
already taken place, Peter informs
me that he intends to make it an
annual event with the date depend-
ing on the feed back he gets, so if|
vou have missed this one due to
holidays or other commitments,
contact Peter or Paul with next
years tournament in mind

Editor

. y

Do anv players wonder why there
isn’t very much in the Digest on

local club news, casy, clubs send
in very hittle news to the Digest!!
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FINAL LEAGUE TABLES SEASON 2003 - 2004

- HahS. G

Division 5 P WD L Bs
%vemee Tabog'F ]4 |13 _.0_1__}__11'—7
 Grearbank M0 1 3] a3
Mgnll'C 491 4 &
HoldHose'B (14 7 1| 6 @ |
 dighen'd 1[??73’7'7'7"6)5
Mgl T "Tm 3129 51

" Merseysick Police 'C ;14 4 _' 119 #
. BahSH :'14\ 101:12] 36

Division 1 r DL Prs Division 2 P W D L Pis
" Liverpool IMCA | 22 21; 011168 | | BoolleJC A 20016 1] 3136
T Watertoo | 2215 3| 4| 138 Marweb A’ 20016, 1| 321133
| Lwverpool YMCA 4’ 2202 1|9 us Cadwa 'A’ 20014 2| 4| 131
 koras (22010 4| 81 118 | Marweb 20012, 1| 7 |120
Cadwa 221207 2 10T (18] | Liverpool YMCa 'B* [ 20131 2 | 5 | 118 |
T Bath St47 22120 2 | 10| 116 | | Merseyside Police 4" | 20101 6 | 4| 113
 BanSt 2012 1|9l us| | Fordsa 200212 16} 81
" Wanertree Labour | 22°10 1 | 111 114 | | Boodle JC |20\ 6| 1 131 80
' Harold House |22 11| 1 |10 I08 Marcomi ‘4’ 20[3 )4 13 7
. Merseyside Police 122+ 8 | 2 1121 98 | Bath 5t 'B' 2005|2131 72
- %‘,’c"i’?‘” B ,l%‘? RN 19? 62 .v_- Waterloo ‘A’ 201 2| 0, ]8: 42
} Marconi 221 l 20' 47 a Wavertree Labour ‘A’ records expunged
Division 3 P W D L Pis Division 4 P W D L Ps
3777&6"}‘5@}15‘&1‘6 Police B 122716 2 L4152 LIVBFPOOI YMCA C7 22 2000 211475
 Mamweb B ;ffzz‘f 050205 | 143|| Maghtl 4 _'_257"}5_:_'5___3__1'7_4_
Cachwa " NIRRT Harold House 4" | 22191 2 | 1 | 471
| Bootle YMCA 2211670 6 [ 136 | | Waveree abour D' | 22| 10] 5 | 7 | 122
Bath St 'C’ 2241 4 7| 13411 Bootle}MCA A’ |221 6|97 108
 Wavertree Labour B | 22|11, 4| 7 | 107 || Wavertree Labour 22| 8 | 3 111, 103
Bath 5t 'D* 2219 49| 104 Maghell B 122193110 97
 Cadwa B’ 22| 6: 3 i3 9  Bath 5t 'K 22: 71312 96
 Wavertree Labour ' | 22| 71 3112, 91 | Aigburth 122, 6| 4|12] 87
Manweb " 12213 2 :17] 78 Linacre 22035114 74
Marconi "’ 22041 3115 78 Cadwa "D’ 22 4] 6112] 71
B Waterloo B 221' 2" '1 19! 50| Bath St '+ 2210 2120 42

Sth.div.

Rea)rds[);argad ]

lcam catries is known at the handbook meeting.

ﬂyj understanding of the promotion and re[egation\
issues are thal the botlom two tcams arc relegated, and
the top two teans are promoted, but after clarification of
this rule last season, in the case of a division where a
tcam has dropped out during the season, only one team
will be relegated, with the top two teams from the next
division promoted to make the correct div. strength. So
Div. 3 will require 3 teams to be promoted from the
4th.div. to make the numbers up, (only one team came
down from the 2nd.). The same situation arises in the
dth.div. Two teams down and three promoted from the

Which highlights the problem of the 5th. Div. even
morg, having lost a team through the season. A complete
@xraisal can't be done until the possibility of new

_/
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