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’ of players from the South

EDITORIAL
As the Budget- approaches we all hope that we shall receive

some form of Tax concession from the Chancellor, and this thought -

-led me to c0n51der the National economy of the E.T.T.A.

_ . The Ediforial iri the National magazine, ** Table Tennis ' for-
February, complains that, although the Special General Meeting
approved certain amendments to the E.T.T.A.. structure, the
increases in fees payable by Leagues were not approvedhand hints
very strongly that another request is to be made to the A.G:M.
for increased- fees. .

‘Now all this is very interesting, but would it not -be better for
the E.T.T.A. to consider just what benefits are derived by individyal
Leagues, especially in the North, from membership of their organi-
sation ? Here in Liverpool, 2 handful of players enter Open tourna-
ments, and by virtue of the payment of still more cash to their
funds we are “allowed " to conduct the Merseyside. Open. BUT,
-to the players of our League in general, and League funds in

particular, we are paying out year by year, and getting back less

- less. Yet we are asked for still more !

. Has it never occun‘ed to the great ones.ir London that Leagues
from ‘the North are becoming increasingly tired of paying out,
- paying out, and again pa%rmg out to provide funds for the benefit

For only the South ever seems to benefit
. from any funds provided. - Instead of splashing cash around liks
~ drunken sailors, let’ the E.-T.T.A. ‘put their own house in order by

doing a little economising, Each year-we get-an ET.T.A- handjme‘k
“which is well out of date {by about 12 months) by the time it réaches -~
us—at a cost this vear of £446. ** Ball Testing "—£20, yet we still -

biry square balls at 1/6d. each | £54-0-0 for the County Secretarm‘s
Conference—a good mnight out for the boys to no useful

from _our point of view,"BUT THIS IS OUR hard-earned cash, so

instead of askirig for mypire, let’s see a bit reore economy and far

leds waste, then we. } jt feel d.little more interested.in-what-they -

do,sbut at the moment i seeins certain that no more than 25 members
of this League would sor Lﬁs we dzs-a.ffihated tomorrow.
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-to pay dearly for the privilege of hearing o

A few more illustrations of the drains down which the cash
disappears ? Certainly :— -

1. "Provision for cost of Development Cominission Report £250 ‘

2. ‘Salaries, Fees, TraVelling and Hospltahty ..... v £590
3. Hire of rooms (what for?) .. .. ... .. . £147
4. Rent and Rates (presumably for a room with an exotic '
address— Trafalgar Square, W.(C.2—
totally inadequate for Item 3) ... £306
5. English *“ Open "—LOSS .. ... .. .. .. £240
6. English “ Open "— ravel, Hospitality and Meals ! £978
7. Junior International Matches—LOSS ... .. e 4227
8. Prague World Championships—LOSS ... .. ... £407 -
9. Selection Committee Expenses o e e £126
10. National Coach, Wages and Insurance £ 1450
LESS Government grant ... ... £1 100-L0SS £350
11, National Coach, Expenses ... .. £{876

[562—10SS  £341

That’s the way the money goes—perhaps the weasel will soon
pPopP!

Trying to read your thoughts, you will probably say, '* Why
don’t we shout with a louder voice at the A.G.M. or Special General
Meetings ? ' I quite agree, but what does that entail ? Sending
our two representatives to London, where these meetings are always
held, costs us £5 per head rail fares, plus hotel and meals expenses.
The cost to any Home County representative is probably a tube or
bus fare of less than 2/6d., and home for supper, so again-we have

&ﬂs to milk us
further by putting up our fees. So, for ‘ expense " reasons many'
northern Leagues don't attend the meetings—because they cannot
always afford to do so. If they were invariably held in, say Man-
chester, would the South have such a big say? Very doubtful.

This year (I am so advised by the Treasurer) we have paid
unto the E.T.T.A. no less than £59-8-6, made up as follows | Affilia-
tion Fees ({44-1-6), the Merseyside Open Tournament (£10-7-0},
the Master Points Plan (£4-0-0) and Willmot Cup and Rose Bowl
Fees {£1-0-0). What do we get in return ? NOT EVEN GREEN
SHIELD STAMPS ||

LESS Expenses Recovered

PARKFIELD MOTOR Co. Ltd.

OPEN EVERY DAY & EVERY NIGHT

. Telephone :
-LARk Lane 2204-5-6

| AIGBURTH ROAD - LIVERPOOL 17
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AN AporoaY . _

While cutting the stencil for the entry form for the *‘ Closed”, T made
three errors. Instead of those named as winnets on the form, the winners of
the Men's and Women'’s Consolation Sifigles were, respectively, D, A. Ferguson
and Miss M. Francis, and in the Women’s Doubles the holders are Mrs. Fvy
Crafter and Mrs. Lawrenson. It would have been a hopeless task to alter some
goo forms and e:ipensive to re-print. I can only offer my apologies to the three
players concerned.—J. R. Green.
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OUR LAST ISSUE

The final issue of the ** Digest '’ for the season will be delayed until matches
are completed and the final League tables made up by the Fixture Secretary.
It will be sent to the Printers and posted as soon as available, but it will be
late in the month before it can reach members,

