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EDITORIAL

OW does one write the first editorial of a New Year? This
gquestion had me puzzled lfor quite a long time, and [ must
admit that [ read similar articles in various magazines and also
in periodicals for guidance. Most of these were used to summarise
events of the past year. Personallv T fail to sce what purpose is thus
attuined, unless it is intended to do something constructive, and not
just repeating old complaints and frustrations.

This Teague is an amalgam of various types of people with
only one common interest—table tenmis! As with all amateur
sports, from this assortment of types come a few super-enthusiasts,
who are willing to give freelv of their spare time merely to organise
for the pleasurc of the whole. Were it not for these few, we would
have no organised table tennis in Liverpool, so let us take time out
to offer them our thanks for their unceasing efforts on our behalf,

Let us approach our favourite pastime with enthusiasm and
increased tolerance towards our fellow-players. Let us enter into
this new year with a desire to play in a better spirit—a little less
gamesmanship—and a lot more sportsmanship.

The Committee spend many, many hours every year trying
to make the rules as simple and straightforward as possible. Un-
fortunately, the simpler the rule, the easier it seems for some smart
Alec to drive a hole through it! What a wonderful prospect it
would be if we could do away with rules altogether, relying on the
participants to get on with the game without ali the petty man-
oeuvers designed to ‘‘ put one over ”’ on the opposition. New Year
resolytions are worthless, for we all know that they last for about
half-an-hour at most, but we COULD all take a good look at ourselves
and our behaviour, and then perhaps we would find those faults
proviously onlv seen in others.  This might turn us into better
competitors and result in much more enjoyment being extracted
from the game.

Remember this: we play table tennis because we want to,
NOT hecause we are forced to. People have different ways of
spending their leisure hours, designed to bring pleasure into their
lives. But does it help if we detract from the pleasures of others?
So,”I suggest that you all takea good look at yourselves, and boy,
oh boy, you'll find plenty of faults. T know, because I tried it on
myself !




FROM THE SECRETARY'S DESK

By Joun McKA4Am

THE POINTS SYSTEM

AS I mentioned in y last artiele,
there has been nmuich comment
around the Leagne about the new
set up of the Divisions and the new
points system. The points system
appears to be well reccived by the
majority, the few examples given in
the previous issue of this system
giving a false League position were,
of course, meaningless, as the con-
tributors must have been well aware.
Working under our new svstem it is
ohvieus  that you coannot  make
comparisons after only a few matelies,
s some teams mav lave played
strong opposition whilst others may
only have met the weaker teams in
the division. A glance at the final
Leagne tables for the past few
seasons  will show that League
positions remain the same whether
vou work on the old or new system
of points. Another point labourcd
time after time in the Saturday
newspaper article regarding teams
finishing ievel on points at the end
of the scason does not hear very
close inspection, as previous seagons
league tables show that it is almost
unheard of for twe teams to finish
up at the top or bottom of a Division
with an exactly similar total of sets
WOTl.

The new sct up in the Divisions is
a different matter and has been
criticised quite a lot, much of the
criticisin being that the standard of
play in any one Division varies too
wuch, This is, of course, quite true
and was to be expected in the first
season of the new structure of
Divisions. A pogsible solution, and
one which may well be put before
the A.G.M. next year, is to lave
two third divisions and two fourth
50 let us have your comments and
views on this idea, and vou teans
in the middle of the third divisions
start fighting for the cxtra points,
beecause, i the fourth divisions were
formed, they would presmmably con-
sist of the lower halves of the present
third divisions. Incidentally, whether
this new systew lias any bearing on
the matter or not, I would not like
to say, but the PFixture Sccretary
informs nie that the number of teamns
giving away 1o0-0 walk-overs has
dropped greatly this year.

()

Mention was made in the © Digest
last year of a Merseyside Federation.
The Committec have followed this

idea up, and have had two meetings’

with members of the Busincss Houses
and Wirral Leagues Committees.
Whilst there are many difficulties in
the way of any very close federation,
and we are all agreed that this is
out of the question at present, we
have found many topics of mutual
inteest, and we fecl that a better
understanding hetween the Leagues
which must result from the meetings
can <o nothing but good for table
tennis in Liverpool.

The I T.T.A. are holding a Special
General Meeting in London this
month to discuss the findings of the
Development Commission, which has
been studying all aspects of the
gatne over the last 12 months. Many
of the rule changes which they are
seeking to put througl, we, as a
Comiuittee, do not agree with. Your
Chairman and myself will be atten-
ding the meeting to spesk, and vote,
against three proposed rule changes
in particular, as follows :

(a) A proposition to alter the fees
structure of the E.T.T.A. which, if
passed, will increase tlie amount we
liave to pay by about £16 {an increase
of about 33%}.  We oppose this
because we feel that the bencfits we
get at present from our affiliation
to the LIVT A, are neglighle, and
we do not seriously consider that any

. further cash rolling into the E.T.T. A,

will bring any further consideration
to us in the North.

(b) A proposition to alter the
set-up of the executive body which
governs our talie tennis. This is a
complicated rule change, but in effect
it provides for a Council, consisting
of ONE member from cach county.
This, obviously, is against ocur in-
terests as there would then be only
ONIE vote for all the players in
terests as there would then be only
ONE vote for all the players in
Lancashire, and QNE vote for all
the players in Yorkshire, whilst all

the small counties in the South
would have oune vote cach, thus

putting control of our table temnis
even further into the hunds of the
South.




