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First of all T would like
to take this opportunity to wel-
come Mr Bill Fawley as our
new President of the L&DTTL,
Bill was approached during the
summer if he would be pre-
pared to undertake the Presi-
dents role, and TI'm told,
accepted  immediately. Bill
played table tennis many yecars
ago, and must have been pretty
b good, as he managed a few

games representing the City,
and of course, is the main sponsor for our own closed
tournament. [ don’t think Bill is prepared just to be a
figurchead, as he has attended both Man. Com. Meetings
recently, while still finding his feet (League wise) his
input is most helpful.

The new season is now well under way, and has
already brought a few administrative problems, as the
Digest Editor, the Cup Secretary and member of the
Management Committee, I’'m having to read the League
Rules more than ever due to more instances of, to put it
mildly, lack of knowledge of the rules, and also “trying
to get around them”. This season all clubs were given the
latest printout of the League Rules, in a handy size
Filofax type Diary, one for every ieam captain as well as
the Club Secretary. It would take about 15 minutes to
read through the rules, just to get a rongh idea what they
are about, and if followed, to save any dxsagmemmts
later, rules are for every ones benefit.

At the first Man. Com. Mesting of the season, 2
controversial subjects came up, one a case of wrongdo-
ing, the other a case of possible unfair advantage.

The first was from the first round of the Divi-
sional Cup, a 1% div. home team decided théy couldn’t
play the match and contacted the away team to give the
walkover, but then the home team decided to send in 2
match card (unknown to the away team) to say that the
away team had won by 5-1, this-obvicusly to save a fine.
This misdemeanour was picked up by the fixture secre-
tarv on two counts, only the home captain had signed the
card, (natch regulation 15 requires both captains to sign
the card), but also an ineligible player had been entered
into the away teams list, so the innocent away team could
easily have been disqualified from the cup, so we have
two rules involved here, match regulation 7 “no club

shalf play an ineligible player; or send in as having taken
part in a match, the name of a player who did not do so0™
and Penalties and protests Rule 19a, “any team playing
an incligible player in a cup maich shall forfeit the
match”. But the fixture Sec. decided to check this out,
and his call to the captain of the away team started what

turned out to be about 18 telephone calls involving the
home team sec., the away team sec. the two team’ cap-
tains, the Cup sec. the League sec. the fixture sec. a
ridicutous amount of chasing around to get the facts, all
to save a basic fine, we know everyone prefers to play the
matches, but lets be above board, what started as a take a
chance card has caused a lot of extra work for a lot of
people, and a hefty fine for the offending club.

The other subject is a possible case of unfair
advantage, again in the cup, but this time the Frank
Murphy Trophy, at preseat Clubs can enter any number
of teams with enough players to cover, the draw is made,
the matches played, once a player has played, he is “cup
tied” and cannot play for another team, Vet. Cap Regula-
tion Rule 6. “no player may play for more than one
team”. But where & club has teams playing each other
and one team gives the other team a walk over, for
whatever reason, and no players arc entered on the card,
( at present, no requirement to do so), alf those players go
through to the next round, is this an unintentional advan-
tage! Do we noed a Rule change to reguire clubs entering
teams, to list players to a team, when that team goes out

‘so do 3 of those players listod on a match card, your

ﬂmughuonﬂmﬁcymmmyforﬁwussmn

it:ssan‘lmvmousqummthatourﬁxtum
size secretary “enjoys giving outfines”, | know that isn’t true,
but he does have to abide by the Rules (as existing) of the

‘League. We can’t expect him to be Jadge and Jury over

why rules aré contravened. If a team plays short, an
automatic fine, he would sooner they playad a full team,
forthe sake of ﬂne'opponmts we can’t expect him to pass
judgement on the reasons given for playing short, as this
would open him to possible accosations of favouritism.
Late cards lead to another fine which could be avoided if
cards were posted straight away. Lost cards, but who’s
lost them. Playing ineligible players, with the hefiy pen-
alty points that go with this one, we know no club does
this knowingly, but if a player’s registration is not with
the League Secretary before he plays, he is an ineligible
player, no “ifs” or “buts”. When a club registers a player
after the season starts, ii would always be safe to check
that the registration had been received and accepted
before he plays. It has already happened this season, with
aclub being penalised twice, for playing an unregistered
player in two games before it was picked up, tha réason
being that the second match card arrived before the first,
but the rules are there for the safeguard of sll-téams, if as
it seems, people don’t agree with the level of fines, let’s
change the rules, it’s as casy as that

The three clubs who finished last scasor with
the threat of “find new premises or dishand’, have aft
managed to save the day, and aﬂammwblmhed in
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Church as Linacre, m Watcrloo, the club did break up a
bit {playcr wisc) with only the 1% tcam playing from
herc, most of the other players moving to other clubs.
Liverpool YMCA are piaying in commercial premiscs
off Long Lane, Aintrcc, thanks to one of their members,
Lawrence K., but the players have worked overtime to
clean the rooms up, decorate them, and [il ncw lighting,
they will miss the wide open space of the old YMCA,
bul the spacc is on a par with some other clubs, and they
have the added bonus of use of the premises 24 hours a
day 7 days a week, you can’t ask for morc (han that, the
YM also have anew secretary i the shape of Steve Kee,
who with Mikacl Bellec, will kecp the club in front. Ex
secretary George Smith has moved on to Cadwa to help
with their shortage of players. Last Club, Marconi. are
now playing from Childwall Methodist Church, a big
hail. with two matches in the same room, so lots of
respect and patience needed from players for the other
match going on. So thanks to thosc club Secs. whe have
pat in the cxtra work through the summer months.

The 5* division started the season in alittlc bit
of confusion, even though fixture Sce. Trevor Owens
had spent loads of time to devisc a fixture list based on
the cxpecled 8 tcams. so that thev would get regular
games. (not like last season), as soon as the season
started, there were clubs cancelling games, and then
Policc *C” dropping out of the League, to once again
bring the prospecl of free weeks for the other clubs. |
wouldn't mind but a club were looking at the prospect
of putting another leam into the 5% | but it would have
been impossible to organise a fixture list with the addi-
tional tcam. {9 teams) at short notice.

Aungust Bank Holiday was again the date of the
Liverpool Grand Prix at the Liverpool Teanis Cenlre,
with over 2350 entrics, Scotland’s Euan Walker won the
Men’s singlcs titlc. beating Michael Rogala of Poland in
the Final, . Clarc Newns won the women’s band |
singles, and Brenda Buocy won the Vets. Women, both
playvers from Bath St. TT Club. Thanks again to the
small band of helpers who set up and dismaniled all the
the equipment that makes this event possible.

The next big lournament in Liverpool is the
City of Liverpool Junior 4 Star toumament, Sat./ Sun. §
and 9" Janvary 2004 at the Greenbank Academy, so to
see {he stars of tomorrow, and somc who are already
class acls, make a point of going,, it’s {rce to watch

Once again, the old adage “many hands make
light work™ anvonc able to help with the selling up clc.
plcase contact Arthur Gamett, Ken Armson, myscll, or
any ofthe Man. Com.

You will be pleased to know our Divisional
wrilers are again al full strength | Paul has agroed to
carry on with Div. 1, as we couldn’t get a volunlecr to
cover, Svlvia 1s silll m Div.2. for the 10 vear it secems.
Tony Harris’s leam was promoled to the second div. so
Steve Kee from Liverpool YMCA has accepted the
challenge for Div, 3. Div. 4 welcomes Stan Clarke who

has taken over from Steve Perry, and Doug Baker takes
Div 3 off me, thank goodness, Doug assurcs me, the ink
hasn't dried up in his pen, remember thosc cpics! So
many thanks to those who have gone, and thanks to
those who now have the cards

My team mates al Bootle YM, have asked me
why has my photo in the Editorial got biggcr each
Digest, they can be forgiven [or the misconceptions they
have formed, (big head), not having the vast media
experience that I have, ( 3 years and stilt leaming!),
when 1 tell them that it’s to [ill ap the ‘white space’, they
look at me with that blank disbelicving look, I reckon
they owe me a few pints.

We welcome three new names who have re-
cently appeared on maltch cards m the third division,
Michacl Rogala, {(Poland), Yann Sladek, (France), and
Robin Ashleigh, T {irst heard of Michael Rogala playing
in the recent Liverpool Butterfly Grand Prix, where he
[inishcd up narrowly losing to Scotland’s Euan Walker,
n the Final in 5 games. On the way to the Final,
Michacl accounted for Craig Brvant in 5, and Fabio
Mantegazza from Milan, in 4. So. what must be termed
a “coup” for the Greenbank Club, Michael may appcar
at the other cnd of the table in division 3. Yann Sladck,
now playing for Cadwa ‘B’, will stiffen up whal was
alrcady a strong team. Yann has been a regular league
plaver in the Pars area, but is now studving at the
J M University in Liverpool. He was so nearly a Bootlc
YMCA playcr, appearing at our club one cvening during
a league malch: he said he lived in Aigburth, bat it only
took him 20 minutes to get to Bootle, and that he was
keen 1o sign, we thought he must mean "20 minutcs from
the JMU", so afier a chat in the bar after the match, he
Ieft (o catch the bus jusi around the comer, which he
knew the tinte of from the timetable, (remember the days
tong ago. of gelting to matches on the bus!), and we
were left with the rosy prospect of some new voung
blood. Unfortunately, a couple of days later | had an
¢-mail rom Yann saving he had decided to decline our
offer as it had taken him 3 hours (o walk home that night,
the bus didn’t turn up. surprisel. We should have told
him not to rely on the bus time table, as sometimes the
drivers don’t follow ii either, but we could assure him
he wouldn't have to walk homc again!, but at lcast he
has signed for anather League team (CADWA). Another
student from the JMU, is Robin Ashlcigh, now plaving
for Liverpool YMCA “C”, another class plaver T'm told,
coincidentally Robin and Yann met in match 7. Yann
winning in 5. So another stiff season for Div. 3. There
arc a few more ncw names in other divisions, so wel-
come to them also.

Don’t forget. if you, as members, have any
disagreements with any of the Leaguc Rules as they
sland, you must send in any proposals or amendwmenis
for the Preluminary AGM Agenda, by the last Saturday
in February, through vour club scerciary, full details
are given i Rule 9 (a). page 3 of the new Rule Book.
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10 YYears Ago

["ve been asked about doing an “all our vester-
days™ tvpe page. and whilc thinking “what a good idca’,
i have also thought of the input needed lo do i, and also
the space required. as we always seem to be able to fill
the space available. (24 pages). But now that this Digest
1s under wav. and while I'm waiting (or the retum of
the Div. writers reports. 1 decided to give it a go. using
a Digest exactly 10 vears old which I happened to have
on loan from John Higham. Vol 49 No. 1. there arc lots
of intcresting snippets. which most plasers still plaving
will be able to relate to. too many really. but hopeflully |
can gct a fair cross scetion of comments, (amy conunents
as I go along, will be in bold italics)

Jack Lambert was Editor then, aided by Ken
Armson (before his title), this Digest was memorable
for the changes that look place exactly 10 vears ago.
Jacks Editorial spoke of the worry that the Digest was
“taking too much money out of the Leagues coffers™.
that was for 4 x A4 pagos, vou now get 6, 11 those days,
the Digest was put together by a voluntcer typist { usu-
alhv Jack’s wilc) then passed Lo the printer for printing.
The advent of Home Computers has made what must
have been a dilficull (keep the cost down) job for the
volunteers of the dav into something more visually re-
warding.