INDIVIDUAL RECORDS

Since the "' Closed *’ is being held before the end of the season it will not
be possible to have the Individual Records on display as has been, the case in
previous years. Instead, the records will be duplicated and a copy sent to each
Club Secretary as soon as pessible after the last matches, and we hope will be
placed on each Clubs' notice board. :

DISTANT FRIENDS

A notable name missing from the League this season is that of Mrs.
3 " Bluey '" Casselman, who, with her husband Clint, and family is now resident
-y ) in Canada. While both gave many years of excellent service to their club,
- Rafters, ** Bluey " was for a vety long titme one of the mainstays of our Ladies’
team, gainipngsLancashire honours, and more than once winning our League
only time were finalists in the *° Rose Bowl" competition, and was the No. 1
of that Rafters team which made the Bartholomew Cup their ** own ™ property.

best of good fortune in the future, we are expressing the hopes of everyone in
this League who were fortunate enough to have met them during their tsag
career. .

galun
| Championship. Indeed, she was one of that Liverpool temn!which for the

We feel certain that in wishing Clint, ““Bluey ' and the family the very .

‘THE SPORTS SPECIALIST

TABLE TENNIS EQUIPMENT A SPECIALITY
Champlonship Tables, Bats, Balls, Nets, Shoes and Clothing
All makes of named Bats and Tables supplizd

JACK SHARP Ltd.

" TELEPHONE - - . ROYal 47934
- VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS :—

. 3638 Whitechapel, Liverpool 1
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S 24th Pebruary, 164
Te: 'l'ar EprroR, S +
" TapLe TENNIS Dicest .
Dear Sir, N . R .
As the season is drawing to a close I would like to draw your attention
to two items. At the opening of the season a new system of points was intro-
dnced to the League, and since then it has been a topic of conversation amongst
all Clubs, I have spoken and discussed this with many players in 34, in which
I participate, and the majority feel that this system showld never have beem
introduced. There is a typical example of this system if you look at this month's
edition. You will notice that, in Division 1, Liverpool YMCA are in top place
with Bohemiaus 2 points behind. If you revert to the old system, Bokemians
would be top with 30 points and Liverpool YMCA second with 27—which is
absolutely ridiculous. _ -
‘ To those Clubs which supported this system, * please think again " before
you vote. Item No. 2 is the placing of teams in the respective third divisions.
I know it is a most difficult job for the Management Committee, but I do feel
that they can learn a very great deal from this season’s results. If you examine
closely all of the ard divigions you will find that there is o vast difference
between the halves and bottom halves of each one. Therefore I would
like to suggest for the consideration of the Committee, that the four * top ™
- "halves of these divisions be combined to form two 3rd, 3A and 3B, with the
four '* bottom ™ halves forming 4A and 4B, for next season. I would also like
to see 4 up and 4 down in all divisions.

Yours sincerely,

D. COI-JLSON,.
L.Y.C.A T.T.C.

115, Chelwood Avenue;
Childwall,
Liverpool 16™-

-To: T? EDrror, . A
! Tamis Trynts Diczst ™. L TP

A Haviu,g been present at the last two representative matches involving the
: fverpoal “A’ team, I mmust express my dismay at the comparatively low

" standatd of play in comparison with that displayed at previous ** Liverpool
Closed ' Tournaments. _
. : Yours sincerely, .

I. T. HoDGSON, S

- . . English Electric T.T.C.
P.S. These are my peysonal opinions, and not necessarily those of my clubmaies.

WEDDING BELLS

On Thursday, 28d April, the wedding will take place of Miss Barbara
Hand and Brian Leeson, both of Fairlawn. In offering the most sincere personal
congtatulations and good wishes, the Fditor feels that these will be echoed by
every member of this [eague, for it is seldom that two people are more highly

: than are Barbara .and Brian by everyone who has come into contact
with them, in table tennis circles. - e :

Althiongh the wedding is so close at hand, with the consequent calls
on his spare time, Brian is still undertaking all Elmﬂnary work (and-there is
plenty of that) for ‘the forthcoming *‘ Closed ", Jeaving only the actual job of
Referee in other hands, thus assuring a good totan®ment as far as he posaibly
can for every. competitor and spectator. For which we offer grateful thanks.
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. Applying the same arguments about. who-beat-who to the hottom of the
tabie, by consulting scores throughout the season, we can make out a case
for ALL 14 TEAMB being relegated—ail bar two of the two second divisions
relegiited, and nome to come up from the four 3rd!1! So five or more teams
are to be relegeted as well as being joint League champions DESPITE MATCH
RESULTS. Complicated ?} ‘Not at all. . It is the natural and logical conclusion
from a particularly iname statement.

K Leagune champions in every sport are found by the simple iproo:ese; of finding -

that team which wing most MATCHES. I have never heard of say any foetball’
leagne, either professional or amateur which finds ite champion by goal average.
Which is just what i3 happening under this nonsensical system.

