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NEED FOR ETHICAL CODE

IT has been said in the past that this coluymn has too frequently been used
for the ventilation of oomplaints and official propaganda While we will
not deny that there miay be a substance of truth in those allegations, we
would strongly contend that one of the duties of this column is to bring to
the attention of players and officials in the League anything which we feel
is harmful to our organisation and te—our game in general.

~ For that reason we feel we have every right to call for a code of ethics
which should govern all our matches. Naturally this would be a purely
voluntary matter but we would look to teams captains to see that their players
acted and abided by it. ’ .

After all, no matter how deadly may be the enmity on the table, for no
one expects players, whoever they are, to “pull their punches” in a match
no matter who are their opponents, their is still a social side attached to
every league match and it is up to all concerned to see that that aspect of
olr game is of the highest order.

There is no doubt that too often does it occur of players disappearing
in between their sets for all kinds of reasons. Such actions are, to say the
least, discourteous—as hosts discourteous to your guests; as visitors dis-
courteous to your hosts, There are admittedly times when a player may be
compelled by circumstances beyond his or her control, to be late in arriving
at a match or. to leave it early, but no one would complain when suitable
reason is given and it is done with the consent of the opposing team captain.

Too often, too, do we hear of the courtesy of late attendance being
abused. Take, for instance, the case of the player who asks to be excused
until 830 p.m. or even ¢ p.mn. and when permission has been given does not
appear for thirty minutes or more after the prescribed time. Such action
is distinctly unfair to sporting opponents for it not only places them in an

" invidious position byt also compels their captain to follow a line of selection

which he may well feel is detrimental to his team.

Is it too much, therefore, to expect players to remember there is such

a thing as match etiquette? And would not adherence to such a code go -

a long way towards making our league matches all the more enjoyable?
y T
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From the Secretary’s Desk

NURSERIES FOR YOUR CLUBS

by lohn McKim

ONE of the major problems which
face a great number of our
clubs, especially those clubs which
are purely table tennis or may com-

bine table tennis with lawn tennis, -

is the finding of new players for
those who quit the game for one
reason or another,

It is no secret that a great many
of them are operating with little
more than the number of players
necessary for fulfilling their léague

fixtures, and not a few of them-

have frequently found themselves
hard put to it to do just that. Any
scheme, therefore, which could ease
that position must surely recom-
mend itself to such clubs—and in-
deed, to the whole of the league
since they are a necessary and
integral part of our organisation.

Recently officials of the League--

have met officials of the Liverpool
Boys' Association and discussed
with them the possibility of a closer
association between our. two bodies.
Out of those discussions have come
several proposals, one of which, in
the opinion of your officials, could
taking a long view, be of inestimable
value to the clubs in our League.

Adoption Scheme

It is, to put it briefly, that certain
of our clubs should Took wupon
L.B.A. clubs as possible nurseries
for future players and “adopt” them.

But let me elaborate on that. The
proposed plan is that such of our
clubs as are able should each
“adopt” an L.B.A. cluyb in their
district and should arrange for
some of their older and more ex-
perienced members to visit their
adopted club regularly—one night
each week would, in the view of
your officials, be admirable—and
coach the boys there. We would
also suggest occasional invitations
to the L B.A. boys to visit their
parent clubs so that they would
become acquainted and familiar
with it,

We believe that sach a scheme
could have two influential effects
on table tennis in  Liverpool—it
could, as I have already stated,

“and their

- that they

produce a constant flow of rea.dy—
made recruits to parent clubs in our
league, and it could be the means

of generally raising the standard of

play in the city.

lgaturally the whole scheme is
based on the goodwill of our clubs
members, particularly
their senior members, but vyour
officials believe that the majority of
our senior members have the good
of the game at heart and they put
forward this scheme with a strong
feeling of confidence im its success.
It will, of course, mean the giving
up of some leisure time, but would it
not be worth such a sacrifice to see
table tennis flourishing in Liverpool,
and, indeed, to see oné’s own club
continuing to live healthily with the
probability of new players joining
their ranks all the time.

Natural Step

Many of you will already know
that members of L.B.A. clubs must
leave them when they reach the age
of 18 A great majority of them
have then mowhere to go and that
is where we believe our clubs could
step in. Under the scheme we are
proposing they would be already
acquainted with members. of their
parent club and it seems to us that
it would become almost automatic
should transfer their
allegiance very easily

The chief ofﬁmals ‘of the LB.A.
are ready and willing to give any
of our clubs all the assistance they
can in putting the plan on a sound
footing, for they too, would welcome
clubs ready to take over their
members on reaching the age limit.

May I therefore ask those of
our clubs who can participate to
seriously consider this proposal and
for those willing to do so to let me
know as soon as possible,

As T said earlier this is but one
of the suggestions made for a closer
association with the L.B.A. The
others, however, will be underiaken

by the Management Committee if

and when they have been fully ap-

proved and further announcements

made in due course.
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Lancashire and Cheshire League

by J. McCaig

No Cause For Alarm

HE inevitable clash against
Manchester with which the
men’s first team commenced their

‘season, ended ip.a 10-0 defeat for

Liverpool, but when ‘one considers
that Norman Jones lost 19-21 in'the
third to Strulovitch, Arthur Taylor
was beaten 18-21 in the third by
Ingber, Les Mulholland 16-21 in the
final game to Cartwright, and our
doublés combination of Taylor and
Jones were narrowly defeated 19-21
in the third by Ingber-Strulovitch,
one realises that it was far from being
a walk-over for the Mancunians.

Since then the same combination
of Taylor, Jones and Maulholland
have registered victory over Stock-
port by eight sets to two, only
four days after suffering defeat by
five sets to three against the same
league in the Wilmott Cup.