Anvway, 11} vears ago, fixture secretary for a
“loralora” vears, Eddie Cameron stepped down 1o be
replaced by heroing of the day Paula French; and
Leaguc organising secretary for 39 years, John McKim,
gives notice of stepping down after this coming scason.

Last scason, English Electric finally closed the
doors on their Sports and Social Club, and with it the
table tennis, which in its hevday, had supported 6 tcams
under fack Lambert, the (irst team had just ran away
with the 2™ Div. title and resurfaced in the 94/95 sea-
son as Walcrloo, 1a the first Div , the trauma of the up-
heaval must have been (oo much, as they lost all of the
first 10 matches. Ken Armson was also Div. | wriler
and was questioning the “sudden changes in direction
by our League planners™ regards promotion and relcga-
tion, (have times changed).

The [irst season for Manweb after M M 'S
enforced absence. throwing their first tcam into turmaoil
culminating in disqualification from thc Readman cup
for plaxing an incligible plaver.

Ken Jackson was having a great scason beating
among others. Keith Williams. Chris Ford, Peter Tay-
lor. Bernic Wentworih. but going down to Julian Quirk
of Bootle L.C. { Julfian is now making « comeback with
B.J.C and doing pretty good).

Ken finishes his report with “Next issue [ will
dcal with the rclegation issuc in greater detail™. look out
soreane!

Div. 2 had a new writer. Svlvia Graham, (F
wonder if Svivia realises it’s 10 yeary doing Div. 2, she
was also doing others before that, she's still doing «
good job!). “Congratulations to David Cohen”, writes
Svlvia “for completcly re-writing Jewish's fixtures and
issuing a really thick while paper™, (has David been
doing it for that long, some things never change!). As
now, Sylvia's format ends with her ‘good wins. closc
matches & face savers’, Aere’s a few, Brenda Buoey
and Paula French boih beal Eddie Clem in the same
match, (7 wonder if Eddie remembered there were la-
dies present), and a {ace saver, George Higham beat
Steve Woods_ 22/ -25/23.

Editor jack, had to do Div. 3, still awaiting a
volunteer, T cven get a mention off Jack. for writing
comments on the maich card,(didn’t think I'd been
captuin that long, shaws what the rest of the team are
getting away witht), and I must mention this bit, Jack
writes “A 10-0 win [or Bootle YM over Bath St. “B”,
but a couple of corking pamcs, Karcn Gibson losing
18in (ke 3" to Tom Kilip, and Billy Clayvton 22-24 to
Roly Wnight in the 3™, with a couple of walkovers. as
Billy wasn't too well, (sorry Bill, must have been hav-
ing to put rabber on your bat, couldn’t imagine win-
ning against your varnished one!)

Div. 4 turns out to have Tony Connor writing
what was a lengthy sct of notes, (raust remember that
Tony), Steve Graham leading a strong Cadwa "C team
on top of the division, Eric Young has becn spotted tryv-
ing tus hand with Curl, Tony mentions a classic malch
of attack v defence. Kathy Havdon's attacking styvlc just
petting the better of Mikc Ashton’s retrieving, Mike
Hughes. (likc Tony Sales) combmcs long pimples back-
frand with forceful allacking lorshand spin. (het Mike
liked that vne, he's still got the bat). Linacre had to
contend with a good start to the scason, then losing
Harrv Reeves 1o the sea. (butf whether it was he had a
1T table on the ship, or the roll of the sea, he was still
hard to beat on his retarn for the second half).

What's thig, Arthur Garnett doing Div, 5,

Arthur has quickly spotted that Div.§ is made up with
sood plavers, average players, and new plavers learning
the ropes. (rot many of the latter these days), Arthur
say s “Ken Armson is undefeated with his new bat. men-
tion it to him and he’ll say it’s legal"(Ken'’s still sayping
that now, but svervene’s used to it ;and he's still hard
to heat, ask Eddie (). Special thought for Barmy Mever
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dedication to the gamc — must tell the wife! A penalty
point was awarded against a plaver for conlinuoushy
stamping his feet when serving, (ungentlemanly con-
duct}). I trust that this was done in a friendly manner
and lollowed a waming Arthur’s final point was a re-
mark made to him about an umpire in a match. shout-
ing support to his team male in between points, (my
thoughts are that while cach game is in progress, the
umpire should just umpire the game, and be as im-
partial as possible, If you are the vociferous coach of
the team, don’t umpire ).

Last page of the Digest had an cxplanation
from Paula on how to fill in the match card fully, we
still have some problems with card filling!

So that was 10 years ago, that scasons Digests
were lo be the last of Jack Lambert’s Editorship, after
27 years, of keeping the Digest going agamst the odds,

descrvedly stepping down for a rest, and the new Editor

{(Aigburth), who played in anatch two and a half hours was to be Ken Armson, the natural progression, with
atter being discharged from hospital after surgery. Such  his “threat” 1o adopt High-Tech methods (the PC no

doubt) to reduce costs, The new Digests were immedi-
ately different, prabably browbeating others to contrib-
ute general articles, and himself slarting his award
winning “Nets and Edges”, where, if 1 keep this page
going, is where I'll find most of my ‘amtenunition”.

The league tables al lhe back of this Digest had 4 divi-
stons of 12 and the fifth with 11 tcams, 12 maichcs

gone.
Div. 1 Wav.Lab. top Bootle J.C. A" bollom
Div.2 GPT. top Manweb "A’  bottom
Div.3  Watcrloo 'B” top  University bottom
Div.4  CADWA *C" top Aigburth bottom
Div. 5  Waterloo 'C" top Police ‘C’ bottom
Editor

——

1 Apology

1 I have mentioned in my Editorial how good it was to be at full strength with all the Divisional writ-
Eers, that’s still the case, 1 think, but at the time of going to the printers, ( 28th.Nov.) [ haven’t re-
1ceived anything from Divs. [ & 2, I did request fram all to have whatever copy in by 24. Nov. So

1 page numbering has pages 8.9.10.& 11 missing.

1'When I do receive late reports I will print out limited number of copies myself, and send to Secre-

Itaries of Divs. 1 & 2 after Christnas break.
I Editor
[}

A few ltems from a much longer F1TA Chairman's
November Newsletter, which may be of interesi to yvou.

3. Scoring System

The vote at this year's AGM for all competitive play
to be under the ITTF Laws is a major step forward in
conformity with the rest of the world.

4. Individual Registration

This continues to progress and it is hoped that we can
bring this info operation for the 2006/7 scason. 11 is
not a decision thal can be made easily and needs m-
volvement and support (rom the grass roots of our
sport. Further details on this will be circnlated in the
coming months including fce levels, benefits and cost-
ings.

5. Modernisation

We have taken a number of steps lo improve commu-
nications with the new wabsite and a new databasc
programmc should be functioning early in the New
Yoear. Our goal must be lo communicate with our
members as much as possible via email.

We have a number of issues to work on during the
coming 12 months and herc arc a lew cxamples.

(1) Individual Registrations

(1) Update of the ETTA Rule book mcluding a review
of the AGM voting procedures

(1) Improved Coaching Stratepy linking with the
Government Coaching Policies

(iv) Events Calendar

{v) Regional Commitices

(vi) Effective ETTA Database

(vit) More email communications

(viin} General improved communications and better
media cxposure

(1x) Volunteer Programme

(x) Skills Programme for schools

(xi) Performauce and Devclopment Cenlres across the
countrny

(xit) Changes in our Corporate Governance

Alex Murdoch
ETTA Chairman
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Match Secrectary

Don Davies

Kevin Dolder. Keith Wibliams
and John Rankin, gave Liverpool a
great boost in their quest to claim the
i.ancashirc and Cheshire Leaguc pre-
mier division titte for the ninth time
in ten vears. when they won all four
maiches in the opening group stage
of the 200405 competition at
the Autoguest Stadium in Widnes.

They kicked off with a 5-1 vie-
tory over Blackpool. (Kevin, adopt-
ing an awav from the table defensive
stvle. losing 1o Sicve Bevan), before
overcomimg Manchester. also for the
foss of just one set. Rankin going
down te Brian Clements. Bury were
their noxt victims, the East Lanca-
shire side's top plaver Paul Cicehell,
(a native of Norwich) being their star
man. beating Williams in the second
set before losing 11-8 in the fifth
game lo a relieved Dolder, who had
to pull out al! the stops agains{ one of
the best defenders in the
League. Their fourth epponents, Mid
Cheshire. without Brian and Mike
Johns, went down 6-0, which lell last
season's runncrs-up, with matches
against  Tameside, Oldham and
champions Bolton o come in March.

At the same time, the Liverpool
A team were in action at Accrington
in division two. with Alice Howard,
Dave Evans and Mikael
Betiee. all plaving for the first tine
for Liverpool at this level. They
turned in a tremendous show, beating
Trafford A 6-0, Halton A 35-
i. Blackburn 6-0 and Lancaster &
Morccambe 6-0. o top the division,
with soven matches still to play.

The Liverpool men's
team. Wilmott Cup finalists for the
pasi two vears in (he National Team
Champicnships. visit  Leamington
Spa m January, where theyv take on
the hosts and Nottingham, who
pipped Liverpool to the title two
vears ago. Thev need to {iish top or
rutiners-up in the group, to progress
to the sccond stage

In the J.M. Rose Bowl, the Liv-
erpoo)  women's  team.  naboual
champions i 2003 and runners up to
Wolverhaniplon last SCAsol.

also  make (he  journcy to
Noltingham, where they lace the
hosts. plus Birmingham

and Wirral, aiming to win at least two
malchcs to qualify for the penulti-
male group of matches in March.

The Liverpool veteran team,
winners of the Alee Brook Memaorial
Trophy in 2003, also play Leaming-
torn Spa and Nottingham on Saturday
December 18th, the top (wo going on
to the semi-final stages in February.

A iotal of ninc leagues have
entered the Pat Archdale Cup for
veteran women, Liverpool. North
Herts and Leiocster, all travelling on
December 18th to play former cham-
pions Wolverhampion.

The draw for the five competi-
tions hag not been kind to Liverpool.
vet again in the Carter Cup. our tcam
has to travel. This 15 first time in
many vears that a Liverpool team has
entered the junior bovs competition
and they face a stern test in Birning-
ham against the hosts plus Barnet
and Milton Keynes, the winners and
runner-up going through to the see-
ond of three qualifyving group slages.

The saga of the Veteran team's
fiasco of last scason. contimues to
spill aver into the 2004/05 campaign.
Aller Liverpool had been officially
declarcd as Promuer Division cham-
pions. following Tameside's failure
to fulfill the fixture in Liverpool on
December L 26h 2003, [ have received
a letter from Tameside (November)
stating thal they are not prepared to
play us in the forthcoming match on

{heir {able on 9th Dccember, until we
play the outsianding match!! Words
fail me.

On the 75th anniversary of the
City of Liverpool Open table tennis
championships', supporied by Liver-
pool City Council. the men's singles
tile went 1o a plaver from north of
the border for the first time when
Scotland intcrnational Euan Walker
beal Poland's Michacl Rogala, in the
final. Walker. the runncr up three
vears ago i{o Gareth Herbert
notched wins over former Wirral
man Mark Newns, England number
6 junior Adam Bleakley from Bury
and Wales' Commonwealth Games
plaver  Stephen  Jeukins  from
Pontypridd. His semi-linal opponcnt
was England number 2 junior Paul
Drinkall, who led Walkoer by 2 ganes
to | but the Scol recovered,
laking the next two 11-9, 13-11. The
unsccded Polish number 30, who
speaks no English and is currently
working m
Liverpool, cruised through the carly
rounds, but ncarly came unstuck
when he ook five games to dispose
of Devon's England number 4 junior
Craig Bryant, 11-6. 5-11, 10-12_ }1-
8 119 in thc last cight. before
mecting laly's Fabio Mantogazz#a in
the scmi's. winning 11-9, 13-11, 13-
15, 11-8. Drinkhall didn't leave ciup-
(v handed though. the Cleveland
youngsler taking the junior boy's title

against Liam Thomas (Wales), 11-6, "
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6-11. 11-7, 11-8, in the final.

