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COMMENT

N recent months we have heard on more than one occasion

unfavourable comment passed on the relative lack of success gained
by our younger men players in top class table tennis. There certainly
seems to be something to be said for this view when we consider
the results in the last Liverpool Closed. On another page you will
find what some well-known personalities think about this problem,
which is undoubtedly the reason for the failure of the League to
achieve any major successes in either the Wilmott Cup or the
Lancashire and Cheshire League in recent years,

Why there should be so much difficulty in finding the youthful
prospects is a question difficult to answer. Certainly National
Service may be a partial reason, but in our opinion a determined
effort should be made to discover the embryo Ken Hydes which
must exist if only they could be discovered.

We feel that both the Regional secretaries and our divisional
correspondents could do much to help in this respect. In their
visits to matches they could spot likely talent, and report accordingly
to the Selection Commitiee. We fully realise that this is in fact
being done in some cases, but in our opinion it should be done on
a fully organised and official basis.

To end on a note of encouragement we must report that we
have heard from more than one source of a youthful prospect who
by his performances is showing considerable signs of achieving more
than average success.

Despite the clearer definition of the Service Rule which appeared
in last month’s Digest we hear that there has already occurred more
than the odd unfortunate incident with regard to its interpretation.
It seems most unfortunate that on such a basic point of the game
there should be so much controversy, and we would appreciate the
views of some of our readers.

We would also like to point out that a certain number of players
are habitually serving outside the side line without suffering the
penalty of losing the point. Umpires should realise that this is a
foul service and act accordingly.
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From the Secretary’s Desk.

-LET’S ALL HAVE
A DAY OUT AT
WEMBLEY FINALS

By W. STAMP.

THE National County Championships,

inaugurated in 1947, now have a
membership of 29 counties and on
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 14, we are
staging on behalf of the Lancashire
Association, a premier division match—
LANCASHIRE v, WARWICKSHIRE
—in the Lecture Theatre at Liverpool
Y.M.C.A., Mount Pleasant, at 7-30 p.m.

The Red Rose team will include
Benny Casofsky and Ken Stanley, and
as Warwick can call upon such stalwarts
as Maurice Kriss, Wally Poole and the
McKays, a keen and interesting match
should be the result.

We want a full house, and the
admission charges of 2/- and 1/- are
within the reach of everybody, Tickets
may be obtained through your Secretary
who has been sent a card on which to
state the club requirements, or you can
apply direct to me at 3 Farmdale Close.

The grestest events in the table tennis
calendar are the finals of the English
Championships staged at the Empire

Pool, Wembley, on SATURDAY,
MARCH 29, 1952,
At least 300.

We had a special train from Liverpool
in 1936 and I feel sure there are many
members and their friends who would
support such another project. The
E.T.T.A. offer terms to leagues, 8/6
tickets for 5/6, but early application
is essential,

1 have made inquiries and subject to
a minimum of 300, arrangements can
be made for a special train to depart
from Lime Street at approximately
9-0 a.m., calling at Runcorn and Crewe
(shoutd there be members from sur-
rounding Leagues willing to join our
party). A stop will be made at
Wembley (about 1 p.m.} should anyone
wish to attend the afternoon session at
Wembley, otherwise we proceed to

Euston and a few hours can be spent
sightseeing London before travelling
out to the finals in the evening. There
are frequent tube trains to Wemble
Central. .

A packed lunch and cups of tea will
be provided on the outward journey.
The train will leave Euston at approxi-
mately 1 a.m., again stopping at Crewe
and Runcorn.. There will be no packed
meal on the return journey as members
will have ample time to get something
at one of the Corner Houses at the
conclusion of the finals.

The incilusive cost will be £2 11s. 0d.
Members or friends desiring to spend
all their time in Lomdon and not
wishing to attend the finals can do
so at a cost of £2 5s. 6d.

I can quite understand some of you
(particularly the younger players)
saying, * What does he think we are
going to use for money?” A fair
question.

Weekly subscriptions.

I am prepared to issue subscription
cards to club secretaries andfor
treasurers from December 8 to March
22 there are 16 weeks, so that with- 6/-
deposit the first week, and 3/- each
subsequent week the amount will be
realised without you missing it. Should
you decide to make it 4/- or 5/- per week
and ensure having something extra to
spend—so much the better.

I am aware that March 29 seems a
long way off, but the necessary reser-
vations will have to be made almost
immediately, so I suggest you talk it
over with your own club members and
then consult your secretary so that he
can complete the reservation form I
have sent to him.

To those of you who have not been
to Wembley—DO NOT MISS this
grand opportunity.




Discipline Those Absentees

By CALCHAS

IN the editorial comment of the

October issue of the Digest appeared
two most disturbing figures regarding
last season’s matches, namely, the non-
fulfilment of no fewer than 61 matches
and the non-appearance of players on
110 occasions.

One wonders how long this sort of
thing has been going on. Has it been
a gradual process through the post-war
{lgaésqor was last season the first of its

nd ?

Even taking into account the influenza
epidemic there still seems little justifica-
tion for these figures. and the question
arises did the Management Committee
know what was going on, and if so,
why did they allow it to reach such
proportions ?

Little dene

In the light of these figures there
certainly seems to be a case for taking
disciplinary measures but little seems
to have been done,

If only a fine of 2/6d. had been
imposed in each case this would have
amounted to approximately £22 during

the season. and I have no recoilection
of any such amount appearing on the
balance sheet and what did appear
would include 5/- fines for non-
attendances at the General Meeting.

If it was a case of the same offenders
continually breaking the rules then the
above fine would have been an insuffici-
ent penalty, but there has been no sign
gf anything more drastic having been

one.

It may be that certain clubs having
found in the past they could get away
with this sort of thing without much
happening, have been encouraged to
cor;:iinue and the offences have multi-
plied.

If this is so one can sympathise with
the new fixture secretary in his task
and can fully understand and applaud
him for the strong line he is now taking.
Let the clubs do their part and not only
make his job easier but less unpleasant.