This surely must give our men’s
first team pride of place this month.
It would hardly be fair to single
out any one of the trio for praise
for all three played their part and
were a credit to Liverpool table
ténnis. The fact that Hankey was
unable to play for Stockport in the

. second encounter matters little as

he ‘failed to notch a win in the
Cup match anyway.

Exciting Matches

Both struggles were extremely
exciting and praise is due to both
teams for some first-class play.
The handful of spectators who came
along to Wwitness these matches, one
at Liverpool Y.M.C.A, and the other
at Waterloo Dock, were, I think,
well rewarded for their journey.
What doubts there may have been
about the ability of the team to
hold its own in the premier division

* -have been allayed very quickly,

- The women’s A team, comorising
Mrs. L. Lacey and Mrs. B, Tllidge,
botl: of Orrell, and Mrs. M. Love-
lady of Rafters. went to 3-7 to
Oldham in a second division match
at Beauclair, Most successful of
our girls was Mrs., Lovelady, who
won two of her three singles, while
Mrs. Lacey gained the team’s only
other success. Mrs, Illidge un-
fortunately seemed rather nervous

.on her first appearance in league
colours and did not produce her
normal club form. :
With regard to the men's A team,
the agreed policy of making this an
experimental side with an eye to the
future, contirmes.' So far, in three
matches, J. Cain, L. Maulholland,
‘W. Harris, W. Allanson, R. Jones
{Liverpool ¥Y.M.) and D. Ferguson
have all had a chance to display
their wares and all have emerged
with a certain amount of success,:
In their match with Wirral, the
combination of Grayson, Hobbs and
Roy Jones proved too strong for
Liverpool's Cain, Ron Jones and

Ferguson and were comiortable
winners by eight sets to two.
Ferguson and Jones both de-

feated Hobbs to score their team’s
SUCCESHES,

~ League Debut

For their match against Blackpool
on December 19, the A team will be
represented by Cain, Allanson and
Ralph Gunnion. While this will be
Gunnion’'s first league honour, he
is a considerably improved player
since the days of a couple of
seasons ago when his lack of height
tended to become something of a
handicap. Having put on a few
inches since, he has rather surprised
a few people. :

The grand start made by our

junior side is dealt with on the
.opposite page but I should just
mention that they must at least
share top position in their division.
Wirral juniors are, 1 understand,
also unbeaten in three matches,
which points to a lively encounter
between the teams later in the
season. .

In conclusion, do please let me
know of any promising player of
whom vou know. At the Eagle and
Girl tournament recently I observed
at least two young lads who could
become really good players in a
few vears time. They both belong
to league clubs and it seems strange
that nobody has yvet thought it worth
while to bring them to the notice of
one of the league’s officials.

-
o’




Youth Notes

OUR CONQUERING JUNIORS

by Jack Pattison

EVEN-THREE . . . nine-one . . .
ten-nil . . . such is the record

to date of our junior team in the
Lancashire - and Cheshire League
and one of which we can be justly
proud. o

~ And for that record all credit

must go to three Bootle Y.M.CA.

boys who have composed the team
on all three occasions—Derek Craig,

Peter Keating and John Ball.

Let me be frank. When we
entered a youth team in the two
counties league we were prepared
to see our players struggling hard
to win. It would seem that we
lacked not a little confidence in the
ability of our young players. Per-
haps that was due to not having
seen them often enough in action
against players of their own age
from other places. Well, we've had_
our answer—and in no -undertain
manner. :

Now let. me turn to the actual
matches. The first against Bolton
produced a game which was well
worth watching and produced a
kind of table tennis that we should
see more often. It was good toé
see all six players adopting an
aggressive game—not being simply
content to win points through the
mistakes of their opponents but
always trying to hit that winner.

Cur 7-3 win came through all
three of our players each winning
two of their singles with Craig and _
Keating adding the doubles.

Against Blackpool Boys we ex-
pected a tougher fight, especially
when we learned that they had also
beaten Bolton. It was unfortunate
for them that they were without
their No. 1 against ow¥ team, but
one can ounly play those opposiiig
them and 1 have a strong feeling
that Craig, Keating and Ball would
still have pulled it off against the
strongest Blackpool side.

The three Bootle boys did all
that was required of them to win
9-1, only Ball dropping a set;
indeed, I had the feeling once or
twice during the later sets when
the match was won, that our boys
were not as keen as they might
have been and gained their victories
“pulling up”,

1 was unable to see the 10-0 win
over Macclesfield but I had a good

" report of the match, From this I

judge that the Liverpool players
completely dominated all- the - sets
and never really locked like losing
one of them. The match was
played on their own “pitch”—Bootle
Y M.CA—which naturally gave
them a big advantage, but even so
the only time when- any one of
them was pushed was in the set
between Keating and Macclesfield
No. 1, R. Wilkinson, which the
Bootle boy won 21-19 in the third.
By the time these notes have
appeared in print, we will have
played Stockport Boys. 1 shall be
intensely interested to see how our
Bootle “Babes” fare there.

THE SPORTS SPECIALIST

TABLE TENNIS EQUIPMENT A SPECIALITY
Championship Tables, Bats, Balls, Nets, Shoes and Clothing
All makes of named Bats and Tables supplied.‘

"JACK SHARP

. Telephone
VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS

36-38 Whitechapel :

(LIMITED)

ROYAL 4793/4

LIVERPOOL 1
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Young Player’s Promise

4 By Joe Ellison
f? o ROM a spectator’s point of view of them the deciding factor was
. the match between RAF.A. and some good drives by Robinson at
the vital stages.