(¢ The third rule change to
which we object on principle, is one
which ygives the County the right to
use the votes for EVERY League in
the County at an A.GG.M. unless the
League APPLIES to use its own
vote. We believe that, as we pay
our fecs, we are entitled to our vote,

Letter teo

47, New Fields Ave.,
Lraunstone,
Leicester.
December 4ih, 19063,
Dear nir,
Thanks very much for my issue of
“ Table Tennis ldgest " which I re-
ceived today. What struck me was
the outspokeu way it was written.
The word ‘ fiddle * is only said very
quietly in Leicestershire though I have
ne doubt at all that some is done,
Without wishing to sound pompous
I rather feel you have more of it
than we do. T win enclosing berewith
a1 handbook of our largest League,
the  Teicester & District League.
We lhad trouble for a number of
vears but for about the last four
we have found that our rule 19
[page 13) has curbed this, O course
it has not prevented those who love
to play in a division muel too low
for them. There are alwavs Lhose
wlo will get more pleasure ont of
roo?, in the lowest divisions than
50% in about division > They feel
it makes them look something, It
does ! An idiot ['! Wasting a season
in o division which they are far too
ol Luckily this state of affairs
has usually been remedied the next
season.  The former good player
finds one season in a low division
long enough to bring him down to
the standard of the division, and he
car’t o so well the following season.
We i our League have this 24,
21 Dbusiness.  We used to have (s
and 1)'s in the third and Tourth
divisions as well, but found this
wasn't brilliant. Too muach variation
between the top and battom. T wonld
rather have the divisions numbered
roe, 37 ete. U oBut it takes so loug to
reach division i " is the wail ! Aned
the following masterpicee ' We
shiould have to wait 5 years Lo reach
division 1 i we were tlic best team
m Teicester.” NONSINSE ! any
team which is any use wouldn’t o
into the bottum divisions anyway,

without having to ask for it! If we
wish to give our ' proxy ' vote to the
County representative, that is an
entirely different matter.

I will give full detsils of this
meeting  and any rule changes
approved which affect you, in the
next issuc of the '* Digest.”

the Kditor
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The boltom division is always over-
applied for | And they could always
miss divisions, ie. from 7 to 4, ete.,
for teams always fall out of the
League and these would be vacancies.
That's my pet moan on that !

About your points system, ie,
one for each set. It sounds marvellous
to e, thongh you, having had
experience of it, obviously don’t
think so. I would have thought the
best all-ronnd team would win the
championship. At the moment in
our League {3-a-side) a team conid
win the league with two players,
I wonld like our Leaguoe to give it a
trial, but I bet they won't!

I am most impressed with your
magazine and would be pleased if
vou could give me more details in
orler that I can talk our League or
Asgsociation into doing something
sitjlar, HHow many copies are needed
to be sold to breuk even ? How much
uotice Jdo you mneed to give the
Printers ? They secin to be the main
ones. I reckon we could sell a few
hundreil. We bave 813 members in
the Leicester league, and with the
sulaller Leagres in the County also
interésted, we would have over 1,000
nenbers to go at.

Finally, I am enclosing a couple of
coples of my ' T'wenty-One Points.”
This has had fairly wide distribution,
but if vou wish to publish it in yvour
magazine, go aliewd and do so.

Looking throngh your Leaguces
I cannot quite understund how teats
do not necessarily run in numerical-
cr-alphiahetical order, In our League
we insist on the first {or higher) team
going into the " A7 division, Fg.,
my owin club, Leivester YMCA have
i team in 2h and one in 2B The
League would insisé that the 4th
team was the one i 2A and the
fifth in 21 -nol vice-versa, Of
course, this A amd B business lends
itsclf to fiddling., For instance, a
clab s a team in 23 aud one also
in 2L {only one team from each of

s S iy
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2A and 2B being promoted—rule 6,
page 11&. They are set on getting to
the 1st division, although relegation
usually follows at onee, such is the
difference in standard. They lost the
first team’s first match in A, so
they promptly transfer the team
en bloe to 2B and get promotion.
This HAS happened.

Anyway, T could write aud write,
but I think I’'ve bored you enonyh.
I might have given youn semething
to think about—I certainly got

plenty reading your wmagazine! In

elosing, could vou let me have a
Liverpool League handbook  some-
time,
Vours sincerely,
PHILIP R,
Cheiriiani Secvelary,
leivestershive U, A,

Editor’s Note. I'hanks for vour
letter. It is alwavs good to hear
views from our colleagues in other
parts of the country. (Good luck with
vour plans for 4 magazine, and don't
forget 1o let us know the result.

Lancashire and Cheshire League
NO RALF GUNNION.

IRST let me correct a mistaken
impression with regard to Ralph
Gunnion, Despite this pluyer having
signed with this League once again,
he has no intention of playing for the
League. I spoke to hiin on the ‘phone
a day or so ago, and although I am
sure that he would like to play for
Liverpool, it is not feasible as he is
situated at present.

Having cleared that point up, let
me pass on to the position of the
1st Men’s team. To date thev have
played two matches, losing both,
9-1 to Bolton and 6-4 to Prestom,
the latter match just a week after
losing to the same team 5-4 in the
Wilmott Cup. In the League match
with Preston, played at Liverpool
YMCA, it was a pity that Wally
Allanson was unable to play, due to
illness. At Preston the previous
week he had won all his three sets,
and had shown the sort of fight and
determination that wins matches,
His win over Kershaw was cxcellent,
matched only by Norman Jones' win
over the same player. For the League
match v. Preston, Ted Mandaluff was
drafted into the side at the last
minute and had a splendid debut,
winning two sets, and losing only in
the third gatne to Kershaw.

By Jack McCaig
TITLES.

In with the Dbest chanee at the
moment would scem to be the Youth
teani, followed clogely by thie Juniors.
The Youth team, of Alan Tolson,
Bob Iiden and Rov Smith are un-
defeated, with furtler matches to
play against Burniey, Blackburn and
Barrow, The prospects of winning
this division seem quite hright.
Meanwhile the Juniors remain umn-
defeated in five matches, one point
having been dropped to Blackpool.
It is early as vet to asscss Junior
prospects, especially In  view of
experience of past seasons, when all
seemed set for an outright win of the
division, only for hopes to be dashed
in final matches. Perhaps this will
be the exception.