Scotland's  Laura Rumgay
dropped the {irst gamc to Clarc
Langford [1-5, but hit back to win
the next three 11-8. 11-6, 11-4, to
take the junior girls' crown,

In the women's Band one
cvent, Bath Street's Clare Peers (nee
Newns), beat Hclen McCreary,
(Wav. Lab) 1 1-6, 8-11, 11-7, 10-12,
11-6 m the last 16 before accounting
for Clare Langford, also in
five games in the next round, 11-6,
13-15, 11-5, 5-11, 11-9. Gomma
Yarnley was her next victim, 8-11,

11-1. 11-8, 11-6, then taking the title
with a comfortable siraight games
viclory over Michele Cohen 11-5, ¥1-
2. 11-6.

The women's open singles was
predictably won by the 2000 champi-
on and current England number onc,
Helen Lower from  Staffordshire,
beating Marketa Myvskova (Devon).
11-8,11-9, 11-13, 11-7, in the {inal.

England number one veteran
John Hilton, was unlortunate to meet
Italy's Roberto Giontella in his first
trip to the tabic i the veteran men's
singles. The llalian then followed up

by disposing of Keith Williams 11-4, I
11-4, 11-6, belore dismissing Pres-
ton's Steve Turner 11-6, 11-6 4-11,
11-7 in the last semi's, His fnal op-
ponent, Henry Medellin, ranked at
3% in England, cnjoycd a walk over
against the {wo times champion
Nigel Eckersley, who withdrew
through injury and
although Medcllin teok the opening
game 11-3, he succumbed Lo the M-
lanese man. 7, 7, 6 in the next three
games,

National Ranking of players in the Liverpool League at 29/09/04

SeniorMen  Rnk. Sen. Women Rnk Vet Men Rnk. Vet Woman Rrk.
‘RogalaM. | © |PeersC. - 19| |Willams K. | 4 |Bucey B. 6
Dolder K. | 31 {Howard A . 28 | |Ford C. 19 |Burgess 8. 23
‘Willams K. 75 | {loyd G. | 36| |Rankin J, | 33| |Grahem S. | 35
tngqkinﬁJﬁ.ﬁfLQf’:‘:ﬁ _ |Graham C. L 41 ;Percival W. | 47 | |Howard S. 58
|§.L"_c§.¥__8_'____i “Jackson K. g5 | dJunior Boys Rnk.
Nolan TA | 61 Page T. 16
Howard C. B84 | CadetBoys 'Rnk. | Taylor J. 47 |
Howard S 100| ‘HewittJ. | 43 | |Bray T. 48 |

A few more items picked up by Don from a n old Digest of 5@ years ago

I was reading a copy of the Digest. the sixth and
final cdition of the first season of publication. in April
1951, and an article by Bill Stamp regarding a 25th
anniversary function on Wednesday May 9th.  The
League became the first private orgamisation to charter
The "Roval Iris'. the ship kaving cntered commision at
the end of April, afler it had been converied for cruising.
The article stated that it had a capacity of 1000 and after
leaving Liverpool at 7-30pm, called at Seacombe, 7-
40, returning, at 10-40. Tickets were 4/- and fish and
chips and ices could bec  purchascd on
board, with a licensed bar and smoke room available
together with air conditioned observation points. Dane-
ing was to Reg, Edwards and his orchestra - no surely not
the Bath Street man. Incidently, | heard recently, that
Reg has had to takc a brcak from plaving, hope you
recaver as soon as possible Reg.

Plavers mentioned in the first ever Digest and still
plaving today, include Jack Davidson, Linacre (men's
club) as they were then known. A quote from Jack could
well be applicable today. "We have nine registered
plavers and only one playing night cach week. Our club

members arc koen and will put up hard fight"
Tough talk for those days Jack, bul senously, that
maxim still prevails at the most genuine club and sct
of men in the League.

Jack Lambert told the Digest writer JE. Neill,
{who was the North Regional secrctary trom 1935 to
1939), we. English Electric. recently purchased a new
Jaques table for £40. Not a cheap buy for that time. |
still have a second hand Jaques for which I paid £235
not ten voars ago!

Another interesting article relates to Aigburth
Methodists who in their opening malch, used A, BN, &
S Wilkinson. Although ! wasn't a player then, I'm 100%
sure that Stan played in that match and T met him at thrs
season's Lancashire & Cheshire AGM when he was
representing Wirral,  He plaved in the Sunday School
Union team with Dave Williams (Wav. Lab.) and his
son, Andy. 1s the currenl world record holder on a
recumbent ( Iving down ) cycle from Lands End to John
Q' Groals, in a ime a motorist would consider respecta-
ble.

*
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Steve Kee

Greetings to overvang here
in the 3rd division from your new
corrcspondent! Now that Tony Har-
ris 15 enjoving’ the higher clime of
the 2nd they wanled somcone voung
and enthusiastic 1o take over. but
unfortunatcly they got me, so be nice
and write lots of interesting match
commenis and 1’1l do my best to try
Lo mcorporate them in these noles.

No | seed m the wnling
stakes so far has 10 be Rolv Wright.
Bootle YMCA has made a steady if
unspectacular siart, but with Richie’s
back. Danny’s arm. John's holidavs
{or is it the other way round?) they
have not been able to feld their
dream team very often. Newverthe-
less, they have still been able to win
/6 matches. and could sustain a pro-
motion challenge. One of their de-
fcats was a 4-6 home reverse (o
CADWA 'B’. which fcatured

a five setter between John
Higham and Colin Rourke, with
Colin’s last game being parried by
John's long, low returns, John scor-
ing a spectacular victory 11/8 2/11
12710 T1/13 11/9. Colin was 100%
fast seasorn. but like Arsenal, has
found an unbeuaten run a millstonc
too tar to carry over ong season!

Steve Graham recovered
from 2 down to beat Roly, who has
bot that when George Lenuon rejoins
them from injury, CADWA "B’ will
be the trresistible force of the 3rd.
Now that French studenl Yaun
Sladck has jomcd them (after origi-
nallv indending to join Bootle). Lad-
brokes is making CADWA ‘B’
cvens faveurite. Get vour money on,
(savs Rolv!)

The immovable objects
must be BATH ST "C*, where chop-
ping is a wav of lite (don’t really
mcan vou Rob, haha!) The squad of
Ricky Brown. Rob Peat. Jamic
Hewitt, Eddie Williams and Dave
Stoddern have remained unbeaten so
far. accounting for BOOTLE YM
Y-1. losing one doubles. and drawing
with CADWA "B where Dave won
his two, including an 119 {ifth sct
defeat of George Higham. Another

draw, against newcomers GREEN-
BANK, saw the shock introduction of
arguably the best plaver in Liverpool!
[ bet there was truly two minutes si-
fence when Michael Rogala {runver
up in the Merseyside open simgles this
vcar beating Kevin Dolder on the
way) walked in to play for GREEN-
BANK. The polish master duly pol-
ished off Ricky and Rob, and Scott
Robertson chipped in. also bealing
Ricky, to give the *away’ side (having
wheelchair plavers they plav most
matches at liome, [ think) a draw_

GREENBANK have a good
squad of plavers (well ok, Michacl
Rogala might be slightly better than
good!), who have gained promotion
from the 3ih div, bypassing the 4th. on
account of somc astutc letter writing
during the summer [ am told. Scoll
Robertson, Dave Finn, Mark Palmcer
and Tony Edge are more than holding
thetr own so lar. with Scott and Tony
being particularly successful. Scott
Robertson is ranked world No.14 in
the wheclchair class 3, and both Scott
and Tony won both their singles to
help them to a crushing 8-2 viclon
over a Colin Rourke-less CADWA
‘B

LIV. YMCA °C° havc, as
vou probably know by now, new
premises, Although we arc based in
Aintree trading eslate we thought wo
would keep our club name "causc it
made us all fecl vounger, and because
any change could mean us all starting

off again n the 5th! Compared to
where we used to be, it feels like we
have to get an Easviet flight when we
want (o praciise. Even JC (not the
bloke from Nazareth) has had Lo cut
his praccy down to just 96 hours a
weck. One memorable encounter was
against WAV LAB "B’ and a crack-
ing game between Billy Cheung and
Mike Ashion. Between them they
brought the crowds back with some
spectacular stufl. Deciding to start
every game at deuce, and with each
point a classic, the final point of the
final game was pure barrier-hopping
by Billy (aka *Chcn Xinhua'), but
Mike’s tenacious non-stop(!) attack-
ing would not be denied, winning a
gamc of intcrminable rallics 13-11 in
the 5th. Next time, remember t¢ do
the cartwheels Bill!

The WAV LAB ‘B’ tcam of
Tony Connor, Mike Ashton, Colin
Fvles and Dave Willtams have had a
slowish start to the scason, but they
managed to find some form in the
drawn derby agamst their A’ team.
with Tonyv winning his two against
Clara Howard and Dave Foulis, and
Colin beating Paul Banks in 4. Good
to sce voung Tom Creevy making an
appearance here, where he combined
with Colin to win the doubles against
Paul and Ted Megivern. In their
malch againgt BOOTLE YM, thev
were again without Mike Ashlon. and
stumbled to a 7-3 defleat. But Roly
was very pleased (o beal Tony - his
bogey plaver- 11-7 in the 5th, al-
though Bootle had a few plavers
missing themselves.

WAV LAB ‘A° have also
madc an crratic start, but have shown
they can compete with the top sidcs,
scoring an

mpressive 6-4 away win to
CADWA “B’, where Panl Banks and
Dave Golden wan their singles, and
taking BATH ST “C” all the way o a
4-6 defcat, where Bill Stanley did
likewise, just edging out Dave Stod-
dern 12-10in the 5th. However, they
sulfered 3-7 reverses al the hands of
both MANWEB *C" and HH "A°, and
havc to thank the form of Paul Banks,
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who won all of lus singles in these
matches, that these marging weren't
l greater.

Newconers HAROLD
HOUSE “A” have made a good start,
with just one dcfeat so far. Should
thev all (urm out reguiarly, the team
of Eddi¢ Clein, Pau! Shaw, Rod
Mcpherson and Martin - Roberts
could well be considered as dark
horscs for the top places. although
lo date they have vel lo play either
Cadwa ‘B” or Bath St. *C’. Eddie is
alwavs consistent of course, and
Marlin has only lost 1 so far. They
predictably thumped ws 7-3 at their
place (notunusual. they did the samc
to us three times last season), but at
least Mr Kce finally managed to
overcome Mr Clein! “The hard
part.” he told me afterwards, “is not
beatng me. it's bealing me¢ a sccond
tme!”. No, the hard part is bloody
wcll beating vou Eddie! Bet vou
didn’t know that Eddie used to be in
a band called the Mersey Coast and
they used to play at the Cavemn, oc-
casionally  jamming  with  the
Bcatles! At lcast that’s what he told
me, maybe he was still in shock!
hehe

Another tcam to watch ot
foris BATH ST "D°. With an cver-
present “funury bat” line-up of Mark

——

Patterson, Les Gee, Billy Clayion and
Pcter Ross they are equipped to give
anyonc a game. Mark slarred against
their C team with wins against Ricky
(11-3 in the 3th) and Rob (14-12 in the
4th) in a 4-6 defeat, as well as wins
against Paul Shaw (HH “A”) and John
Higham (BOOTLE YM), and 15 ably
backed by his band, the doubles har-
mony of Les/Billv being particularly
effcctive so far, losing only to Roly/
Danny of BOOTLE YM.