HoT Everton Y.M.C.A. produced little of
P interest beyond to wonder that if
%‘v the play shown by both teams was

the -average -standard of the “Third
F; Divisioi, what that of the lower
: divisions must be like. )
é" v Everton won by seven sets to
, three and the most interesting thing
¥ for me- was the play of Coulson of
the YM. He is only 15 years of
dge but he hag the potential of a
good player if guided along the
right lines,

3
!
He won both his sets by beating
1 Roberts and Butchart. Against the
) former he lost the first game chiefly
g because Roberts ran into a useful
lead as the result of some lucky
edges. Devastating hitting by
Coulson had his opponent flounder-
ho ing in the second game and when
i he repeated this in the decider the
H .- RAFA. player had no chance,
L

In his second set, the final one of
the match, Coulson again produced
his fierce attack and completely hit

g through Butchart in straight games.

. Smith had started R.AF.A, off
4 with a win by beating Peter Turtle
E who is not the player he used to be
and is now inclined to wild hitting,
Indeed, it was this factor as much
as anything he did himself that
elrll_ak()lled Smith to win 21-8 in the
third. .

0 With Coulson putting the teams
if all square, Donnelly gained the lead
for the Y.M. by beating Quiggin in
a three-game set in which the
R.A.F.A. player made some good
shots, some careless ones and
showed not a little slipshod defence.
In fact, it was only due to Donnelly
making more mistakes than he did,
that Quiggin won the second game.

The meeting of penholder Robin-
son and Jones was about the most
interesting set of the evening. The
R.AF.A. player used a great deal
of swerve which often had his
oppotient going the wrong way,
while Jones’s top-spin drive to
Robinson’s back-hand frequently
had the Ilatter scratching. Both
games went to deuce and in each

From that point onwards the
match went almost all the Y.M.s
L. way. Donnelly restored their lead

by winning a set from Roberts,

more notable for its hit or miss
character than anything else and
for the fact that both played as if
they couldn’'t care whether they
< won or not. Indeed it contrasted
sharply with the following one
between Butchart and Codd.

Here we had two players showing
a genuine desire to win, which Codd
did 24-22 in the third, and the only
thing that marred it was a lack of
patience to wait for the right ball.
Nevertheless -the match produced
many good shots, some reasonably
sound defence and a lot of honest
- endeavour.

Robinson could quite rightly con-

to Turtle. The Y.M. player had
taken the first game by hitting two
" real winners at 20-ail only to find
Robinson finding his weakness by
hitting down his backhand. The
final game was an anti-climax in
that Turtle got home only by
scrambling the last three points.

At this point the Y.M. had made
sure of a point but Jones brought
them victory in quick time by dis-
posing of Quiggin 21-18 twice. His
winning method was simple—some
good hitting and some good lifting
for Quiggin to hit off the table. A
tittle more steadiness would do
Quiggin a lot of good and in this
set could easily have reversed the
decision,

Smith stopped Everton's winning
sequence by the very simple method
of pushing Codd off the table and
the match ended with Coulson again
showing his great promise,

Apart from the play, the thing
that surprised me was to see players
appearing at the table in collars and
ties and in pullovers of varying
hues. It would seem that to some