Finally, hecre are a few home
matches, together with vennes:
Friday, 17th Janunary--

Ladies 'A’ v. Blackpool at LDPAS.
Friday, 31st January

Ladics” 15t v. Crewe at HReauclair.
Friday, 31st January—

AMen's ‘A’ v. Blackpool at Tng. Elee
Friday, 7th February

Men’s st v. Blackpool at

Liverpool ¥MCA.
Friday, 14th February-
Youth v. Blackburn at
Wavertree T.abour

Enguiries lo:

AIGBURTH LAWN TENNIS CLUB

{ Associale with Linwets and Awghueth T.0.(0)

MEMBERS WANTED
MEN & WOMEN

Mr. W, Alexander (Hon, See.), 38 Allengate Rd., Liverpool 1g.

Also JUNIORS
(From 14 vears of Age)

{Tel. CRE 1182),
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Twenty-One Points

Remember first and forcwost thal you are the most important player
in the World. Nobody else matters.
Always play to win—AT ALL COSTS.
Never turn up smartly dressed at matches. Ounly cissies do that |
If you are given a point which should be your opponent’s, say nothing.
The Umpire is scoring, not you. If it is your turn to serve, it is as well
to serve again as swiftly as possible, before the Umpire has time to rectify
the error.
If your opponent is given a point which in your opinion should be yours,
let the Umpire know in no uncertain manner. Under NO circumstances
should you atlow yourself to be swindled !
If you are experiencing any trouble with your opponent’s service, implore
the Umpire to watch it more carefully. Whether he is foul-serving or not
it doesn’t matter. By your action you are hound to have unsettled him.
If you have a good foul service use it often. If the Umpire has the nerve
to pull you up, argue. If the Umipire happens to be a player, remind
him that YOU may have the opportunity of umpiring one of HIS games
later on, pointing out that you fecl IS service is open to question on
its fairness.
Sometimmes a point will occur which is open io question—whether it was
edge or side, ctc. THESE SHOULD BE YOUR POINTS. Argue over
them until you get them! Remember two or three points (or even omne)
can turn defeat into victory.
Tf vou lose, never hesitate to make excuses—the nct, edges, lighting,
floor, ball, table, umpiring - -anything ! Remember, your opponent could
not possibly have played better than you !
{f vou get a net or cdge, grin breadly, or laugh out loud. You are NOT
sorry ! Don't apologise, then yon are not a liar either!!
If your OPPONENT gets a net or edge, scowl, look at the lights, or do
anything vou possible can to make him feel thoroughly nncomfortable.
Alwavs turn up late for matclhes—it makes you look meore important.
But NEVER turn up too late for refreshuients!
Never attend any meeting to which you may be invited. But never
hesitate to criticise any decisions which are made there.
Never play inferior players if you can avoid it. Remember, playing them
doesn’t fmprove YOUR ganie.
When table tennis is the topic being discussed, monopolise it Ly talking
about the only player who is of any interest YOQU. Iiven if table tennis
isn’t being discussed you can soon switch it round !
If you aren’t seleeted for any mateh, tell all and sundry that ** you have
to be in the clique.”’
Never botli to help younger players by coaching or giving advice. Why
should you ? It is of no benefit to YOU !
Never Ielp out by mupiring or anything of that nature. Remember that
vou are a player, and they are lucky to have you.
In a doubles game alwavs make vour partner adapt his game to suit
vours,  As the inferior player he should he pleased to be allowed to play
with you!
One player can easily win w doubles- YOU T Never hesitate to take ol
the credit. One player can adso lose a doubles  vour PARTNER [ Point
out his failings in frout of everyvone -it can do ne harm.
Finally, when you win, let the World know. A spot of exaggeration can
do nmo harm. Forget your dedcats!

Puinir Rein,

{3)




Around the Divisions

DIVISION 1

r W I, D Pts.
Liverpool YMCA 1 1 o o 1ol
Bohemians B o0 gy
Rafters JSUN CURNES ¥'s SR s o)
CADWA B b 79 71
L'pool ¥YM ‘A’ 1y b 30 Ly
Anfield ... ... 11 7 (R Y
Oakhil! .. . 11 13 2 54
Linnet .. . 1 4 7047
Waterloo Dock r2 3 85 0y
Lucem . 12 2 [T BT
Balfour . I 6o 38
Bohemians ‘A" 10 2 6 2 33
Rafters ‘A’ .. 12 1 11 o 4
Bootle YMCA 12 0 12 0 13

T the half-way stage Liverpool
YMCA and Bohemians have
drawn out ahead of the ficld, the
YM slightly ahead with one game
(v. Anfield) in hand. While seemingly
the favourites, with the imemory of
losing 1-g earlier to Bohemtans in
the Cup, thev can yet be toppled
from the lofty perch. It sc happens
that, as I write, the teams liave to
meet twice, and two decisive wins
for Rohemians can put them ahead.
A lot depends on both sides bLeing at
full strength, for when one man is
away it can mean a vast difference.
Rafters seem set for 3rd place, and
Cadwa and the YMCA ‘A’ teum
appear to be set to battle it out for
4th and sth.  Anfield and Oakhill
are safe and sound, and if thev werc
to play at full strength throughout
the second half, Anfield mighit shoot
up to 4th place, but a lot depends
on Stoddart being availahle each
week.

The whole of the lower half of the
division is engaged in the rclegation
battle. Bootle YMCA and Rafters
‘A’ trail well behind the field and
must be favourites for the drop.
Who their companions will be is
much harder to forecast. Iiverpool
Pirates (nee Balfour) have two games
in hand, as have Bohemians ‘A’, one
being against each other, and both
are hard on the heels of Lucem and
Waterloo Dock. Linuets, lying 7th
from bottom, with a game v. the
Pirates in hand, have only a slender
lead from Waterloo Dock, but every
set_earned {n"the outstanding match

(6)

-Bvy JiM GrREEN

can inerease the gap. They owe a
great deal to Lrank ‘Thomas and
" Dixie’ Prean, the voung man from
last season’s sth division. Dean has
won 14 from his last 16 sets, playiny
at 3 and 2, accounting for players
such us Jiin Rimmer, Harry John-
stone, Ted Burnes and Tan Rogerson
and for a newcomer, barely zo, it is
an impressive bag.  But it has been
a team effort all the same, and with
hopes of occasional appearances by
Ralph {unnion, (Gerry Cooklin and
Ted Hriscoe, Iinnets feel that they
might pull clear.