Should, however, offences of this type
continue we look to the Management
Committee to deal with the matter
more firmly than appears to have been
done in the past.

Your Leading

Suburban

FREEMANS

Store . .

THE LITY STORE IN WAVERTREE ROAD

CLEMENT FREEMAN & SONJLTD.,

WAVERTREE ROAD, LIVERPOOL 7




First Division

By J. C. Coveney

BIG HITTERS WERE QUELLED

THE playing season opened with a

rush of surprising results—surprising,
‘that is, to all but our so-called prophets,
who, after a match, ** knew that would
happen.” :

Homecroft, starting with a 10—0
victory over the rather more enthusiastic
than forceful African Oil Mills team,
got the shock of their young lives on
October 31 when * experienced ™ Bal-
four entered Wallasey Y.M.C.A. with a
point less than Homecroft and returned
with a point more, the result of an easy
win by nine sets to one.

Even Roy Jones was well and truly
“ seen-off,”  two-straight,, by . Reg.
Hetherington and Norman Jones. Les.
Davies won his two sets in his own most
devastating fashion and Eileen Manseil
made her contribution of two sets.
Only Ken Harold failed very narrowly
to J. Rimmer.

Altogether a typical Balfour win over
lt;;gsh hitters who never got the chance to

Not worried

After their heavy initial defeat,
African Ofl Mills refused to be wortied,
however, and out of five matches have
won two, each by a fair margin. At
home particularly, they promise to give
the best a hard struggle to record any
success, even before Bill Pierce returns
to the fold, probably in January. -

In their first season in our division,
Bibby’s have made a good start with
two wins, but Acacia, also newly
promoted, have opened anything but
auspiciously and are finding it heavy
going, Bob Roberts, apparntly not yet
being dispesed to assist them.

Despite their lack of success—they
have yet to gain a point—they are still
a happy team and comfortable in their
new quarters.

- Birkenhead Y.M.C.A. also are finding
points hard to come by but I feel that
their promising young players might
soon pull their team through to a higher
position in the league. )

s

‘The absence of Joe Watts, through
the important matter of getting married,
Hag depleted the 15th Crosby strength
for ‘a while. o

Early in the season Rafters “A'”
held Balfour to a division of the poirits
and may yet have a say in the champion-
ship, but their * senior ”* team are not
doing so well, though, in company with
Oakhill and Balfour ** A . (a young and
well-balanced combination) they  are
hanging on to. the leaders’ tail waiting
for one of the first three to slip up.

At the end of last season, Anfield
enjoved the doubtful honour of holding
up all the other teams in the division.
This season, with the greater levelling-up
in the standard of play, when anything
can happen, ‘and usually does, the
Anfielders are welt clear of the foot of
the table and not to be treated lightly
by anyone. iz

for Table Tennis

BUKTA T.T. SHIRTS
IN ALL SHADES

Shoes, Singlets and Clothing

BATS

ncluding BARNA, JOHNNY LEACH

JACK CARRINGTON, HELEN ELLIOT

PEGGY FRANKS, HAYDON and many
OTHERS

All Makes of BALLS
ineluding
BARNA, HALEX, VILLA, METECR
BAT COVERS

Table Nets and Equipment

PHONE ROYAL 859

F. CUTTS & SONS

COMPLETE SPORTS OUTFITTEERS

2 COLQUITT ST., LIVERPOOL 1




.Second Division

By V. .Cheshan .

Hard Matches Are The Order

N OW that the season is well on its -

way, the only thing that one can
say for certain in the Second Division is
that no team can be sure of victory
over another. Nearly all matches

played so far have been hard fought and

produced close results.

One such game was played at Hoylake
Y.M.C.A. where Homecroft “ A ™ were
defeated by six sets to four, after an
excellent and exciting struggle. Bert
Harkness (Hoylake) and Harrison had a
fine, open game, the latter winning by
21—23, 21—15, 22--20 after Bert led
17—13 in the third game, but a few
mistakes cost him the game. °

Kenrick (Hoylake) had a good match,
winning both his games, while Arthur
Lee (Homecroft “ A"} played well to
beat the unorthodox Harold Vaughan
21—16, 21—17. At four games all,
Geoff Ball met K. Field (Homecroft
“ A and what a struggle they pro-
duced! Ball won 22—20 in the third,

QUlhitty’s
for
TABLE
TENNIS

15 BASNETT STREET
LIVERPOOL |

.ROYal 301!

-

but I will always remember Field
scraping the paint off the wall in
retrieving some excellent driving by his
opponent.

. Congratulations to Hoylake in hold-
ing Balfour to a draw and so re-opening
the question of- leadership.

" Never gave up.

Wallasey Juniors need not be dis-
couraged by 'their defeat at’ Anfield,
where they went down 8—2. Without
Andree Jones, their No. I, the -result
was never really in doubt, yet- they
fought well and never gave up. . L. Gee,
Anfield’s No. 1, was too strong for both
Exeli and Cox, winning both his games
in two straight, but Exell played
grandly to defeat C. Fay by 16—121,
21—16, 21—13. As he gained con-
fidence, Exell’s long, . wide sweeping
backhand drive came more and more
into evidence, and at the end he was
hitting confidently on both flanks.

Cox, who gained the Jumiors’ only
other success, is a tall, well-built lad
and seems the most experienced all-
round player in their team. Maher
(Anfield ** A ™) was too knowing for his
opponents, though M. Davies, in the
last match of the evening, ran him close
by defending grimly all the way.

Ken Jones, Bohemians® secretary,
tells me that McManus, whom many of
us remember playing for Electric Supply
two years ago, has signed for.them,
but that this good news (or bad,
depending which side you are on) will
be offset by Don Young's departure
from the district in early December.
Nevertheless, they should be strength-
ened by these moves.