I’ must now apologise. ‘Iﬁy notes last-mouth I laid the blame of this -
nhew set-up at the door of the lamented Fred Kameo. I am assured by the
Fan Club of the gentleman in guestion that he would never have dreamed—
even at his wildest—of such arrant stupidity. To Fred and his followers I offetr
my deepest apologies. To libel the name of a dead man in this way was guite
wrong, and I only hope that this apology is received in the spirit in which it is
intended. . - S

- Yours sincerely, -

JaMES R. GREEN,
Linnets and Aigburth T.T.C.

11a, Dorbett Drive,
Liverpool 23. '
To: THE EDITOR,
“ TaBrLE TENNIS DIGEST ' 29th Febmary, 1964.

Dear Sir, .
I had been looking forward to a reply to my article * The Devastation of
the League ™ and I expected some sound and reasoned comments; T hoped .
for a clear-cut .egplanation of the Committee's actious. Mr. McKim's letter
in the last ™ Digest'™ was disappointing. As a substitute for constructive
criticism ke employed sarcasme-and hackmeyed phrases. e wds obviously
convined that my article was a petmomml attack on himself. This was far from- !
my intention. To my mind John McKim was a symbol of the Committee—and
surely this is justified if they use him as their spokesman 7 As their method
is to reach the playing members through the League Secretary, what is maze
natural than for me to address them through the same link ? L
But to retum to Mr. McKim’'s letter. His implication that I wrote m
article instead of attending the A.G.M. is evidence of confused thinking: the
two events were six months apart. For the past few seasons I have been out of
the table tehnis scene : it was upon my return this season that I was shocked
to tead of the League changes. I had read meither Mr. McKim's article nor
any of last year’s "' Digests "’ until November 1963. :
I was aware when writing last time that Mr. McKim’s article in the April
'63 outlined ‘'a definite proposal put forward by the Committee’. As I went to
some pains to explain, this does not mean that people took the matter seriously—
I feel that most were confident that its defeat at the A.G.M. would be a mere
formality. ) . -
As for the extraordinary proceedings at the 1963 A.G.M., it is mystifying -
that Mr. Hebson should take great pains to. inform-the meeting of the exact
intentions of the Committee, refer to the ‘April article and engage the meeting
in lengthy discussion WITHOUT A WORD OF THIS APPEARING IN THE
MINUTES! - : ' ‘
I intend to put my ideas to my Club Committee. *If they regard them as
hogwash I will bow to their opinion; if on the other hand they support me,
then it ‘will be my Club which will put forward the proposals at the next A.GM.

Yours sincerely, .
' T. C. GORDON, T
English Electric T.T.C,

{13)




:g.,:-'::_;.b.arsi: - e TRES gl
sev’ern!homi trymgtosolve;ﬁ “MM le”
._whieh was in Tast month’s issue of the ** Difpe

_theemchmmthntitishnposdtdztoﬂnda =z _
: We submit. the following argumen : - T
From (i4) '"A"s. No. 5 J - 4. T

8'9-
wp

From {1) Jack lodt to "3, No. 4.
From (8} and (11} Ha.rrylosttea}b. lﬂdSnnbeat’Hnrry

Therefore, Sam must be a No. was the only ver to lose
t_iothhissetz Auos-mmmtplay?oc*&“mmedh“n"fhyo sl
From {4) and (10) *“"A"s. captain, m:«:.heat}oe Hence
Joemustbe:,z4or50r B
From (12} Joe beat Sam ("A”s No. 4)-
Therefore Joe myst be “‘B“s. No. 3. 7
From {1 “B"s, No. scored 20 points agaiust Juck. - Conse-
quently Joestcta{:s)(znph:su)lg 62 points. BUT fromi (16) }oeaeotd7o
points altogether. Thus. som Joecnntnvedtamegopohtafmm
gameswhwhdidndbto‘m" e

. " To say that this problem * wﬂ!glveyonmﬁingtothinkabom
shouldgodmnasthcmdmtatementofﬁeyent

Yours faithfully,

J. K. CHAMBERS (Wav. Labour).
B. N. RomKRTs {Coll. of Tech.).

1
B
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4
—-—'—w""'rw "—'W"W{’{:“"""f\‘ﬂ' . '1:"‘}' =

Dear Sir, = )
X followed Mr. Tonyemsadmegxmmmt@eofmm

swd T examined the league tables printed in the mmsgazine. I was surprised

: fndeed——lwasnuprbedntmtlﬁr Green was getting 30 hot under the collar

S about.

I went each division and I worked out the positioms oi the first
iotirand‘thelﬂt teams in each divislen. I could have worked out the lot
but as the mdbotfmnauﬂuvu,@l_l,l | myselt to dhein, Iioand

W .
o - . . . H .
- -:"‘r"-:-(_-r.'l.-rw;"‘-’\-ﬂ"":‘,'tw g T T R T P e
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___mmmmm - T By Jack Metiis

succzsmm YOUTH TEANM

It is always pleasant to report good tidings. where our League teams are
concerned and it is therefore most agreeable to offer congrntu.laﬁom to our
Youth team who have now completed s most successful season by .their
division outright. This was not achieved without much hard work,. oaly

the marrowest of wins (6-4) over Burnley and Wavertree Labour secused the

championship. I am sure that Ron is rightly proud of hias side, represented
this year by A Tolson, R. Gray {son of old friend Reg. Sur.—not too good
thesa days but still vastly interested in League affairs), R. Smith, R. Eden and
G. Birch. It is not fair to ﬁmgle out any players for all have given fine service
to the side, so suffice to say '‘ well done, lads "’

LADIES ALSO!