Lucem are staging another dram-
atic revival, as theb have done so
often in the past, Next to bottom
last wmonth thev have risen to s5th
from hottowm, thanks to No. 1 Tleyes
in the main.  He has collected an
impressive array of scalps, headed
by l.cague champion Wally Allenson,
and the whole side have pulled their
weight in the sudden change of
position (forecast in last month's
notes). Rafters ‘A’ are struggling
manfully, but lack strength at the
top. Ilere again, a bit of luck at
odd times can add to their sets tally.
Bohemians switch of Hrie Davies
to the ‘A’ team in place of Bernard
Hand might possibly  strengthen
their chances, but I feel that thew
will eventually be one of the un-
fortunates. for one of their out-
standing matches is against Liverpool
YMCA ‘A’ who must win cvery
possible set to try to oust Cadwa
from 4th spot, and I see little jov
coming to Bohs that night, The
most  unpredictable  of the lower
sides are the newlv-mamed Pirates.
Norman Jones has not been at his
best to-date, and the team has not
been playing uo to its man-for-man
poteatial. Perhaps  with a more
settled  side  they might  fmprove
their  position. All in all, more
interest would seem to be centred
in the lower half than at the top,
where the issue is more or less clear
cut.

Finally, T find thal Pete D’Arcy
has now won z3 sets from 26 played.
What a pity he has Leen so out-of-
touch ? He might have done better |




DIVISION 2A

P W I, b Tts
Woree Lab, "A7 11 11 [SERC Y-
RATA . .. a1 1 1 o 83
Cadwa AT L 1 8 3 0 69
Linacre ... ... 11 8 3 0 b7
Rath St. 'A7 T3 3 150
Beauclair Lo IT b g1 3N
finglish Iilec. 4] |3 2 b
LPAS 'A° oz 7243
(akhill "A” i z 63 42
Liverpool P.O. 10 2 7 1 33
Waterloo Park b 3 5 o 30
Pairlawn "7 ur I Soo23r
Lafters "A" ... 1o o 1o o I5

VIR the lust two months the
sitnation in league affairs hasg
remained virtually unchanged, with
the exception of Beaneclair who were
otte of my bright hopes, hut have
now fallen by the wayside, and they
will have to play extremely hard
now if they are to come into the
reckoning for promotion. Tt does
appear from the plaving records
that their No.  DBrinn Pardy s
having to do more than his fair
share of winning,

Tt is rather difficult to understand
why English Electric are so far down
the division, for surcly their playing
strength is potentially stronger than
two or three of the teams above
them. Is it due to bad luck ?  Or,

By Jm RopINsSON

perliaps rather reckless play on the
part of some members of the team ¢
I do feel that with more concen-
tration they could fill a considerably
higher place.

In the Rumjaim Cup we have two
representatives in the semi-finals, but
to be quite truthful T cannot see
either of them winring the cup.
RAFA are drawn against Wavertree
Labour, and Wavertree Labour ‘A°
play Bath Street. It looks like heing
an all- Wavertree final, and one must
obviously nominate their first team
to win.

Perhaps it is my imagination, hut
over the last few months it appears
as if a far more friendly atmosphere
has developed during matches, and
if so, in the huuble opinion of yours
truly this is a very good thing, as
for much too long we have endured
this habit of coming in, a per-
functorr ' good evening’, get the
game over as soon as possible, an
equally terse ‘ goodnight " and home.
Surely a little more get-together will
make for pleasant evenings, which
in the long run make for the good
of the game.

Finally, Dbeiter late than mnever,
I would like to take this opportunity
of wishing everyone a very happy
and prosperous New Year.

THE SPORTS SPECIALIST

TABLE TENNIS EQUIPMENT A SPECIALITY
Championship Tables, Bats, Balls, Nets, Shoes and Clothing
All makes of named Bats and Tables supplizd

JACK SHARP Ltd.

TELEPHONE

ViSIT OUR SHOWROOMS :(—

- - - ROYal 4793/4

36-38 Whitechapel, Liverpool 1

4!
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DIVISION 2B

I W I, b Pts
Witree Labour 1o 10 0o o0 ¢g
L'pool YM 'B° 1t 8 2 1 &2
Bath Street .. 10 7 2 1 6o
LPAS 0 . I1i 7 2 2 07
Anficid ‘A" ... 11 0 3 2 03
Fairlawn e 1135 5 1 63
Crawfords ... 11 5 5 1 38
Bohemians ‘B 11 4 5 2 353
Cadwa 'B° .. 11 4 7 0 51
University ... 1I 2 4 35 50
Linnet ‘A" ... 11 2 & 31 39
Bath St 'B’ 10 1 9 o 1ib
Waterloo Pk. "A’r1 o ii 0o §

Fl‘HE interest in this division re-

garding the Dbattle for pro-
metion seems to be cenired on who
will fimish in  2nd  position, for
Wavertree ILabour have established

@ commuanding  lead, and unless
something  approaching o  iracle

occurs, are certs for the 1st division
next year. DBath Street are lying
sccond  at present, and liave well
carned their high placing, bul they
must keep up the pressure for hard
on their lieels are Bohemians ‘I
amd  Liverpool YMCA ‘B’ with
Fairlawn showing an improvement
atter a slow start. It wouid be an
interesting situation if either Rohs
‘B or ¥YMCA ‘D’ were to gain
promotion, for they wounld then be
in the position of having three teams
in the premjer division, a position
only achicved once hefure, by Balfour
some ten years ago,

The clash between these two sides
provided 4 most iuteresting en-
counter when the respective No. 1's
clashed for the two players in question
were nonc other than Vie Chesham
(Bohs] and Roy Jomes (VMCA),
Loth of whom would not disgrace
the No. I spot in cither of their
clubs st tearus, which perliaps says
something for the strength of their
clubs—uor does it cast doubts on the
nules which allow players of their