St. Michael’s, playing away to them,
lost 8—2 and it looks as if they will have
an unhappy season. XK. Wright, their
No. 1, has, I understand, been called up
and he will be sorely missed. Rigby
{St. Michael’s) was in good form and
his game with Young was, apparently,
outstanding, both of them hitting and
counter-hitting splendidly, Young just
getting home 21—19 in the deciding set.
Rycroft, Keddie and 'Young won two
sets each.for the Bohemians, while
Rigby and Carney gained one apiece
for the Saints. .

e —
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Third Division

By E. Cameron

GUNS, PARADES, FIRE CALLS

(CHESHIRE Lines, dark horses maybe,

hold pride of place after the first
month's play. The last 100 per cent.
club in the division, they are setting a

.cracking pace and have numbered

among their victims the formidable
Kingsway who commanded a higher
final league placing in last season’s
Fourth Division.

Close on their heels were Lucem until
St. Joseph’s took them by surprise and
left Radiant House with two points in
their pockets as the result of a 64
victory. It also had the effect of lifting
Victoria Park, the only other unbeaten
team, into second place, so no one will
object if I hand the bouquet of the
month to the Saints for their victory.

Unbaaten' teams,

It’s a hard life for individuals how-
ever, with four only unbeaten. This
proud quartet consists of Dunlop’s
E. Davies and Kingsway's E. Smith,
both with eight sets from four games,
followed by M. Brown (Kingsway) and
D. Foulis (Lucem) with six sets from
three games. Perhaps you realise now
why I say formidable Kingsway. Their
regular Nos. 1 and 2 are numbered
among these four.

It was bad. luck Brown, ex-First
Divisioner, could not turn out against
Cheshire Lines but this does not detract
from the Railwaymen’s convincing 8—-2
victory. E. Dav;es is the Widnes player
and Don Foulis is, of course,.Don
Foulis.

Tail drooping.

" Davies, incidentally, ' anticipates a

change of cccupation in December, and

with P. Higgins, their No. 2, also

expecting a move, Dunlop will need to.
make a big effort at team building if
they are to steer clear of the lower

positions in the table. Their tail at the

moment is not wagging strongly enough

to encourage great hopes of' stccess if
it has heavier burdens to bear.

They have the most spacious lay-out
in the division at Speke and have housed
representative games—another exampie
of those excellent conditions mentioned
in our last issue.

Tt is surprising to find the Police ina

lowly position, They have a wealth of
talent and are ably assisted by * noises-
off * during their home matches. Of
course duties interfere seriously with
team selections and - A. Heague has
probably - the most difficult job of ail
secretaries in trying to ““ keep tabs ” on
his players and their duty rotas. If your

club does meet a full s“?ﬁg'th Police -

team-—you have been warn
Watch also their arms.. Dick Hough

and A. Scott, in partlcular reach to

shots which appear winners and would
beat normal-size arms, but not theirs.

A, Heagueis a wholehearted player and .

with J. Conroy and D. Gauld their top
five will challenge the division's best.
But what about the °‘ noises-off,”?
I was determined to-get in that crack

because on each occcasion we have -

visited the Police we have had <the

proceedings enlivened by a fire call with - .

its attendant rumpus, a shooting match
—yes guns going off—or a parade of
Specials, and despite assurances: that
this only happens to our team and
cannot happen again, we are takmg our
ear plugs next visit.

Clubroom Chatier

Coincidence. The first match
which Bohemians played on their
resumption after the war was
away to Leyfield. The first match
for Bohemians Ladies, formed
this season, was also away to
Leyfield Ladies.

Ossie Blenkinsop of Oakhill
apparently believes in ~making
practice as difficult as possible,
He has reduced the size of a racket
from six inches in diameter to
about three and a half inches to
accustom himself to always hitting
the ball with the centre of his bat,
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Fourth Division

By K. Baldock

Thorndale Hi¢ Headlines

NEARLY a guarter -of the season is

_.now -behind us, and -already the
division is showing 'signs of settling
down, Last month, I ‘' mentioned

- Wallasey Juniors as being a team to

watch; but how wrong I was, it is the

- other Wallasey : side—Thorndale—who

have hit the headlines.

I saw what promised to be their
hardest match so far, at Waterloo Dock,
but whether the Railwaymen were
having an “off night™ . or the
Wallaseyans were inspired, 1 do not
know, but it was not the needle affair I
had ant1c1pa.ted My impression was

. that Waterloo . Dock were a little

haphazard in their play, although.you
could sense they were always trying.

1 feel sure that they have the material,
otherwise they would not be still holding
their own, after having played the
stiffest programme of any team in the

"division. What their playvers need is

guidance in the finer points of the game,

D. M. SINGER

SPORTS OUTFITTER

FOR ALL TABLE
TENNIS EQUIPMENT

"FISHING RODS
AND TACKLE

TENNI1S, CRICKET
HOCKEY, FOOTBALL
BADM IN T 0 N

All Kinds of
INDOOR GAMES
ICE SKATES & BOOTS

RESTRINGING
& REPAIRS
QUICTK
SERVICE

D. M. SINGER
12 Exchange St. East, LIVERPOOL 2

Tel. CENtral 1987. 3 mins. from Exchange Stn.

to add that final polish to an otherwuse
workmanlike team.

Thorndale, on the other hand sqemed
to possess this finesse, and showed

- More accuracy in their play I have .no

doubt that if they continue in. this
manner the division will surely be theirs.

Scored most points ’

As for the other teams, Liverpool
Y.M.C.A. and Port Sunlight are also
setting a good pace, both having only
fallen to Waterloo'Dock.  Although in
both matches, five sets were decided by
a third game, the match against Port

"Sunlight was far closer, as the’ sets

totalled 13 against 12, but the- points
were 480 against 477 in the soap
factory’s favour. -

In the middle of the table stand the
“meat” of the division—Rafters,
Bohemians and - Osterley—the teams
with the least worry, not having 'either
a winning or }osing sequence to uphold
or dispel. These arc-  the positions
which, I think, obtain most enjoyment
from their game, feeling elated when
winning, but not too. dlsappomted at
dropping a point.