MANWEB ‘C* appear to
have started the season using the Clau-
dio Ranieri rotation method. The in-
consistency of their results is totally
baffling, Kicking off with a 3-7 loss to
MAGHULL “A°, and a 1-9 reverse to
BOOTLE YM, thev have graduallv
moved up the table, lately winning 7-3
and 6-4 against CADWA “C’ and LIV
YM *C’". Things seem to have im-
proved simce they featured the sirike
force of John Hardy, Neil Jennings,
and Robin Barker more regularly, sup-
ported by Alan Camcron and Alan
Biggs. Mention should be made of
Alan Biggs, who 15 well along the road
to recovering some of the mobility
that the knee operations deprived him
of, as his double agamnst our own
Alvin Tso and Francis Lay showed.

MAGHULL “A” have had a
tricky siart to the season, playing most

of the top teams, and seemingly wilh-
ont last scasons’ nol Chris Roberts.
They have had some good individual
performances nonethcless, Rod Bul-
mer detcating Ricky Brown 11-6 11-
5 12-10 and Mark Patterson 11-6 in
the 5th (BATH ST *C" and *D’} and
Mark Ambrose and George Fros(
both with a doublc agamnst MAN-
WEB “C".

CADWA “C° have obvi-
ously had playcr availability prob-
lems. George Higham seems (o be
the teams’ mainstay, chipping in with
wins aganst Neit Jenniags (12-10 in
the 5th). and Steve Graham and Tony
Connor 1n 3, but George, Peter Rob-
erts. [an Lunt and John Ashley need
more va-va-voem il they are to re-
cover their shaky start. Perhaps they
could take some inspiration from
Jack Highton, who returned afier a
years absence to edge Alan Cameron
11-9 in the 5th.

Predictions? BATH ST *'C”
and CADWA "B’ look like thev are
both well cquipped for the long haul,
but with only 13 points scparating the
top 10 teams after & matches any-
thing can happen. We might even
offter Michael Rogala more moncy Lo
play for us! Who'd like to start the
bidding? Se¢ vou..

ID2T NV ISITIOCOTT .

Stan Clarke

You carr ahways tell when an editor
1s geiting desperate, il's when he turns to
old worn out wrilers to provide copy for
hus magazine, and so 1t is in this casc as in
his desperation he tums to mc, sad but
truc. But don't despair it might not b
long before [ get the sack.

It 15 a rather strange division this
vear with scven of the wams coming
from thuee clubs, so not many venncs to
remember and loads of inter club rvalrics.
We. Wavertree Labouwr "C", have already
plaved both of our club rivals, the "D"
and "E" teams, and although wc were
wible w mflict the sort of defeal pre-
dicled by our somewhat insane sccretary,
we did win both matches handsomely.

Before T go any further wilh rc-
ports ou the various ieams [ have to say

that T find the standard of scrving in this
division 10 be appalling . many of the serves
bong dished up were illegal forly vears
ago. | have no problem with players win-
ning pomis dirccthy from a good service.

that is down o skill, but what T do not
condone 15 the deliberate cheating that
takes place during the course of serving,
harsh words? mavbe, but if you deliber-
alely break the rulcs when serving then
which other rules are you going to ignore?

Having got that off my chest, time
lo look at how (he division is shaping up,
Bootle YM.C A “A” are on lop of the
heap having won all six of their matches
played and gamed 44 points which puls
them well ahcad of Wavertree Labour "C"
who are in second place with 36 pomls
from 3 wins. | draw and 1 defeat The
Bootle icam wiil be hoping that Bert Riv-
ers can be available for the whale scason,
whercas W.L."C" will be withoui the
scrvices of Ken Armmson for a whole
month as he cruises the: lugh scas.
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In third and {ourth places arc Bath
St."E" and Wavertree Labour "D, just
two ponts off the pace. ticd on 34 potnts
each, and close behind arc Maghull "C”
and Mareoni "B". also lcvel on points.
cach with 32. Wavcrtree Labour "E" and
Linacre arc also ticd on 30 points each,
so all inall itis avery close diviston with
anhy six poinls separating sccond and
cight place.

Perhaps the biggest shock 1s Ha-
fold House lmguishng in ninth place.
mind you thal may well be because they
have used une players in just [ve maich-
¢s, sirange {rom a (cam that 1s so strong
o1 paper

1t 1s noticcable that the wams that
have staried the stronger have scttled
squads and scldom need (o go outsideile
squad for plavers, Booile Y.M.C AL have
Berl Rivers and Arthur Gamett as the
backbone with Mike Hughes, Peter Wil-

liams and Jim Geddes apparontly rotating
the other two places. Wavertree "C" have
Bill Stanlev, Ken Armson. Stan Clarke,
Stephanic Howard and Tom Creevy in
their squad.

It 1s good to scc thal we have a
munber of young players in the division,
with Tom Crocvy, lan Laird and Cairan
McAleesc ali sitli juniors and Lece Proffiit
and Tony Mitchell not much older, four of
these plavers coming through the League
coaching scheme, which is still running
every Monday evening at Gateacre Comp.
Scheol, and has a couple of promising
voungslers in the pipeline.

[{ave vou noticed how somc play-
crs seem to get bettor value for thetr fces
than the rest of s, as an wstance [ give you
Steve Perry and Stephanic Howard, in
their first encounier of the scason their
match took 44 minutes 32 seconds of
playing tune, not allowing for breaks & the

end of games. the only game going o expe-
dite being the last, bat as the scorc was 979 at
the tme expedite could nol be tiroduced,
Steve running oul the wirmer 114 afler four-
toen minutes. However i the cup mach
betwecn Lhe two tcams, Steve calked Steph-
anie o pla him in the first sct, mistake. this
time the first fwo scts wore over marecord 5
mimtes each, Steve winming both, but the
thrrd game rcached expedite with the score
8/7 in favour of Steve only for Stephanic o
goonand win the Remaining points in that
game. and the noxt bvo games, lo winthe sl
As yet therc have been no whitowashes in the
division but ihree maiches have fmished 9/1.
Bootle YM.CA A" over Aigburth "A"
where Paul Grugel beat Bert Rivers 10 sive
the whiteveash, Ran' Joncs beal Ken Ains-
worth inthe onby success for Aighurth against
Linacre, and Bill Salter and Brian Gregory
teamod up 1o beat Andy Bird and Gordon
Langshaw in the doubles when Maghull
"B" lost to wanertiee Labour "D

Doug Baker

Well here [ am again. |
started out my Tablc Tennis Jour-
nalistic career writing reports for
the 5% Division. So. it’s nice to get
back to one’s roots.

A short division this. with
Just 8 teams. so we will quickly sce
who are the strong and who the
weak tcams. Additional fixturcs
have bzen introduced to provide
more games, as last vear, due lo
one tcam dropping oul. onlyv 14
maiches woere plaved when all other
divisions could look forward to 22
matches, With § teams signed up at
the start of the scason. and account-
ing for the additional {ixtures, there
will be 21 matches for cach tcam lo
look forward to. (Fingers crossed )

Last scason saw 9 tcams in
this division. One cf the Bath
Street teams dropped out. Waver-
tree “F " won the title by 24 points
Greenbank 1% were the runaers up,
between them and the Stamp Cup
winners Aigburth “A” in 3% place
wore Maghull “C” & Harold House
‘B° Now_ this vear starlcd with 8
teams: Wavertree “F'. Bath Street
FT & -GT. Maghull ‘D™ & “E°,

CADWA "D’ Police "C™ and Green-
bank A", From an oulsider’s view il
looks fike last vear’s leaguc winners
are still here and the 4 teams that [in-
ished below them all got promoted!
How bizarre! Have we entered (he
twilight zone?!

Well. no not quite. And it
takes some effort Lo explain it all.
[t"s the knock on cffcets of Waver-
tree withdrawing theirr “A” tcam [rem
the 2 diviston during last season
and Waierloo dropping (wo (cams
oui of season, one (rom the 2 and
one from the 31,

This proved quile fortuitous
for the aforcmentioned tcams, but
especially so for Greenbank who
expanded the size of their club
Their new first leam were able (o
cnter straight into the 2™ division.
Technically Greenbank “A” are also
new, but which playvers from last
year's 3% div (¢am are here and who
is new 1s the question

Bath Street have also bene-
fited from other clubs ructions. as
they have given reluge to some ex-
Waterloo’crs, They have (had 0?)
accommodatc the new players in
their extsting leam structure. Hence
ihe °F" team won’t be the samc
bunch of players who were rele-
gated from division 4, and that mav
ripplc down io their *G” team. We
can expect a much stronger showing
from them this vear. Neither do |
imagine that the limpet like Waver-
tree *F' tcam will have the same
constituents but for different rca-
sons. Resident Maghull & Police
teams wiil know their way around
here very well.

What | can say wilh certainty
1s that the CADWA ‘D’ who were
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The time is 5 past 12 (you know! the ! 1th hour ), missed the printers, I'm doing it at
home!!! Sorry about Div.1 Editor

IDIVISITIOIN 2 SylviaGraham

All T can say is that Powell through illness but I've
the new scason’s well under o been informed that they expect
l way and 1 think that by the time i him back before long (hope you

this gets to print the division are better soon Neil!l), then
will have well and truly settled we've got Police “A” and 1 just
down. Once again we've had don’t know what’s happened to
lithe usual pre-season transfers them. To me they are one of the
and most of them seem to be most talented teams in the s¢e-
pointing towards Maghull who ond division yet at the moment
are now fielding Tony Kendal they are stuck at the bottom of]
and Pete Holmes both of whom the division whereas last season
can beat anyone on the night. they never lost a match until
Cadwa have tempted George wel] after Christmas... and it’s
Smith away from Liverpool : : ; not as if they are playing badly.
YMCA and that was either just ' ' Saying that, we’re only a quarter"
before (or after?) his ruby jubi- way through the season and
lee with them. Wavertree La- say about both these teams ex- slow starters ofien are the strong
bour have tempted yet another cept they have a good squad and finishers at the end of the sea-
female into this division with each team has depth and breadth son. I'd hike to see them gain
Sharon Norman, Manweb ‘A’ and that’s what you nged to gain promotion as they are a team
are fielding Neil Powell and promotion That doesn’t mean that would benefit from playving
Police ‘B’ are fielding Wirral we can’t do our best to upsct in the first.
junior, Jonathan Taylor, intheir them and take points off them ...
Hiine-up. I'd also like to wel- because there are several teams I'm not going to make
come the new teams to the divi- not doing themselves justice at any more predictions because 1
sion, Marconi and Maghull the moment that are capable. For think things will change of the
from the first and Police ‘B’ instance, I would expects better next half of the season and I'm
and Manweb ‘B’ from the from Cadwa ‘A" who are aver- not sure where the relegation
third. 1 think they will find the aging five a match. When they duo will come from. I might
division is very strong, compet- can field both Graeme Black and commit myself in the next issue
itive and on the whole a good Alan Timewell with a good third and besides that the captains
place to play. player from Alan Davies, Mike have been trying to get their
Power or George Smith then 1 names in print. There have been
However, unlike last would be expecting an average several notes on the cards this
season when there were several of six or seven. Marconi too is session and T must thank all
prospective candidates for pro- having a problem getting the thosc that have put pen to
motior I think that this season sevens necessary for promotion paper...and as 1 have always
there are two teams playing and are only averaging four. promised to include whatever
themselves into the promotion Good enough too stay in the you write here goes!!!
groove and they are Liverpool second but not nearly good
YMCA ‘B’ and Maghull and enough if they want to return to Graeme Reid afier their
YMCA are the only team in the the first. Manweb ‘A’ are an- first match of the season when
division with an unbeaten other tcam who can go up an- Fords lost 9:1 to Police ‘B’ said I
record and averaging over other notch though at the that Tony Harris might not be as
seven sels a match. What can I moment they have lost Neil good as Dave Evans with
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Dave’s more attacking game By match three Jon Dy- (Manweb “B’) beat Fred Phey-
but he will surprise those who son says that Police “A’s draw sey (Maghull) -5, -9, 8, 12, 10.
are expecting a half volleying against Manweb A’ means that Alan Evans and Sharon Norman L
defender, whilst the two young- hopefully Police ‘A’ are getting (Manweb “B’) beat Rob Wylic
sters  (Gavin  Lloyd and nearer to their first win but that and Roger Neal (Bootle JC *A7)
Jonathan Taylor) are every bit the draw was a fair reflection of 10, -7, -4, 2, 4. Graeme Reid
as good as Tom Bray and the match The ‘new kid on the {Fords ‘A’) beat Tony Harns
Cherith Graham so expect them block’ Neit Powell claimed a hat (Pelice ‘B’) -6, 7, 11, 11