By PrrEr HURWORTI

culibre to turn ont for their ‘B’
teams ?  Just for the record, Roy
Jones beat Chesham 2r-16, 21-17.
Joyce Randall had a truly ex-
cellent win over Judy Crafter for
Lohs ‘B’ v. Cadwa 'B’, coming back
to witk 23-23, 2I-19 after trailing 12-21
in the 1st game, but Judy must have
had some satisfaction in Dbeating
S, Stirzaker =21-16, 14-21, 21-I3.
Bohs eventuaily ran out winners at
Bath Strect recorded a tiriumph
by beating Liverpool Y3 "B’ by 8
sets to 2, and an interesting resuit
in this game was Alec Goulds narrow
win over Cyril DBradshaw at 25-23
in the 3rd-—a very good win indeed !
Bradshaw gained some revenge by
beating Joel Johmson 21-4, 21-Ic,
who also lost his sides only other
set to El. Kewley 21-13 in the 3rd.
Not his happiest evening for sure.
LPAS just seraped home over
Anfield 'A’ 6-4, but the result might
liave been differcnt hud pot Reg
Gray (Police) gained one set “walk-
aver’ over J. Brannigan. And
Crawifords must have thought that
they were playing Bohemians ladies’
tegin when Bohs arrived at Olive
Lane with Murie! Willcox, Joyve
Randall and young Barbara Cain in
the tcam. Crawfords won 7-3, but
two of the scls were wou by Miss
Willeox (1} and Alrs, Randall (1),
University carned a good draw
v. I.PAS mainly due to a double
scored by R. Francis who dropped
down to No. 4 to beat Ilon Gauld
and Alan Heague. The bottom of
the table clash between Bath St ‘B’
and Waterloo Park 'A’ just about
scaled the fute of Waterloo Iark
when they lost 2-8, and I think that
they will e much happier playing
against sidey more nearly of their
ownl calibre next season in one of
the lower divisions.

Funeral

PRIVATE CIIAPEIL

CHARLETT’S
Directors
48-50 LARK LANE, LIVERPOOL 17.

Telephont :
LARLE Lane 2564 & 24438

DAY & NIGHT SERVICL




DIVISION 3A

PwW I, D Tis
Balfour "A’ 10 10 © 0 gl
Maghull . ... 13 ¢ 4 o 8&:
Colonsay e 11 IO 1 O 78
St Marv's OB 2 6 3 1 68
Wav. Lab, ‘¢ 1 74 0 0Oy
L'pool Jewish B 11 7 4 o 3506
Linnet ‘¢ .. 11 5 0 o 3
Stanley House 9 5 2 2 350
Oakhill 'B* .. 11 4 7 o 49
Eng. Elee. 'C 11 4 7 0 345
University ‘A" 11 4 7 o 42
Fairlawn ‘B’ Iz 2 g I 40
Lyea .o . 1z 2z 1w o 37
Anfield ‘1Y .. 12 2 10 o 33

S we are nearing the laif-way
mark it seems a good time to
look for promotion candidates. IBal-
four 'A’ (or to use their ncew title
Jiverpoal Pirates ‘A’) must be
certain of a division : place next
season. I have not had the “pleasure’
of playing them as yet, nor (un-
fortunately) huve I had a chance to
see them, but from all accounts they
are going to take a lot of stopping—
if indeed they ARE stopped ! Their
closest match  to-date has  been
against Colonsay when they wmerged
as 7-3 winners, but six sets went to
three games, which proved that it
was a fight before victory was en-
sured.
Colousay could well be considered
as possible runners-up, although they
have a long way to go, and their

By Davin Barox

2nd division place cannet be guarau-
. teed as yet.

[ Maghull lost a lot of ground in
tieir title clhase when .they went
down 3-7 to Liverpool Jewish on

| December 4th in what must have
been a truly exeiting scrap, for no
fewer than seven sets were decided
in the ‘third’. But Maghull cannot
be coanted out vet.

If Oakhill *I3" had done as well in
their first 5 matches as thev have
| done in the last 6 they would have
been right up among the leaders, but
they liave little or no hope of making
| up the lost ground and joining them
j now. They did have a good win
i over HEaglish Electric ‘¢ thouyh,
‘ which gave more heart for the second
half.

A lot of jnterest has evaporated

| from the bottom of the table since

I there is o relegation to fight against,
Anfield stay firmly rooted in the
bhottom spot, and seem destined to
stay there uniess they can strengthien
their team.

I would like to mention that maay
score cards are not fully completed
before posting. dMay I urge Captains
to complete the result, and also the
"record ' on the bottomn line, for it
tloes save a lot of time when checkiny.
I would add that this applies in ouly
a very few cases. A happy New Year
to vou all.

We supply :— BUKTA Table Tennis Skirts in all colours
Johnny Leach, Barna, Bergman, etc. T.T. Bats
Sandwich Bats Tournament and Club Tables

iNets and Posts

in fuct EVERYTHING FOR TABLE TENNIS

HENRY WHITTY & SON

LIMITED

I5 BASNETT ST., LIVERPOOL |

Open All Day Saturday

Teiephone ROYal 3011
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DIVISION 3B

. T W I, 1 Pts.
Anfield "B .. 1: 1o L1 uy
Tinnet "B ... 12 10 20 0n
Wav. Lab. 'B' 1z 11 © 0 yj
Sefton General 11 9 2 o 74
Crawfords 'B’ 125 0 I 70
Bath &St ‘¢ 12 O 5 1 62
Mossley Hill ... 10 5 3 2 60
Fng. Elee. "B 12 5 © 1 32
Balfour 'B’ 1o 4 6 o 39
Crawfords "¢’ It T8 2z 33
Orrell "A° Lot I 9 T 32
Colomsay ‘A’ N 23 1 29
Coll. Teelt, "A" a1 1 83 22
Linnet ‘I*° .. 10 7 0z lg

“‘s these notes go to press Anfield
£ ‘B’ are still grimly hanging on
to their lead from Tiunets ‘B’ and
Wavertree Labour "B, (Ouly omne
point scparates the three although
Labour have a game in hand, and
have defeated both Linnets ‘B’ and
Anfield ‘B’ by the narrow margin of
G-3.  On 8th Junuary, Linnets and
Anfield meet for their top-of-the-
table duel, and then the gap may
start to widen!