I am sorry to see Domestic Mission
and Aigburth in the lower half of the
table, after having come from higher
dmsnons although with depleted sides.
T hope that the breakaway at Aigburth
will not cause any mote back -sliding,
and that Walter Gale’s departure from
Domestic Mission has not caused any
domestic strife in the playing perform-
ance of their members.

What has happened to Wavertree
Community, who finished last season
ahead of the Y.M.C.A.? . And Wallasey
Juniors, West Region champions—the

* doldrums are not the place for you, so

how about picking up your socks, and a
point or two at the same time?

I trust 'a number of you are having
enjoyable and victorious games in the
Maxwell Fyfe Cup, and that you will
all give a good account of yourselves in
the Readman Cup. How about two
of you this year emulating the run into
the semi-final that St. Michael’s had
last vear?



Fifth Division (Liverpool)

By J. A. Lambert.

THE LINNETS BREAK A RECORD

8 I commence these notes the words

of Jini Green, the Linnet captain, ring

in my ears. We hope to be challeng—

ing for honours at the season’s end,

and the match between English Electric

and oursclves will have a direct bearing
on the ultimate championship.”

Linnet won this encounter 7—3 and
at the moment are the only imdefeated
side in the division. It was English
Electric’s first defeat for a year,

Lmnet are strongly led by Green
their only pre-war player, and Short
{who hails from Taxes). Stonewall
Mason will be difficult man to defeat;
Mansfield and Dutch are having a
tussle for the No. 5 position and, with
Charlie Grimes, form a strong com-
bination with a suspect tail. -

I cannot mention this club without a
word of praise for the excellent club
facilities which must rank with the
city’s best. This is a club with a great
future.

Anfield B are a team who are just
rubhing - into form as their defeat of
Elm Hall Drive, previously undefeated
proves; Spud Murphy an old- cam-
paigner and Beryl Ward one of our
four lady -players were mainly
responsible for this victory both winning
two sets.

The Anfield flag is also being kept
flying by * Captain™ Leatham and
Roberts two old friends of ours; ably

assisted by Hughes, a nice open-style’

player, and Ken Cobrey, a penholder
who ‘has just returned to table tennis
after a couple of year’s absence,

Cup games are now in full swing,-
among the best results received to date.

are Linnet's defeat of Westfield (Div. 3)
7—3, when Mason and Dutch obtained
maximum sets, and the - English
Electric defeat of Waterloo Dock,
Smitton’s two sets settled the issue.
Both our teams played on foreign seil.

The division had bad luck in- having
six teams drawn against each other, the
two results received show . Lmacre
forcing a draw at Taxes and then
crashing 7—3 at home, and Cadwa
winning 7—3 at Anfield B.

A rumour did reach me that the
mention of Liverpool Y.M.C.A. (Div. 4)
is a sore point with Victoria Park A and
English Electric. Congratulations to
Aigburth Meths. on their first win,
8—2 over Vagabonds. Now what
about a league win? .

‘The- league "games aré running as
close as I had anticipated, with about
six teams fighting for second place.
Can onie of these break the Linnet run?
I hope so, then we' will have seven
teams battling for the title and more
than a little fun, -

To the Crafters and company go the
title of the hard luck team of the month,
four points made the difference between
4—6 and 6—4 against Linnet. Tough
luck Cadwa! .

AFTER THE GAME .

MOOREIOUSE'S

Al Enqmnes to—.

LIEMONADE

MOORHOUSE BROS,, 4 BACK GILFORD ST..

ANField 248.

LIVERPOOL, &




Fifth Division (Wirral)

By S. W. Leather

R.A.F.A. Hold Point Lead

five league matches now been
played R.A/F.A. are *bang on’
wnth full marks while the R.A.F., have
¢ pranged ’ their way into second. place
with Birkenhead Y.M.C.A. Juniors in
hot pursuit, each having gained nine
points.
Thus the league is still wide open,
despite the glorious strength of the
former airmen.

In the middle section there is still

likely to be some change as some of

these teams have not yet met the tougher
opposition, Three teams have yet to
gain a pomt but the season is young
and optimism runs high

Among the individual performances
two are outstanding—E. Morris,
(R.A.F.A) and J. Finch, (Birkenhead
Y.M.C.A. Juniors), who are the only
players with 100, records over the five
matches.

The longest game so far was between
Chris Nichol (Burrowdale) and Bill
Jackson (Cosco). It went to 31—29 in
favour of Chris, a player of great
promise, but there was also a marathon
'set between J. Kaigin (Birkenhead
Y.M.C.A. Juniors) and G. Ithell (St.
Peter’s) which resulted in 24—22,
20—22, 25—23 in favour of Kaigin.

Record went

After four matches Birkenhead Co-op
were the only unchanged team but on
the fifth a change was unavoidable,
and bang went their unbeaten record,

Cosco winning

Two matches in the Maxwell Fyfe
Cup, played at the Co-op club, saw
Albert Barnes (Cosco’s No, 4) lose to
A. Simpson (Port Sunlight) 22—31,
27--31. Barnes, best known for his
heavy chop and back-hand flick, had
to give best to a more experienced
player,

The second match was a thriller with
a touch of drama and was between
Norman Cheshire {Co-op’s No. 1) and
his opposite number for Thingwall,
Ken Peters. Cheshire took the first
game 31—26, but in the second Peters

|
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held a lead at 30—26 when Cheshire
settled down to make up- arrears. At
30—29 he hit a hard drive just off the
table but on to Ken’s bat. Two more
quick points and Cheshire went into
Round one.

Other results in the preliminary round
were J. Brown (Cosco) beat Small
(Port Sunlight) and W. Blundell {Thing-
wall) lost to Langley (Hoylake B).

As might be expected every team in
the division entered for the Hyde Cup,
Ten teams are in the second round and
two have to await the result of replays.

In the second round of the Readman
Cup, Claremont gained a decisive win
over Vagabonds while Thorndale A
were held to a draw at home by R.AF.