to be in the promotion dog- trick for Manweb and showed

fight. He said that Fords might himselfto be a very strong play- Close Wins:-

have pinched another point on er. Fords ‘A’ had their first win Andy Lloyd (Manweb A’) beat
a different day but more than (6:4) against Bootle JC ‘A’ and Fred Pheysey {Maghull} -7, 10,
two would have flattered. In Graeme savs they had to take 10, 13. Jultan Quirk and Brian
Police “A’s first match against advantage of the home maich. Crolley (Bootle J.C. ‘A’) beat
Bootle JC “A’” where they lost He also states he can sec Fords Tony Harris and Len Dyson
6:4, Jon Dvson says that it was going the whole season without (Police ‘B’) 11, -7, -8, 9, 11
a great start for JC but a disap- winning a doubles. In this match Andrew Owens (Marconi) beat
pointing start for them as they Rob Wylie was the boss in the John Langton (Bath St *B*) -9,
expected to take a few more doubles despite the apparent 13, -13, 10, 9. Gracme Reid
points from their opening closeness of the score. In the (Fords ‘A°) beat Mike Power
match. Player of the maich, he next home match against Man- (Cadwa A7) 12, 9, -11, 10.
says, without a doubt was Syl- web ‘A Graeme’s magical Robbie Goldson (Fords “A”)
via Graham who claimed an quoic is ‘get the ball back on the beat S. Dean (Manweb ‘A’) 3,
impressive hat trick ~ a con- table and you’'ve always got a 10, -17, 10

vincing win over Gemma and chance’. Fords did it marginaily

holding her nerve against Jon better and hit well when they Good Wins: 7
(13:11) and Terri-Anne {11:4) had the opportunity. He says that Sharon Norman (Manweb ‘B;)
to claim fifth set victory. Good Manweb will be thinking that beat John Langton {Bath St. *B)
wins for Gemma and Jon over they’re not 8:2 worse than Fords 7, §, 8 and Mike Power (Cadwa
Julian Quirk. Brian Crolley ‘A’ and they're not but it was ‘A°y —9_ 10, 11, -4, 8 Gemma

showed his fighting spirit just Ford’s night. Llovd (Police ‘A’) beat Bob Ed-
hadn’t lessened with a solid wards (Marconi) -7, 10, 3, 11.
three set victory over Gemma. And finally, Mike Jamse Hewitt (Bath St. °C”) beat

Brian Crolley comments that Power makes two short com- Tony Harris (Police *B*) ~11, 7,
Bootle JC had an exccllent ments on his match cards. 3, -4, 9). Alan Davie (Cadwa
match against Manweb “B” and Against Fords’A” he states *1t’s ‘A”) beat John Lau (YMCA ‘B")
that Manweb were extremely a good job Mr Black keeps turn- 8, 11, 9). Miguel Bellec (YMCA |
unlucky fo only get one point. ing up’ (Graeme got a hat ‘B’) beat Alan Timewell
Both teams fought tooth and trick!!!) and against Police "A’ (Cadwa A’} 3, -5, 10, -10, 7).
nail and Sharon Norman was he says “Jon Dyson gets better Jon Dyson (Police ‘A’) beat
particularly  impressive  for and better’ (Jon also got a hat Graecme Black (Cadwa ‘A™) -6,
Manweb. The match was so trick!!!) 7,8.-5 8.
hard that the Job Centre’s dou- And lastly the roles of
bles pair just ran out of steam in honour:
the last set against Alan and
Sharon who won the last two Facesavers:-
games 2 and 4. Tan Wensley {Marconi ‘A’) beat

Rob Wylie (Bootle JC) 10, 2, 6

and Pete Holmes (Maghull) 9,
-9, 8, 9. Trevor Barraclough JJ

f

et —————
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relegated last x car. will be the same
team members. CADWA ‘D’
{Andy McNabb, John O Sullivan,
Don Davics, Jack Highton and my-
self) are proper little angels. At the
end of last scason we couid have
carded a 10-0 against LYMCA "C”
due W (ailure to show. But we
choose o play the match in the n-
terests of fair play as they were in
3¢ place in the lcague vving for
promotion. YM fielded a strong
sidc including George Smith. We
lost the match 10-0 and got relegat-
ed. The YM won the division by 1
point. CADWA *D” got relegated
by 3 poinis. George signed for
CADWA . As it turns out the tcam
in 3%, Harold House “A” also got
promoted, again dve to those
higher tcams dropping out. Thus
CADWA "D’ were the only loscrs.
So, watch out division 5, there’s
nothing worse than a p***ed off
angel out {o prove themsclves.

Well that’s prelty malch
how we all pot here. The scason
kicked of f with a match plaved be-
fore the officiai starl of the main
scason, an additional fixture. Po-
lice “C” who were stretched last
vear hosting Bath Street "G”. The
card records that Bath St "G won
2-8, only onc pame won in 3
straight. so Bath Street "G shghtly
flattered by the score line. How-
ever, this was to be the only pame
Police "C" were able (o play and
they folded weeks later. Speaking
as a club secretary T know the
amount of ¢fTort that gocs mnto or-
ganising a team which does not
have a good pool of available play-
¢rs, and it’s a real sickener when
the team is lorced to fold. T hope
that Steve Riley will be able to re-
assemble his troops and be back
next vear, bul with their lowest
ieam now being in the 2 division.
it makes it difficult to take on new
players of this calibre.

A couple of months into the
scason, and the hierarchy of leams
and ¢lubs scem to have already cs-
tablished themselves. Bath St can
lay claun to being stronger in this
division than Maghull. Their lower

leam. "G’ beat the Maghull "D wcam,
7-3. Their higher tcam “F " has
beaten both Maghull tcams; "D’
home & away 10-0 and “E* 10-0 al
homc & 9-1 awav (Kcith Whittaker
winning the only Maghull point}.
Amids( this was the ireny that iz
their match with their own *G’ tcam,
they dropped their first point. In the
first match of the night Dave Batty
beat George Crowley. 3 straight
However this was just @ blip as all
other games went the 'F team’s
wav. Thus they amassed a mighty
48 points out of a possible 3G in the
1* 5 games, Things havea't gone so
smoothly as they have had two major
sctbacks. Ounc is the loss of Reg. Ed-
wards who is going o have lo sil
things out duc to Doctors orders,
leaving Cunningham, Lindsay, Wil-
lis, Crowlcy and Foley to carrv on.
Gel well soon Reg.

The second is the loss by 2
samcs to 8 to CADWA "D’ on a
night when a draw would have been
a fair result. As exemplified by the
battle of the fours, Jack Highton v
George Crowlev, Aller winnmg lhe
first gamc 11-0, Jack saw George
turn things round to be standing 10-6
up in the fifth. However. Jack took
six in a row, including an edge, to
sncak home. Four other scts went to
deciders, Andy MceNabb involved in
two, one with Norman and in the
battle of the ones, 16-14 in the fifth
versus Dave Cunningham

This was ontv CADWA "D’s
sccond game of the season.  They
had to wart until the last day m Oclo-
ber to play the lirst maich of the “04-
)5 season. That's 6 months. half a
vear, between matches! However
the layoll didn’( secem (o allect us as
with home advantage wc beat Ma-
ghull "E” 9:1. The point for Maghull
‘E” coming from the first doubles
where Johit & Don lost from 2 up to
Steve Banks & Andy McCourl.
Andv was magnanimous in defeat
saving he thought CADWA “D°
were the best team he’d seen in this
division so far. Porhaps duc to such
kindlv compliments, CADWA "I°
plaved at the third attempt the {irst
Maghuli ‘E” maich. The scheduled

fixlure was called ofC at the last
minute duc to a death in the family
of ong of the Maghull tcam. The
first rearranged match was catled
off duc to Maghull only having 2
players, A 0-10 card was duly en-
tered by Maghull, but the good
sports at CADWA went ahcad and
played the game for the 3™ time of
asking. Thig time no slip ups from
John & Don who contribuled (o the
10-0 result.

Bath Street "G have had a
chequered start to the season. Ex-
punged results, walkovers and no
shows.  Alter Police “C™, Bath
Street *G” then visited Wavertree
Labour ‘F" and Greenbank “A° in
conseculive malches, only to [ind
nothing. No home team opposition!
Understandably 10-0 walkovers
werc submitted on card. 1711 be a
greal shame 1[ these games don’t
get rearranged and if this affocts the
cnd of scason promotion lisi. By
mid October, Bath Sireet *(7 were
left to reflect that, due to no fault of
their own had only played 1 match
and even that was expunged!

In the 7-3 defcat of Maghull
D, they bencefited as they turned
up one short, So the resull was 4-3
on gamcs played. Ron Georgeson
and Davc Batty collected those 4
points 1n their singles matches. But
their opponents. Jeanette Hulchimgs
and Jimmy Ambrosc rallied to win
their other singles and Jeancite and
John Gillibrand combincd for the
doubles victory, Fale was not so
Kkmd in Bath Streel “G's away
match o Maghull's "E” team. Ron
lost in 3 to both Banks', Steve &
Jeff. Alan Chan got the better of Al
Parker over 3 games. Bul worse
was to come after the match was
drawn 5-3. [t was noticed that Bath
Street’s numbers 3&4 had plaved
oul of order. The revised score. then
being 3-7. It could have beon
worse, as only 2™ doubles and
Barbara’s 3v4 win over Ronnie
Cockeroft were reversed. Al
Parker’s win over Ronnie. still
stood as this would have been 3v4
rather than $v4.
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Andy McCourt and the rest
ol the Maghull “E" {ads had got off
lo a greal starl al Greenbank "A”,
surviving 3 deciders to run out 14-
0 victors. Wavertrce Labour ‘F”
suffered exactly the same experi-
ence. losing 19-0 m (heir first game
of the scason to the other Maghull
team. Al Icast in the roverse fixture
Waveriree's firsi doubles ol Dave
Murray & Dean Nickson cnabled
them to prevent another whitewash.

A completely changed
Greenbank “A” took on Waveriree
“F7 in what could be deemed a bot-
tom of the tablc clash. They as-
sericd their supremacy over
Wavertree Labour “F’ 8-2. Thanks
to impeccable performances from
Claire, Lynne, Anthony, and in the
doublcs.