The onlyv other team to afford any
possibility of a threat to the top
threesome is Sefton who are notched
into 4th place, 23 points behind the
feaders, but with one mateh in hand,
Sefton doesn’t seem to have hit top
form as vet this season. Although
they have lost only two matches and
scored a victory over Linnets ‘B’
away fronr llome, there have heen
many valuable sets dropped which
this scason constitute points.

Congratulations to Alan Tolson of
Wavertree Labour as the only roo
percenter still in the division, all his
games heing plaved at No. 1 or 2,
Thorlev (Anfield} has dropped one
game only, and Gilimonr {Wavertree

Py GHORGE GRITE

Labour), Leeminy (Linnets) and
Kettle (Sefton) three apiece. ‘Top
lady of the division at the inoment
is Mabel Francis of Crawfords with
15 wins from zo played.

In spite of the obvious difference
in table-tennis ability between the
top teamns and those struggling man-
fully (and womanfully} at the bottom
of the table, it is a pleasure to note
the Xkcemness, sportsmanship and
camaradie which {s gracing our
division. There has hecn ouly one
teamn walk-over so far this season,
and even this has been satistactorily
explained. The number of individual
walk-overs is still being kept to a
bare minimum. A pat on the back
to all of us—let's keep it up!

We have an * Hlusive Pimpernel '
in the division (alias *Jim’) who las
been popping up all over the place.
On 29th October he made his first
uppearance for the Linnets ‘B’ team,
and, after demelishing his opponents,
went back into hiding! He re-
appeared at the end of November,
this time in the ‘I’ team, winning
the only game for his side. The
following week the ‘B’ and ‘E’ teams
met across their common table---
problem—where to play Jim ? After
imuch top-level discussion it was
finally decided to keep him in the
‘I’ team, where lie lost both his sets.
The next week found ‘Our Jim'
back winning in the ‘B’ team.
Terhaps in the second half of the
season we'll find him hobbing up
at irregular intervals for Crawiords
‘B’ and ‘C' teams!! (That would
take the biscuit I— News FEditor).

In closing, let me wish you all
health, happiness, and many, many
good points and net-decisions in 1964,

PARKFIELD MOTOR Co. Ltd.
OPEN EVERY DAY & EVERY NIGHT
Telephone :

LARk Lane 2204-5-6
| AIGBURTH ROAD - LIVERPOOL 17

"




DIVISION 3¢

W L D Tts
Crawfords "A° 12 10 195
Coll, of Tech. |3 90 2 g
L'pool YM 'C° 12 10 1 1 83
LPAS 'B” . 12 6 5 1 76
I.’poal Jewish i 7 2 I 74
Balfour ¢’ 2 b 4 2 73
Orrell Iz 7 5 0 %3
Bohs "¢’ 12 74 Ut 72
Beauclair *A° T " S
Eng. Hlec. "IV 12 4 7 1 43
Lowlands ‘A’ 5] 210 0 29
lLinnet ‘14" 10 o 7 3 22
Bradstones T2 o 1 2 1y
Crakhill ¢ 12 o 10 2 1h

‘ “ITH the season half over Craw-

fords "A° lead the field, but
breathing down their mnecks are
College of Technology, who, with a
waane it hand, conld well take over
the top position, and with Liverpool
VMCA 'CC lying a close third, the
ultimate championship seems to rest
etween these threc.

However, spare a thought for the
teams  who turn up each  week
knowing that onc set or at most
three, will be their lot for the uight !
Teams such as Oakhill ‘C’, Linnets
'Y and DBradstones, for while these
teams are finding it extremely hard
woing against the top guns of the
division, they are haviug a rare old
battle amongst themselves, with the
Oakhill "¢ v. Bradstones, and Oak-

By Jnmy BowDEX

Lill "¢" v, Linnets (1 inatches
resulting in 5 sets cach.

It is nice to see quite a few Jadies
in the division, and with this season
beliind them they could well be
showing us the way llome next year.
A special word of niention for Marion
Lewis of Linnets ', for although
not winning regularly, she is putting
up 4 great fight in all her games, and
her set against ddie Iland of
Balfour ‘'C’ which she lost in the
third was a noteable cffort, for Eddie
is  notoriously one  of the most
difficult opponents one is likely to
meet in this division.  Well carned
words of praisc must go also to C.
Dingwall (Crawfords ‘A’) who has
to date pluved 2o sets, winning all,
and having been taken to the third
gante in only one set,

Bradstones are having a lean tine,
But  their four sets v. Liverpool
Jewish must have given them a tonie,
for they have collected a further
twelve  sets from their  last  five
mateties.  Orrell, Beanclair "A° and
English Electrie ‘D’ are comfortably
placed, while Bohs ‘C’, Liverpool
Jewish and LPAS "B’ keep hard on
the heels of tlie leaders, waiting for
a slip. Lowlands 'A’, although near
the hottou, have, I think, just that
little bit more than the teams below
them, and slionld keep clear of the
wooden spoon,

DIVISION 3D

W 1, D Pts.
St Tidward's [ TS T S O
I’pool Jewish "A" 117 10 1 o 38
Anfield "¢ . 1t 7 4 o So
Balfour ‘I’ 10 g 1 o 77
Eng. Elee. 'A" 10 7 2 1 72
Lowlands ar 734 0 07
Beauclair ‘13 o 3 6 0 40
Linnet TV Lot 3 b3
Dom. Miss, o3 6o 36
L'pool YA "1 17 2 G130
Lussac Lot I to o 25
Lucem "\’ 10 2 8o 22
Bradstoues "A" 10 6 10 o3

Iing. Elee,  Withdrawn
(Record expunged)

OW  refreshing to lhave some
reasontable competition at the

top of the table instead of the run-
away wins to which we have become

(1)

By Jaok TaNBErT

aceustomed, when the championship
has been sewn up after the tirst few
games.  Liven so, St. Edward's have
establishied themselves as firm fav-
ourites, mainly as a result of a 6-4
win over Liverpool Jewish, who until
then were themselves undefeated.
Double wins were scored by ice-caol
Lawson, and explosive Tom Smith,
and hv Vrydman for the losers. The
return could well be the champion-
ship decider. Jewisli, in turn, had
scored an excellent win over English
Ilectric 7-3 (Cameron I¥. 2), while
Bhoth Flectric and Balfour Y have
heaten  Anfield 6-4, with  George
Moon and Maureen King winning
two apiece, Sort that summary out
and vou have the champions! How
about ovder of mention ?