What a pity that our girls are not yet able to slip one across our old foes
from Manchester! If that had been managed this season, they would have
emerged winners of their division alsc, for a record of played 5, won 4, speakii far
itself, but there always seems to be that odd mateh lost, and always te tha
same opponents, Nevertheless it must be conceded that our girls are at least
runners-up in Lancashire at the present time. The side has remained unchanged
throughout, and the individual records are only fractionally different, so Mra.
. Jones, Miss Willcox and Miss Crafter have contnbutod equally to the teams
success.

A -HARD ROAD ;
The Ladjes’ second team inevitably take the odd. drubbing, but their
recard of pl 5, w1, drawn 1, lost 3 is, in the circumwtances very creditable.
Onephy& “this team who I feel doea deserve mention is° Mabel Hrancis,
who, in her first season representing Livergiool has most ably,
winning 9 of her 15 sets. A veritable bundle ‘of energy, Miss Francis is newr
beaten until the last point goes against her, and she was an inspiratiom
the match v. Blackpool at Beauclair I feel that she will be kpocking on the
18t team door before long. . :

fie

»oT oomm :
Three of the League teams have yet to finish thm programme, both Men's

teams plus the Juniors. The Men's 1st team aluable point drawing
with the Business Houses. Depending on the sstsetof m‘ghtwiththc‘

score 5-4 to Liverpool, a.lthcrugh Business Houses. levelled the score, the set

between Wally Allenson and Roy Jomes was a cotker. It mede my evening =~

The Men's A" team have yet to play Wirral A" and Cheaier and need

oueortwopohtatosecurethmplaceinnivnionz The Jamiors agaid Seem

to have lost their chance of honours. Without Birch and McPherson
Wirral, they were well beaten by 8 sets to 2, andwithfurthermekymatehm
with Bolton and Stockport, it does not look too hopeful.

 PUZZIE ¢

DonCameronhasaskedthatanapologybemadeonhubehalftorudﬁl_'

whose efforts to selve his puzzle were unrewarded by sucoess. In some mannes

some clues were worded wrongly. Inthenexthﬁehem‘bglveﬂwm .

clwesandinanotherpa.rtofthemagazine theso}uhon

At any rate, his comment that it might give you aomethmg to thmk about
was completely justiﬂed 80 he- d;d achieve something

(s
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Around the Divisions

DIVISION 1
ST . P W L D Pts
L'peol YM ... zo. 18 1 1 169
~Bohemians ... 18 17 I © I44
‘Rafters- ... zo 16 4.0 143
- Anfield, .20 120 4 4 126
Cadwsa .. 16 II .6 2 113
L'pool YM ‘A1 120 6 1 108
Oakhill 18 8 7 3 97
Linnet . I8 6 11 1 81
I'pool Pirates 18 7 10 1 77
Lucem .. 20 6 13 1 75
. Bohemians A 17 5 10 z 66
Waterloo Dock 20 4 14 2 66
.- Rafters "A° 18 1 17 © 35
.;hﬂe YMCA 19 0 19 0 20

'HE I.eague tables are steadily
sorting themselves out, with
Liverpool YMCA and Bohemians
‘shaying close together, and paulling
@way from all other challengers.
‘tm now depends on each side
g r every single set, and it may
yet prave that the final match of the
‘seapom will decide matters. Rafters
are alone in third place, amd_look
certain to stay there, but 4th:place
is now wider open than ever, following
aucceéssive  defeats of Cadwa: - by
Lingets (2-8) and Lucem (4-6), while
Anfield have been storming up the
table for some weeks. Liverpool YM
‘A" have two matches in hand, and
are still in .with a good chance, but

they have to win the outstanding .

games by a good margin to stay with
Anfield.  Against Linnets only Harold

. Willeock had any success beating

‘Tony Green and Dennis Underhill,
both in the 3rd -Allanson fell to
Ralph Guanion and Tony Green,
and Gordon Birch to Gunnion and
Frank Thomas, and Ted Birch and
Bill Crafter both went down to a

—By JiM GREEN

back-to-form Mike Cooper. In the
next match they fielded their weakest

side of the season at Lucem, and

presented the home team with six
much needed points, which rmght
prove salvation for Lucem.

Anfield, with a reserve in at 5,
drew v. the YM ‘A’ away, Kenny
Roberts (who beat Stoddart and
Lawson) and Cyril Bradshaw (wins
over cuff and Branmigan) saving the
day for YMCA. Roberts win over
Stoddart was ‘a fine achievement,
but his set v. Lawson must have been
most, pepuliar, for after winning the
first game to 8, the 2nd was only
decided at 25/23. One most surprising
feature of this match was the double
defeat of Roy Smith by Lawson and
Cuff.