people Rule 19, Paragraph 2 simply
does not eéxist. ) ‘

sider himself a trifle unlucky to lose

o

o

A




LEAGUE TABLES

Division 1 Division 5
. PWULDF¥ATP PWULDTFAP
L Balfour . .. .. 8 80 0631516 Balfour C . .-, 1010 0 0851520
i Liverpool YM. 9 7 1 1652515 Victoria Pk C10 8 2 077 23 16
I Rafters . . . .. 10 6 1 3613915 Linnets B .. .10-8 2 074 26 16
. Linnets . . . .. 10 62 2613914 | Seften......10-8 2 0712916
F\ Victoria Park . 9 6 2 1 56 34 13 ~ Bootle YM: C'10 6 3 15644 13
1 Bootle YM, .. 9 5 3 148 4211 “Qakhil B . ..10 5 4 15347 11
* Anfield -, . . 16.5.5 0 50 50 10 Anfield B ... 10 2 5 33862 7
i Bohemians ., .. 10 4 4 2 50 50 10 Bath StreetB .10 3 7 04060 6
% Bath Street .. 9 1 6 2 3555 4 Bohemians C . 10 3 7 03070 6
; itherland ., . . 10 1 8 12872 3 Litherland C .10 2 7 12872 5
Ik alfour A ... 9 0 8 12367 1 CadwaB....10 1 9 02476 2
i - Oakhill , .. .. 9 0 9 01872 0 Rafters C .. .10 1 9 02476 2
EL-‘ : Division 2 Division 6
] PWILDF AP PWLDF AP
; L'pool Y.M. A1010 0 0851520 Victoria Pk D10 9 1 071 29 18 :
| Waterloo Park 9 9 0 079 1118 Tussac ... ..10 8 1 1712917 :
-‘ ] Bootle YM. A 10 8 2 D67 33 16 Flrence Oxton 10 7 1 27228 16 E
] Rafters A ... 9 6 3 0563412 | Waterloo DkA 10 8 2 061 39 16 - .
1. Bohemians A .10 4 4 24060 10 Huntley & P .10 6 4 058 42 12 .
f‘ Cadwa ...... 10 3 4 34357 9 Nalgo . .. ... 10 4 5 15149 9
Y ILCL....... 10 3 5 2505 8 Domestic Miss. 10 4 5 14159 9
' Lucem . . ., ., 3 6 13961 7 Bootle Nalgo . 10 4 6 05347 8
: Waterloo Dock 10 2 6 24258 6 Telecomms . .10 2 7 13664 5
3 Oakhill A .. .10 1 5 43565 6 Anfield C .. .10 2 7 13565 5
o Linnets A .. .10 0 7 32773 3 Linnets C....10 1 8 12971 3 G
I English Elec. .10 1 8 12575 3 -LPAS B...10 0 8 22278 2
i . : .
i : " Division 3 North Region
o PWULDF A P PWLDTF A P
1 Victoria Pk A 1010 0 086 14 20 Liverpool P.O. 1111 ¢ 0107 3 22
B Anfield A ... 9 7 2 0652514 Waterloo PkB 10 7 2 166 34 15 -
F Beauclair . . .. 9 5 2 24941 12 Co-opr. .. ... 8 7 1 0572314
; Bath Street A 10. 4 3 35545 11 Tech. Students 10 7 3 05 H 14
RAFA ....10 5 4 1524811 Bootle YM. D9 5 2 2504012
i Bootle YM, B 10 4 4 2456510 Belling & Lee 8 4 4 04832 8
i Rafters B .. .10 4 5 14060 9 Moss Side ... 9 4 5 0345 8
- Litherland A . 9 3 4 24743 8 | Bath StreetC. 7 1 4 23040 4 .
: Linacre . .., .. o 4.5 04248 -8 Lewis's . . ... 91 6 22862 4 :
LPAS. .., .10 2 7 13862 5 AnfiedD.... 8 1 6 12159 3
‘Everton YM,, 9 1-6 23060 4 Waterloo PkC 9 0 7 22565 2
Cadwa A .... 9 1 8 02169 2 St. George’s .. 8 0 & 01169 0
Division 4 : South Region
PWULDF A P PWILDFATP
Ralfour ‘B’ . .10 9 1 0 71 20 18 Wavertree Lab 9 8 1 97317 16
Waterloo PkA 10 ¢ 1 070 30 18 Beauclair A .. 8 7 0 1641615
Vivtoria Pk B 8 6 1 1522813 Stuart & Drfmn 9 6 2 1.58 32 13
Fairlawn . ... 9 5 2 2513912 Wavertiree Bap. 7.6 1 054 16 12
Litherland B . 10 5 3 24951 12 Fairlawn B .. 8 5 3 046 34 10
University . . .10 5 4 14951 11 Liverpool CC. 9 4 5 044 46 8
L'nool-YM. B10 3 6 15050 8 Ajgburth A .. 9 3 5 13852 7
Wrbrck Moor 9 2 5 24149 6 Crawfords A .10 3 6 13367 7
Bohemians B . 9 2 5 23951 6 Lussac A.... 9 2 7 02466 4 i
vAighurth . ., . 9 3 6 03060 6 Qakhil D.... 9 1 8 02565 2 o
Harold House. 10 2 7 14060 S i'pool C.C. A 8 0 B 01367 O :
010 02872 0 1. _

LPAS A... 10
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East Region

PWULDTFAUP
Fairlawn A .. 9 8 1 064 26 16
Crawfords . .. 9 6 2 1543613 -
Ostec . .. ... 9 6 2 154313
Wyrtree LabA 8 6 1 147 3313
Stoneycroft . . 9 4 4 14941 9
Nalgo A.... 9 4 4 14545 9
Qakhil C.... 8 3 2 33743 8
Beauclair B.. 9 2 6 140350 5
English Flee. A 10 2 7 14060 5
Albright & W 9 1 6 22961 4
Fairlawn C... ¢ 1 7 1315 3

Women’s Division I

PWULDF A P~
Balfour . . ... 8 8 0 0671316
Cadwa ...... 8 51 2532712
Rafters...... 8 51 2522812
Qakhilt . ... .. 7 5 2 043.27 16
Bibbys . ... .. 8 3 2 34238,
Orrell ... ... 73 4 03634
Bath Street , . 8 2 2 13248
Bohemians ... 9 2 6 1 3060
Linnets . . . .. 7 1 5 13040
Bohemians A. 8 0 8 0 575

Women’s Division 2

PWLDFATP
Waterloo Park 7 7 0 0 60 10 14
Cadwa A .... 7 7 0 05911 14
Huntley & P . 8 6 2 056 24 12
Sefton . .. ... 7 3 3 14030 7
Anfield . .. ., 8 3 413842 7
Bibbys A .... 7 3 4 02644 6
Wavertree Lab 7 2 5 02248 4
Rafters A ... 6 0 6 01050 O
Tucem...... 7 0 7 0 961 0

Note—All outstanding matches must

January, 1959.
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be played off by the end of -

Merseyside Open

NSTEAD of the customary

report on the Merseyside Opén
Championships, played at Dunilop’s
factory, Speke, on Névember 7 aad
8, we publish the following extracts
from the report. oi the fournament
submitted to the-Management Com-
mittee by.- the referee, Mr. Ray
Hebson:~

On Saturday the referee s Mining
and sequence plans lad to' be
abandoned. By 1015 am there
should have been 80 men present,
yvet only five sets were available for
calling on.

Faced with unpunctuality on this
scale, the referee had to decide
whether to resort to wholesale
scratching, which would have em-
aciated the tournament, or wait for
more players. Knowing that there
was time in hand, the referee chose

~ to wait. Ultimately, six men were
* scratched, including one optimist

who arrived after 3 pm.

The women were not required to
report until later. In general they
were, punctual and only one was
scratched. It is understood that she
was ill, .

It transpired, at an early stage,
that umpires were scarce. Numer-

ous appeals were made to losing -

players to stay at the table to
umpire the next set, but these
appeals went largely unheeded.

One further difficulty arose be-
cause some players ignored the
announcement about lunch times,
even thdugh they were invited to
inquire at the platform if in doubt

~about when to go.

There were eleven tables for use,
but with the exception of the men's

singles, no event had enough entries

to keep all tables going for more
than a few minutes.
Where possible - non-clashing

events were played simultaneously,
but even so the number of mdlv1d—

“uals entered (some being in four

events) was insufficient to keep aI]

‘tables occupied throughout.