With walkovers and post-
poncments flving about, Greenbank
A" are in dangoer of going over the
3 strikes and vou're out line. Hav-
mg players representing the coun-
v m the Olvmpics is a great
honour, and 1t would be a shame if

this ied to a failure to meet fixture
obligations in this lcague. It may be
that there 1s more to this, and that by
adding an extra team, Greenbank
have over extended themselves. If
Greenbank 19 team are doing well in
the 3™ division, then it will be
Greenbank “A” that are forced lo
withdraw,

With onc tcam withdrawing,
we are now down lo 18 maiches per
tcam. Still that’s a better than pros-
pect than last year. However, to
have a 2* team drop out of this divi-
sion would be a great blow to the
schedale and make the whele thing
seem like a farce.

Even if this “play evervone 3
times™ format is liked by the plavers,
the kack of teams makes it poor alter-
native to having a full guotient ol 12
leams. You have to remember that
this division is ofl regarded as being
the home of plavers locking lor a
lcss competitive, morc soclable
match night, and also the nurturing
ground for voung talent. But with
only 8 tcams (now 7) it feels like a
super lcaguc! 1t also fecls like we

are lhe guinea pigs for a now for-
mat. | wonder i this new formal
will be grafted onto the clite of divi-
sion 1 il successfully taken here?
Mind you that might not be such a
daft idea. as there is a bigger gap in
ability between the lop and middle
of division one than there 1s be-
tween 4% and 5®! The top division
is also said to be not attractive to
the bost plavers, so may be they will
back a trrmmed down higher quality
premicr division onc? This will
also npple more (eams down the
league!

It’s nol for me to suggest
such a thmg m a divisional repori,
nor can [ guess Lhe effect of such
moves. Obviously this 15 a big
shakc up we are talking about here
and will be hard to stomach. So
don’t fret. It won’t happen. In fact,
forget [ mentioned it.

Now don’t et it spoil your
Christmas by thinking about it too
much.

Have a Coool Yule and sce
von in the New Year.

Playcr Profile

Young at 80

Muyself, and the
members of Aigburth
Table Tennis  Ciunb
thought Eric  Young
was the oldest in the
Liverpool & District
Table Tennis League,
but on our recent visit
to Linacre, we found
that one of Lmacre’s
foundcr mecmbers,
| Alec Davidson. was a
bit older, but neverthe-
less, a great achisve-
ment to be still plaving
competitively.

Eric  has been
quitc a sportsman in
his time. he's done some boxing, ran {or one of the lop
runming clubs. laverpoel Harriers, an accomplished
water skicr. and top class Rollor Skator, then for another
branch te his sporting tree, decided to have a go at Table

Tennig, Eric was a late starter. and joincd the Victoria
Park Club in 1939, Victoria Park had originally been
plaving in the Sunday School and Church icagues. but
were now playing in the Liverpool League South, under
the goidance of Eddie Cameron, (League Secretarv
1933-1994), Eric can remember those early coaching
sessions [rom Fddic, and must have been encouraged
by Victoria Park winning the J.Rumjahn Cup (hat sea-
son, In 1961 Eric left Victoria Park to jomn Wavertree
Labour, where he helped the "B” (eam win the W.
Stamp Cup in 1963. Eric moved on to Sefton General
Hospital, and then on 1o Liverpool Jowish i 1963, he
won a Division ¢ mcdal with them m 1998, Finally
moving on o Aigburth in 1999, ending lasl scason
(2003-04) with what must have been one of his most
satislving wing, helping the “A° team beat Div. 3 runa-
wav leaders Waveriree Labour “F, in the W. Stamp Cup
Final.

So let’s hope we have many more Joking vears
with him.

Eric Wood

Secretary, Aigburth T.T .C.
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The Paralympics 2004

Great Britain had a team of 166 athleles m
Athens compeling in 13 sports at the 2004
Paralvmpic Games. which took place from
17th to 28th September. In Syvdncy four vears
ago. the Paralympic team became one of the
most successful British sporting tcams of all
time when it won 131 medals (41 gold, 43
silver, 47 bronse) and came sccond only (o
hosts Australia on the overall medal table.
Neil Robinson and James Rawson
performed arguably one of the greatest come-
backs in Paralympic table tennis historv. to
clinch a place in the Class 3 team final. Great
Britain looked dcad and buried in the fourth
rubber of the semi-final against favouriles
France. when Jean Philippe Robin, the world
nuinber one, held eight match points over Rob-
inson which would have clinched an overall
3-1 victory for the French. Incredibly an in-

spired Robinson foughi back to takc the maich
and the transformation was complete when
Rawson won the deciding rubber. The Brilish
parr beat France 3-2 to face Korea in the final

The GB Class 3 (cam, James Rawson and _|
Netl Robinson, up against the Koreans in thc,
lanl for Gold. H

By reaching the final, the British tcam
was guaranteed a silver medal therchy match-
ing their achicvement at the last Games. The
final. against a strong leam from Korea. took

place at the Galatsi Olympic Hall, but
the GB team couldn’t repeat their
world class turparound over the
French, going down 3-0) {o the Kore-
ans, but well done nevertheless.

The Class 5 tcam of Arnie
Chan (Mans{ield) and Scott Robert-
son {Dceside. Flintshire) Tailed to
make it through 1o the knock-out
rounds after losing 3-1 to Serbia &
Montcnegro. Robertson was mvolved in @ marathon match with
llija Djurasinovic in the first rubber with the Brilon twice coming
from behind to force a filth game which Djurasinovic won. The
second swgles malch was equally close. Chan fought back superbly
from two games down against Zlatko Kesler, but couldr™t quite
finish the recovery as Kesler won the final game 11-7.

Cathy Mitten (Leeds) pulled off an excellent victory for
Britain in the women’s Class 1-3 team cvent. but it wasn't enough
to stop Japan {tom securing an overall 3-1 mateh scorc. Due to the
grouping of classes in this event Mitton and (cam-mate Lynne
Riding (Preston), both C2 competitors, had o face C3 opponents
which was always going to be a difficult step up i class. Mitton
however made light work of Satoko Fujiwara in her first match,
winning 11-6, 11-8, 11-3, This came aftcr Riding had been beaten
in the opener by Tomoko Fukuzawa. The pair then battled well in
the doubles, particularly in a tight second game, but lost the match
3-0.
The G.B. Table Tennis - Team

Mcen

Amic Chan (Mansfield) James Rawson
(Nottingham)

Scott Roberison (Decside} Neil Robinson
(Bridgend)

Stefan Trofan (Sheffield)

Women

Suc Gilrov  (Bamsley) Cathy Mitton

(Leeds) Lynne Riding (Preston)

So Scott 1s playing
his part in a verv
strong Greenbank
squad in the 3rd.
Division, and
Lynne doing the
same i the Sth.
Division,
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ETTA Technical Manager

visits the Narth West

As part of the continuing suppori given to Table Tennis
cocaches throughou! Fngland, the I'TTA Technical Man-
ager, Steen Kyst Honsen delivered the annual Novth
West coaches updaie seminar al Hallon Table Tennis
Cenire on Saturday 61h November. The seminar was or-
ganised by Andrea Holt (North West Regional Develop-
ment Officer) with a welcome from Karen Tonge the
Haltor Centre’s Director and Chairperson,

The seminar, enlilled "Always looking to the
future 2004-2003". outlined targets for the years 2004-
2012, This was to build on the recent successes al the
European Youth Championships, through to the Com-
monwcalth Games in 2006, the world Championships in
2067, Beijing Olympics in 2008 going right through to
hopetully the London Olympics in 2012, Questions werc
taken from the floor after each topic was delivered. This
provided an interesting and stimulating discussion be-
tween Steen and the assembled coaches.

A short presentation of the recent European

others have atlended other training cvents in Hungary and
Sweden.

How do we make all this happen”

Steen cuthined his ideas and where we, as coaches, come
into the picture at grass roots level. We arc all atcam cven
though we are at the grass roots level and he is at the top
with the England team. [t takes about five vears scrious
coaching and training to bring a voungster through to
become a reasonable plaver, so coaching Juniors is a long
term projoct.

Alfter lunch we went to the tables to practice the
shot (raining and routincs to produce gualily players.
Steen outlined the role of the coach before and during the
scason at practice and at toumnaments, Emphasis was
made on the importance of footwork, movemeut, service.
physical training and shot production. Later discussion
related Lo a lypical week at a training camp outlining good
practice, warm up, technical warm up, [irst exercisc and
match play. Kev points in ¢very training session were
covered, this appiies to all levels of playcrs from interna-
tionals to grass roots playvers.

o

[ went away from the day with plenty
of tdeas and enthusiasm and { made a ncw pal
in Ken Richardson from Lancaster, my prac-
tice partner. He was lelling me at lunch how he
coaches four times a wock in High schools
around Lancaster and Morecambe dealing with
100-110 voungsters sach week. The local
league has now grown from two divisions to
four. That's what vou call commitment! He
looked so M4 and well aud is obviously thriving
on it

John Langton Bath St. TT Club

Have vou ever thought about becoming a
qualified umpire?

There arc many rewarding benefits to
becoming an umpire. A lot of aduli players
take up umpiring to get a ring sidc view of
some of the best matches in England or abroad, and find

Youth Championships was given by Jill Parker using her it a very rewarding way of giving something back to the
laptop and digital projector. This showed video footage of game. Many also emjov the social side of mecting new
some ol the team matches for both boys and girls junior people at events throughout the county and further alield.
players. There is no age restriction to becoming an um-
Stecen cmphasiscd that although we are strong al Boys pirc. Starting with the Junior Umpire Award (JUA) with
Cadet level, taking a silver medal al the Europeans. we no minimum age limit, vou can rapidiy move up the

stilt nced to produce a steady stream of youngsters com-
ing through to challenge the current plavers. We nced 7 or
8 plavers of similar ability at both. Cadet and Junior
levels, boys and girls to simulate competiton for places
in the teams.

Costs of training these voungsters are quitc considerable
will sume plavers going to Beljing two or three limes a
vear o the Chinese Nattonal Table Tennis Centre whilst

umpiring ladder to become a Local Umpire (LU), County
Umpire (CU), National Umpirc (NU) or International
Umpire (IU).

The Local Umpire qualification 3s a basic umpire
test for those whose interest is initially in umpiring only
at local lovel It requires a sound knowledge of the Laws
and basic scoring procedurcs. Contact Ken Aanson MBE
for more details.
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I _atters to thhe Iditor

Dear Editor.

T was most surprised to read the lelter in the
latest Digest concerning “allegations” I am supposed (o
have madc against the Baotle JC T.T. Club.

Rather than being an atlack on Bootle JC my
previous letter was to highlight 4 “loophole’ in the rules
that atlows any club to rank players grouping lists in ang
order they wish without regard to which is the stronger
team and the situation that can arisc the (wo tocams are m
the samc division.

As [ was plaving in the 3% division at the time I
mentioned facts and match results from that division (in
my letler and 1 Div. 3 notes) to highlight how players
could (and actually did regunlarly in Div. 3) play up and
strenigthen an otherwise weaker team, thus affecting
promotion and rclegation issucs.

I did not make anv allcgations against lhe
Bootle JC club, I merely staled a fact that existed at the
time_i.e. Any feam battling 1t out with Bootle JC are in

Jact battling with all of'the Boatle JC club as any member
of the club can (nat did) play for the “first team. 1do not
have any complamnts against the Bootle JC club and in
fact congratulatc the “A” team for a magnificent achicve-
ment in winning the Division 2 title.