The lower end is still somewhat
chaotic, but, all being well, Linnets
have gaimed sufficient ground teo
ensure agother season in the division,
and Balfour, with two ‘matches in
hand, lead the remainder, so there
shovld be no worries for them.
Rafters: ‘A’ and Bootle “YMCA are
now doonred, aml
Waterloo Dock ate: just _tod
many points to kesp up. TheTotNer
relegation candidates, Lucem and
Bohemians ‘A’ are too close together
for any aceurate forecast, but there
is mot one side of the bottom seven
who can say (yet) ** We're clear!”
which - adds spice to these last few
weeks. . I'll make definite forecasts
in the mnext notes—after the Iast
matches—plaving safe.

Entry forms for the ‘‘Closed"
were distributed in our last issue—
don’t forget to send yours in before
the closing date. See you all then.

PRIVATE CHAPEL .

CHARLETT’S

Funeral Directors

48:50 LARK LANE, LIVERPOOL 17. |

- Telephone:- -
LARk Lane 2564 & 2843

--DAY & NIGHT SERVICE

(6)
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A

W L D Pis.
Wav. Lab. ‘A’ 18 8 o o I6Q
RAFA. ... 9 .15 3 1 I32
Cadwa ‘A* .. 19 12" 5 2 II7
Linacre e I7 10 85 2 gb
Waterloo Pa:k 16 10 6 o g2
Beauelair ... 17 8 6 3 oI
Bath St. 'A°  18. 7 7 4 90
LPAS ‘A" 18 5 9 4 8
Eng. Blec. ... 17 7 7 3 77
Oakhill ‘A’ ... 17 3 o9 § 067
Fairlawn ‘A’ 19 2 14 % 3B
L'pool P.O. 17 3 Iz 2 - §7
Rafters ‘B’ ... 17 o 16 1 28

THERE have been practically no
gignificant changes . in our
division since my last notes, and after
studying the teams matches re-
Miining, it appears almost certdin
that -Wavertree Labour ‘A’ and’
RAFA will eventoally gain promotmn
to the 1st divion. :

The Rumjabn Cup semni-finals went - |,
exactly as forecast, both the Waver- -
tree Labour teams having extremdy :
comfortable victories, It only remains "~
for me now. to wish the ‘A’ -téam,
who a.re of co¥

the b
don’t
pull it E
. Whilst at’several chahs zmeii_!?—'
‘T have heard numesrous grambles:

about the t League set-up,
all of whlclg seera  primarily cgg-
eermed with the. relative playing
strengths of the teams in various
divisions, and althongh reabising to
the. fnll the difficulties of the Mansge-
n;g;u,Committee it does seem, om

awface, rather hard on' (say) -

off.

-} sation of the

. ¥ disfhiona] title, and Whe have {tidee
f "ogly once in ail these years

By Jm¢ RoBINSOMN

Rsfte‘ﬂ'B‘wlwwereplaoadmour
division against thedr will and who
obvionsly have vmmaliymm
of winning evett one mateh,, -

© An slmost simdlar sitostion wiil
arisemtseasonwithmymehb

who, es -eprier, will profw-

'amwpmummm:,nd

certainly relegated inimedia-:

'tely, attheendofthesamem‘

This, as can well be imagined, is.not
ltkely to foster any great enthusiasm:
for the game. Surely it is not beyond
the capabilities of our very excellent
Committee to organise divisions of a
littlema.n.verfne y in strength, and

some notice when a

*—yenu,whmhhavebeennomdforthe,

aimost bi-annual complete reorgani-

that there is

the Central mtothe;rpn!ent'
ma;a% ﬁfhoutkzger'*ﬁ_@ﬂns woR &

in the to twoteamsoftherxnviﬁan‘
‘How ri can things become §
Fknaﬂylhavebeenhanledm
the oea!a by Hairy - Reynolda of
iﬂ'fnrmamethatman
hml oonnccﬁonwiththeh
District T.T. Leagoe lie

-_neverbeenmmﬁoned'inthe

zine. Well, youhawnowﬂlfry'

We supply — BUKTA Table Tennis Shirts in ‘s colours

Johnny Leach, Bsm

Bergman,etc. T.T.Bats

Sandwich Baxs ‘Tourmament and Club Tables

Nets:nde

in fact EVERYTHING FOR TMLE TENN!S

-BIHY mm & |

ls a&sﬂﬂr sr., uvem-

rmwm
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DIVISION 3A

o pwW L D Pts,
Pirates ‘A’ - - 17 16 1 0 145
Wav, Lab. 'C" 20 14 5 o 128
Colonsay 16 14 ‘I 1 118 -
St.: Marys ColL. 19 TI 7 1 114
Linnet ‘C’ 21 iIzZ Q © TI3
Maghull w. I7 12 5 © 104°
Stanley House 18 1 4 3 103
Lpool Jewish 17 10 7 © 94
Qakhill B’ ... 20 6 14 0 75
Eng. Elec. o 19 4 I4 1 6g
Anfield ‘D" ... 19 5 13- 1 - 66
University ‘A> 20 35 14 T 65
LY.CA .. 19 3 15 I %63
Fairlawn 'B* 19 2z 15 2 350