In the light of this experience, the
referee feels that the tournament
would have run mere smoothly; and

{Continued on page 16)

o




Divisional Notes

Relegation Bogey Again

ALFOUR A have been members Bath Sireet by 6-4 and Litherland by
of the DFirst Division. for so 7-3, it does not look as if they can
many years that without“them the have any hopes in that direction. !
division would undoubtedly look Liverpooi Y.M.CA have re- :
strange. During - the past  few grouped to bring Dave Butterworth
seasons they have mafrowly escaped |- .into thejr first team, _but his return r
relegation and none nearer than last was hardly outstanding for in his f
term when with Qakhill, they only first match—against Rafters—he lost '
avapdid - the Second Division by to both Dave Ferguson and Clint
means of a couple of valuable wins Casselman. But it was a different ;
r the end of the season. . story in the next game, agamst i
_,%nce again, however, both teams Linnets when he gained a “double” - :
arc well and truly in the danger by beating Don Hobbs and Frank
zone and it is obvious that they are Thomas.
going to find it very difficult to Two of the best individua!l per-
. once more escape. formances of the past month were
A . The trouble with Balfour A seems those by Ralph Gunnien (Bootle
4 i0 be weakness at the top.. They Y M.C.A) and Ted Barnes(Anfield). $
i have filled the two top places in Gunnion beat Ron Rumjahn 16 and )
4l their team with Bill McKechnie, 13, and Barnes, who has scored four =~ =
i Mal Wallace and Les Davies with- “doubles” in nine matches, has in- :
A out being able to find a suecessful [ -cluded Vic Chesham of Bohemians !
ﬁ combination. ) (19 and 13) among his victims. |
hi This must be one of the poorest x * x ;
H seasons Bill Harris has ever ex- i
: perienced. In his first eight league HE, Second Division is certainly !
matches he has only been able to | proving to be a two-horse race r
il win six sets and two of theseswere between Liverpool Y.M.C.A. A and
| in Oakhill'’s opening match against Waterloo Park, both of whom are
Liverpool Y.M.CA. still unbeaten, Neither team has
i Nor are any other members of {- been seriously challenged this month, :
LS the team proving more successful. Y M.C.A’s toughest match—if tough ;
if; Indeed, unless the Kensington club it can be called for they won 8-2— ;
¥ can find a couple of stronger players was against Bootle Y.M.CA. A, :
i than they appear to have at present, while Waterloo Park have sailed 8
: they can have little hope of retain- along triumphantly with 10-0 wins
£ ing premier status. over Cadwa and Bohemians A and
f Much, of course, will depend on a 9-1 victory over Oakhill A,
T Bath Street and Litherland. but as 4 Although Liverpool Y.M/'s team i
: both of them have triumphed over now includes Ted Mandaluff in 5
QOakhill within the past month— place of Butterworth, the change is
® Ik
We supply :— i

BUKTA Table Tennis Shirts in all colours.
Johnny Leach, Barna, Bergmann etc. T.T. Bats.
Tournament and Club Tab[es, Nets and Posts,
in fact . . . . .

EVERYTHING FOR TABI.E TENNIS

.. HENRY WHITTY & SON

T AT Ty el T T oy

LIMITED -
15 BASNETT ST, LIVERPOOL 1
Open All Day Saturday Telephona ROYal 3011
: 0

:
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'BATH STREET MISSED CHANCE

not likely to affect them much, for
Mandaluff is one of the steadiest
players in the league and his biggest
fault is his own modesty.

At the opposite end of the table
English Electric have broken their
“duck”. Visitin
held them to a w, thanks chiefly
to their No. 1, E. Smitton, winning
both his sets by beating W. Libby

- 21-8 21-10 and F. Crowther 21-12,

21-8.

1f the English FElectric strength
was mainly at the top, Linnets
staved off defeat owing to the fine
efforts of Jim Green and E. Gaul,
both of whom won their two sets.

The most desperate struggle in
the division is going to be between
the teams striving to avoid relega-
tion, At present Oakhill A, Linnets
A, Waterloo Dock and 1.C.I are
threatened and each team seems to
be cutting the others’ throats,

What a difference ore player can
make to a team. Take Waterloo
Dock, for instance. With: their.
regular side they beat Rafters A,
who are near the top; yet without
Andy Byrne they lost 4-6 to Cadwa.

In recent matches Bill Baldwin has
proved to be LCI1's most successful
player and among the players he
has beaten in the past month have
M. Gallagher and Mrs, L. Rumjahn
(Rafters A) and FErnie Owens
(Liverpool Y.M.CA. A). In the
latter case, his win was his side’s
only success. . ’

* * ok

HERE must be a few clubs in

the league envious of the present
position of Victoria Park for having
what seems to be unlimited reserves_
at their disposal. .

Surely few teams so syccessful ac
Park A are this season have called
on so many players, They have
needed ten so far and those who
have stood in for the “regulars” have
all proved their worth. Nevertheless,
‘with the success of R, Staunton,
unbeaten in his first six matches for

Linneis A they--
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Pagk A, the club’s selectors could-

be somewhat puzzled about how to
fit him™in each week since Morris,
Mason, Carrgil~Houghton and Tarr
have almdit.e ly good records.

Little wondef Park A have estab-
lished themselves firmly at the top
of the division afd have disposed of
their keenest rivalse And with Mike
Truman now availeble for.cwery
match, to add to #those -PEPErs
already mentioned, they-look hally
capable of remaining in their exalfed

position. A
The defeat of Anfield A by the

Park could have opened up the way
for Bath Street A to have challenged
for second position had they not
dropped a point to Beauclair. It was
a bad slip, especially as Beauclair
had John McKim in the team as
reserve—but what a useful reserve
for he beat both Hurst and Bent,
respectively 13 and 19 in the third.