Ladies, why not insist that your
skippers put your title or christian
name on the score cards? It must be
confusing for the statisticians of league,
division and region when
records from the cards.

AR OB R DRSO
© SPORTS SPECIALISTS

@ All ET.T.A. Equipment

GRIFFIN
& EVANS

(EVANS BRISTOWE LTD
Telephone ;
BiRkenhead 2918

44 GRANGE ROAD WEST
BIRKENHEAD




PEN
PERSONALITIES
i Yic Chesham

ALTHOUGH 'Vic Chesham played a

little table tehnis before the war,

he is one of the few top-class players

in Liverpool who can be described as a
post-war player.

leaving the Forcés he scon

achieved fame with the successful

Ministry of Supply side. During one

season he not only won every set but

dropped only one game! -

Not surprisingly he migrated to a
First Division ciub, Rafters, and for
two secasons was a successful No. 2.

Employed at the Ministry of Labour,
he has this season joined their table
tcnms club, Livex. It will be surprlsmg

if his skill is not reflected -by a rise in

- their fortunes.

Although Vic has not been over-
successful in open tournaments, he has
been men’s singles champion of the
North-West Region of the Ministry of
Labour for some years, and with
F. Lawson, also of Livex, holds the
men’s doubles title.

He has represented Liverpool many

- .times, nearly always with success.

His interests are m&inly centred on
table tennis, but he is no mean lawn
.. tennis player with Hoylake Y.M. durmg
the summer,

J. C. Coveney.

On any committee it is always
invaluable to have a member who
rarely brings forward contentious
matters but whose opinion when
required is one which invariably carries
much weight,

Such a person is John Coveney, who
has served on the Management Com-
mittee for several years, and who, by
reason of the wisdom of his views, is
held in great respect.

John joined the Liverpool Y.M. in
1933, and until the outbreak of war,
when he. enrolled with the R.ALF. he
- was_a leading light in the table tennis
section holdmg the post of secretary
for sevéral years,

After returning to. ‘Liverpool he had
a big hand. in the formation of the
African Oii Mill. chib, ‘and had a good
deal.to do with their steady progress to
the First Division, =

‘Continued at foot of wext column,
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Generosity of

-
Railwaymen
By J. H. C. Hughes.

THE meeting of the two previously ali-

conquering Fourth Divisioners,
Waterloo Dock arid Thorndale, ended in
a comfortable 8—2 win for the Wallasey
club, though they were clearly the better
team ¢on the night’s play, their victory
would not have been sb great if their
opponents had not been so” gencrous
in giving them points.

For instance, J. Morgan (Thorndale’s
No. 1} was 18—20 -down when L.
Burrows very kindly served the next
two into the net, a gift that Morgan did
not spurn.

There were many similar acts of
charity on the part of the Railwaymen,
though not at quite such a.crucial stage,
and at one time it seemed as if J.
Gallagher, the Thorndale secretary, was
going to repay them, but he stopped
when he remembered that he was a
visitor and that charity begins at home.

Both Dunn and Webster wiil
remember their long games against
J. Rebecca with his half-volley defence —
shades of John Leece with Oh! what
memories.

‘R. Wlsema.n, _the old Homecmft
player proved too strong in defence for
Jack Seddon, but the Waterloo Dock
man takes full marks for the neatest
and smartest appearance I have seen at
the table this season.

Through Thorndale getting away to a
3—0 lead the match was never exciting
but it was always interesting and one
thing it did show was that both Waterloo
Dock and Thorndale could hold their
own in a higher division.

Incidentally the Thorndale players tell
me they were very impressed with the
play of 16-years-old A. C. Taylor of
Litherland in a recent cup match.
What about it Mr., Neill?

As a player he is an exponent of the
unusual type, the ‘ deadpan’ face and
various mysterious types of service
peculiar to himself making him an
opponent of some complexity to those
meeting him for the first time,



Third Division

P.
Balfour ......... 7
Rafters “A”...... 7
Homecroft ...... 7
Balfour “A”...... 7
Rafters ............
Oakhill ..... ereaen 7
Anfield ............ 7
African Oil ...... 7
Bibby's ....cucenen 7
15th Crosby ... 7
B'head . Y.M.C.A. 7.
Acacia ....oiieeee. 7
Second
Balfour “B*> ... 7
Hoylake Y.m.C.A. 7
Bohemians ...... 7
Homecroft “A» 7
LiveXoiooiieeenuns 7
Bootle Y.mMm.ca. 7
Anfield “A”...... 7
ICI.....ccccn.e. 7
OQakhill “A”...... 7
Wallasey Jars.... 7
St. Michael's ... 7
B’head y.m. “A" 7
Cheshire Lines... 6
Lucem ............ 6
Burlingten ...... 6
Victonia Park ... 6
Kingsway ...... 6
Wavertree C.C. 6
St. Joseph'’s (W) 6
L.P.AS. ......... 6
Balfour**C” ... 6
Westfield ......... 6
Dunlop ......... 6
Qakhili “B” ... 6
Fourth
Thorndale......... 6
L’pool Y.M.C.A. 6
Waterloo Dock 6
P. Sunlight 0.B. 6
Osterley ......... 6

Rafters “B™ ... 6
Bohemians “A” 6
Domestic Miss. 6
6
6
6
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Fifth Division (Liverpool)
P.W.L.D.F. A P.