The Management Committce also must have
considered this “loophole” a problem as thev pul forward
mlc changes at the A.GM. o counter il, which was
surprisingly (considering the nwmerous comments of
support I received last scason) deleated by the member-
ship.

Finally, as regards to making a complete fool of
myself in front of my fellow table tennis plavers, [
manage to do that most weeks anvway when I pick up a
bat and play.

Besi wishes
Teny Harris  3/9/04

Divisional Cups

2nd. Round Report

Oulv 3 matches Ginished 3-4 and 4 matehes
3-3, looking al the match cards. [ would sav the match
of the round goes to Cadwa "A” v Manweb “A” in the
2nd Dw, Rumjahn Cup. Cadwa’s leam of Gracme
Black. Alan Davies and Mike Power. v Manweb’s {eam
of Neil Power. Dave Harse and Andy Llovd. Manwch
ntust have decided (o go for Gold from the off, calling
on the two 1's, Graeme and Neil, and what a game it
must have been, Graeme winning in 5. Cadwa call Alan
vAndy, Alan in 3. so 1t's 2-0 for Cadwa, next onc. Dave
v Mike, another 3 gamecr, this onc to Manweb, 2-1,
Cadwa call Gracme v Andy. over in 3, 3-1 to Cadwa,

Neil pulls one back in 4 against Alan, 3-2, next game to
Grasme against Dave w4, Cadwa pulling shead 4-2,
Neil getting the better of Mike 12-10 in the 4th, Cadwa
call Alan on against Dave to get that last sct, Dave gocs
into a 2-1) lead. Alan saves the 3rd, but no stopping Dave
now, winning the 4th 11-9. So the match stands at 4-4
between Andy who's lost both his sets in 6 games, v
Mike who's lost both his sets in 9 games, what a sct this
must have been, Andy the 1st, then Mike, Andy, Mike.
the last one to Andy |1-9. so the only 100% (wins) to
Graeme, on the losing side, but ['m sure all the players
must have emoved a tension packed night

Fords had another close 5-4 against Wav. La-
bour w1 the st Div, Readman Cup, the Fords team of
Kevin Dolder. Torry Turner and Tim Wearden and
Wav. Lab’s Alice Howard, Gary Watson and Mick
Tiernoy, [irst 6 games going to the call. with Kevin
having playved all his games, scorc now al 3-3. Wav. call
on Alicc v Terry, Terrv wing in 4. Fords cal! Tim v
Mick for what turned out to be the onlv 3 game sct of
the match, Tim going 2-0 in front, was 1t all over! No
said Mick, winning the next 13-11. pulling pressure on
to Tim, then Mick takes the next 12-10, all the pressure
now on Tim, but Mick’s on song now, winning (he next
[1-3. So the crunch game and it’s Mick back at the
tablc agamnst Tery, in that vast arena which is Fords, is
the “heat” gonna prove too much for Mick so soon aller
the lastepic. Torry 1akes the 1st, only just at 12-£0, Mick
grabs the next 11-7, Terry the 3rd 11-8, and whal must
have been some game Terry wins the game, sel and
match 13-13. so well done to all plavers.
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The last 5-4 match, the 4th. Div. Forrest Cup
match between Aigburth and Bath St. "E’. Aigburth’s
tcam of Graham Rollinson, Carl Anderson Eric Wood
and Tan Laird. and Bath St's team of Ted Cramsic,
Karen Gibson. Austin Hayden and Dave Cunningham.
Bath St's Ist call. the two 47s, age and expenence of
Dave v youth, and fearning fast, lan, voung lan winning
in 4.Carl next beating Austin in 4, 2-0 1o Aigburth, third
sct was the turning point for Bath St. Ted beating Gra-
ham in 3, 3 of the gamcs going to 1210, ther Karen
beaung Eric 1n 3 straight, bul you could say Eric was a
wee bit unlucky, going down 14-16, 14-16, 10-12, then
Ted beating Carl in 4, and Karen putting on more pres-
sure by beating Graham in 4, another 3 games of 12-10),
so from being 2-0 down Bath St are now 4-2 up. Not

over yet though, Eric beats Dave in 3 and lan beats
Auslin in 4, so it’s ail down to the doubles, Bath St
settling for the age and expericnce of Ted and Dave, and
Aigburth for the yvouth and expenience of Graham and
Carl, Aigburth battled to win the first game13-11, bul
ran out of steany, or luck, going down 7,2.& 5, but again,
it must have been a good might.

Only disappointment of the round were the
two W/Q's given, especially that by Harold Housc “A°
who received a W/O from the first round when Green-
bank conceded their match for not giving H H. 7 days
noticc of the lie arrangements.

The draw for the next round, the Semi's, will
take place shorily
Roly Wright. Cup Sccrctary

Frank Murphy Memorial Trophy

First round Report

handicap
f o6

ITNACRE AGHURTH 2

WATERT.OO 142
67

MANWEE 2
AIGBLURIH 1 210

BATHSTREET 1 5
_BOOILEIC

LINACRE v AIGBURTH 2

Linacte’s linc up was Harry Reeve, Harry Nel-
sou and Jack Davidson, and for Aigburth, Ray Joncs,
Paul Crugel and John Mitchell. Two 4@ div, tcams, with
Aigburth starting with an 8] point advantage, 1% sct
Linacre’s Harry Nelson pulling 19 points back from Ray
Joncs, but then in the second set Paul Crugel wins the
first game21-19 against Jack Davidson. but jack scttled
down to win the 27 game 21-10. Third sct Harry Reeve
set his mark on the match, puiling 34 points back off John
Mitchell. by the end of the 5™ set, Linacre werg in front,
not losing any further games and winning the maich by
75 points.

WATERLOO v MANWEB 3

Walerloo started minus 36, giving Manweb a
178 pomt advantage, but with the Walerloo team of Kcith
Williams, Mike Mahonoy and Alan Chase, {currently (op
of Div.1) was that cnough! With the Manwcb tcam of

Trevor Barraclough, Robin Barker and Arthur Harrison
determined to try and play a holding game, maintained
the lcad up to the 9" sel, the 8" sei ended with the score
Waterloo 258, Manwcb 261. So with Waterloo gelling
maximum points [rom the last 2 sets, and Manwcb 33,
Waterloo ran out winners by 48points, Is the Frank
Murphy Trophy going “home™ this season!

FORDS v WAVERTREE LABOUR

27 Div. Fords v 3% Div. Wav. Lab. Wavertree
started 65 in front with Wayv's Mike Ashton adding
another 4 in the first sel, beating Ford’s Grahame Reid
both games, but i the 27 sct, Ford’s evergreen All Perry
pulled back26 points from Bill Stanley. After that it was
neck and neck with the points up to the 3% gamc, when
Wav's. Teny Connor took a game off Grahame for a |
point st advantage 40 to 39. Alicr that Ford™s won cvery
game with Wavertree pegging away at the points, and
finally going into the last set with Fords ia the lcad by §
points, not a lot!, must havce been a nail biter, Ford’s
Robbie Goldson winning both games, but Mike gaining
31, so Fords won by 19, did Ford’s Frank Murphy Tro-
phy experience pull them through on this onc!

Match Comment from Fords captain Grahame
“The dream lives (3" consecutive final) thanks to Robbic
and Alf,

M/SIDE POLICE 1 v BAYTH STREET 2

Both teams had a mixturc of {op plavers (-
handicap) and good players with plus handicaps, the
Police line up of John Rankin, Steve Gitting and Tony
Harris, with Bath Street’s. Fred Bainbridge, Brenda Buo-
ev, and Alan Willis, so match startcd with a 68 point
advantage to Bath St. Firsl set was even, 36 to Steve 33
{o Fred. 2" sct, Brenda Added 10, 42 1o Tony’s 32, 3+
set John pulled 23 back 42 to John 19 (0 Alan, 19
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valuable points. Fred adds4 on the next sei. Steve pulls
back 27 from the next set, Johin gains 16 off Brenda,
Alan only drops 3 points o Tonv. 36 to 39. and Steve
gains 6 {rom Brenda. So gotng into the last sct. Bath St
arc & points in [ront, John v Fred John won both games
with Fred adding 22 but Police winning through by 14,
close!

BOOTLE YMCA 2 v AIGBURTH 1

Bootle Ymm's team of Bert Rivers, Poter Wil-
liams and Mike Hughes had met Aigburth 2 wceks
before in a fcaguc match, the only change to Aigburth’s
team being Derek Traypor now aiding Graham Rollin-
son and Carl Anderson. Bootle won that 1% encounter
7-3. Tonights handicaps were so close thal Aigburth
onh started with a 2 point advantage, so il was going lo
bc down to “on the night™ First two sets were even 39
set Bert took 17 points off Derek. to give YM a 9 point
lead, then Mike added 8 points off Graham, Derek
pulled 14 back off Peter, Bert then added 10 off Carl, 8t
game Derck gains a big 20 oflf Mike (o put Aigburth
once again in the fead 438 (o 431, the 9 set Carl beat
Peter to add another 7 points, soooh! Last sct Aigburth
leading 300 10 486. Bert had lost to Graham in that
rceent league match in 4 close gamos. could he reverse
that and gain the 15 points for the win, what must have
been a humdinger of a sel. Graham won both, 21-20 and
21-19, so giving Aigburth the match by 17 points. wdll
done to both (eams.

BATH STREET 5 v BATH STREET 1

Our first derby, on paper the Balth St.| team of
Ken Jackson. Eddie Crowley and Ricky Brown should
{ake out therr Bath St. 3 tcam of Eddic Williams, George
Crowley and John Langton, but then there’s that handi-
cap bil. Bath St. 5 [ead with a 126 point advantage. 1%
sct goes as expected, both games to Ken. but Eddie W.
ganing 21 points. Eddic C. wins both his games in the
2% sel. but George wins a marvellous 36 poinls, 37, set,
aganic cach, 36points for John and 37 for Ricky, so after
the 1+ 3 scts, Bath 1 have pulled back 28. Next st Ken
pulls back 235. then Rickv gains 13. then John and Fddic
agame cach, 36 pamis each. So inio the last 3 scis and
Bath St.3 still leading. but down to 40 points. can they
hold on! 8. set Ricky pulls 27 back. 9" set Eddic C.
gains another 14, 50 al the start of the last set John v Ken,
Bath St 5 are 19 points in fronl, Ken wins the 1" game
21-16. I would have put my money on John holding out
for 8 points knowing Ken had to win. the tcnsion must
have been unbearable for the watchers as much as the
two on the table. as John's tally moved up to 3. then 6,
don’t kuow where Ken was at this stage, but he hung in
there. wineing his game 21-6 and the match for Bath
St.I.372 10 371. pity the cameras weren 't there! Match
comment from Bath St. 5 caplain Joha Langion. “what a
Derby. Bath St. I were kopt at bay by Bath $1.5 until the
[inal game of the night”

MARCONIL v BOOTLE JC.

The Marconi team of Trevor Owens. Bob Ed-
wards. and Peler Wass were giving a 48 point start to the
Bootle JC. tcam of Brian Crolley. Roger Neal and Sylvia
Grahan, first Four games went to Marconi, Bob and
Peter, but Brian and Roger picking up 23 and 33 points,
3% set was a game cach Trevor picking up 39 and Sylvia
33. After the 4 set Marconi had pulled back the re-
quired pomis and now led by 3, afier that. Marconi
cruised through, with only Svlvia taking a game ofl
Peter, but Peter still gaining 7 points from the sct, so
Marconi ran out winners 379 to 327.