With a more settled team the
Police would probably not be in the
perilous position they atre at the
moment.
they received from Victoria Park A,
most of their defeats have been by
such narrow margins as io have
been capable of reversal. As it is,
most of the assault upon them has
been borne by Gould, Hough and
Bracewell, and Gould can draw eon-
siderable satisfaction from the fact
that the defeats he has suffered
have been oM at the hands of the
division’s strongest players.

Anpther team who have called
upon no fewer than ten players this
season are Rafters B, but unlike
those of Victoria Park their reserves
have not had the same success.
Indeed, one of the best records in
the team is that held by Mrs. Myra
Lovelady, whose successes have
included three *“doubles”.

Outside the members of the two
leading teams, however, one of the
best individual records in the section
is that held by B. Smith, of R AF.A.
In ten matches, including cup-ties,
he dropped  only four sets—and a
c¢ouple of those were by narrow
margins.

Except for the trouncing-




Fine R&erd of Martinez

ITH victories over both s

during the past month, Balfour
B have virtually put Falrlawn and
Litherland B out of ning in
Division 4, but th&F have xtill to
contend with Victoma Park B.
(Curious how that ke€eps recurring
this season). ThePark beat them
7-3 in the third nshich of the season
andhthen fell thédmselves by a similar
scora ‘o, Waterloo Park A

A =nly’ twi-ce has the Balfour com-
bination of Fay, Gill, Evans, Jones

and Randall been changed and on
7 each occasion the reserve called in
—M. Looker and P. Cox--did their

stuff to some purpose.

Cliff Fay has one of the best
individual records in the divisions,
having been beaten only twice in
nine matches. Stan Harvey, of
Victoria Park B, has a similar
record, but it is A, Martinez (Liver-
pool YM.CA. B) who can boast
the best for the first half of the
season. In ten matches he dropped
only one set and that was in their
Rumjahn Cup tie with the third
division ‘side, Beauclair.

One might reasonably expect
Harold House to make a braver
showing than they have done so
far this season, especially with the
youthful players they have at their
disposal. About their best perform-
ance was the holding 4 Litherland
B to a draw, thanks to the double
scored by Elackman.

Only M. Snyder, however, seems
to be able to show any consistency,
although after a great start to his
season in which he won nine sets
out of the first ten, he has since
fallen away. T. Cohen, who has
heen brought in in place of Jacobs,
has only been partially successful.

Continnal changes are not doing
the University much good. Only
Rosembleem and Eason have been
ever-presents and only the former
las achicved much success, They
cerfainly could do with Lorna Bown
being a more regular member of
the team,
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And contrastmg sharply with some
of the other sides are Warbreck
Moor, who have relied on the same
five all through, with N. Rees their
outstanding player.

* kK

HE Fifth Division had all the

appearance of being a fight
between Balfour C and Linnets B

‘until the pair met at the beginning

of the month and the Smithdown
Road players ably demorlstrated
their superiority by winning by
seven sets to three.

‘What a fine first conple, however,
the Linnets side have in Hilliard
and ‘Grifith. Until they played

Bootle YM.CA, C, Hilliard had.

dropped only one set; then he
crashed to Ewvans and Harris.

. Griffith, on the other hand, holding

a sm'u]ar record, maintained his
winning sequence, making him and

.M. Looker of Balfour C, the players

with just about the best records in
the division.

Ancther player with a fine indi-
vidual record is Nelson ‘of
Oakhill A. He has bowed his head
only twice in nine matches, in most
of which he has played at No. 2.

Sefton had something of a blow

"to their hopes when they met the

Qakhill side and were beaten 4-6

due in the main to the fact that .

Nelson and Vie ITmundi got four of
Qakhill's six sets between them. It
was Ken McKechnie's worst match
of the season, for he lost to both
the OQakhill players in straight
games, .

Oakhill have on occasion called
upon Mrs, Edna Moore to stand in
as reserve and more than one player
has now cause to know that she is
an opponent one cannot treat with
disrespect. A fighter from the first
point to the last, she never fails
to exploit the weakness of her
opponent,
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Lussae Missedf;fmuiyan

Bath Street B have used ten
players so far this season without
being able to find a really success-
ful combination, while Anfield B,
Litherland C, Oakhill B and Victoria
Park C have each called upon nine
players. ) .

* * *

LUSSAC dropped their first point

of the season when Florence
Oxton held them to a draw, Admit-
tedly they were without T. Rattigan
and G. Callaghan who tock his place.
at No. 1, was obviously outclassed
by both Linsner and Moran.

Undoubtedly Lussac owe their
exalted position in the Sixth Division
to the two Holmeses and Leeming.
The last named, who .missed the
first two matches of the season, has

still to be beaten this ternr and in .

most of his matches the manner ¢
his victories have left little or n
room for doubt. ‘

Another player with an  all-
conquering run so far is’ Florence
Oxton’s Linsner. He has missed
three matches but in the eight he
had olayed up to the time of writing
he had won all 16 sets. Little
wonder he has recently taken over
the No. 1 berth held for so long by
Eddie Moran, -

Liverpool Nalgo must surely be
the club with the biggest supply of

players in the league. Only George -

Kirk has played in all their matches
this season, and only twice have
they had the same team in suc-
cessive weeks. Already they have
needed 12 players for their first
team,

How different has been the case

of Huntley & Palmers. Only onrce”

has their regular quintet been
altered—when they were without
Gaskell and brought in J. Ashton
at No, 5 against Linnets C. And
they still won easily enough.