Linnet ............ 6 6 0 04119 12
English Electric 6 3 1 23624 8
VictoriaPark‘A” 6 3 1 23525 8
Anfield“B™” ... 5 3 1 13020 7
Elm Hall Drive 5 3 2 02624 6
Cadwa ............ 4 21 12317 5
Linacre ......... 5 2 2 12525 5
L’'pool YM. “A” 6 2 3 12931 5
Harold House... 5 1 3 12228 3
Taxes......c........ 50 3 22030 2
Bootle YM. “A” 5 1 4 01832 2
Aigburth Meths. 6 0 5 11545 1
Fifth Division (Wirral). -
RAFA.(Bhd) 6 6 0 047 13 12
RAF.(W.K'by)6 5 0 1471311
Bheady M. Jnrs. 6 5 0 143 1711
Burrowdale ...... 6 4 2 03228 8
B'head Co-op.... 6 3 2 '1 30 30 7
Thormndale “A” 6 3 3 03228 6
Cosco ......c...e. 6 3 3 03030 6
Hoylake M. A’ 6 2 2 22634 6
Claremont ...... 6 1 4 12634 3
Thingwall ...... 6 0 5 12040 1
St. Peter’s......... 6 0 5 11347 1
St.Joseph(w)‘aA> 6 0 6 01446 0
NORTH REGIONAL

EnglishElec.“A”6 6 0 049 11 12
Bath Street ...... 6 6 0 0451512
Litherland ...... 6 5 1 0451510
Burlington “A” 6 4 2 03129 8
WlooDock“A” 6 3 3 03129 6
Lofters ............ 63 3 02832 6
Brenka ............ -6 2 3 13228 3
Litewoods ...... 6 2 4 02634 4 .
Catholic Metro. 6 1 4 11644 3 :
Warbreck Moor 6 1 4 11545 3 4
Waterloo Park... 6 1 5 02634 2
Lofters **A” 6 0 5 11644 1
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NOTE TO CON

Deadline for copy for the December i
Will all SECRETARIES and Players note the
alterations in their Handbooks.

Division 5 Wirral (Page 61} R.A.F.A., B’heac

North Region (Page 64)—English Electric “A

West Regions 1 and 2, and Women’s 2 (Page
nights all altered to FRIDAY, (Page:
70 Quarry Avenue, Bebington.

East Region (Page 67)—St. Bartholomews h;
taken over by ANFIELD “ D ™ and ik

West Region (Page 76)—Creep Inn. The Se
48 Greenheys Road, Wallasey.

These tables may not be reproduced, without. ¢
TR



. TABLES
nding 17th November
WOMEN’S—Division 1

P.W.L.D.F. A. P

Rafters ............ 7 6 0 1462413

ofa  Balfour ......... 7.5 0 2452512
Bootle CD, ...7 5 1 1492111

: Oakhill ............ 7 4 1 2432710
+ % Bibby's............ 7 4 2 14525 9
R Anfield ............ 7 3.4 03040 6
R Aigburth ......... 7T 2 4 13040 5
. Homecroft ...... 7 2 5 03040 4
- Cheshire Lines... 7 2 5 028 42 4
Littlewoods ...... 72 5 (02743 4
Wavertree CC. 7 0 4 32446 3
Rafters “A”...... 7-1 5 12347 3

WOMEN'’S—Division II.

Bohemians ...... 7 7 0 064 6 14

Linnet ..., ..-6 6 0 0355 512
Beauclair .7 4 0 3531711
Brenka .. .7 4 2 13931 9
Leyfield .7 3 2 24129 8-
Lucem ..... .7 3 2 23832 8
Osterley ......... 7 3°3 13238 7
Littlewoods “A>” 7 2 4 12743 5§
English Electric 7 1 4 22248 4

ICIL ..o 7 1 5 11654 3
Domestic Miss,. 7 0 6 11555 1

Port Sunlight ... 6 0 6 0 852 0

EAST REGIONAL

Balfour“D>” ...5 5 0 042 810
Anfield “C” ...6 51 04218 10
RAFA. (L'pooD)5 4 0 14010 9
Bohemians “B” 5 4 0 13614 9
AfricanQil “A” 6 4 2 04020 8

Old Xaverians... 6 1 4 12040 3

. Vagabonds ...... 6 1 4 11941 3
- Osterley “A” ... 6 1 5 02040 2
Leyfield............ 50 3 21634 2

4 RAF. Mments 5 1 4 01436 2
Bohemians “C” 5 1 4 01139 2

k. St. Bartholomews-—Resigned, record ex.

CONTRIBUTORS,

mber issue is Monday, 10th December.
1ote the following changes and make the necessary

,B'head. Mr. McNaught’s privaie phoneis 8321,
tric “A”. Match night altered to THURSDAY.'
t (Pages 77, 78 and 85)—Port Sunlight. Match
{(Pages 77 and 85)—Secretary’s address now

news have resigned and their fixtures have been
and the match night will be MONDAY.
The Secretary’s address is now Mr. A. Butcher,

thout the authority of the Table Tennis Digest.
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SOUTH REGIONAL 1.

P.W.L.D.F.

Tech. Students... 6

Beauclair .........

Livex “A™ ...... 6
Cadwa “A” ...... 6
Linnet “A" ...... 6
Victoria Park ‘B’ 6
Lucem “A™ ...... 6

Wiree C.C.“B™” 6
Aigburth “A” ... 6
CL.C “A” ... 6
Deaf Institute .., 6

SOUTH REGIONAL

Lussac ............ 6
Tech. Stud. “A” 6
R.AFA . (L)“A” 6
L'poolYyM.“B* 6
Vauxhall Sports 6
Linnet “B » ...
Wavertree Lab.
Linnet **C* ...
Ches. Lines “B*
Leyfield “*A” ...
Beauclair “A” ...
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WEST REGIONAL 1.

RF. St, Anne’s 6
S.8. Mary & Paul 6
Creep Inn......... 6
Wallasey Motors. 6
Prenton Meths, 6
Cosco “A” ...... 6
Thorndale “B** 6
Port Sunlight ... 6
Creep Inn “A”... 6
Burrowdale “B 6
Claremont “A” 6
Burrowdale “A” 6
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"WEST REGIONAL II.

Hoylakey M. ‘B’ 6
B’head Boys Club 6
St, Anne’s “A¥ ...
B’head Co-op ‘A’
YWCA..........
P. Sunlight “A"
R.AFa (B'd)‘A°
S. Johns (B’head)
Woodchurch ...
Thingwall ““A™

St‘ Anmbs L1 B ¥
B’hd BoysCluba 6
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WHY VETERANS ARE SUPREME

By J. D. LOUGHREY. -

[N the League Closed Championships

last season six of the last eight
places were occupied by players who
were playing table tennis before the last
war. It seemed to us that there must
be a reason for this apparent supremacy
of the veteran and we decided to ask
eight players—four who played pre-war
and four who are post-war products—
for their views.