CADWA 4 v CADWA 3

There wasn’t much in this 2™ Derby of the
round, handicaps that 1s, Cadwa 4 starling with an 1!
point advantage, the teams were John Ashlev, Jack
Highton and lan Lunt for the *4” tcam and George Smith,
Rob Davies and brother Don for the 3" tcain, 1 sel,
both games going to George, adding |5 points to change
the lead in favour of the *3” team, Rob winning the next
2 games to incrcase the lead by 3. next two games. a
game cach to Ian and Don, lan pulling back 7 points, 2
points separating the two 1eams. Nexi sel, George gain-
ing 18 pomnts from Jack, but John stepped in lo take 19
ofl Don, so after the 3* set Cadwa 3 arc in front by |
point. After that the ‘4" team only won onc game, with
the "3 tcam slowly increasing the lead to a final resuit
of Cadwa 4's 4069 to Cadwa 3's 505

BATHSTREET 3 v CADWA 2

The Bath St. (cam of [an McElwee, Mark Pat-
terson and Peter Ross were giving Cadwa 2's tcam of
George Higham, John O’ Sullivan and Doug Bakera 122
point start. | three sets went to Bath Si. closing the gap
to 64 poinls. The next set swung the other wayv, George
winning both games against Petcr and adding 12 points
to the gap. Next two sels went (o Bath St, Mark and {an
winning all the games, but Doug and John adding39
valuable points beiween them. Set 7 Peter wius | and
Doug wins |, 4 point difference to Bath S(. Set 8. Mark
wing both games but johu adds 3! to their score. so
going, into the last sel. Cadwa are stiil in front by 16
points. Sct 9 lan v George, the 19 game. went to George.
21-20, George must have been plaving oul of his skin
with his penholder style holding i(s own, and giving lan
an almasi impossible lask of turning his game around,
needing to win the 2™ game 21-3, lan won, bul George
pulled back 14 points to give Cadwa the match by 429
o 419, managing 1o hold the Icad thoughout.

MANWEB | v MANWER 2

Match not plaved. Manweb 2 unable 1o raise a
tcam giving Manweb | a W/Q!!

That’s the 1* round behind us, with some tre-
mendously closc matches, now for the next round, and
who's going to stop Walerloo!!
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NETS and EIDGES

Ken Armson MBE.
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During a rccont conversation the
subject of the best player Liverpool has
produced came up and a number of familiar
names from the pasl were mentioned but
for me lhe winner would have to be Keith
Williams.  Keith has not only given tre-
mendous service to ourlcaguc and been the
driving forcc in our many successcs he has
also been a role model for others. His
dedication, determination and desire to win
cannot have been beticred by any in the
past and may not be in the future. He ended
last season with a first ever double by be-
commg our Open and vetcran Champion
and started ofl this season with two out-
standing successes in winning the Vetcran
Singles in the Newcastle GP and the Six Nations event,
A great clubman he is currently spearheading
Watceloo’s drive for the league championship Hc
leaves showmanship and tantrums to others and his
behaviour when at the lable is without blemish and he
has respeet for and of his opponents.

Having lcarncd that the two Councillors in
altendance at the T'T centre meeting I wrote about in our
previous magavine did not instigatc this meeting but
were Just invited to attend. T am happy to put any misun-
derstanding right and make it clear that my reference lo
that mecting was not aimed at or about the two council-
lorg in attendancc. Somewhat surprisingly whoever is
behind this alleged scheme has still not come Forward to
put us in the picture and T find this verv strange for il
comments about obtaming outside funding are correct
then this weuld need the support of TT organisations
and that means our league.

No one doubts we need a Centre and my own
personal vicw is thal we have not worked hard enough
to achieve this aim.  Evory location with a dedicated
Centre. and there are many, has experienced a boom in
tablc tennis. Instead of hoping new plavers will walk in
olT the street or relying on the odd ncw playver who
moves into the arca and with vet more venues being lost
a dedicated contre is the kev and should be our main
objective, Blackpoo! will be up and running in Decem-
ber and Presion will come on strcam tn 2006, possibly
earlicr. but we will still be on the outside looking in.

A new govermuent sports initiative, PESSCL,
is now coming on stream and the ETTA have a slicc of
the cake but there is nothing down for us because we
havc no dedicated centre. Halton, on the other hand,
will have a dedicated coach funded by this scheme.
He/she will work 15 hours a week in schools otc on 1able

tennis coaching lo encourage/develop
participation in table tennis. My under-
standing is that there are to be al least 3
coaches in the NW but to the best of my
knowledge none of them will be working
in Liverpool. Mind you, finding informa-
tion is not casy as al Hmes you get the
impression it is all hush hush. The ETTA
North West Dovelopment Committee is
nol exaclly buzzing with activity and ap-
pears to ¢xist only on paper and docs not
communicate with our lcaguc or any other
for that matter.

T have been doing a bit of dig-
gig on what is possibly my pet hate,
fines. My [indings whilst onlv covering a small number
of leagues mdicate that our fines are amongst the heavi-
cst. Some leagues have virtually no fincs. [ was inter-
ested to discover that the East Lancashirc league use a
system of deducting a point for offences rather than
penalise clubs financially. We are [ine orientated and
the formulac would appear (o be if it movcs fine it and
if it doesn’t (hen still finc it on the basis that it should
have moved. | am probably biased because as a club
ming lives on a financial knife-edge and it won't lake
much to push us out of cxistence. [ am nol against fincs
if a serious offcnce has been deliberatelv committed that
secks to gatn an advantage or hide a misdemeanour, My
pet hate is the playing short, playing out of order, latc
scorccard, walkovers. No one deliberaichy commits any
of thesc offences and I am cerlain that every club scere-
tary, fcam caplain and player make every possible effort
lo avoid them but we give no leeway. Before anvone
rushes in to complain of not getting a game when the
opposition is a playcr short reflect on the occasions this
has happened to others because one of your teams
played short.

The new ETTA Management Committee have
seenr 1wo of their new initiatives given the heave ho by
National Council and are licking their wounds., Without
consultation they replaced the U21 event at Grand Prix
tonrnaments with a junior event but had {o revert to the
U21 m the face of overwhelming opposition from Na-
tional Councillors. With the cgg still resh on their faces
they look a managerial decision to drop the *Courtside”
column written by John Woedford in the ETTA maga-
zine. This was seen by some as a form of censorship and
by others as not being in the intcrest of members and our
worthy National Councillors again flexed their musclcs
and gave this the heave ho. Seems the Chairman shot
lus Management tcam in the fool by trying fo restrict
debate from the start and no one likes being told they

e
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can’t do what they know they are fully entitted to do.
Just as obviously they get the impression those responsi-
ble arc trying to hide something and will vote against
them even tf this is not the case. Score is now National
Council 2 Management committee 0.

My next pet hate has to be finding 1 date for our
Closed Championships. Having again studied the
ETTA Calendar I cannot find one weekend free of any
| event that one or more of our top players are likely to be
{| involved in. Quite a number play in GP tounaments,
£1f British League, British Premicr League, Vets Bntish
%I League, County championships, ETTA Cup competi-
1 tions and we aiso have to contend with L&C league
weekend play. Ihave heard that the ITTF calendar has
afree period to enable countries to hold their own senior
championships and perhaps the ETTA should consider
doing likewise as other leagnes must encounter the same
problem as we do.

Rumour has it that Liverpool YMCA matches
can get physical and to counteract this Lawrence Ken-
wright has taken a sabbatical to hone his boxing skills so
make certain you don’t get cross with him as you might
just find his forehand drive replaced with a right jab.

OBITUOAR Y

Congratulations to Cherith Graham who has
been awarded a TASS sports scholarship and good luck
to Dave Roberts who is soon to have a twin knee re-
placement operation to hopefully be followed by a re-
turn to table tennis next season,

For those who aren't quite sure what
“PESSCL” is { about 95% I would think), it is
“Physical Education School Sports Club Link”, a
Government funded scheme fo get children more
involved in sport via their schools, the ETTA has
been given £170K over a two year period, {from
ETTA Chairman’s July Forum in the last Digesi).

And “TASS” is the “Talented Ath-
lete Scholarship Scheme”, another new Gov-
ernment initiative between Sport and
Education, 47 sports qualify for this , Table
Tennis being one of them, I'm sure everyone
can congratulate Cherith on this.

Editor

Roy Williams, the father of
former Liverpool Closed Ladies
champion Natasha, sadly passed
away on 28th September 04 in
Prestatyn aged 71. Roy was areg-
ular visitor to Liverpool when Na-
tasha, who was Wales' number
one woman for a number of years,
played for Cadwa. She became
the first female in modern times
and probably the only player, to
gain a division one championship
winners' medal, playing alongside Kevin Dolder
and Phil Musgrove, a team with an aggregate age
of under 50. One wondets, will that ever be
achicved again?. In addition to winging the
Closed iadies title, she also played for Liverpool in
the Lancashire & Cheshire League, belping the
team to the division one title and was part of
the victorious Norman Cook Memarial Trophy
winning team in the 1980's. Roy was a quiet unas-
suming man and as an International Umpire, was

seen many times on the circuit and played against
Liverpool in the 1950's for Chester in the Lanca-
shire & Cheshire League.

We spoke on the telephone for hours about
the sport and as Roy was writing the history of
Wales' Table Tennis, he was delighted to receive a
number of items about Welsh men and wonten in
the League and of Liverpool players' achievements
in the Principality. He was delighted to recetve the
Digest and always wanted to know how the Ladies
team was doing. He was a Gentleman and will be
missed throughout the sport. Our thoughts go out
to his wife Perta and Natasha and to his family.

I attended Roy's funeral on
behalf of the League but also as a
friend, and, in the town where [
was born.

Don Davies
League Chairman
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LEAGUE TABLES AS AT 26/11/2004

Division 1

Pts

Division 2 P WD

Liverpool YMCA 'A'

47

-1
o)}
—

Liverpool YMCA'B'

Waterloo

46

Maghull

Liverpool YMCA

. 42

Manweb 'A’

Wavertree Labour

Fords

36

Bootle JC'A'

35

Cadwa ‘A’

Bath St

35

Fords'A'

Merseyside Police

35

Marcord

Harold House

34

Merseyside Police 'B'

Bootle JC

33

Manweb 'B'

Bath St'A'

31

Marconi ‘A"

29

Bath St'B
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Merseyside Police'A’

Division 3

Pts

Division 4

Bath 5t'C'

48

Bootle YMCA 'A!

Bath St

42

Wavertree Labour 'C'

Cadwa'B'

41

Marconi 'B'

Harold House 'A'

40

Wavertree Labour '

Liverpool YMCA'C'

39

Wavertree Labour T

Bootle YMCA

35

Bath St 'E'

Manweb.'C

i

38

Maghull 'C

Greenbank

37

Linacre

Wavertree Labour 'B'

34
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Maghull 'B

Wavertree Labour 'A'

L
H

32

Maghull ‘A’

(24

Cadwa 'C
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Harold House "B
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Division §

Pis

Bath St 'F"

50

Cadwa'D'

34

Bath 5t 'G'

34

Maghull D'
Maghult 'E!

27

W W O = m;ml#hmwmwmwwoh

24

Greenbank 'A'

o|l-~lole|laly

b

i 8

Wavertree Labour 'F'
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Withdrawn Records

Div.1. - Fords - 20pts. Deducted at the end of the
season, twice playing an ineligible player

! Al present, there are no clear leaders in the 5 divi-

{ sions, and only CADWA ‘D’ in the 5th. with 100% |
: wins intact, can they keep it up?, there has been a few |
I above average players joined various clubs since the
 season started, lets see who can pull away from the

! packs.

I So have a good Christmas and best wishes for the

| New Year

Merseyside Police c ' The Editor
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