IVERPOOL Pirates ‘A’ are still

at the top of our division
despite their untimely defeat by
Wavertree Labour 7 sets to 3 at the
Labour Club, Havihg judged them

by their performance to date I think-

it far exceeded our wildest dreams to
see them beaten in cur division, and
it has long been realised that they

were in a division rather lower than

warranted by their ability. Pirates
sets were won by Les Lewis (2) and
T. Holloway (1). As I write 1 have
heard a rumour that Linnets, ‘C’
left Southmead Rosd with another
4 points from Pifates, but I have no

confirmation as yet. If true, these..
sets might prove invaluable to Colon- -

say, who are keef up. a Strong
challenge to the ers, and even
though they are still a bit behind,
they might pull something extra out

\ of the bag to pip the Pirates on the

post. Only recently Colonsay beat
University ‘A’ and Linnets ‘C’, both
by’ he crushing margin of ro-o, and
hy eandidates for promotxm

For a new team, this season have
shown 5t. Mary’s Old Boys to be a
surprise packet, well worth their

fourth place im the table, such wins.

as their recemt o-1 over Oaldhill,

By Davip Earon

- 9-Iv. Anfisld 'D’, and Umvers:ty 7 3.

showinig their strength.

Linnets 'C’ seem to be holding thm
own a third of the way down, as such
wins as 10-0 .v. Fairlawn ‘B’ and
LYCA 7-3 confirm. In the Fairlawn
game, Linnets newcomer Miss M.
Lewis met Fairlawn’s Miss Barbara
Hand in what I hear was a cracking
set, victory going to the Linnets
lady by a very marrow margin. A
fine win for ome who so recently
took up the sport.

Probably the most remarkable
team must be Liverpool Jewish, who
have recovered from the bottom spot
of the division and now lie half-way,
although this might be due to one or
two changes in the side, Warren
Davies being the only player to
maintain his place. Some of their
recent matches resulted in wins
against Fairlawn ro-o and Anfield
‘D’ g-1. Oakhill ‘B’ have fallen away
by not winning 4 match since mid-
January, and among their recent
defeats is a 7-3.knock by Anfield ‘D’.
Further down the division we find
L.Y.C.A. who aré still managing to
keep away from the hottom- of the
table, du€ possibly to the fine efforts
of D. Blake, E. Johason and D.
Costison who recently were the back-
bé):ie of a 6-4 win ever English Eles.

Barbara Hand beat R. Brown of
Maghull fo win the only set of reeent

weeks for the luckless Fairlawn, who

have -suffered sledge-hammer defeats
and who now lie bottom of the table.

We hope to see our division well
represented in the Restricted Singles
in the ‘ Closed’, for this is for 3rd
division - players only, and is an
opportunity for us to play others
from the same sphere who we nor-
mally do not come up against,

, OBITUARY. _

Members of iho League will' have Jearnsd with deep regrsé of the
death of Mrs, Micklestield, wilé of Mr. Fred Micklestield, a former Vice-
President of the League and donor of the ** Micklextield " Medais,-snd:
" we tender our sinoers eqndolences to Mr. Mickieatiold ndht!-ﬁ‘in
thegreatlouwhiehthwhavemhined. :

s, WL
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w160 3T
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16 o0 1
13 3 '3
15 3 1
: : M@ g I
. . G O .1
Eng. Elec. ‘B’ 19 8 10 X
Crawfords ‘C". 20 4 14 2.
Pirates -'B" I5 5= 10 -0:
Colomsay ‘A” 20 3 16 1.
Orrell A" ... 19 . 2715 2% 48
Coll Tech. "A" 19 3 I3 2 - 46
Linnet ‘F'. ... 37 I g 2 27
l CQULD say- "Imld so.! '

In fact I will! For: xossley Hill
_ have turned inte “the team to watch
in this second half .of .the season.
Having drawn with : Wavertree Lab.
{in- itself an achievenvest) they have-
now overtaken Sefton aud lie in 4th
place in the table. Bob Hudson took
Alan  Tolson to - -three; - répeating
Mossley Hill's achievement in - the
fitst encounter when captam Derek

2 i
straight W& The next fwo weeks
should be-ilteresting-as Massley Hill
meet figst Arifield “B’ then Linnets

‘B35 The _
that of Anfield ‘B’ dropping four
. extra-valuable" points’ to "the lowly
Li 1 Pirates ‘B’. Hawing no
mf ‘the match yet, I can only
asstime thal a than usual
eratas side was at home that night

‘of 1ast week® was

| - few face-saving points.