To them we posed the following
questions:—

In your opinion what is the reason
for the continued superiority of the
older men players in the League, both
in tournaments and league matches,
over the younger players?

What suggestion would you make to
remedy this?

The majority of the replies, which we
print below, show agreement on one
point—that the younger players have
not acquired a sound defence, held to be
essential to the game.

Here is what the eight say:—

Pre-war.

E. J. Rumjahn (Liverpool champion):
The young player to-day relies largely
on an impressive, dynamic attack,
without first mastering a sound defence,
regarded as a first essential. This may
be because the older player learned his
game when the net was 63 inches high
and so had to play every shot on its
merits. They too, are ali-round sports-
men, with eye, brain and feet co-
ordinating more effectively.

To the younger players I would say—
footwork first, daily practice in short
spells so that every effort can be put
into practice and produce easy flowing
strokes.

Fred Bamford (Welsh international):
Question 1: Lack of the will to win
and too many impossible shots
attempted. Team spirit, which breeds
fighters, is not conspicuous among the
younger players.

Question 2: Coaching in tactics:
match practice and the guidance of an
experienced, possibly non-playing cap-
tain at matches.

J. H C. Hughes (vice-chairman):
The older players are better tacticians;
have greater patience and steadiness,
and do not give away 50 many points.

As suggestion for improvement I

‘would say recognition and strengthening

by practice, of weak shots; more use
of the half-volley push shot; patience to
wait for the right ball to hit; tactical
planning by study of opponent; never
stop learning.

H. N. Holland :—I have -my own
views on the first question but, alas,
space forbids. ]

As to the second question I would
suggest (1) organised general coaching
among Y.M.C.A.’s youth clubs, etc., by
volunteer senior players; (2) more
official League coaches, e¢ven from
outside if necessary; (3) specialised
coaching of sclected juniors extending
over three or four seasons, embracing
tactics, strategy, stroke formation and
style; {4) League-sponsored entries in
every national tournament practicable;
and (5) hiring of a room by the League
as a coaching centre throughout the
year,

Post-war.

Les Egerton:—The superiority of the
older player is due to the lack of good
playing practice for the younger player,
coupled with the high cost of the same.
The younger players have alsé not
achieved the determination to win.

The only solution I see is for the
League to select a few very interested
players and pay all expenses for
coaching. )

Vic Chesham:—Although the general
superiority was very apparent in the
immediate post-war years, I do not feel
that holds true to-day—or at least it
would not were it not for National
Service. R. Rumjahn, W. Pierce and
B. Hand prove my point. Other pups
are barking at their heels and. only
require experience and-patience to-lead
the pack.

A. T. Jones (Regional singles cham-
pion):—The older player has more
command of each individual stroke; his
defensive play is of a particularly high
standard. The younger players con-
centrate more on attack, without first
really mastering the art of defence.

I suggest that all young players should
thoroughly master one stroke before
passing to the next.

C. C." Casselman :-—Reason for the
continued superiority of certain older -
male members of League is the fact that -
pre-war a higher standard of general

(Continued on Page:19).
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6. H. LEE & Co.

Spori¢s Department
 for Al |
TABLE TENNIS EQUIPMENT

BATS BY BARNA, BERGMAN POSTS, NETS, BAT COVERS
BEREGL CASOFSKY, FRANKS SCORE PADS. VILLA, BARNA

HALEX AND METEOR BALLS
CARRINGTON, HAYDON 5 MATCH& TOURNAMENT

"LEACH, ROWE, ETC. TABLES AND TOPS IN STOCK

 ROYal 7070 °

G H. LEE & Co.
Basnett St. LIVERPOOL |

SEE THE STARS BY YOUR
OWN FIRESIDE THIS YEAR

Try TELEVISION

— BY —

STUART & DORFMAN @ectrion Ltd.

168-170 West Derby Road
LIVERPOOL 6 7el. ANField 2106

ONE HUNDRED SETS TO CHOOSE FROM

CASH OR EASY PAYMENTS

FREE TRIAL 1IN YOUR HOME WITHOUT . OBLIGATION
TO PURCHASE
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Women’s Divisions

By Margaret Lindner

Bibby’s are the Surprise Team

T is obvious from score cards that

the earlier start this season took several
players unawares, and it is taking them
some time to get into their stride.

Qakhill were the first to take up last
month’s challenge when they enter-
tained last year’s league champions and
forced a-draw. I think credit should
go to D, Dancaster who, although
down 12—18 in the third against May
Evans with the score 5—4 in Balfour's
favour, clinched the set at.24—22.
The rest of the team shared the honours
by winning one set cach. Winners for
Balfour were O. Dickenson (2), A
Brunskill (1) and Ann Allen (2).

Rafters partly avenged the defeat of
their menfolk at the hands of Balfour
“ A" earlier in the week, when they
visited the Imstitute, A drawn result
now gives them a point lead. What
grand tussles Olive and the twins enjoy.
This time they went in favour of the
twins, A. Brunskill accounted for
Pinkie and P. Grundy, and another
tight set was won by L. Robinson
21—17 in the third against O. Southall.

Dark horse

Runners-up are Bibby’s who drew
against their closest rivals, Bootle Civil
Defence. Outstanding for Bootle was
B. Waterson, who accounted for
J. Mitchell (ree Cooke) and L. Rimmer.
Dark horse of Bibby's team appears to
be J. Dinwoodie, their No. 5, who saved
the day for them against Qakhill by
beating both E. Campbell and D.
Dancaster.

Beryl Ward had been playing well
until she had to leave Anfield. Three
of her strongest victims had been E.
Moore, Pinkie May and L. Jenkins,
and she had aiso helped her club to
score victories over Homecroft and
Cheshire Lines.