There are many ro-o and 9-1 wins
which call for little conunent, except
pethaps to disagree with last month's
correspondlent, and say that it
WOULD be a consoling thought to
many of the lower teams if there
WAS relegation to look forward to,
s0 that these teams could find their
own level!

Two wing from Rix gave Beauclair
the edge over Linnets. Arthur
Richardson, back in harness after a
couple of years keeps chalking them
up, including two against Linnets in
one of the rare draws. Gower (Lussac)
earns praise for his two wins v.
Anfield in a 2-8 loss, and two gallant
wins by Sumuncers of Bradstones, who
keep plodding away with full teams
every week without much success.
They set an cxample to many more
established sides, and should De
given every encouragement.

A few good individual performances

particularly by Hopwood (Lucem)
who seemn to enjoy breaking through
the hig five—-in one set he won
21-18, 2r-23, 27-25. K. ®mith
(Lowlands) is Lis partuer in success
with many good scalps added to Lis
collection. Murphy (Iaussae), Birch
(Anfield) and junior Peter Wass
{Linnets} all earned good doubles for
their losing sides.

I have a scheme which, subject to
Management approval, and interest
shown by wvou, would give our
division an individual champion at
minimumn  inconvenience to  the
plavers. (Put it to the Cowmmittee,
Jack— -Editor}.

A side is to be selected to represent
the Division against representative
teams of the other 3rd divisions for
the * Micklestield Medals.” No more
than one plaver fronl any one team
to Dbe sclected, so be on vour toes
to get into the team.

WOMEN'S DIVISION

P W L, D Pts.
Bohemians Ir 1o o 1 83
Bath St 1o 8 2 o 77
Cadwa o ¢ 8 o 1 71
Crawfords . Q 7 L1 07
Linnets .. T 4 4 3 o1
Rafters .. .. 10 4 3 3 57
Cadwa ‘A" .. 10 3 5 2 3!
Anfield . g 4 3 2 49
Balfour .. e 2 b oz 35
Cheshire Lines 1o 3 a 30
Eng. Electric 2 0 1o o2z 23
Bohemians 'A’ 7 2 5 a 20
Linnets ‘A’ 10 0 g I ibh

T Dbegins to look as though the
‘old firms™ of Bolemians and
Cadwa are going to fight it out for
both the Teapue championship and
Bartholomew  Cup. It would be
stupid to make a hard and fast fore-
cast of the ultimate destination of
cither, but I confess that T have «
sueaking fecling that this will be
Bohs year, especially if Mova Jones
were turned out more often. How-
ever, although there arc a group of
teasns such us Bath Street, Crawfords,
Rafters and Linnets, all keeping close
hioping for a slip on the leaders part
weven though the chances of Loth
slipping are very remote. The two
sides drew in their first mateh of the
season, and it may well he that the
return will decide the eventual cham-
pions, bhut both teamns must keep on
collecting every sct possible to keep
in the hunt.

(12)

By Amv BeLT

Maureen King of Liverpool Pirates
(ex Balfour) is getting into her stride
now. During the suimmer she made
radical changes in her game, and for
the first few weeks seemed rather
uncertain, but she is settling down
now, attd has collected a number of
scalps including that of Jean Rey-
nolds {(Rafters). In the same match
she took Eileen Mansell to 26-24 and
managed te tuke Moya Joues to a
deuce in the third, and at the rate
she is improving it eannot be long
before she will carn a place in one of
the city teams. Milly  Harris
(Linnets) is another whose improve-
ment this year is marked, and again,
she has beateu Jean Revnolds in her
side’s first-ever win over Rafters.
Pat Brown ount at Iinglish Blectric
has struck a bad patch, bDut there is
no doubt that she will come back
again. It is a pity that lher tean-
mates don't take their pames niore
seriously, for I'm certain that thev
could become o fairly strong side
withh more application now.

Crawfords  are lhaving o  good
season, and ecaclt year they get that
little LIt hetter so that in a vear or
two we should find them amony the
leaders. salfour are having little
success, for although they have three
strong plavers, they seem to find it
difficult to find a fourth —playing
short four times from ten matches,
and in addition their woinen's team




auffers from calls for one of their
men's teatns, with the result that
their Leagne position is nothing likd
@s high as it might have been, had
they concentrated more on  this
division. Tt seems a pity that onr
division has to take second pluce to
the men, but of course tlist is the
domestic affair of each club ! I feel
a great deal of regret that the name
‘Balfour’ is Leing lost to the League
after so many vears, during which
the numne has been synonvmous with
the best of our Teague table tennis.
There are very many who will share
1y regret,

Bath Street are having a fine
season —a real team effort, as is
called for by the new points svstem,
hut if one player can be pin-pointed
it must surelv he Jovee Newell, whose

15 wins from 18 sets played at No. 2
shows a tremendous advanee on her
previous performances, and makes
Iter a force to be reckoned with.
Marion Lewis (Linnets "A’) has won
three of her last four sets at No, 1,
and her hinprovemcnt wil? show with

event better results in the  second
half.  Practising several nights a

week, she must sarely be one who
will shoot rapidiy into our top grade.
Angela Parker and Carole IFlood of
the same team are also showing
signs of improvement, and all three
are nanes who will be heard much
more as tinle goes on.

I take this opportunity of wisling
all and sundry ‘all the hest’ for the
New  Vear—good matebes,  hard
fought, and enjoyed by all.