ourselves-@topped ifito at the bepla
ning of the -seaspn.
the: seasoic’ how' th.ree-quarters over.
it js perliaps time to ponder on #Ke
absurdity of this “*biight new scheme’.
Of coursé'it is easier to be destructive
) rafzher thasn . constructive, but the
.Giffeptnde betwesti-‘the top six and
‘bettom X in playmg standand - is.
quité4ridienlons when "it comes to
matelt making: Fmx NOT:sneéring
at the weaker teams, but am taking
their side- in’deploting that they have
been ‘thrown to the wolves” for half
of the season. How cin one reconcile
a- competitive - League with the fact
that' a strong ayer is expecteﬂ. to
= deliberstely - logex his game “and
throw away peitifs in érder to meke
the final score fook less punishing ?

miorslising to be ‘rubbed out’ tham
to have to accept the pattomsmg
gestures of generosity an ©-
nent in arder te scrape togtﬂ;.gp

Haowever,

%ngh the commpetitive side has at

been a hit thin, really the

chilly in the coler ochibrooms: -
P S For those of you still to visit
Electric, try No. 25 on their

Colour TV Juke Box. .If that

NOTHINQ WII.L Pt

However, w:th

systent’ of dzvmm that we Spitag

Formymoneyxtmnomoredc—,

- doesn’t add five poiats to your game ‘

DIVISION 3C B;{ J’mmr BOWDEN -
P NCE more the table st un-:

Crawfords ‘A" 20 -changed with Crawfo A’
Coli. Tech. ... 19 holding on to their iead but-¥ think
L'pool YM ‘'C’ 20 1. it possible that by the .emd of the
 LPAS 'B’ .. 20 season College of Technology -will:
have gverhauled .them unless: some-

" Pirates ‘¢’ ... 19

(3 4

“thing - out.. of ~the ordinaty
Thow ' : -

‘ (10}

- . fw,wm ﬁ_
| they.i¢] 'd’wmes for whont -
1 Mau:reen ng won both her sets:

53




ul‘ &msﬂr ronhes . s 4
Mz, Sturgess.would gnake. an. excpllent pohtu:a.n -takmg, q;mteg o *of -

context, but -what about the.teams which beat. and dArew: with the YMCA ?

_Bohenimns have soundly beaten’ both -recently, but by the “above: peciﬂiar-‘
argument, botk Linnets and -Anfield should now be.above YMCA I However,

in view of his vast st division experience P) I must bow to Mr Sturgess on

matters concerning that division,

Further, having only done half the job of re-arranging divisions, ¢n his
own admlssmn be has only got half of his own facts. How sbout the thirty-one
teams of last season, Ernest ? As T read it (apart from the eracks at myself)
the letter in question. was more an appeal to the Committee to instruct John
McKim to write facts rather than fiction. o

STOP PRESS

The Redman Cup Fmal

IN conversation with Ken J'ones a
- week before the final, I was’

assured that this would be his last
season as Secretary of Bohemians,

and while hoping that hé will cha.nge_' i
his mind, his side gave him a grand

finale to 16 years of hard labour by
winning this final for the first time

ever. There wete some anxious |

moments for him before ‘the issue
was finally settled, and in the early
stages Liverpool YMVA ‘A’ took the

lead on two ocrasions. .Bobby Qwen -

gave them a good start by beating

Keith Rawlinson zi-10 in the 3rd, -

and after the scores had been levelled

by Pete D'Atey by a win over IHarry -
Johnston,; Betnard Hand. weut.down. .

to Kes Roberts, and the YM had
their tails up. Roy Smith put-them
3-1° into the lead by beating the
redoubtable Harry Spiers, but that
was their last win, and Bohemians

then took charge and ran out com- -

fortable winners 7-3.

Although the score makes it fairly

decisive, the VM gave Bohemiang

some anxious times, but from the’

moment when Bernard Hand took
Bobby Owen 21-8, 2I-19 in the sixth
set the ultimate reswlt was never in
doubt, and in fact only one set after
the 2nd even went to three games.

Bruce Cain and Pete D’Arcy both
earned ‘doubles’ with Spiers, Hand
and Rawlinson adding ome apiece,

and for the losers, Smith, Roberts -

afid Owen each gained ome win,

- Harry Johniston played well, taking -

both his oppouents to thtee, but
just could not get there. :
Highlights of .the ‘match 2. Well,
Bruce Caing edsy .victory over the
YM’s Kenny Roberts (21-17, 21-12)
was probably .the -chief high -poiut,.
and John Coveney (to the huge glee

the ‘floor in his nsual manner, with
such side spin that Hamy Spiers
mrmssed fh:h tt;:lxtmdous drive by
e oOf e spinning roughl
three feet wide of his bat. Ben%arg
Hand showed his old formm (and
what form it was) against Owen, and

v. Spiers, did some retrieving Wh.lch
had to be seen to be believed. . .In
fact at times only Crawfords excellent
_venetian blinds saved him from
| . going through the windows but the
"baft still came back. Even in his
.Cloged - final  last season Roy never
“played better.than this, and hxswm

times the ball séemed to tux 3 “way
a bit. o

The League Chairman, Mr. Upton,
had travelled some 14 miles or so to
pregent the Cup and trophies. The
trophies were duly presented but
unfortunately the Cup itself couid
not bhe docated despite desperate
‘phone calls beforehand, .so, on the
promise from Kejth Rawlinson (on
Bohemians behal) of a pint from
each member of  the side, the official
in charge of the match is to take it
to their next home match, always
provided that it can be tracked down
in time! We are assured that the
Cup WAS indeed mislaid, and that
it -was hot confidence on - ¥YMCA’'s

caused its absence,
Thanks are-due to Crawim‘ds for
. once,. again- staging the fiyal'. and

have the -finest- tea-maker. in : the
League,. Crawfords can claim 4 close
second place !