With Florence Oxton dropping
noints to Lussac and Liverpool
Nalgo, Victoria Park D have
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jumped into second place in the

- -'_t-f‘

tablé -as the result of some com= -~ °*

vincing ~ victories and it behoves

Lussac to logk to their laurels if . -

they want-# keep them safe from
the Park.
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THE North Region“is unfortun-

" ately so obviously i one-Tbrse
race—the only horse being, g
coyrse, Liverpool Post Office—= :
it Joses a great deal of its interest. -

For most of the other clubs it
can only be a matter of how hard
a game can they give the Postmen
when they meet them—and the
results to date show that this has
not been often for the P.Q. have
conceded only three sets in nine
matches, including a cup-tie.

Chief interest therefore lies in the
battle for the second place, which
is at present taking place between
Bootle YM.C.A. D, Waterloo Park
B and the Co-op. The last named
have jumped into the coveted
position as the result of a fine 7-3
witr;l over the Y.M. on Bootle's own
table.’ .

Fietcher and Crank were the
Co-op’s chief. architects of the
success for both of them won their
two sets, Fletcher beating Buurman
(14 in the third) and T. Jones and
Crank also defeating Buurman and
Campbell (12 in the third).

Technical Students are certainly
having a vastly different season to
what has been their experience dur-
ing the past couple of vears. Three
wins on the run was ceftainly
unusual for them, and durihg them
Mulcahy added six more scalps to
his total for the season. The
Students’ winning run was only
ended when they came up against
Co-op and succumbed 2-7.

Waterloo Park C broke their
“duck” when they drew at home
with their near neighbours, Bath

B
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Al&%hﬂlﬂ Keen Tussle

with
this time -,agamst
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another draw,
Lewis’s.
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S—'{UART & "DORFMAN, who
ed Iike making -their league
deb%ﬂne South Region a notable

gfie, had their first setback when -

beaten 7-3 by Wavertree Baptists
on their own table. The match
also cost E. Dorfman his unbeaten
record for he was defeated 21-17 in
the third by M. Travis, who by
doing so, maintained his own all-
conquering record.

The battle between Beauclair A
and Waveriree
eventual leadership continues to
hang in the balance—at least writing
before the pair have met;- Both
teams are so obviously well balanced
from top to bottom that they are
hard nuts to crack.

The Labour Club introduced J. F.
Farquharson into their side a month
ago and how valuable he has been
to them at No. 3 is shown by the
fact that he collected six sets in his
first three matches,

Since Hambleton’s defeat by M.
Travis of the Baptists, he has
carried all before him and has
seldom been taken to three games
Chaloner’s record is onlv slightly
the worse.

After gaining only seven sets in
their first five matches, Lussac A
promptly doubled them in the next
with a 7-3 victory over Crawfords
A. Tt was also their first win of
the season and quite a night out for
Kneale, Patterson.and Smith, all of
whom won both their sets.

Could it be that success breeds
success for Lussac followed this up
with a 64 win over Qakhill D, thas

leaving that team and ILiverpool .

Cricket Club A as the only two
teams in the region without a point.

~ Street C, but a fortnight Iater the'y :
- .added a second point to

Labour for the -

o

" in three-game sets.

ATRLAWN A have taken over

the leadership of the East Region
as the result of four victories in
succession and Wavertree Labour
A dropping a point to Albright and
Wilson.

This latter match was probably
the closest and keenest seen in the
region this season. No féwer than
seven of the ten sets were to three
gzames and one of these was decided
on a deuce and the other three by
VEry natrrow margms

Albright could thank Ashworth
and Carton for their point, for each
of them won both their sets. 1In
doing so Ashworth inflicted on
Thomas his first league defeat of
the season and Carton dealt a
similar blow to Whitfield.

Albright, however, found it a
different story when they met Ostec.
Tn fact, they found all five of their
opponents on top form and the one
success they could claim—by
Ingham—was only achieved after
that nlayer had been taken.to three.

Liverpool Nalge A did themselves
a world of good with 6-4 victories
over-English Electric A and Oakhill
C. The Qakhill players must have
been not a little surprised to: have
been caught on the hop but they
could count themselves a trifle
fortunate that the margii was not
greater for of their four victorics
three of them were only obtained
By contrast all
six of Nalgo came in straight games.

Harper and Shepherd both had

two wins, the former beating Cobb -

and Glover and the latter defeated
Chambers as well as Glover.

Another good win was that of
Beauclair B over Stoneycroft by
six sets to four. R. Palmer and E.
Sturgess were double winners for
them, with victories over N. Dawn
and A. Kilbride and B, Smith and
A. Dawn respectively. “Their two
women players, Mrs. E. Palmer and
Mrs. A, Brown, added a set apiece,
Mrs. Palner by beating Dawn and
Mrs. Brown by defeating F. Davies.
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Women’s Divisions

Cadwa Losing-
By Eileen .

THE Merseyside Open has come
and gone and I am sorry to say
that once again the women's events
all went to outsiders.

I had high hopes of Moya Jones
doing well in this yeat’s tournament--
as she has been playing extremely
well all season, but unfortunately
she was def_eated in the first round
on the Saturday by Mrs. J. Farns-
worth, the Yorkshire County player,
after 1ooku1g all set for taking the
match,

It was a great pity that more of
our women players did not take
advantage of competing in the
tournament. As it was, only 26
entered and six of them were
members of the Business Houses
League, not the Liverpool League.

Once' more, however, | appeal to

our women players to try and enter
the League’s closed tournament--
when it comes round. I am sure
vou will enjoy it. The playing con-
ditions are excellent and you have a
chance of meecting players better
than yourself and. perhaps -even
beating them.