The Devastation of the League

Bv Towm (GorRDON

HEN I read my League hand-
book this vear I was astonished

to find the Leagte structure so radi-
cally changed. Trv as 1 might,
I couldl conceive ne possible justi-
fication for such a re-hash of the
TLeague tables. To my mind the
maodifications just didn’t make sense
and T failed to see how they could
possibly work out. I reasoned, how-
ever, that there MUST have heen a
reason which would ne doubt become
apparent as the season progressed.
And now the season HAS progressed
and the pattern is clear. The new
svstem is a ridiculous and outrageous
failure ! The third divisions appear
to be the worst hit, In each of these
various levels of strength are mixed.
There are 3 or 4 strong teams who
continnousiy thrash the rest and are
no doubt quite fed up doing so. Then
there is a hand of medium strength
teams who get thrashed one weck
and win ro-o the next, for whom
the ‘hot and cold” pattern is annoving
andl frustrating.  And finally there
are the weak teams who are in-
variably hammered.  For this un-
fortunate band there is 1o solace
that eventually they will find their
own level amnd play enjovable and
close ganies for most of the season.
Under the present systemn there is
nowhere for the weak teams to gu,
amnul their progpeets will remain hleak,

(13)

I quote two examnples to illustrate
the point: my own club, Iinglish
Electric, registered six teams this
season, graded according to strength.
But a glance at Division 3B show
that the ‘A’ team and "B’ team were
placed in the same division | WHA'T
NONSENSLE !!  Then, compare the
following results: Anfield ‘B’ 1o,
English Electric ‘B’ o; Tech. Stu-
dents ‘A’ 1, English Flectric "B o.
What sort of game can the Students
expect against Anfield ‘B’ ?

The League has degenerated into
a disorganised shambles, the entire
blame for which can he laid at the
doer of the faulty League structure,
On theoretical grounds the ‘pyramid’
system is one of the worst that could
bave been chosen. To illustrate this,
let us imagine for a moment a league
of five divisions each of ten teams.
Tet us say further, that the teams
had heen unlisturbed for many
seasons, so that, with regular pro-
motion and relegation a position of
equilibrium  had  been  established.
Now, at the cnd of a scason, lot us
join all the teams together to make
oue big list of fifty teams.  IF, for
sonte reason, we wantted to alter the
League, what would he the optinum
number of teams per division to
produce the closest grading ¢ The
perfect answer is 25 divisions each of
two teams, but this is hopelessly

]
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imptractical, so what MUST be done
is to compromise between the number
of teams reuired per division and
the best grading, the mumber of
teams depending upon the length of
the scason alone, and the grading
upon the League structure.  The
only structure which will maintain
good grading is a league of straight
divisions, the careful balance of
which has been evolved over a period
of vears—a practical version of our
‘perfect arrangement’.

Consider for a moment what would
happen if, in our imaginary League,
it was decided to change the last
two divisions into two sections of
one division. The Dalance would
immediately be disturbed. The
previous 4th division teams would
naturally predominate and form the
top halves of the two sections. This
situation would never fmprove : the
strength would alwavs be split. If
this were taken a stage further, and
3 divisions changed into sections the
wrading further deteriorates, and
taken to tlie limit, we would finish
ap with five sections of one division,
each incorporating two teams from
each division, at which stage the
confusion wonld be complete.

S0 the structure is  hopclessly
wrong | The overwhelming questions
are—why and how did this happen ?
For the answer ‘why it happened’
we must turn to the April 1063
edition of the ** Digest '. Under the
heading ‘A New Look for the League’
our honourzble League Secretary
propounded the whole works ! Here,
in black and white, was the present
system in enthryo ! This illuninating
article is well worth closer inspection.
Reasons for the proposed re-organi-
sation were given as follows

(a} To promote interest, particu-

larly in the lower divisions ;

{l  Make it possible for a new

teain joining the League to
reach the top quickly, if they
were good enough ;

{e)  Maintain interest throughout

the season ;  and

{d) Be fluid enough to permit of

alteratims from year to vear
to accommodate the differing
nuuber of teas.

Apparently, judging from {a) there
was a lack of interest in league table
tennis.  Is ¢his why the Commnnittee
wanted to change the ILeague strue-
ture ?  Becausce of luck of interest ?

{14}

Tet ug go back to MeKim's article !
His ideas for implementing item (a)
to jinprove interest are as follows :

{1) A Men's Singles tournament

for 3jrd division players only ;

(2) A chalienge cup for the hest

3rd division team; and

{3) A knock-out for 3rd division

champions.

Why, Mr. McKim, is it necessary
to butcher the League simply to
instal fancy named tournaments ?
What is the difference between a
tourncy for 3rd division players and
one for the members of the original
5th, oth, 7th and ¥8th divisions ?
Wouldn't exactly the same players
take part? Is there any essential
difference between Hyde Cup and
a ‘challenge cup for 3rd division
teams’ 7

Now, let us examin reason (bj—-
‘to make it possible for a new team
to reach the top quickly’. [ simply
cannot believe that the Committee
would turn the lLeague inside out
just so that the odd brilliant teamn
may attain the top quickly. This
would be like burning the house
down to get rid of dry rot in a
window sill!  Surely the obvious
answer is for the Drilliant team to
replace a side dropping from a
higher division ¢ Tlds should not
impose too great a strain on the
Commiittec’s judgment !

I hesitate to look at reason {¢) for
it is too ludicrous! 'To maintain
interest throughout the season’. This
MeKim amplifies as follows : 'Ttem
(e} will he fulfilled by virtue of the
fact that most clubs will be involved
in struggles either to gain promotion
or avoid relegation’. THIS IS
PATIIETIC! There are LESS
teams involved in promotion and
relegation than with the original
structure ! Far from mnaintaining
interest the new idea has simply
given birth to widespread dis-satis-
faction.

Item (d) was simply {o enable the
Commiittee to alter the whole husiness
if they found it didn’t work.

My impression is that few people
took Lhe Cowmittec's ideas seriously,
they regarded MeKim's article as
(uixotic - of passing interest only.
In itself, however, the article niwcant
nothing.  The importunt thing was
the A, I imagine most players
thought that ‘it may bLe brought up
at the A.GAL Lut the issue will