Wavertree C.C., record two drawn
matches. The first was against
Aigburth who were, however, without
their No. 1, M. Hadden. The second
was against Qakhill, when J. Maguire
scored two wins against E. Campbell,

ST
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after a terrific duel which went to
25—23 in the third.

J. McQue was a little unfortunate to
lose 23-—-25.in the third agamst Ivy
Crafter.

Holidays for J. Brennand meant she
was able to help Rafters ** A ™ to collect
two points against Homecroft. But for
the fact that her appointment has taken
her to Kettering, we might have had
twins, sisters and brothers, and mother
and daughter members of the same club.

Interesting clash

It will be interesting to watch the
clash between Bohemians and Linnet
early next month. Both teams are
capable of finishing champions as they
have each scored convincing wins.

Osterley aré finding it heavier going
this season as their men’s team has
first cal on Muriel Wilcox, and
she is only available for a few of the
women’s matches. LC.IL were
quick to take advantage of this and
scored their first win against them.

When Beauclair get over their

‘newness ' they should be capable
of ‘upsetting any. promotion plans.
Greetings to their latest recruit, Mezey
Chezey, who hails from the same
country as the maestro—Victor Barna—
and therefore adds further international
flavour to the club. w

One of last-month’s surprises was the
defeat on their own table of Lucem by
Brenka. P. Hughes and P. Smythe
won both their sets and F, Murray and
J. Hellon one set each. Brenka also
scored a victory over Littlewoods “A
and did well to force a draw against
Beauclair,

Qur opponents in the second round
of the Rose Bowl early December will
be Bradford or Burnley. Keep a look-
out in the press for the date and venue.

1 shall be glad to receive news of
league matches and Foulis Cup events
from club secretaries and captains.

-
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West Region

Samts Chase

Saints
By N. H. Holland.

Healthy competition is the lifeblood
of any league, and it is encouraging to
find, . foyr weeks from the season’s
opcrung, not a smgle team in our
Division without a victory to its credit.

Cock of the walk are St. Anne’s with
maximum points from four matches.
The only players to take sets from them
were S. Gallacher and W. Jackson
(Cosco “A ™) and J. Prescott and K.
Prowse (Creep Inn “ A.”)

In their opening match R. Lee was
losing 11—20 to Mrs. Ruth Nicoll

_ (Burrowdale “* A ¥ but fought back to

win 22—20 and take the next game

21—18, proving once more that no game

is lost until the last point has been scored.
Coming to fore

' 8S. Mary & Paul have made an
excellent start. They dropped their
first point recently against Creep Inn
but: two of the sets were extremely close,
Mrs, Sheila Langley (Creep Inn) beating
J. B. Sweeney 24—22 23—21, and Q. E.
Roberts (Saints) beating D. Wood
21—19, 25—23.

That reminds me that Mrs. Langley
is rapidly becoming one of the foremost
players in the division. I—Ier only
defeats so far have been by F. Kelly
+and V. Jones (St. Anrie's), andthelatter
only won by six points In three games.

While Thorndale “B,” Wallasey
Motors and Port Sunlight are jostling
Creep Inn for third place, the remaining
six teams are engaged in another battle
to decide the leadership of the lower
half of the table. That pdsition is at
_present held precariously by Prenton
* Methodists as they have only one point
:lead over Burrowdale ** A,” Creep Inn
“ A Cosco “A,” Burrowdale “B™
" and Claremont ** A ** a state of affairs
- which augurs well for the future,

Leading set-winners are C. Dixon
' (Thorndale “B ™) and E. McGenity
«(8t. Anne’s) eight out of eight, J. B,

 Sweeney (S58. Mary & Paul) and R.
. Oldfield (Wallasey Motors) seven out
“of eight, and M. Doherty (5t. Anne’s)
,and Mrs. S. Langley (Creep Inn)
isxx out of cight.

" In ‘his first four matches C. Dixon
lost only one game. This was to
D. Chalkley (Port Sunlight}), who also
has noteworthy set wins against J. E.
Baird (Burrowdale *“ B **) and Mrs. B. D.
Dixon (Thorndale ** B ™) to his credit.
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Their Success

Continues

By H. P. Harkness.

WITH a third of the season’s matches

played it seems as though Hoylake
Y.M. CA Birkenhead Boys’ Club and
St. Anne’s, are going to carry on in
Division 2 where they left off in last
season’s Youth Division. So far. the
other clubs have failed to break their
monopoly of the top three places, but
Co-op “A” and R.A.F. Association
“ A " will be ready to step in should the
leaders falter.

At the other end of the table Boys’
Club ** A * will find scts hard enough to
win without giving them away in
bundles of ten by default..

Visitors to St. John’s will be pleased
to know that their leader, the Rev.
Howarth, (surely unique in local table
tennis circles) has plans for improving
the club when time and funds permit.

Best wishes to Mr. Howarth in his
efforts which deserve to succeed.

So much for team news this month.
What of the individuals?

All our entrants in the Maxwell Fyfe
Cup have given good account of
themselves. Tony Tottey (Hoylake)
knocked out the former West Region
captain, Don Grant, of Port Sunlight;
Colin  Langley (Hoylake) beat. W
Blundelt of Thingwall’s first team. in
straight scts; J. Barnes (Port Sunlight
“ A™ took a game off First Divisioner
Bill Stredder, and team-mate L. Small
only just lost to F. Brown of Cosco.

It’s interesting to know who are our
leading players and by working on a
percentage basis on the sets played plus
the awarding of five points for a win
over a No. 1, four points for -a. win
over a No. 2, and 50 on, I rate the
following our best five in league play
up to the end of October;—I1, W. Bevan
(RAFA) 129 pts; 2, A. Tottey
(Hoylake) 117; 1L Mackie (Hoylake)
116; 4, D. Murray (St. Anne’s) 1!2
5, W. Alcock (Hoylake) 107. :

Gaunt (Thingwail), Duffy - and
Sullivan (St. Anne’s) and one or two
others could get into next month’s list,