Let me now turn to league
matters. Balfour are still top of
the first division with 14 points -{
out of seven matches and Qakhill |
have taken over second place, with .
Rafters third and Cadwa, formerly
next to Balfour, having dropped to.
fourth position,

Cadwa A and Waterloo Park are
leading the second division, Cadwa
with 14 points oyt of seven matches—
and Waterloo Park with 12 points
out of six matches. But the season
is still young and anything can
bappen before the last match :s
plaved.

Cadwa’s first team will be weak-
ened in the New Year when Gloria
Burns retires for a little while. Her
nlace will be taken bv Maureen
Robinson, who plays No. 1 in the
second team.- Pauline Lawrenson
scems to be getting back to form
after her lay-off. She has a very
sound defence and is also now
usmg her attack more.

The Bbbys v Rafters fnatch was
an cxciting affair, Six of the sets
went to-three and either side could
easily have won. Reg Royle and

15

Glorla Burns ':' =
Mansell ) '

Myra Tovelady had a battle royal
with Ta sgrapmg home the -
winner the third. Reg -
doesn’t seem tgbe playing so well
this season, ssxbly because she is -
not relying ¢ much ‘on defence -
which has been” %he main feature
of her game,
Elizabeth Loughrey had a great
win recently. over Mrs. &, Lacey, who
has been playing in the.Liverpgol
A team. Elizabeth has improved
considerably this season and will bg
a serious challenger to quite a few &
players.
Linnets have acquired the service
of Mrs. E. Turnbull who also plays
in the Widnes League. She has
a good all round game and will
strengthen Linnets considerably.
Liverpool had a repeat match with
Blackpool in the Lancashire and
- Cheshire Leagne but once again we
had to bow to their supremacy.
Though the score was 9-1 against
us, their win was by no means as
easy as it sounds as six of the sets
went to three games, any one of
which might have turned our way.
Joyce Randall, who got our
only victory, played extremely well
against Mrs. Pat Gleeson. She
really got her forehand attack going
- and on many occasions it was
impossible for Mrs. Gleeson to get
anvwhere near it
It was a pity she could not
maintain her form - vga.mst Kay
Benson and . Mrs, ade
| was playing possibly as good as she
has ever done. She gives very little
away and on her day is extremely
difficult to beat as both Moya Jones
and “Julie Robeérts found to their
cost.
Moya did not play anything like
as well as she did in the Rose Bowl
match when she won all her events.
She only just lost in the third to
- Mrs. Gleeson, whose backhand was
her strongest weapon in this match
and Moya had no chance against it.
Tulie Roberts played with much
more confidence and - was only
beaten 20-22 in the third by Mrs.-
Wade. With a little of the luck
which favoured her opponent she
could easily- have won in straight
games. . -
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These Are Your Letters

SHOW EVENT ~

S a Regional player with seven -

or eight yeargbine the League
maybe I can th a bit of light
on the general reluctince to enter
for the Merseyside. Open,
This-is the sh¢w tournament of
the season and i_%s such I don’t think

© thg promoters¥thould expect mass

entehes. It i¥'a tourmament for the
second number ones, the
ps who have a chance of getting
rough to Saturdav morning, and

“for_a handful of ‘up and coming
Juniors who enter for experience.

The average club player thinks
twice about throwing his entry fee
down the drain, galloping to an out
of the way part of the city without
his team only to be made a fool of
by a player hali a dozen divisions
better than he is.

‘By all means let us keep the
Merseyside Open, but the organisers
should remember that by its very
nature it will only attract the cream
of the game.

- If they want a mass entry tourna-
ment it must be some form of
handicap affair. Maybe the various

divisions and regions could each run

an individual tournament, the win-
ner and runner-up going on to a
grand final with the competitors
from the First Division off scratch,
the two from the Second Division
off say three and so on, until the
regional  representatives were
reached. T.hev might be given 12
or 13 handicaps and everyone would
then have a fair chance.

Onl_y a fool enters a tournament
knowing, however well he plays, he
wiil be slaughtered because he'is out
of his class, and the majority of the
members of the League are not
fools. : -

E. W. STURGESS (Beauclir)

LINNETS’ REPLY

I have read with a deal of
amuserhent the letter in the Novy-
ember issne written by A. C. Taylor,

In this there is the phrase “They
do the same thing to my club time

‘and time again”—in respect of
turning up late. This is a deliberate
lie. Until this year I always made
it my business to take the Linnets
team to Bath Street in my own car.
I have been playing in this League
for just about 30 years, and I call
on any single person who can
remember when 1 was not on time
for any match. -

I state hete and now that Taylor
would not have written to. the
Digest if he had not been beaten by
Roy Jones. He has probably made

+ - his ill-temper the excuse for losing.

The quintessence of sportsmanship.
I state also that Bath Street were
unduly annoyed because they were
not allowed to deliberately steal a
set by trickery.
. The suggestion made at the end
.of the letter “'was made by Linnets
to the last A.G.M. Althoigh Bath
Street were represented there, and
have a member on the Management
Committee they do not seem -to
remember that the clubs turned it
down. T do detest a man who has
to alibi for losing—J., R. GREEN
i ’ (Linnets)

(Editor's note: This correspondence
is closed.) :

" (Continued from page 9)

-some of the umpiring troubles would
have been avoided, by using only
_eight tables on Saturday, except for
a short period in the morning.
Mr.  Hebson concludes with the
following suggestions:

The competitors’ cards might
include a promineént note to the
effect that punctual players will be
welcomed and late ones scratched.

2. The platformm staff should
aumber five, namely, referee, assist-
ant referee, recorder and two
announcers. Ideally, the recorder
should be someone who can do
clerical work quickly and accurately.

3. Although the number of tables
must be pre-arranged and stated on
the entry form, if the entry is too
small to keep them all going, the
surplus should be withdrawn from

use at an early stage,
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