I'6}f

of the onlookers) plcked one up from

Roy Smith, in his magnificent show"

was eatfied the-hitd way, ot -

part that they would have to carry’
"it both to and from the final (un- .
necessary waste of labour) which

although one club boasts that they ‘-

T
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B R ) it Rk Lot

'We _must c%ngratulate the College
reaching the final

do B e &

tHeir clash with Wavertree Lab. 'B".

wraham Platt, their No. 1, still
boasts. & 100 per cent. record with
34 League and Cup wins, and I can-
not see him losing his record unless
the old campaigner from Linnets ‘E’
tn'msouttoprovemewmng though
he only plays when no other reserve
is availagle

Thereisa]soadeenﬁght on

at the bottom of the table where
Linnets 'E’, Bradstones and Oadhill
‘C’ are all contenders for the wooden
spoott. Who it will be is anyone’s
guess, for R. Rice, who has won
three of his last four seta is giving
Bradstones incemtive to get ahead

of their rivals, and Miss M. Pickthall
" is the main set producer for Pakhill

Orrell are holding their middle of
the table position, and are having a
keen tussle with Bohemians ‘C'oas

to who will finish above the other.
When. the two sides. met, a cloge
match. was anticipated, which was
the outcome, for although Bohemians
‘C' ran out the winners, three of their
wins were only decided in the third
game, Linnets ‘E’ did well to take
four points from Liverpool YMCA
‘C’ but the YM were a player short
to account for two of Linnets sets.
There have been no team walk-ovets
in the division so far, and the number

of individual walk-overs are few and.

far between, so let’s keep it up.

The first match for the Mickles-
peld Medals for us will be v. Divisicn
3A at Beauclair on Priday, 13th
March, when. the team will be G.
Platt (Coll Tech.), B. Cullen (L'pool
YMCA ‘C’), W. Hardcastle {Beau-
clair), R. Lewis (L'pool Jewish) and
G. Brint (Orrell}, and we wish them
every success. I to see a good
entry from the Division also in the
Restricted Singles at the * Closed’.

14 © 1 1I25
12 1 o IIO
II I I 107
9 5 0O 10l
Towlands ... 15 ¢ 6 o 86
eauclair ‘B0 15 7 '8 o 61
.ﬁnct ‘D ... ¥2 § T © 53
Dbm. Mission 14 4 10 0 3%
1amsac e 14 3 11 e.- g0
Luacem ‘A’ .. 14 2 12 © 27
Briadstones ‘A’ 16 o 15 o© 9

MY first thoughts on the exit of
: the Liverpool Pirates ‘D’ team
were on how much we would miss
their glamour, but lttle did I know
that we had two excellent replace-
ments in the Bradstones team, Joau
Catt and Pam Lyoms. Their en-
thusiasm despite lack of success is
worthy of mention, together with
that of team mates Fedron, Sullivan
and Rice. Bradstones nigde d: hg:dy
signing of Tri p ex-Lowlan ext
month we shall p be hailinng the cham-
pions, but this month I say a cordial

".well done " to the wooden spoonists.

5t. Edward's, who have not been
ahle to field a full” strength team

1 have been e few
m which could prowve

under this new system. - For Anfield,

W L D Pts

(it}_

By JACK LAMBERT

Tattersall beat O’ Donnell 2g-27, 21-18
with Birch and Sonthall adding other
points. In the Linnets-St. Edward’s
game, Peter Wass, the. Linnets
junior, scored his best win: to date

‘beating O'Keefe 24-22, 17-21, 21-1g,
‘Agheroft and Jarman being

other
set winners. Beauclair won a great

- gagye at Domestic Mission 6-4, the
honours goimgr4a F. Sneade and 7T,

MgVey and MeéVey alo taok his
side’s only set from Lowlands. Eng.

. Electric and Liverpool Jewish have
. a series of 10-0 wing to their credit,

the latter breaking the ence
with an 8-2 win over Anﬁml,l but

.this was an excellent vietory even
though of the winning sets four went -

to three,

Despite the fact that they have -

not won against any of the top five,
it was surprising to see Anfield

ing last month’s table. Dave
gnishavtngaﬂnesemnfotthe
Jewish team and his fremendous
enthusinsm and practical assistance
have played a major role in the
forming of this new club.

Having a personal interest 1. am,‘-
keenly looking forward to the end.
of the season games, which by some’
coincidence bring all of the top sides

together. .- Which should provide a
fine finish.



